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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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September 4 Occupation:  The Power of Doing  

 Speaker:  Christine Linkie  

The word “occupation” does not necessarily mean “job;” it also refers to 
the activities that we do that occupy our time. This Labor Day weekend 
service explores the power of occupation--that is, meaningful activities--to 
positively affect our health, identity, and well-being. Christine Linkie is a 
member of our congregation and currently teaches in the Occupational 
Therapy Program in the School of Public Health and Health Professions at 
the University at Buffalo. She specializes in mental health and occupation. 
This is our last Summer Lite service and is in person only. 

Please join us in the Olympia Brown Room after the service to prepare 
lunches for The Upper Room! 

September  11 Never the Same River Twice 

 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

Join us for our traditional Ingathering ceremony, known as Water       
Communion. Our existence on this earth is everflowing, ever changing, 
eternally moving on. In the same way, our community is a living,     
breathing organism that's never the same from one moment to the next. 
Let's honor all that we share, here on this restless river called Life.        
Congregational Leaders will be recognized.   Potluck luncheon follows the 
service. 

September 18 Everyone Belongs 

 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

This month marks the 252nd anniversary of John Murray's arrival in the 
colonies, the formal beginning of the movement known as American     
Universalism. How are we caring for this bold vision of universal             
belonging? How do we honor our heritage, while moving bravely into a 
future that brings change and renewal? 

September 25  Our Democracy:      
    Can we? Should we?  Will we?  

 Speaker:  Rev. Joan M. Sabatino, Director, UUJusticePA 
   (biography on page 5) 

We are living through difficult times in our country, but this is not the first 
time.   What can, should, will we do to save the dream of democracy? 

       

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75 
minutes and are  available both in person and via Zoom.  Please see 
our website for the Zoom link.     September Theme:  Belonging  
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

We are all longing to go home to some place 
we have never been—a place half-remembered and half-envisioned 
we can only catch glimpses of from time to time. 
Community. 
Somewhere, there are people to whom we can speak with passion 
without having the words catch in our throats. 
Somewhere a circle of hands 
will open to receive us, eyes will light up as we enter, 
voices will celebrate with us whenever we come into our own power. 
Community means strength 
that joins our strength to do the work that needs to be done. 
Arms to hold us when we falter. 
A circle of healing. 
A circle of friends. 
Someplace where we can be free. 
--Starhawk 
 
Greetings, members and friends of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie. 
 
Here we are, at the threshold of another congregational year. 
 
How are you doing? 
 
For all of us, there have been joys over the summer, and there have been sorrows. 
 
And after all our wanderings, it's time to come home, to this circle of community that can hold 
them all. 
 
I invite you to join us this month for our Sunday services, as we consider the path of Belonging. 
 
On September 11th, we'll hold our traditional Ingathering ceremony, known as Water Communion. I 
hope you'll join us as we each share a bit of water, pouring them into a common vessel, in a        
symbolic re-gathering of our community. For this ritual, you're invited to bring a small container of 
water that symbolizes a transition you are navigating in your life, but it's not necessary to bring     
water. (I always forget my water!) You can always just use the water that we'll provide. 
 
September 11th will also be the regathering of a very important part of our community: the          
wonderful folks who make up our tech team! Yes, we'll be offering a blended service format once 
again, so that folks can join us in person, or via Zoom. So we'll begin sending the information about 
Zoom links, so you can join us online if that works better for you. Either way, we'll be delighted to 
welcome you! 
 
After the service, we'll begin again with another UU Erie tradition: our monthly potluck luncheon. 
This year, potlucks will be held following the service on the second Sunday of each month. Please 
join us in the Olympia Brown room for food and fun and fellowship. Everyone is invited! 
 
I can't wait to be together again. I'll see you very soon! 
 
Yours in faith and belonging, 
 
   ~Rev. Kristina 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

September already.  I’m not ready to say goodbye to summer yet, and we don’t have to for a few 

more weeks.  But much like January feels like a fresh new year, September kind of does too.  Kids 

are starting a new school year, our new church year starts and the subtle changes in weather point 

to new things ahead.   

I am looking forward to finally having RE back in person this year.  Our RE director, Michele 

Paich, has been hard at work with her committee to bring a wonderful program to our                 

children.  The new camera is in place and ready for our first blended service on the new year on 

September 11th.  Pot Luck is that Sunday too!  Lunches for The Upper Room will be made after the 

service on Sunday, the 4th.   

Please check the How-to-get-Connected bulletin board for all the ways to get involved and help out 

to make this a great church year. 

 

~Nanci Lorei, President, Board of Trustees 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THE 2022 ERIE LABOR DAY PARADE  

hosted by The Great Lakes Building & Construction Trades’ Council.   

Monday, September 5, 11th and State Streets, Erie.  Parade begins at 10 a.m.        

Line up begins at 9:30 a.m. 

PLEASE JOIN REV. KRISTINA and other UUCE members and friends                                                

for this wonderful parade.  
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NOTES FROM THE  CHALKBOARD 

 

Summer is winding down, and I hope it gave you all a chance to spend time with 

loved ones and fond memories to cherish. 

On Sunday, September 11th , we will have our Ingathering and Water Communion, and our first 

multigenerational service since the onset of the pandemic. So much has changed as we continue 

to move through these strange times with things continuing to be uncertain. Our Religious         

Education program has been dormant for over two years and I can't begin to imagine what the 

next year will look like. What I do know is we need to be prepared for whatever any given Sunday 

morning has in store for us.  

Please consider signing up to be a teacher volunteer, or to work in the nursery. Teacher and    

student sign-ups will be available on Sunday, September 4th and 11th, and will continue      

throughout the year. I understand that we are having a collective as well as a personal experience 

with the ongoing pandemic, and some of us are not quite ready yet to take on teaching roles, or to 

register our children for classes. Just know that the opportunity is always there when the time is 

right for you. 

As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns. 

 

~Michele Paich, Director of Religious Education, micpaich@hotmail.com, 814-460-4138. 
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Rev. Joan M. Sabatino served as Minister of the First UU Church in Indiana, PA, for over 
fifteen years. During that time, she and the congregation worked together to change their      
image in the community by being a consistent, legitimate voice for liberal religion in a small, 
conservative western PA town. Consequently, First UU grew significantly. The congregation 
granted her Emerita status upon her retirement in June 2019, 

While in Indiana, PA, Joan cocreated and cochaired the Center for Community Growth, a   
progressive advocacy group. The Center helped elect several UUs to the Indiana Borough 
Council, the Indiana Area School Board, and helped to elect one County Commissioner. 

She is the mother of three adult daughters, has one grandson (age 12), and two one-year old 
cousins. She relocated to Harrisburg to take her job with UUJusticePA and she lives in        
midtown in a small row house with her dog, Lady. 

For the return of the UUCE Service Auction  on Saturday, November 19!   

You will find tremendous bargains and lots of fun. Start thinking now of what you will offer for sale. 

More info and donation forms coming in the next Beacon.  

Mark the date now - November 19!  

 
BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER SEPTEMBER 25 
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Board meeting held on August 17, 2022 

• Welcome to new board member, Matt Jorden 

• Rev. Kristina highlighted her report: 

 Master calendar and planning for next year to be finished soon 

 Working on monthly themes with Soul Matters 

 Planning book group with UU common read,  Mistakes and Miracles: Congregations on the Road to Multiculturalism  

 8th principle review and Widening the Circle of Concern—will work with board and then branch out into               

congregation 

• Building and Grounds—front entrance weeded and mulched; dead tree removed 

• Membership—greeters organized; recommend contact people regarding beginning of church year and potluck on second 

Sunday now.  

• Caring Committee—lunches for Upper Room to begin in September on first Sunday for homeless 

• Religious Education—Michele Paich contract completed; 3rd open house for parents/children held 

• Committee on Shared Ministry—need another member; committee and Rev. Kristina working on it 

• Social Justice— guest speaker in September for UUthe VotePA with Rev. Joan 

• Finance—no formal report; received preliminary total of $52,585 from 51 donors 

• Communications—no report 

• Hospitality—potlucks to begin on second Sunday in September 

• Memorial Garden—draft bylaws written; committee formed 

• Old Business 

 Keys/Security 

• Ready to proceed; differentiated security codes will identify each person who enters 

• Two lock boxes; one for guests/renters and one for members needing to arrive early on Sunday 

 Policies and procedures 

• Linda Graff and Leigh Kostis have found minutes from 2001-present and organized 

• Recommend that last 10 years be scanned and saved 

• Linda has reorganized Google Docs Board page 

• Library policy to be approved in September 

• Update board member duties from old version 

 Leigh is working on new service auction software recommendations 

 List of board priorities for 2022-23 has been developed with time line.  Most immediate: 

• Need month by month timeline 

• Display board for community engagement 

• Plaque and legend for Olympia Brown mural 

• Board retreat in October 

•  Updating minister’s contract  

• Erie Times News ad             

• Volunteers to manage Millcreek Food Bank collections and Holiday Wish Tree 

• New Business 

 Board Calendar needed 

 Liaison Assignment changes 

• Building and Grounds—Leigh Kostis 

• Caring—? 

• Communications—Nanci Lorei 

• Finance—Nanci Lorei 

• Hospitality—? 

• Membership—Leigh Kostis 

• Memorial Garden—Greg Blackman/Linda Graff 

• Religious Education—Matt Jorden 

• Shared Ministry—Rev. Kristina 

• Social Justice—Beth Kopay 

• Sunday Services—Annette Krusewicz 

 Widening the Circle of Concern training 

  Next meeting Wednesday, September 21, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.  with time for training 

https://www.uuabookstore.org/Mistakes-and-Miracles-P18521.aspx?_gl=1*f5si0y*_ga*Mjk5NzA0MTE1LjE2MjA0ODY3Mjc.*_ga_CN7F7RET4F*MTY2MDkxNTc5Mi4xNi4xLjE2NjA5MTU3OTIuMC4wLjA.
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Dust off your favorite recipe to share at our first potluck in over 2 years! This potluck will be 

hosted by the Board of Trustees on September 11th.  Potluck will be held on the second Sunday 

of the month for this church year.   Please bring a generous dish to share.   

   

POTLUCK IS BACK! 
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Registration Link for Story Circles: 
 https://forms.gle/cTnotcyhQqciyrZk9 

https://forms.gle/cTnotcyhQqciyrZk9
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Hospitality Calling 
We need to find volunteers to cover potlucks & coffee 
hours for the Sept 4, 2022, to June 25, 2023, church 
calendar.  Please give thought to hosting our treasured 
times of sharing potluck on the second Sunday of each 
month and simple Sunday social hours on the other 
weeks.  Potlucks require at least 5 volunteers and     
coffee hours need 3 volunteers.     

You can sign up here  click here  online or you can use 
the signup sheet on the bulletin board in the Olympia 

Brown room.  

Feel free to trade dates of coverage with other  volunteers on the signup sheet. 

Lack of volunteers could decrease the number of potlucks and 
coffee hours during the year. 

Calling all sandwich makers! This Sunday,           

September 4th, 2022, we will resume making            

sandwiches for The Upper Room. The number of     

lunches has decreased, and we only need to make 40 

sandwiches. There is a twist this year! We will be serving 

lunches at The Upper Room at 1024 Peach Street from 

1:30 to 2:15. If you do not want to make sandwiches, but 

would like to serve a bag lunch, please call me for more 

information. I am looking forward to working with     

everyone again on this good cause!  

~Annette 814-881-8753  

LUNCH PREPARATION FOR THE UPPER ROOM RETURNS 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mIXZ0wxUFm2inn9DCW_pawwDIUBHesVx/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105912111149530967212&rtpof=true&sd=true


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday                          

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

September Birthdays
   

02—Phil Cartwright   29—Ann Townsend 

05—Linda Burfield   29—Lynne Brown 

11—Garrett Lyle-Lindahl 

15—Hannah Cedzo 

18—Lisa Nathanson 

21—Bob Rhodes 

24—Liz Yount 

25—Barb Brennan 

Service Attendance: 

 August 7—Quilting and the Art of Forgiveness  -Linda Graff—   

       in person only participants 22. 

August 14—All About the Night Sky—Jackson Froman—    

       in person only participants 35. 

August 21—Financial Economics and Kindness—Bob Cullen—   

       in person only participants 35. 

August 28—Journey to Chautauqua—10 participants. 

 

   

 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the            

September issue is                                                    

Thursday, September 15 

 Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

  

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



September 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m. in     
person only 

  

Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   Zoom 
and in person 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Music Together       
9:30 –11:30 a.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 

p.m. at UUCE Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                       

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. Zoom 
and in person 

  

Labor Day Parade  

10 am 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30 -6:30 p.m. Board Meeting 6 

p.m. on Zoom 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Alcoholics              

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m.  Zoom 
and in person  

Potluck lunch after 
the service 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                       

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 


