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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie            Mail to:  PO Box 3495                                814-864-9300              uuerie.org

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75 
minutes and are  available both in person and via Zoom.  Please see 
our website for the Zoom link.        
  January Theme: Finding Your Center    

The Beacon 

January 2023 

January 1   THERE IS MUSIC IN ALL THIS:   
    Jazz Funeral 2023 

Join us for our annual tradition for the first service of the New Year, in 
the manner of a New Orleans-style jazz funeral. Let's say goodbye to 
the old year, remember all that we've lost, and embrace the                 
possibilities that 2023 will bring. 

January 8  Purposeful Placemaking   
 Guest Speaker:  Patrick Fisher (biography on page 5)  
 Service Coordinator:  Kelly Armor 

Patrick will discuss Purposeful Placemaking, a public art initiative led 
by Erie Arts & Culture that builds upon the United Way of Erie             
County's Safer Walking Routes to School. Learn more about the             
initiative, what it aims to achieve, and why aesthetics of place matter.   

January 15  AS GENTLE AS DOVES:    
   MLK and the Nonviolence Movement 
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

Nonviolence is a philosophy embraced by many activists, writers, and 
philosophers over the broad sweep of human history. As we honor the 
Rev. Dr. King's life and legacy, let's explore his writings on civil             
disobedience and his advocacy of nonviolent resistance to evil. Has the 
complexity of the world's problems in the 21st century changed our 
perspective on nonviolence as a vehicle for social change? 

January 22  Finding a Center     
 Speakers: Tabitha Wolf, Bob Guthrie, and Michele Paich.   

How do we find a center, does the "center" move over  time, what   
practices help to stay centered?  

January 29  THE TIE THAT BINDS:    
    Our 1898 Bond of Union  
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

Every week we say together the words that mean so much to this          
congregation. But what exactly is a Bond of Union? Where did it come 
from, and how does it call us to this particular faith and this unique 
religious community? Let's take a deep dive into these words that have 
endured as our founding covenant since 1898. 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

“[There are] moments when it is clear--if I have eyes to see—that the life I am living is not the 
same as the life that wants to live in me...  Before you tell your life what you intend to do with 
it, listen for what it intends to do with you. Before you tell your life what truths and  values you 
have decided to live up to, let your life tell you what truths you embody, what values you            
represent.” --Parker Palmer 

 
Dear members and friends of UU Erie, 
 
Welcome to 2023! However you decided to ring in the new year, I hope you are experiencing a 
wave of renewed energy and purpose, as we contemplate the prospect of 365 brand new days to 
come. 
 
How will we decide to fill them? 
 
The theme we'll be exploring in January is Finding Our Center. Rather than looking around for 
something new to try in 2023, or making resolutions about new lifestyles we hope will make us 
happy, what if we tried sitting still and asking, with Parker Palmer, what life intends to do with 
us? 
 
What if we spend the month of January centering on who we are as a congregation and as          
Unitarian Universalists, a people of the Living Tradition? Then we could move out into the wider 
community and live lives centered in the deep and clear understanding of what truths we         
embody, what values we represent, and what unique gifts we have to share with the world. Then 
life will truly find its flowering in and through us. 
 
I hope you'll join us in taking this first month of the year as an opportunity to center down into 
exactly who we are. And as a special lucky prize for the new year, the first person who notices 
this sentence and contacts me by email will receive a free latte from Starbucks or the coffee shop 
of your choice. In addition to this unique opportunity, we'll be beginning our second UU             
Wellspring Sacred Earth group, reading the wonderful Braiding Sweetgrass. If you're interested 
in joining this group, please contact me right away so we can get you connected to the facilitator, 
Annette Krusewicz. 
 
We'll also be participating in the UU Common Read for 2023, Mistakes and Miracles:                           
Congregations on the Road to Multiculturalism. The first of four sessions will be in February, so 
order the book using this link now if you intend to participate. We'll also have at least one copy 
in the library for anyone who does not wish to purchase their own copy. Times and dates for the 
sessions will be announced very soon! 
 
As always, I'll look forward to seeing you at our January services, and at our other events 
throughout the month! And I wish you and yours a very happy, healthy, and centered 2023! 
 
Blessings and good wishes, 
Rev. Kristina 

https://www.uuabookstore.org/Mistakes-and-Miracles-P18521.aspx?_gl=1*1ltyua9*_ga*MTgzMzA0ODY2Mi4xNjcwMzQxNDEy*_ga_CN7F7RET4F*MTY3MTgyOTc0Mi4yMS4xLjE2NzE4Mjk3NTYuMC4wLjA
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

Happy New Year!   

This is such a hopeful time of year, a brand new calendar with all of the possibilities we can 
imagine.  I can’t help but think about a goal (or several) I want to focus on in the coming 
year.  It is also useful to do a bit of reflection.  These last few years have been different for 
sure, and they will go down in the record books for years.  They have required flexibility 
and a focus on forward progress in the face of challenge, all while seeing just how             
important our connections with each other are to our wellbeing.  The pandemic took a lot 
away from us, but we gained some new skills, habits and processes.  I hope we can look 
with fresh eyes in this new year and decide how we want to move forward. Not necessarily 
to go back to all our prepandemic ways, but have thoughtful discussions to find the best 
way forward. See future Beacons and Weekend News for current and upcoming projects. If 
I had to think about a few words for the focus of 2023, they would be Communications and 
Connection, but first, lets think about 2022. 

  

As sort of a year in review, let’s look at some of what happened in 2022.  It was a big year 
with many changes, focuses and accomplishments: 

• Resumed inperson Sunday Services and continued Zoom virtual services to provide for 
 safe participation for everyone 

• Welcomed Michele Paich as director of Children’s Religious Education 

• Resumed inperson RE classes for children 

• Congregational conversations about visioning for the future centered around our 
 Mission 

• Finished the switch of financial software from Quick Books to Aplos 

• Improved security by rekeying the building and updating security codes 

• Installed name plaque and information for our mural Our Culture, Our Commitment, 
 Our Compass 

• Secured file storage for archived UUCE records in the library 

• Upgraded the water treatment system for our water well 

• Updated the bylaws 

• Offered adult RE programs, Wise Aging, led by Rev. Terry Kime, and a Wellspring  
 program 

• Conducted a successful Service Auction after two-year absence 

• New sanctuary camera installed  

• Upgraded lighting in the sanctuary 

• Began the process of defining written policies and procedures 

• Piano restoration begun; short term repairs completed; long term renovation is 
 planned. 

• Social Justice focus on several initiatives, including UUtheVotePA 

• Established savings accounts that will give a return on investment 
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NOTES FROM THE  RE CHALKBOARD 

If you are a dreamer, come in,  

if you are a dreamer, a wisher, a liar,  

a hope-er, a pray-er, a magic bean buyer ...  

if you're a pretender, come sit by my fire  

for we have some flax-golden tales to spin.  

Come in!  

Come in!  

-Shel Silverstein  

 

The classroom is a place for all of us to teach and to learn.  We have a small but mighty group of 

youth that are smart, engaging, and an absolute joy to spend time with. Is there something you 

believe you can offer in the classroom that aligns with our Unitarian Universalist principles? 

Would you want to just talk to the youth about your journey and what brought you to the Unitari-

an Universalist faith? Do you have a story to share that could spark a valuable conversation? 

Please consider getting the clearances needed to be in the classroom, and remember, having clear-

ances is not binding you to volunteer in the religious education program. Having your clearances 

is giving you an opportunity to weave the fabric of our beloved community and make a positive 

impact on the youth of our congregation. If you need assistance or have any questions, please let 

me know, I'm here to help.  

Be well.  

Be blessed.  

Much Love.  

~Michele Paich ~ Director of Religious Education  



Biography of our Guest Speaker on January 8 

Patrick Fisher is the Executive Director of Erie Arts & Culture. He 

is an idiosyncratic thinker who is unafraid of questioning             

traditional structures. This is largely credited to his non-

conventional journey through adulthood. He has slept on couches 

of relative strangers in foreign countries, lived in a dry cabin in 

Alaska, traveled across North America in a van with his             

three-legged dog while paying off student loan debt, all serving to 

cement his sense of self.  As a culture worker, Patrick's work exists at the cross section of the 

arts and activism. He leverages the transformational power of the arts to help individuals, 

organizations, and communities work their way out of old grooves and break habits that are 

counterproductive to realizing holistic outcomes. Patrick has a proven track record of          

eroding away calcified barriers that have historically prevented meaningful access to, and 

participation in, the equitable and inclusive preservation, promotion, and presentation of 

the arts and humanities.  

UUCE Book Club 

The January meeting of the UUCE Book Club will be held on Wednesday, January 25, at 

7:00 PM at the UUCE Building. We'll be reading The Thursday Murder Club by Richard   

Osman. A snack will be provided.  Please bring your own beverage.   

If you have questions, give Janet Krack a call at (814) 440-1589.   



Board Meeting held on December 15, 2022 

• Informational items 

 Service Auction earned about $8,300 

 Get Connected bulletin board is still up 

• Minister’s Report 

 Looking into holding a talking circle in January to honor Mary Beth McCarthy and other loved ones who have been 

lost in past year 

 Conducted 4 services; 1 funeral 

 Continuing Widening the Circle of Concern for board members 

 Received official prison visitor status and will begin visiting in January 

 Spoke at Sandy Hook 10th anniversary vigil at Temple Anshe Hesed 

 Met with interfaith Erie group loosely associated with ICM on local faith based programs/services for unhoused    

individuals 

  Multiple meetings with UUA groups 

• Building and Grounds 

 Roof leak being investigated 

• Caring Committee 

 Meals and lunches prepared for Our Neighbor’s Place and Upper Room 

 Cards were signed and delivered for shut ins  

 Will provide heavy snack bags to Our Neighbor’s Place on January 13 and March 31 

• Communications 

 Work beginning on the website 

 Gathering information for potential Sunday handout 

 Need to determine how congregants receive UUCE information 

• Hospitality 

 Beacon will list potluck hosts 

 Switch back to Folgers coffee due to price of happymug coffee 

 Need people to sign up for coffee hours 

• Membership Committee 

 Hosted December potluck 

 Will plan Introduction to UU in the spring 

• Memorial Garden Commission 

No meeting this month 

• Religious Education 

 Eleven youth registered; 1 preschooler, but no nursery workers at this time 

 RE committee recommends a committee be formed for revising the Safe Congregation and Right Relations Policy. 

 DRE Michele Paich will join LREDA, Liberal Religious Educators Association 

 Looking for a television compatible with a computer 

 Possible Mercyhurst student to do service hours in the spring 

• Social Justice Committee 

 Working with Sunday Services for Pass the Plate and speakers for the rest of the church year. 

 Mary submitting two grant proposals for funding for consultant to support Erie Racial Justice Policy. 

• Sunday Services Planning Committee 

 Collaborating with Social Justice for 4 speakers this year 

 Still discussing reinstating printed order of service 

 Decisions regarding reimbursements for guest speakers 

 Discussed using Bond of Union and “Children’s Bond”; discussed name of 1898 Bond 

 Discussed access to dais for those with mobility issues; Annette will look into 

  



• Finance  

 Accounts reconciled  

• Old Business 

 Text to Give is up and running and information will be provided to congregants 

 Piano restoration work will be done in February for about 6 weeks; expected cost is about $9,500 and 

fund raising events will be announced soon. 

 125 year celebration next year; Nanci Lorei, Greg Blackman and Annette Krusewicz will work on and 

invite anyone interested to participate.  

 Weekend News will have defined categories; Leigh Kostis and Linda Graff will work with Joanne Davis 

to help facilitate information into these categories.  

 Congregants will be encouraged to supply emergency contacts in case needed. 

 Looking into new LED lighting in parking lot to provide better light; will cost approximately $3,600 

and save about $500/year. 

• New Business 

 Service animal policy was discussed and passed  

 Policy and location on panic buttons will be written.  

 Beth Kopay has resigned from the board; Linda Graff has agreed to become the secretary; the board 

will look to appoint a new member to fulfill Beth’s term of service.  

 Widening the Circle of Concern—hospitality and inclusion.  Discussion followed.  

• Next board meeting Thursday, January 19 at 6:00 in person. 

2023 Will Mark the 125th Year Anniversary for our Congregation! 

A milestone worth celebrating.   

Would you be part of the planning committee? 

Please contact Nanci Lorei (Nanci.lorei@marshamarsh.com, 814-881-0580). 

The Following Committees are Hosting Coffee Hours in 2023 

January 8—Memory Café—Chairs, Diane Guthrie and Tom Schlaudecker 

February 12—Finance—Chair, Pat Lorei 

March 12—Memorial Garden—Chair, Janet Krack 

April 9—Hospitality—Chair, Annette Krusewicz 

May 14—Social Justice—Chair, Mary Desmone 

June 11—Religious Education—Director, Michele Paich 
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Chapter 1—The wonderful Steinway Grand Piano Model "B" 6'11"" in our sanctuary was                   
designed specifically for spaces such as ours and not for a theater stage. Many artists who have 
used this piano have commented on its fine tone quality and ease of playing.  We have a truly        
excellent instrument in our care. 

Over fifty years ago the First Unitarian Society initiated a Chamber Music Series. A concert 
was presented once a month on Sunday afternoon at 7180 Perry Highway, and it usually featured 
one or two professional musicians from the Erie area possibly playing harp, flute, violin, 
oboe, cello or percussion. We had a nondescript piano that was used on occasion, but it was           
certainly nothing to offer a top notch performer. 

One of the attendees and supporters of the Chamber Music Series, was a gentleman named           
Clarence Beyers. He, himself, was a viola player and was delighted to see the opportunities for  
performance that this series offered local musicians.   

Mr. Beyers was an unassuming presence but he was also of a very generous heart.  In June of 1975 
he honored us by giving us our beautiful Steinway grand piano.  

We've had some magnificent moments with our instrument as well as some of great distress. 

 

 

Chapter 2—The new Steinway’s finish shone when it was placed near the front of the sanctuary.  
Every fingerprint on the dark wood stood out. Cleaning instructions for the  gleaming surface were 
to use just a lightly dampened soft cloth. No polish. 

After the piano had acclimatized for a week or so it was given a tuning. Amazingly, one of the 
strings snapped near the pin. The piano tuner was so skilled that he tied a tight knot in the steel 
string which is visible to this day. 

Since we do rent out our building the piano is frequently used for weddings and other ceremonies.  
One bridal party must have used the piano as a table, mistaking it for a piece of furniture.              
Fortunately the rings  from their wine glasses were able to be rubbed out. Wax from the candles at 
a different wedding wasn’t able to be removed from the piano cover and we still have the wax as a 
reminder to be more careful of this beautiful instrument! 

On the front of the piano the word “Steinway” is embossed with gold lettering. In the ‘80’s we 
rented our church building to another church on Saturdays. Their pianist must have had very long 
nails.  During the time they were with us the lettering was picked away by over enthusiastic         
playing and myriad tiny gouges appeared in the wood. Eventually the entire letter “e” disappeared 
and we jokingly referred to the piano as the “St. Inway.” Fortunately we were able to  afford a         
repair of the wood and lettering and it now looks brand new. 

For a brief period the piano was locked after the Sunday service due to some overzealous use of the 
keyboard for percussion.  

We did learn to keep St. Inway out of direct sunlight and to never let it rest over a heating duct. It 
is respectfully covered after each use.  

The finish no longer has its beautiful sheen and there are a few nicks here and there. After 50 
years some of the strings are beginning to oxidize causing an imbalance in tone quality to those 
with sensitive ears. 

    
 

  

A Little History of  Our Very Large Instrument 
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Piano Restoration Update 

Piano restoration work will be done in February for about 6 weeks; expected cost is about $9,500 and 

fund raising events will be announced soon. 

Thank you to Mike Balsan for his willingness to spearhead the campaign for this restoration.  Watch for 

news of upcoming concerts and other events. 

Chapter 3—Despite some of the wear and unintended abuse that our beautiful Steinway has 
endured, there are also some moments either as a solo or accompanying instrument when it has 
shone its finest qualities.  
 
During the past five decades it has been used at countless weddings and funerals. It has been the 
piano of choice for some of Erie’s best jazz musicians.  
 
The Erie Philharmonic Chorus  ( 90 members) uses our building every Tuesday evening for          
rehearsals. Their accompanist, Sara Kahl, is extremely pleased with its quality and tone. 
 
The Erie Music Teachers Association uses it every year for their Spring Recital which is the ven-
ue for some of the best student musicians in the region.  The National Guild of Piano Teachers 
has rented our building and piano for  their annual auditions which include entries from the tri-
state area. 
 
Countless children have performed their first public recital piece here, and as a congregation we 
have been blessed with a series of talented musicians of our own. 
 
This past October, the Hungarian Association of Erie celebrated the anniversary of the             
Hungarian Revolution of 1956.  For the occasion they hired a brilliant pianist from Pittsburgh to 
come to Erie to perform Listz’s Hungarian Rhapsody on our own Steinway Grand piano. It was 
glorious! 
 
In  February of 2022 we had Jonathan Griffith of Griffiths Piano Services from N.  Tonawanda, 
NY do a thorough assessment of our piano. 
 
Some of his observations: “this piano (6’11 “) was designed to meet the needs of highly skilled  
pianists and concert halls without demanding the space a larger 9’ concert grand requires,
…..what a gift this instrument is as an outreach tool to the community……. because this is such a 
unique instrument establishing a “Legacy” project will ensure that many more generations will 
enjoy the piano.” 
 
  



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday                          

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

January Birthdays
   

02—Diana Ziemniak 

08—Al Richardson 

12—Doug Michali 

15—Nancy Brazill 

25—Matthew Jorden 

28—Randy Hurlburt 

Service Attendance: 

November 6—The Transient and Permanent in Unitarian Universalism—   

    Rev. Kristina Church—53 in the sanctuary, 3 on Zoom. 

November 13—Living Fully in an Age of Endings—Rev.  Michael Dowd—38 in the  

    sanctuary,, 14 on Zoom, 3 children. 

November 20—At this Table we Sing with Joy and Sorrow—Rev. Kristina Church— 

    24 in the sanctuary, 11 on Zoom, 4 children. 

November 27—UU Faith—Rev. Joan Thickstun—33 in the sanctuary, 18 on Zoom,  

    7 children. 

December 4—A Season of Waiting—Rev. Kristina Church—55 in the sanctuary,   

    10 on Zoom, 7 children. 

December 11—The Beauty of the World—Rev. Kristina Church—38 in the sanctuary,  

    16 on Zoom, 4 children. 

December 18—Winter’s Birth—Rev. Kristina Church and Michele Paich—30 in the  

    sanctuary, 22 on Zoom, 2 children. 

December 24—Christmas Eve—Rev. Kristina Church—26 in the sanctuary, 12 on Zoom. 

   

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the            

February issue is                                                    

Sunday, January 15. 

 Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

  

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

January 2023 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m.               
on Zoom and in      
person 

Upper Room  
Lunch                          
Preparation.  

Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   
Zoom and in 
person 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous  

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                       

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics              

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Snack Bags to 

Our Neighbor’s 

Place 

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m.  Zoom 
and in person  

Potluck lunch after 
the service 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Pancake               

Breakfast                      

9-10 a.m. 

Orthodox 

Christmas 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. via Zoom 

Social Justice 

Committee        

5:15-6:30 pm 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic Community       

7 p.m.  at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Board Meeting 6 

p.m. at UUCE 

Alcoholics              

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   
Zoom and in 
person 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   Zoom 
and in person 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 


