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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie            Mail to:  PO Box 3495                                814-864-9300              uuerie.org

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75 
minutes and are  available both in person and via Zoom.  Please see 
our website for the Zoom link.        
  February Theme:  Love 

The Beacon 

February 2023 

February 5  A Loving Attitude, Democracy, and Justice 

 Service Leader:  Tabitha Wolf  

Al Richardson, Greg Blackman, and Tabitha will speak about their 
thoughts, experiences, and the sources of their motivation in promoting 
social justice.   

 

February 12   The 99 Names of Love  

 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

What does it mean to place Love at the center of our faith? How does 
love show up in our daily lives? What can we do to expand the circle of 
love in our community and our world? Join us for this all-ages,            
participatory service!  

 

February 19 Cultivating Joy: Erie's New Americans 

 Service Coordinator: Kelly Armor,    
 Music: Mustafa Albalkhi (biography on page 4) 

This service is devoted to learning about and celebrating Erie's refugee 
communities. Jeanine Ahonga and Claudine Niyogushinwa are two         
recent graduates from Erie High School. They both came to Erie as           
refugees from Rwanda a few years ago. They currently work at the      
Quality of Life Learning Center and take classes at Erie Community  
College. They will speak about their experiences coming to the U.S. and 
share profiles of five other New Americans who participate in the           
Quality of Life's community garden. Special music provided by Mustafa 
Albalkhi, a professional oud player from Syria, now living in Erie.  

 

February 26 With Love, Curiosity, and Respect:  
     Learning from Our UU History 
  Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

Let's honor Black History Month by revisiting important moments in 
our own denominational history. How do these echoes, from not-so-
long-ago, call us into a greater awareness and a deeper commitment to 
justice in the here and the now?  
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Greetings, members and friends of UU Erie! 
 
It's February and our monthly theme for ministry is LOVE—not just romantic love, but love of friends, 
pets, communities, and our big beautiful planet. 
 
And so I'm including here a new, revised graphic of the proposed changes to Article 2 of our Unitarian 
Universalist Association's Bylaws, because it centers Love at the heart of Unitarian Universalism. Please 
keep in mind that this is a preliminary graphic, not a final product. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our spiritual predecessors, the Universalists, held a radical (for their time) belief: that God was a              
supremely compassionate being who would never consign anyone to eternal punishment, meaning that all 
would eventually go to heaven. This is where the term “Universalist” comes from: universal salvation           
defined their theology, and divine Love was at the center of their hopeful outlook. 
 
What about modern Unitarian Universalists? Do you agree that our central value is Love? How is Love at 
the heart of your faith, your work, your life? How do we center Love as a foundation here at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie? The new Article 2 proposal offers a vision of ever-expanding circles of 
love, rippling out into our community, our country, our world, our universe...on and on and on! More on 
the Article II Commission and its proposed changes can be found here. 
  

https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/article-ii-study-commission
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

Some exciting things are coming up!   

On May 6th we will celebrate the installation of Rev. Kristina Church as our settled minister even as we 

celebrate the 125th anniversary of our congregation’s founding.  Rev. Kristina has been our minister for a 

few years already, starting remotely during the pandemic, so it will be great to finally celebrate this mutu-

al commitment that is so important to our whole congregation. The ceremony will be at 2PM on Saturday 

May 6th with a reception following.  Save the date! 

In June right after our own congregational meeting, the UUA General Assembly will be held in our own 

backyard.  Please consider attending all or part of GA June 21-25 in Pittsburgh.  This GA is the closest, 

geographically, it has been in many years and offers us a great opportunity to participate.  Registration is 

open and you can find more info at www.uua.org/ga   

Summer Institute is a week-long summer camp for UU’s.  It’s an intentional, intergenerational             

community that is created, and recreated each summer.  It is held on the PennWest California at PA     

campus,  south of Pittsburgh. We stay on campus in the dorms, meet in the university spaces and eat in 

the dining hall.  There is programming for all ages, lots of fun, music, worship and opportunities for      

wonderful friendships.  There are workshops that are artistic, fun or serious. Once you get on campus, 

you don’t need to leave or buy anything (except maybe a beverage at the evening pub or something from 

the SI bookstore),  There is way more information that I can possibly write, and please visit the website or 

ask me about it (especially if you have a long time to chat!).  Pat and I have gone for about 30 years. 

https://www.cersiuu.org/  It is July 9-15th.  

~Nanci Lorei 

One way we can work towards that value is by creating a more inclusive congregation, in every way that 
we possibly can. This means each of us, working to creating a place of love, hospitality, and radical        
welcome-- every day and in every encounter. To help us learn and live into that vision, I'll be hosting a  
series of book group sessions this spring, based around this year's UU Common Read, Mistakes and                
Miracles: Congregations on the Road to Multiculturalism. Here's a link to more information about the 
UU Common Read.   
 
We'll be reading this book along with congregations across the country and exploring its lessons. Sessions 
will begin in March, and if you want to join us, it's a good idea to order your copy now!  For a limited time 
you can use this link to listen or download the audio book for free.  Our meeting dates will be March 8th, 
April 12th, May 10th, and June 7th, in the evenings (exact time TBD). We'll also decide together whether an 
in person or virtual format works better for the group. If you're unable to purchase your own copy, there 
will be a few copies available in the congregational library for checkout!  If you’d like to order a copy, use 
this link.  If you'd like to be a part of this book group, send me an email at minister@uuerie.org. 

I hope that reflecting on all the love that we give and receive will help us all warm during this short 
month! And don't forget, we'll also be continuing our exploration of UU Erie history during this year of 
honoring the 125th anniversary of this beloved congregation. I hope you'll join us for all of it! 
 
Many blessings, 
 
Rev. Kristina 

https://www.uua.org/read
https://www.uua.org/read/mistakes-and-miracles-audio-book?vgo_ee=aX3Cqj6zII0aSOqEOfPnPiBAWaAotQkn8fTjdS3g5M8%3D
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrCwGHcdtpjQwEAplgPxQt.;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1675290460/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.uuabookstore.org%2f/RK=2/RS=J94fMcQjgNsr6KO4beBAQkOEAd8-
mailto:minister@uuerie.org
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NOTES FROM THE  RE CHALKBOARD 

Bio for Musician Mustafa Albalkhi 

Mustafa is a professional oud player. The oud is an ancient instrument from Arabia similar to a lute. He 
says, "I love the sound of the oud. It brings joy to my heart, it is food for the soul. We all need food. We 
all need music to touch us. It expresses all feelings—joy, anticipation, loneliness, sadness, and pain. Arab 
people love sad music because life there is very difficult. They need this music because they can take a 
rest. Every time I play music, someone says, 'Please Mustafa, play something sad. I want to cry.' So I play 
for them and then they can feel better."  
 
Mustafa had a career as a full time music teacher, performer, composer, and music studio manager. He 
and his family fled the war in Syria and lived in exile in Jordan for several years. In 2020 he came to 
Erie. He hopes to build a similar career here. 
 
"I believe my music is also important to people who do not speak Arabic. They will not understand the 
words but my music can touch them. My oud can speak and everyone will listen. They can feel my         
culture, my pain, my history. I can make beautiful music that will bring peace and understanding." 

If you are a dreamer, come in,  
if you are a dreamer, a wisher, a liar,  
a hope-er, a pray-er, a magic bean buyer ...  
if you're a pretender, come sit by my fire  
for we have some flax-golden tales to spin.  
Come in!  
Come in!  
 
-Shel Silverstein  
 

The classroom is a place for all of us to teach and to learn, and we have a small but mighty group of 
youth that are smart, engaging, and an absolute joy to spend time with. Is there something you         
believe you can offer in the classroom that aligns with our Unitarian Universalist principles? Would 
you want to just talk to the youth about your journey and what brought you to the Unitarian            
Universalist faith? Do you have a story to share that could spark a valuable conversation? Please     
consider getting the clearances needed to be in the classroom, and remember, having clearances is 
not binding you to volunteer in the religious education program. Having your clearances is giving you 
an opportunity to weave the fabric of our beloved community and make a positive impact on the 
youth of our congregation. If you need assistance or have any questions, please let me 
know, I'm here to help.  

Be well.  Be blessed. Much Love.  

Michele Paich ~ Director of Religious Education  



 

Piano Restoration Update 

Piano restoration work will be done in February for about 6 weeks; expected cost is about $9,500               

and fund raising events will be announced soon. 

Thank you to Mike Balsan for his willingness to spearhead the campaign for this restoration.           

Watch for news of upcoming concerts and other events. 

Plate collection for February 

During the month of February, UUCE’s monthly collections will go to the Erie Field Office of the U.S. 
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants. This organization was founded in 1919 at the end of World 
War I as the International Institute of Erie, and now, over a century later, it is still helping people 
who are starting new lives in Erie. The organization’s official mission is to protect the rights and 
address the needs of persons in forced or voluntary migration worldwide and support 
their transition to a dignified life. Much of its work as a refugee resettlement agency is focused 
on helping new arrivals to become financially self-sufficient as quickly as possible. This usually takes 
place over a 3-6 month period and services include establishment of a first residence in Erie, English 
language classes, cultural orientation, workforce preparation, child care, and school enrollment. 
USCRI also coordinates all initial medical screenings for refugees, and has services for trauma                
support, interpretation/translation, and microenterprise lending for entrepreneurial ventures in 
small business and agriculture. 

Refugees will come in waves based on world events. Currently, USCRI is seeing a large influx of         
refugees from Ukraine, while also resettling people from Afghanistan, Syria, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, and Ethiopia. There are also new arrivals starting to come from the Rohingya culture in  
Myanmar as well as Guatemala and Venezuela. All have been through harrowing circumstances         
including war, genocide, persecution, or torture. 

During Sunday services for the month of February, you may place a donation for the International 
Institute in the small envelope provided by the ushers.  If you are not at the service or are attending 
virtually, you may send a check to the church office, or use “Text-To-Give" to donate and select        
Special as the donation type.   Thank you for your contributions to this agency that is doing great        
service in our community.  

On Sunday, February 12th, following our Sunday service and monthly 

potluck, we will have an informal sharing circle in appreciation of the 

life of MaryBeth McCarthy.  

All are invited. We'll light a chalice and invite people to share memories and    

tributes to MaryBeth, or to partake silently in the community of those whose 

lives she touched. Later in the year, a memorial service may be scheduled for 

MaryBeth, but for now and in accordance with her family's wishes, we offer this 

circle of connection to celebrate her life and honor our grief at her passing. 



Board Meeting held on January 19, 2023 

 Informational items 

-Get Connected bulletin board is still up 

-Kat Wolper was welcomed as the new board member. 

-The Committee Chair Council will be held on Sunday, January 22 following the service; facilitated by Leigh Kostis, 

Board Vice-President 

 Minister’s Report 

-Will hold an informal talking circle on February 12 to honor Mary Beth McCarthy 

-Conducted 3 services 

-Continuing Widening the Circle of Concern for board members 

-Received official prison visitor status and will begin visiting soon 

-Beginning in March, will co-facilitate a book group at UUCE for the UU Common Read, Mistakes and Miracles: 

Congregations on the Road to Multiculturalism 

-Will attend trainings on stewardship; Edie, Leigh and Nanci will also attend 

-Working on reactivating a right relations team; training for participants was approved 

 Building and Grounds 

 Caring Committee 

-Meals and lunches prepared for Our Neighbor’s Place and Upper Room 

-Cards were signed and delivered for shut ins  

-Provided heavy snack bags to Our Neighbor’s Place on January 13  

-A request was made for a small chest freezer to replace the one currently in the kitchen; Annette will shop for best 

price 

 Communications 

-Meeting held on 1.18 

-Nanci has been working on website and invited committee members to look at some various formats from other 

congregations. 

-Discussed results from the recent survey of congregants on methods of communication; most used is the Weekend 

News distributed by email on Thursday, followed by the Beacon. 

-New handout on what happens during a Sunday service prepared and being distributed to visitors. 

-Board voted to eliminate the weekly service ad in the Erie Times News.  

 Hospitality 

-Weekend News listing the coffee hour hosts 

-Continuous cleaning and organizing of kitchen; people keep leaving “donations” that aren’t needed. 

 Membership Committee 

-Need new folks to become greeters; sometimes have difficulty supplying 2 greeters 

-Counted 80 voting members for the annual UUA certification; additional 50 friends 

 Memorial Garden Commission 

-No meeting yet this month 

 Religious Education 

-Eleven youth registered; 1 preschooler, but no nursery workers at this time 

-RE committee recommends a committee be formed for revising the Safe Congregation and Right Relations Policy; 

Rev. Kristina is currently working on this 

-A television has been donated. 

-Possible Mercyhurst student to do service hours in the spring 

 Social Justice Committee 

-Still working with Sunday Services for Pass the Plate and speakers for the rest of the church year. 

-Discussion on Sunday special collections as well as Birthday Jar collection.  Clarification will be done for service 

coordinator and ushers. 

 Sunday Services Planning Committee 

-Collaborating with Social Justice for 4 speakers this year 

-A monthly “order of service” will be prepared for February. 

  



 Finance  

-Accounts reconciled  

-A consultant will be hired for a growing list of questions about the new accounting system. 

 Old Business 

-Board liaison role was discussed and a handout provided. Kat Wolper will be the liaison for RE and 

Matt Jorden will be the liaison for Building and Grounds.  

-Text to Give is up and running and information will be provided to congregants 

-Piano restoration work will be done in February for about 6 weeks; expected cost is about $9,500 and 

fund raising events will be announced soon.  A table will be set up in the Olympia Brown room 

with information about the project and an opportunity for member fundraising. 

-125 year celebration next year; Theresa Gamble. Nanci Lorei, Greg Blackman and Annette Krusewicz 

have begun work on and invite anyone interested to participate.  

-Rev. Kristina’s installation will be May 6.  Plans are moving forward.  

-The cost for the new LED lighting in parking lot to provide better light will cost approximately 

$3,600.  A motion was passed to bring this to a vote at the February congregational meeting. 

 New Business 

-Policy and location on panic buttons will be written.  

 Widening the Circle of Concern—religious professionals.  Discussion followed.  

 

Next board meeting Thursday, February 16 at 6:00 on Zoom 

2023 Will Mark the 125th Year Anniversary for our Congregation! 

A milestone worth celebrating.   

Would you be part of the planning committee? 

Please contact Nanci Lorei (Nanci.lorei@marshamarsh.com, 814-881-0580). 

The Following Committees are Hosting Coffee Hours in 2023 

February 12—Finance—Chair, Pat Lorei 

March 12—Memorial Garden—Chair, Janet Krack 

April 9—Hospitality—Chair, Annette Krusewicz 

May 14—Social Justice—Chair, Mary Desmone 

June 11—Religious Education—Director, Michele Paich 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday                          

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

February Birthdays
   

04—Bob Cullen 

13—Danieh Foltz 

16—Julie Maguire 

18—Lily Maguire 

24—Rhys Horton-Bowen 

27—Annette Wse 

Service Attendance: 

January 1—Jazz Funeral—32 in the sanctuary, 16 on Zoom. 

January 8—Purposeful Placemaking—Patrick Fisher—45 in the sanctuary, 13 on Zoom. 

January 15—As Gentle as Doves:  MLK and Nonviolence—Rev. Kristina—   

       53 in the sanctuary, 16 on Zoom. 

January 22—Finding A Center—Tabitha Wolf, Bob Guthrie, Aurelia Jorden,   

     Michele Paich—67 in the sanctuary—8 on Zoom. 

January 29—The Tie that Binds:   Our 1898 Bond of Union—Rev. Kristina Church— 

     41 in the sanctuary, 16 on Zoom. 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the            

March issue is                                                    

Wednesday, February 15. 

 Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

  

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



February 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

Music Together 3:30 

p.m. 

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m.               
on Zoom and in      
person 

Upper Room  Lunch                          
Preparation.  

  

Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   
Zoom and in 
person 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Music Together 10-11 
a.m. & 3:30—4:30 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Music Together 

10-11 a.m. & 

3:30—4:30 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Music Together 

10-11 a.m. & 

3:30—4:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous  

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Alcoholics              

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m.  Zoom 
and in person  

Potluck lunch after 
the service 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. via Zoom 

Social Justice 

Committee        

5:15-6:30 pm 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                       

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Board Meeting 6 p.m. 

on Zoom 

Alcoholics              

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   Zoom 
and in person 

Congregational 

Meeting 11:45 a.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 7 p.m.   

at UUCE 

Music Together 

10-11 a.m. & 

3:30—4:30 p.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Whispering Lake 

Grove 5 p.m. 

Music Together 

4:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

4:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

4:30 p.m. 


