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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie            Mail to:  PO Box 3495                                814-864-9300              uuerie.org

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75 
minutes and are  available both in person and via Zoom.  Please see 
our website for the Zoom link.     November Theme:   Change 

The Beacon 

November 2022 

November 6  The Transient and Permanent in   
      Unitarian Universalism 
  Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

We proudly proclaim ourselves People of the Living Tradition. How 
can we balance love for our deeply held customs and practices, devel-
oped over centuries, with the need to make room for new & evolving          
expressions of faith?  

 

November  13   Living Fully in an Age of Endings:   
     Practical Wisdom for Hard Times  
 Speaker:  Rev. Michael Dowd (biography on page 3) 

 No one needs convincing that we are living in hard times and an age of 
radical changes. Even those with no understanding of the unstoppable 
nature of biospheric and civilizational decline feel the stress. Just to 
read or watch the propaganda formerly known as “the news” is a so-
bering (or un-sobering!) experience. So…How do we cope? How can 
we stay awe-inspired? And importantly, how can we be a blessing to 
others who are confused, angry, depressed, or filled with fear, blame, 
or guilt.  

 

November 20 At This Table We Sing With Joy,   
       With Sorrow 
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

Join us for our multigenerational service of gratitude for earth's             
abundance. Gather 'round the table, as we give thanks together for the 
gift of life, in all its joy and sorrow.  

 

November 27 UU Faith      
  Speaker:  Rev. Jane Thickstun (biography on page 7) 

We’ll explore the concept of faith -- what does it mean for a Unitarian 
Universalist to have faith?  Faith in what?  What does it mean to talk 
about Unitarian Universalism as a faith? 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Greetings, Members and Friends of UU Erie! 

Welcome to November, when we'll explore what it means to be on the path of Change. And what an appropriate theme, 

as we wind down another year of rapid, relentless, churning tumult. With a momentous, fraught election fast                

approaching, it may feel like we're being swept down a fast-moving river without a paddle, much less any control over 

the direction we're heading. 

I've just come across a new phrase that seems to capture the nature of the world we're confronting now: it's VUCA, an 

acronym-- can you guess what it stands for? According to business leaders, the work of today's visionaries across all 

fields of human endeavor is to increase their VUCABILITY, or tolerance for and ability to deal with Volatility,              

Uncertainty, Complexity, and Ambiguity. 

According to coach/consultant Finn Jackson (whose words appear in italics throughout this article), with mine in plain 

text: “We are living through a time of change. And every major change brings with it a psychological or emotional 

impact. These are called transitions. Changes happen in the outer world. They are about starting or finishing a        

project, role, or relationship. Transitions happen in our inner world: they are about the impacts these changes have 

on our identity and emotions.” 

When we only work with the changes we can see or measure, we might miss the deeper meaning of the transitions those 

changes are bringing. 

“Changes involve places, things, events, transactions, and hierarchies. 

Transitions are about meanings, relationships, and stories.” 

In our covenantal faith, we tell stories, to try to express intimate and ultimate truths about what it means to be human. 

Relationships are the glue that bind us together. And meaning-making is everything we do. 

“Changes are visible, tangible. Transitions are invisible, intangible. Changes can happen quickly, one after another. 

Transitions can take a long time for people to work through.” 

There's no way to graph, measure, or plan the transitions that life brings. There isn't one standard timeline for transi-

tions like giving birth, finding a purpose, learning to forgive, healing from a trauma, grieving the loss of a loved one, or 

coming to terms with dying. But those are the things that really matter, aren't they? 

Transitions matter more than changes. 

Here's the good news: Unitarian Universalism is a great place to develop our VUCABILITY! We proudly proclaim our 

Living Tradition. Our history encompasses monumental changes in theology, culture, and practice over the centuries 

that our faith has developed into what we now know as UUism. 

One way that our faith is keeping current is the Article II Commission.  Tasked with updating the part of our UUA       

bylaws that contain the Principles and Purposes, the commission has released a draft update. I'm sure you'll want to 

read it, and maybe even attend a feedback session this month. You can find it all at this link . 

Here's one small change that I'm still moving into as your minister: I'm moving to a new email address that works with 

our web address and other staff email. It's minister@uuerie.org. Won't you come along with me to a new domain? 

Finally, I hope you'll decide to join us for our November services, as we consider what it means to move down the path 

of Change, together.  

Blessings on all the changes, shifts, and transitions of our lives. May they bear fruit of joy and fulfillment! 

 

See you soon, 

Rev. Kristina 

Unpaid leave for November:  21st-28th   

https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/article-ii-study-commission/blog/draft-feedback


  3 

PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON NOVEMBER 13  

Our guest speaker via Zoom is the Rev. Michael Dowd. Since April 2002, Michael 

and his wife (UU science writer and fellow climate activist Connie Barlow) have traveled 

North America delivering talks in some 500 UU congregations, summer camps, and min-

ister retreats, as well as for other religious and secular groups. 

Their pro science, pro future ministry was featured as the cover story of our national mem-

bership magazine, UU World, in the spring of 2006. They’ve also been featured in major 

media throughout the U.S. and Canada, and Michael and Connie were honored as 2016 

“UU Religious Humanists of the Year” at General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio. 

November, the month for Thanksgiving. It is an opportunity to focus on Gratitude. I have 

been trying to develop a gratitude practice.  An intentional action to do each day.  It is harder 

than I imagined it would be.  Not because I don’t have a long, long list of people, circumstanc-

es, and things that I am very grateful for. It is because, a daily practice requires some formal 

noticing and acknowledgment to be done, well… daily.  In the spirit of gratitude,  

I try to remember that doing something is better than doing nothing, and even if a practice 

isn’t perfect, it’s better to try. One of the suggested practices is to just rattle off people in your 

life you are grateful for.  I never get too far into the list before noticing how many “church 

people” are there.  I have met many of my favorite people in the world at UUCE. 

 

So in this month of Thanksgiving, as you consider your own gratitudes, know that you are 

likely on someone else’s list.  Thank you for being who you are, and bringing your gifts to the 

world. 

 

~Nanci Lorei 
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NOTES FROM THE  CHALKBOARD 

 Be the person you needed when you were younger- Ayesha Siddiqi  

 

I believe this quote from Ayesha Siddiqi is relatable to so many people. Thinking back to your 

younger years ... do you wish there was someone there that understood you better? Perhaps you 

did have someone that made a profound and positive impact on your life, and you'd like to pay it 

forward? The classroom is a place for all of us to teach and to learn, and we have a small but 

mighty group of youth that are smart, engaging, and an absolute joy to spend time with. Is there 

something you believe you can offer in the classroom that aligns with our Unitarian Universalist 

principles? Would you want to just talk to the youth about your journey and what brought you to 

the Unitarian Universalist faith? Please consider getting the clearances need to be in the class-

room, and remember, having clearances is not binding you to volunteer in the religious education 

program. Having your clearances is giving you an opportunity to be the person you needed when 

you were younger. Look to the Weekend News during the month of November to find the links you 

need, and all it will cost you is a little of your time. If you need assistance or have any questions, 

please let me know, I'm here to help. I hope each and every one of you enjoy the beautiful month 

of November and all the gifts it brings.  

Be well.  

Be blessed.  

Much Love.  

Michele Paich ~ Director of Religious Education  

 

redirector@uuerie.org  



  5 

 

 

A CORNUCOPIA OF COLORS 

UUCE SERVICE AUCTION 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

5:30 – 8:30 

Come select the colors you want from our UUCE Cornucopia!  Please come to our 

UUCE service auction on Saturday, November 19th!!  It is time to see what colorful 

items and services are available for your bids.  The fun will start at 5:30.   You will 

have a chance to support our congregation by bidding on the variety of offerings made 

by our fellow congregants.  While bidding on the silent auction items, you can enjoy 

yummy appetizers and scrumptious desserts. 

We do need your help supplying that good food.  Please offer to supply an appetizer or 
dessert.  Sign-up sheets are in the Olympia Brown, room or you can email Edie at 
edie_cultu@yahoo.com.   You can also volunteer to work in the kitchen or help          
clean-up when all the fun is over with. 
 

The catalog of offerings will be coming out in about a week.  If you are sadly unable to 

join us that evening, there will be information about making a pre-bid.   

The UUCE service auction is always a fun evening and a great opportunity to spend 
time together.  It is also a major fund-raising event for our congregation.   

If you still wish to donate an item for the auction, you can email the              
donation form attached to this email to Joanne@uuerie.org                                                              

until Friday, November 4. 

Please join us for A Cornucopia of Colors!! 

mailto:edie_cultu@yahoo.com


Board Meeting held on October 20, 2022 

• Informational items 

 Building rekeying project is completed 

 Service Auction on 11.19—need lots of participants 

 Get Connected board is up 

 Mike Balsan will lead piano restoration project funding 

 Still need $910 for camera 

• Minister’s report 

 Upcoming Pittsburgh cluster meeting; registration still open 

 Switching over to new email account—minister@uuce.org   

 Installation will be in the spring; will need budget 

 Two Wellspring groups organized; one now and one in January 

• Building and Grounds 

 Grass/weeds in parking lot mowed 

 Goals 

• Replace the stained tiles in the library 

• Replace lights on hanging branch sculpture in sanctuary 

• Secured the snow plowing contractor and are in the process of documenting with a contract 

• Change furnace filters as needed 

• Fill softening system with salt as needed 

• Will be looking into parking lot issues again 

• Caring Committee 

 November bag sandwiches will be adding soup; need servers  

 Card blitz in October 

 November 18th making breakfast and snack bags for Our Neighbor’s Place 

 Our Neighbor’s Place needs winter items; Wendy will coordinate 

 February 26 will be another Sunday supper at Church of the Covenant 

 LECOM senior living center has requested another service from Rev. Kristina and team 

 Will be soliciting again for volunteers for congregational news 

• Hospitality 

 Potlucks running well; need committees to sign up 

 Coffee hour signups going well; won’t be a coffee hour if no one signs up 

 Continually organizing and cleaning kitchen to make easy for users 

• Membership Committee 

 Need additional greeters 

 Will plan Introduction to UU in the spring 

• Memorial Garden Commission 

 Officers 

• President  Janet Krack 

• Vice President Roberta McCall 

• Secretary  Alice Beavers 

• Treasurer  Bryan Hed 

• Board liaison Greg Blackman 

 Will have meetings in July, October, January, April 

 New brochure designed 

 

  

mailto:account—minister@uuce.org


• Social Justice Committee 

 8 volunteers from the congregation worked a voter registration event at the mall 

 Mary Desmone has organized an ongoing letter writing and card campaign 

• Sunday Services Planning Committee 

 Committee has been restructured 

 Collaborating with Social Justice for speakers 

 Streamlined announcements 

• Finance  

 Accounts reconciled  

 Building and grounds value added to the balance sheet 

• Old Business 

 Board retreat 11.4 (dinner) and 11.5 (9:00-2:00) 

 Board members should be present for Congregational meeting on 10.30.22 

 Reports for congregational meeting received on time—thank you 

• New Business 

 Text-to-give option in finance software.  Will be setup for discussion at congregational meeting 

10.30.22 

 Parking lot 

• Leigh is meeting with paving companies and will have a formal report in November 

• Congregation will be notified at the congregational meeting that the board is looking into 

parking lot options 

 Nanci discussed ongoing interest in doing more congregational fun events 

 Linda Graff and Rev. Kristina will investigate and write a draft policy for support and service animals. 

 Nanci and Leigh are working on Rev. Kristina’s Renewal of Fellowship due at the end of the month;  

 Rev. Kristina and the Committee on Shared Ministry also complete sections. 

 Annette and Beth are willing to do the Christmas Giving Program for Erie Dawn if no one steps                  

forward. 

 Discussion about finances for committees if there is need beyond the budgeted amount 

 Guidelines are needed for Weekend News.  Suggestions were made and should be run through the 

Communications Committee.  

• Rev. Kristina led the board in discussion of the Widening the Circle of Concern material. 

• Next board meeting Thursday, 11.17 at 6:00 via Zoom 

Rev. Jane Thickstun was ordained in 2000 after receiving her Masters in Divinity from the Meadville 

Lombard Theological School.  She also has a Master of Arts Degree and Bachelor’s Degree from 

Georgetown University.  Since her ordination, Rev. Jane has served as a settled Minister at the UU  

Fellowship of Midland, Michigan and the Keene, New Hampshire UU Church, and most recently the 

UU Church of the North Hills in Pittsburgh.  She has also served as an Interim Minister at several UU 

congregations.  In addition, Rev. Jane served as a Chaplain at a nursing home in Westmoreland, New 

Hampshire and a Campus Minister and Adjunct Faculty Member at Keene (NH) State College.  

Biography of our Guest Speaker on November 27 
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The Article II Study Commission is excited to share a full draft of Article II (PDF, 3 Pag-

es) for feedback. The Study Commission's outreach team will be hosting Zoom feedback 

sessions in the first half of November, along with gathering feedback through a forthcom-

ing online form for individual comments. 

The Study Commission will present its final draft to the Board in January for inclusion on 

the agenda for General Assembly 2023. It will then be the subject of mini-Assemblies be-

fore the initial vote at GA 2023. If it passes that delegate vote by a majority, it will require a 

2/3 majority vote at GA 2024 to become the new Article II of the Bylaws. 

This draft makes significant changes to Article II. We invite you to read it using one of the 

practices we have started following in our work: 

1. Read it the first time to observe how it makes you feel. 

2. Read a second time, observe what it makes you think. 

3.  Finally read it a third time before thinking about any suggestions. 

 

It will be ideal if you can hold suggestions until the online form is available so that they can 

be more easily gathered and read. But do feel free to direct questions 

to changemanager@uua.org. 

ZOOM FEEDBACK SESSION REGISTRATION 

Saturday, 11/05 at 3 p.m. Eastern 
 
Sunday, 11/06 at 2 p.m. Eastern 

Tuesday, 11/08 at 10 p.m. Eastern 

Wednesday, 11/09 at 8 p.m. Eastern 

Thursday, 11/10 at 7 p.m. Eastern 

Saturday, 11/12 at 3 p.m. Eastern 

Sunday, 11/13 at 2 p.m. Eastern 

Monday, 11/14 at 9 p.m Eastern 

Article II Study Commission Draft Feedback Sessions - UUA.org 

https://www.uua.org/files/2022-10/article2_draft_language_102022.pdf
https://www.uua.org/files/2022-10/article2_draft_language_102022.pdf
https://uua.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0od-6hqzstG9M9RmdlOvypracVGxeTTq32
https://uua.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAuce-hqTgtHNYrRCcEcS74pw3HoRgLbnDT
https://uua.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAtcuGqrj8uG9FU-Q7g8Ts2wHKR8Yb7rguv
https://uua.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUuf-6gpjItGtwT0XX-yCq2AOljYJJw-cuP
https://uua.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0qcuyppjgpE9xMukttAp8Vut0FitASW9fU
https://uua.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMucOCpqDsuHNdzAJBidZICA5HdzN7WlGk3
https://uua.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUod-qsrzkpH9X7ukw2LmzI_yE3EPPpLz9m
https://uua.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqduirrTwsHtLtxXefyhgpl5xjOly1h7_E
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Help is needed at Our Neighbors’ Place Overflow Shelter 

As Our Neighbors’ Place (ONP) plans for our eleventh season, we are once again asking for your 

faithful support in running a successful faith-based shelter.  

We are collecting the following items:  

 Men’s size large boxer briefs   

 White crew socks  

 Winter gloves (Not the lightweight ones, please. Think about being outside for 

most of the day.)  

 Sample size deodorant, toothpaste, lotion.  

 Disposable razors  

Funding is not available for a full staff during the 11:00 – 3:00 and 3:00 – 7:00 shifts. Therefore, 

we will return to depending on volunteers during the night and early morning hours. Coordina-

tors will work harder at de-escalating difficulties to enable guests to remain sheltered as we are 

the “last resort” for shelter.  

First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant (FPCC) is hosting ONP during these weeks:  

 

1. November 16, 2022, beginning at 7:00 pm through November 22,  2022,ending at 7:00 am  

2. January 4, 2023, beginning at 7:00 pm through January 10, 2023,ending at 7:00 am  

3. February 8, 2023, beginning at 7:00 pm through February 14, 2023,ending at 7:00 am  

4. March 15, 2023, beginning at 7:00 pm through March 21, 2023,ending at 7:00 am  

 

How the UUCE can help in addition to the meal and snack and breakfast bags that we do: 

 Provide volunteers for the night. Four volunteers are needed for the 7:00 –11:00 pm shift 

 and three volunteers (please include a man and a woman) for each of the 11:00 pm – 

 3:00 am and the 3:00 – 7:00 am shifts. (There are support people there for you, you will 

 not be alone).  

Let Wendy Ormond know if you are willing to do this. 814-835-5036 or wormond56@gmail.com 

or FPCC Pat Tracy 814-504-2220 (cell). Email: tptracy72@gmail.com.  



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday                          

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

November Birthdays
   

 03—Nanci Lorei 

16—Kat Wolper 

21—Steve Sullivan 

28—Lynne Rhodes 

30—Rebecca Olanrewaju 

 

 

 

Service Attendance: 

October 2—Courage in our Congregation—Kelly Armor—42 in the sanctuary,  

         10 on Zoom. 

October 9—How Related We Were: Indigenous People's Day 2022—  

        Rev. Kristina Church—39 in the sanctuary, 9 on Zoom. 

October 16—Second Chances and the Criminal Justice System—Maria Goellner  -  

          40 in the sanctuary, 8 on Zoom. 

October 23—Love Means Saying You’re Sorry—Rev. Kristina Church—  

           29 in the sanctuary, 6 on Zoom. 

October 30—Have No Fear...Halloween is Here! - Rev. Kristina Church—  

          38 in the Sanctuary—6 on Zoom. 

   

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the            

November issue is                                                    

Tuesday, November 15 

 Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

  

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



November 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m. on 
Zoom and in     
person 

Upper Room 
Lunch                          
Preparation.  

Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   Zoom 
and in person 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Tuesday Morning 
Music Club 9-Noon 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 7 

p.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. Zoom 
and in person 

  

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                       

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics              

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics       

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m.  Zoom 
and in person  

Potluck lunch 
after the service 

Music Together 

5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Board Meeting 6 

p.m. on Zoom 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. via Zoom Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic Community       

7 p.m.  at UUCE 


