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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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May 2023 

The Beacon 

 

May 7  Bright and Shining Beltane     

 Speaker:  Reverend Kristina Church 

Early May is the time of Beltane in the Celtic traditions of Europe. 

Let's explore this ancient season and its connected traditions, as we 

welcome in the height of spring!  

 

May 14 For All That Is Our Life     

 Speaker:  Reverend Kristina Church 

Today we give gratitude to all those who nurture our world. We'll take 

time to celebrate all the wonderful folks who give of their time, tal-

ents, and creativity to keep our beloved congregation going. Let's hon-

or them all with praise and thanks!  

 

May 21  Gun Violence Prevention: A Moral Imperative 

 Speaker: Josh Fleitman (see biography on page 5) 

The speaker will explain the efforts of CeaseFirePA and CeaseFirePA 

Education Fund to decrease gun violence by creating common-sense 

gun violence prevention strategies.  What efforts are needed to get the 

legislation passed will also be shared. 

 

 May 28 First Encounters and Lasting UUCE Memories     

Ron Brown, Kat Wolper, and Danieh Foltz will tell us about their 

memories of first encounters and more with the UUCE.  Coordinators 

Tabitha Wolf and Dixie Morrow; Worship Leader Tabitha Wolf.   

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75 
minutes and are available both in person and via Zoom.  Please see 
our website for the Zoom link.         
  May theme:  Creativity  
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Reverend Kristina’s Upcoming Schedule: 

Furlough (unpaid week): May 28-June 3rd  

May 5th: day off as carryover time   

Members and friends of UU Erie, 

Welcome to the month of May, as we consider what it means to be on the path of creativity. When you 

think of the word creativity, what comes up? Many of us may picture an artist at an easel, a potter    

turning clay on a wheel, or a writer slogging through the night on a first draft. Still others might think 

about Pinterest boards, and all the millions of “life hacks” that are available at our fingertips these days 

online. Yes, these activities all embody some aspect of creativity. 

But there's more to it than that, for our universe itself is a growing, creative entity, ever shaping new 

patterns and forms from its own raw materials, ever morphing from its most recent iteration into 

something bold and new. As Religious Naturalist and cell biologist Ursula Goodenough expresses it in 

her bestselling book, The Sacred Depths of Nature, the universe is a dynamic and ever-evolving              

system, one that continually creates “something more from nothing”; something more than has  ever 

existed before, from nothing but the materials that have been here from the beginning. 

And we humans are a part of that process-- every single one of us who has ever lived and breathed and 

had our being on this planet of ours. So we can come to understand our very existence as part of a great 

chain of creativity and transformation, continuously unfolding since the beginning of time. When we 

learn to see things in this way, we may receive brief glimpses of the unimaginably powerful creative 

force in the universe-- of which we are a part! The cycles of Nature are one way that we can mark,          

honor, and celebrate the processes of creation, destruction, and rebirth that have given shape to our 

lives and all other lives here on Earth. This month, we'll celebrate the awesome creative forces of         

Nature, in a Beltane-inspired service that revels in the joy of spring! 

And since humans are the meaning-making animal-- or as writer Brian Swimme asserts, the universe 

becoming aware of itself-- our religious work is to make meaning collectively, to decide together what 

is the purpose and the value of life. This great Living Tradition of our Unitarian Universalist faith is 

part of that great, creative, visionary endeavor. And so our resolution to bring new Principles and           

Purposes out of prior iterations mirrors our creative, dynamic universe. Throughout the centuries, our 

faith keeps growing and changing, finding new forms of expression as we go. What an amazing           

adventure we Unitarian Universalists are on! Together, we'll continue to explore the proposed Article 

II revisions to our UUA bylaws, and what they do (and don't) mean for us at the congregational level. 

Coming down another notch from this panoramic viewpoint, to the scale of our own small congrega-

tion, I feel privileged to know and see, on an intimate level, just how many acts of love it takes to keep 

our congregation running, for even one week. And when I think about the 125 years that this has all 

been happening, I'm gobsmacked by the creative love and loyalty that has been poured into this com-

munity from the very beginning. On May 6th, at our upcoming service of Installation and Celebration 

of UU Erie's 125th Anniversary, we'll joyfully mark this moment in time! And the tradition contin-

ues...from the ingenuity of our wonderful staff, to our members' and friends' acts of service and dedica-

tion, I'm amazed at the time, talents, effort, innovation, and commitment that so many of you give reg-

ularly. You are the heroes of our particular story! And so in May, we'll find time to honor all who keep 

this beloved congregation going, with a service of gratitude and thanks. 

I hope you'll join me this May in celebrating past, present, and future in all its brilliant, luminous crea-

tivity. May we generate more beauty, wonder, and joy, as we learn and grow together! 

 

    Blessings, 

     Rev. Kristina 
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On Sunday, May 14th after the service, Rev. Kristina will hold another opportunity to learn 
and share about the proposed changes to Article II of the Unitarian Universalist                 
Association's bylaws. We hope you'll plan to stay after the service and potluck, for this             
interactive, participatory time of engaging deeply with our Unitarian Universalist values 
and theology. See you there!  

 LEARNING OPPORTUNITY MAY 14 

REVEREND KRISTINA’S INSTALLATION AND OUR 
125TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION THIS SATURDAY! 

All focus is on the Installation Ceremony for Reverend Kristina on Saturday May 
6th.  It will be a wonderful event that will also celebrate our 125th Anniversary with 
some messages from a few of our past ministers, wonderful music and a sermon from 
Rev. Kate Walker who some might remember from the Meadville Church.  It all starts 
at two o’clock p.m. with the ceremony followed by reception with a champagne toast, 
lovely hearty hors d’ ouvres and a special cake. While Rev. Kristina has been our       
minister for a while, this special ceremony is important for both our Congregation 
and  Reverend Kristina as we acknowledge our commitment to each other and         
celebrate.   

I hope you can attend. 

If you haven’t sent an RSVP yet, just let us know by emailing Joanne by Thursday, 
May 5th.  joanne@uuerie.org so we can plan for the reception. 

mailto:joanne@uuerie.org
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NOTES FROM THE  RE CHALKBOARD 

 

If you are a dreamer, come in.  

If you are a dreamer, a wisher, a liar,  

a hope-er, a pray-er, a magic bean buyer ...  

if you're a pretender, come sit by my fire  

for we have some flax-golden tales to spin.  

Come in!  

Come in!  

 

It is May and we are inviting you to sign up to be in the classroom! 

Whether you want to sign up to be a teacher volunteer, work in the nursery, or want to register your 
child(ren) to be in the classroom ... please join us on Saturday, May 20th from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 
p.m. at the church. Michael Long, Kat Wolper, and I will assist in helping you get your clearances and 
to answer any questions you may have. We will also be available to talk with parents about the         
program. There will be activities for the children and snacks and refreshments for all. We have had a 
wonderful first year of rebuilding the program and are  looking forward to growing the program with 
you all.  

Remember, the classroom is a place where all of us learn.  

I hope you'll join us!!!  

 

Be well and much love ~  

Michele Paich - Director of Religious Education  

 

THE CORN ROAST IS BACK!    

Saturday, August 26th at Beach 11.  

The pavilion is reserved for the entire day. 

Potluck picnic will begin at 5:00 

More details to follow.   

~Howard and Jan Krack 



  BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON MAY 21 

You Have Access!  Email notifications about accessing the directory profile of your                                          

intracongregational Breeze account are going out this week.  Please don't delete the                

notification.  It contains your temporary username and password.  You can change these 

when you have logged in. Clicking on the https link and then entering your username and 

password should open your  account.  Please email dixie.morrow44@gmail.com if you           

encounter any difficulties logging in or making changes.  

Some people received their account access notification about two years ago,                                   

prepandemic.  Those notices are still valid.     

More information about the Breeze Church Management System and how we can use it will 

appear soon.   

BREEZE CHURCH MANAGEMENT UPDATE 



The Following Committees are Hosting Coffee Hours in 2023 

May 14—Social Justice—Chair, Mary Desmone 

June 11—Religious Education—Director, Michele Paich 
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 The Special Collection in May will go to CeaseFirePA's Education Fund. The funds will be used 

to build awareness about the impacts of gun violence. They run public education campaigns to         

foster civic engagement and build diverse coalitions that reflect the full toll of this public health   

crisis. Their statewide coalition of over 130 groups advocating for the Common Agenda to End Gun 

Violence includes UUJusticePA and our UUCE. They help decision-makers understand the                   

real-world impacts of their actions and inaction. Learn more at CeaseFirePA/Education Fund at 

this link! 

Checks will be made out to the UUCE with CeaseFirePA/Education Fund in the subject line or use 

other UUCE donation options. 

THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE'S        
      SPECIAL COLLECTION IN MAY 

https://www.ceasefirepa.org/ceasefirepa-education-fund/


THE UUCE BOOK CLUB   

will meet on Wednesday, May 31st at 7:00 in the 
church  library.   

We will be discussing the book Braiding Sweetgrass 
by Robin Wall  Kimmerer. 
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Love in Action  UUCE 2023-24 Pledge Campaign 
 
 
Our annual pledge campaign began on March 12 with a Sunday service kickoff led by Rev. Kristina.  The 
Board of Trustees requested a pledge income of $154,262.  This amount reflected the need to pay for 
the care of the building, our ministry, programs and staff.  As of April 25, as a community, we have 
pledged $136,986 for the 2023-24 fiscal year. Here are the highlights of the campaign.  
 
Letters were mailed to 84 pledge units who had previously pledged in the last 2 years, including 3 new 

possible pledge units.    
 

67 total pledges have been returned for a return percentage of 80%.   
 
34% of these pledges were increases; 52% remained the same amount as last year; 10% of these were 

decreased pledges; 5% were new pledges.   
 

We lost $11,000 from last year’s pledges due to people moving, dying, or no longer attending the con-
gregation. 
 

We are currently $17,276 short of our goal.  We are hopeful that some of the 15 people who received a 
letter, but have not yet replied, will still make a pledge.  
 
The Pledge Campaign Team is excited to share these Love in Action results with the community.  At 
the same time, there is a concern that we are short of the goal.  The amount pledged will not be able to 
fund everything planned for next year, most especially put aside enough money for future maintenance 
projects that will be needed for our 56 year old building.  
 
If for any reason you have still not had the opportunity to pledge or want to modify your pledge, please 
contact Joanne Davis in the church office (joanne@uuerie.org). We will be grateful for your support!  
 
We are especially thankful to Joanne Davis, our loyal church administrator, who greatly assisted us in 
all aspects of this campaign as she worked from both home and the office.   
 
 
~Edie Cultu and Leigh Kostis, Pledge Campaign Team 



Board Meeting held on April 19, 2023 

• Minister’s Report 

 Continuing Widening the Circle of Concern for board members 

 Cancelled book group at UUCE for the UU Common Read, Mistakes and Miracles: Congregations on the Road 

to Multiculturalism 

 March on Harrisburg presentation on April 16 went well. 

 Went to in person retreat/board meeting with UU Justice PA in Harrisburg 

 Prison training visit on April 25. 

 Participated in group regarding Article II changes at minister’s retreat 

 Looking for ways to support LGBTQ+ people, esp. trans and non-binary folks in Erie 

 Hope to train one more person for OWL to offer in fall 

• Building and Grounds 

• Caring Committee 

 Meals and lunches prepared for Our Neighbor’s Place and Upper Room 

 Caring will pay for half of new freezer cost.  

• Committee on Shared Ministry 

 Committee working extensively on the May 6th installation service 

 Right Relations team training continues with Melanie Hetzel-Riggin, Mike Balsan and Tabitha Wolf. 

• Communications 

 Conducted an in depth study of capabilities of Aplos and Breeze and determined we need to keep both. 

 Will renew efforts to update databases in both for accuracy, learn more about Breeze features, continue goal to 

keep on master calendar, invite more people from the congregation to use Breeze, and add more photos.  

 Website information/updates continuing.  Possible assistance in May. 

• Finance  

 Pledge statements sent in March; additional pledges sent in.  

• Hospitality 

 Coffee hours not happening when there are no volunteers; continuing problem to get volunteers.  

 Purchase of new freezer; hospitality will pay half, along with Caring Committee 

 New, quiet, rolling cart was purchased.  

• Membership Committee 

 The Stewardship/Pledge campaign, Love in Action, concluded this month.  A full report will be in April Beacon 

and June congregational meeting.  

 Introduction to UU Class will be held on Saturday, May 20.  Invites went out to 15 new members and                   

congregants.  Announcements are in the Beacon and Weekend News.  

 Four new people have indicated a desire to become greeters.  

• Memorial Garden Commission 

• Religious Education 

 Birthday Jar in June for Jun/Jul birthdays; in September for Aug/Sept birthdays 

 Will hold a sign up day for getting clearances on Saturday, May 20th.  Families may also register for the upcoming 

school year. 

 Soul Matters curriculum being used in the classroom to follow themes in the sanctuary.  

 Children are sending Birthday Jar collections to nonprofits with explanations of how the money was collected. 

• Social Justice Committee 

 Special collections for April-June decided 

 Climate change forum to be held in fall 

 Erie Cash Bail Project needs someone to take it on; there is money already collected. 

 Hate Has No Home Here signs to be purchased and sold to congregants as a fund raiser. 

 PA Fair Wage petition during coffee hour 

 PrideFest (UUCE involvement) on June 24 will be led by Beth Kopay and Roberta McCall. 

 



• Sunday Services Planning Committee 

 Working on summer lite services.  

 Tabitha Wolf joined the committee. 

• Old Business 

 Business Directory only has 4 submissions; put on hold for time being. 

 Adult Spiritual Development and Education policy presented. Discussion and tabled until May.  

 Article II discussions by Pittsburgh cluster on Zoom on April 29, May 14 and June 10. 

 Safe Congregation Policy updates put in special folder for discussion with Committee on Shared      

Ministry next month.  

 Greg Blackman is still investigating green parking lot options. 

 Matching grant for piano restoration for $2,5000 was awarded by the Erie Gaming Authority. 

• New Business 

 UUA General Assembly Delegate Policy was approved.  

 Matt Jorden and Nanci Lorei’s board terms are ending in June. Recruitment for new board members 

to begin.  

 Board is asked to think of initiatives that we need to work to closure.  

 Widening the Circle of Concern discussion.  

• Next board meeting Thursday, May 18, 2023 at 6:00 in person at UUCE. 

UNIRONDACK IS FILLING UP FAST! 

Unirondack is a summer camp established by the New York State Convention of Universalists 

in 1951. We strive to merge our work with the UU values, and have found our program most 

poignantly focusing on acceptance, justice, equity, compassion, and valuing the inherent 

worth and dignity of all people. Things that build an inclusive and intentional community that 

serves our youth and we add youth empowerment and political awareness to our camp’s        

influences.  

Beyond the principles, Unirondack’s work and community members are not exclusively UU. 

We place strong value on the possibilities and fun that can be created when you build a       

youth-centered space. We achieve our ultimate goal of fun by working to remove the barriers 

of acceptance and self-love the world puts on us. And the results are beautiful and come at a 

time when the world so badly needs places that tell youth they belong. 

We are a UU summer camp. And we welcome everyone else who feels uplifted by values of 

truth and acceptance as well. We uphold values of queerness, youth empowerment, political 

awareness and social justice, and a commitment to grow and change with our community. 

To learn more about our program, visit www.unirondack.org or email                                         

director@unirondack.org. We have programs for youth, families, young adults and adults 

alike! You're never too old to play, grow, learn, and build community - come say hello.  

 

Lauren Hunt, Executive Director, 518-256-3740 

http://www.unirondack.org


 

Administrator: 

Joanne Davis 
joanne@uuerie.org                              

Office Hours:  
Monday—Thursday                          

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

minister@uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

May Birthdays 

09—Steve Henry 

13—Hannah Olanrewaju 

20—Deb Haire 

30—Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 

31—Carolyn Rhodes 

 

Service Attendance: 

April 2—More To Learn About Love:  Embracing the Heresy of the Platinum Rule— 

                                 Rev. Sunshine Wolfe—48 in the sanctuary, 11 on Zoom. 

April 9—Rise Up! - Rev. Kristina Church and Michele Paich—36 in the sanctuary,   

                 9 on Zoom. 

April 16—Stories of Sacred Resistance—Rabbi Michael Pollack and Reverend Kristina— 

                     39 in the sanctuary, 11 on Zoom. 

April 22—A Religion of Nature—Reverend Kristina Church—48 in the sanctuary— 

               18 on Zoom. 

April 30—Matt Texter—I Feel Like Traveling On—45 in the sanctuary—13 on Zoom.  

 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the            

June issue is                                                    

Monday, May 15. 

 Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

  

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

May 2023 

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m.               
on Zoom and in      
person 

Upper Room  Lunch                          
Preparation.  

Newsletter Deadline 

Book Club 7 p.m. at 
UUCE 

Music Together 

4:15 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Music Together 

10-11 a.m. & 

3:30—4:30 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 7 

p.m. at UUCE 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous  

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Reverend Kristina’s 

Installation and our 

125th Anniversary 

Celebration 2 p.m. 

Music Together       

10 a.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Board of Trustees 

6 p.m. at UUCE 

Music Together 

4:15 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Music Together 

10-11 a.m. & 

3:30—4:30 p.m. 

Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Social Justice 

Committee        

5:15-6:30 pm 

Music Together       

10 a.m. 

Music Together       

10 a.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                       

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Board Meeting 6 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Alcoholics              

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   
Zoom and in 
person 

Buddhist Sangha 7 

p.m.  at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Music Together       

10 a.m. 

Jazz Erie Concert 2 

p.m. in sanctuary Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at UUCE 

Introduction to       

Unitarian                        

Universalism                

Class 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

RE Event 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Music Together 

10-11 a.m. & 

3:30—4:30 p.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   
Zoom and in 
person 

Music Together 

4:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

4:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

10-11 a.m. & 

3:30—4:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

4:15 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Music Together 

10-11 a.m. & 

3:30—4:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

4:15 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Music Together 

4:15 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. via Zoom 

Sunday Service  10:30 
a.m.  Zoom and in person  

Potluck lunch after the 
service 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 


