
 UUCE Board Members: 

 

President: 

Nanci Lorei 
 

Vice-President:  

Leigh Kostis 

 

Secretary:  Beth Ann Kopay 

 

Greg Blackman 

Linda Graff 

Matt Jorden 

Annette Krusewicz 

Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie            Mail to:  PO Box 3495                                814-864-9300              uuerie.org

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75 
minutes and are  available both in person and via Zoom.  Please see 
our website for the Zoom link.     October Theme:   Courage 

The Beacon 
October 2022 

October 2  Courage in Our Congregation 

Courage takes many forms in our lives. We may speak truth to power, or take 
a risk with a new relationship or career. It is also needed when we admit we 
were wrong. Three members will share a personal  experience of courage: 
Dan Crotty, Lynne Stephens, and Annette Krusewicz. Come consider the 
many ways we can overcome tyranny and hardship with resolve and spirit. 

 

October 9  How Related We Were:     
    Indigenous People's Day 2022  
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

Genuine and meaningful atonement for the past takes honesty, humility, and 
stamina. In this season of the Jewish High Holy Days, can Unitarian            
Universalists find the courage to face our own past? 

 

October 16   Second Chances and Criminal Justice  
 Speaker:  Maria Goeollner (bio. on page 3) 

Pennsylvania sends too many people to prison for far longer than necessary. 
Sentencing laws that severely limit pathways to relief for excessive and            
unending punishment make the problem even worse. As a result,                         
Pennsylvania has thousands of aging and sick people whose continued            
incarceration serves absolutely no purpose. Families and communities need 
change, and second chance laws are the answer. How do we create a more 
fair and  effective  justice system, that respects our American values of               
individual accountability and dignity, while keeping communities safe? What 
would that look like? What is second chance sentencing and how does it             
relate to concept of redemption? 

  

October 23  Love Means Saying You're Sorry  
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

Unitarian Universalists base our faith on the practice of covenant-- being in 
loving relationship with each other. But what happens when it all goes 
wrong? When things get messy, how can we find the courage and the skill to 
make a meaningful reconciliation? 

 

October 30  Have No Fear...Halloween Is Here!  
  Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church 

Let's have some good fun together during this multigenerational service      
celebrating radical hospitality! 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

To face the world's shadows, a chalice of light. 

To face the world's coldness, a chalice of warmth, 

To face the world's terrors, a chalice of courage. 

To face the world's turmoil, a chalice of peace. 

May its glow fill our spirits, our hearts, and our lives. --Lindsay Bates 

 

Greetings, members and friends of the UU Congregation of Erie! 

This month we'll be looking at the path of Courage. The word courage sometimes makes us think 

about someone with superhuman strength fighting against a foe or protecting somebody from harm.  

But its root comes from the French word for heart, coeur. Courage is about being able to speak and 

act from an authentic place--our vulnerable core. 

As Brene Brown notes, courage and vulnerability cannot be separated; all stories of courage are           

stories of being brave in the face of fear. Sometimes it takes guts simply to look in the mirror,        

without kidding ourselves about what we see there. What we do with that knowledge may demand 

every ounce of strength and resolve we have. 

This month we'll do our best to speak and act from that authentic place. We'll start by reflecting on 

what courage means in our individual lives. We'll also be looking at our own denomination,             

Unitarian Universalism, to discover one way we've found the courage to reconcile with the past, 

while continuing to learn from it. Maria Goellner from Families for Justice Reform will be here on 

the 16th to speak to us about what it will take to create a truly equitable justice system. 

Later in the month we'll examine the mechanics of reconciliation; how do we learn and practice the                      

complementary covenantal skills of apology and forgiveness? And then at the end of October, we'll 

let loose and have some frightfully good fun, with monsters and witches and things that go bump in 

the night. That's right, it's our multigenerational Halloween service! Don't forget that we'll hold our 

first Congregational  Meeting of the year on Sunday, October 30th as well. Come in costume, bring 

your broom...or just come as you are. 

About my schedule: I serve at ¾ time and have one week of unpaid leave each month. My unpaid 

week for October will be the 10th through the 16th.  I'll also be at a ministerial chapter gathering 

from the 17th through the 19th. 

One other request: I'm moving to a congregational email address. If you write to me on or after      

October 1st, please use this one: minister@uuerie.org. If you use my personal hotmail address, 

you'll receive a reply reminding you to send email to the congregational one. Thanks in advance for 

your patience and flexibility as I make this change! 

Enjoy the beauty of this season in Northwest Pennsylvania. I look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

Blessings, 

Rev. Kristina 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

Maria Goellner (“gell-ner”) is a public interest attorney and advocate for equal justice.  She is 

the Pennsylvania State Policy Director for FAMM, a nonpartisan criminal justice reform        

organization. 

Goellner is a graduate of Fordham University and New York Law School, and previously acted 

as the sole Assistant Federal Defender for the Western District of Pennsylvania’s Erie Division.  

She also served as a defense attorney in Florida’s 20th Judicial Circuit and worked with the 

Legal Aid Society in Queens prior to joining FAMM.  She has protected the rights and dignity 

of thousands of families over the last decade.  She served on the Board of the Erie County Bar 

Association, co-founding its Diversity and Inclusion Division, the Third Circuit Lawyers            

Advisory Committee, and organized with participatory defense hubs.  She was recognized by 

the Pennsylvania Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers for exceptional advocacy and             

commitment to education and equal justice. She is a second-generation American and lives in 

Erie, Pennsylvania, with her family. 

Something new is in the air!  It’s the new church year!  Just like all of you,  I love summer but 
there is something about the beginning of a new year – school year, calendar year, or new church 
year that feels so fresh and hopeful.  Our RE classes have resumed and are ready with great            
programming for kids of all ages.  Our inspiring Sunday services are back to the full complement 
of elements.  We are seeing more people on Sundays in the sanctuary and its great to have           
conversation and snacks at coffee hour after the service.  Sandwich making for the Upper Room 
happens on the first Sunday of each month and potlucks are back on the second Sunday!  Of 
course, zoom is still an option for those unable to gather in person. 

If you have a few minutes to spare, want to connect with other UUs on a project, or are                    
particularly interested in the work of one of the committees, please check the information 
board.  Thanks to all that have raised their hands to help with things.   

We are off to a good start! 

~Nanci Lorei 

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON OCTOBER 16 



  4 

NOTES FROM THE  CHALKBOARD 

 

Be the person you needed when you were younger. 

- Ayesha Siddiqi 

 

Autumn is here and I hope all of you are enjoying the gifts each new season brings. The religious      

education classrooms are open once more, and we are easing into what I believe will be a spirited     

program. I want to thank those who have signed up to be volunteer teachers. I'm looking forward to 

working with each of you. 

If you are interested in signing up to be a teacher volunteer or work in the nursery, there will be a 

teacher orientation on Saturday, October 1 at 4:00 p.m. at the church ... please join us. 

The multigenerational service will be on Sunday, October 30, and I hope to see you all there. 

Please contact me with any questions or concerns, and please make note of my new email address at 

redirector@uuerie.org. 

 

~Michele Paich, Director of Religious Education 
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Board Meeting held on September 21, 2022 

• Welcome to Greg Blackman who was at his first board meeting. 

• Minister’s report 

• Board will work on paperwork for the second renewal of her fellowship by 11.1.22 

• Coordinating with DRE for monthly multigenerational service 

• Regathering pastoral team 

• Facilitating clergy Wellspring group 

• Wellspring 6-session group on Sacred Earth beginning soon. 

• Possible reading group by Committee on Shared Ministry 

• Continuing work with UU the Vote and Social Justice committee 

• Building and Grounds 

• Will be looking into parking lot issues again 

• Caring Committee 

• 95 people served at Sunday supper at Church of the Covenant; we will host again 

• First bag lunch program for Upper Room was a success 

• Went with Rev. Kristina to LECOM senior living center 9.20 to deliver equinox service 

• Hospitality 

• Annette Krusewicz taking over as chair 

• Committees have been assigned to host potlucks; signups for individuals for coffee hours 

• Membership Committee 

• New bulletin board advertising for volunteers for specific tasks 

• New handout for newcomers explaining a bit about us to replace what was on Sunday order of service 

• Revised trifold of Activities at UUCE prepared  

• Leaders were recognized during the 9.11 service 

• Memorial Garden Commission 

• Work party on 9.22 to weed and plant for spring 

• Will meet on 10.2 and elect officers 

• Social Justice Committee 

• Beth Kopay will organize and lead service for Rev. Joan Sabatino as guest speaker for UU Justice PA on 9.25 

• Mary Desmone has acquired a guest speaker for October 

• Sunday Services Planning Committee 

• New video camera working well. 

• Discussions about uploading services to YouTube 

• Reorganization of committee to monthly meetings for service coordinators and quarterly for larger committee 

• Finance  

• Software is working well; Diane and Joanne continue to learn 

• Check from Erie Gives for $59,350 received; $2,435.02 included as matching funds.  

• Discussion on moving funds to new accounts.  Motion passed. 

• Discussion on building maintenance fund with Erie Community Foundation.  Motion passed to leave money there, 
but open a new account for future monies.  Passed. 

• These changes will be fully explained to congregation at the October Congregational Meeting. 

• Old Business 

• Board retreat will include a Friday night dinner and Saturday session.  (Following the meeting 11.4 & 11.5 were  
chosen as the dates). 

• Explanation of Liaison duties for Board of Trustee members 

• New Business 

• Chamberlain Memorial Garden Commission bylaws approved 

• UU Pittsburgh Cluster will have an annual assembly on 11.12 and all board members are encouraged to attend in 
person or by Zoom. 

• Mary Desmone requested that we become a supporting member of UU Justice PA.  The Social Justice committee 
will use funds from their budget this year. 

• Linda Graff brought up that the Weekend News needs to be edited and vetted.  She is interested in working on that.  

• The Service Auction is scheduled for Saturday, November 19.  Edie Cultu and her committee have begun their work. 

• Rev. Kristina led the board in discussion of the Widening the Circle of Concern material. 

• Next board meeting Thursday, 10.20 at 6:00 via Zoom. 
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A CORNUCOPIA OF 

COLORS! 

UUCE SERVICE                 

AUCTION – SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
 

Our UUCE Service Auction is back!!  We will once again have the opportunity to 

gather together, have fun, and raise money for our UUCE coffers.  We will be able to 

bid on the items and services we have all offered.   

Save the date of Saturday, November 19th. 

Let’s create a cornucopia of colors.   

What colors can you add to our cornucopia.  Will it be the yellow of a lemon                 

meringue pie or the blue of your homemade blueberry jam.  Perhaps you can add 

the green of a fresh cut Christmas tree or the purple of transplanted violets.                  

Will you add the red of a knitted hat and scarf or the orange of the carrots in a             

vegetarian dinner?  Be creative!  Think of a service you could offer – a dinner,             

computer lessons, a car wash, gardening, cat sitting, window washing, a hike in the 

woods, an outdoor barbecue, and so much more.  Do you have some items that 

could go into our silent auction – jams, knitted items, baked goods, gift certificates, 

books, special gifts from abroad, and others?   

Please fill out the donation form that is included in this newsletter and is available 
in the Olympia Brown room.  Please return your form by Sunday, October 30 so it 

can be included in the auction catalog.  If you have questions, please contact                     
Edie Cultu at edie_cultu@yahoo.com.                                                                                                 

Now is the time to make our offers that will fill our cornucopia!   

Let’s create our UUCE Cornucopia of Colors! 

mailto:edie_cultu@yahoo.com
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Friends of Mary Beth McCarthy from Penn State Behrend are raising funds 

to place a bench within the arboretum on the campus of Penn State Behrend 

to honor Mary Beth.   Please see information below.   

If you’d like to contribute to this effort, you can make a gift on the                         

University’s community-funded platform at this link. Payment by check is 

also an option—made out to “Penn State,” indicating “Mary Beth McCarthy” 

in the memo line, and mailed to:  

Penn State Behrend 

Development & Alumni Relations 

4213 Station Road 

Erie, PA 16563 

 

Mary Beth devoted herself to others. In her profession, at Penn State Behrend from 1980-2014, she found 

fulfillment in helping college students find their paths and often happily extended her skills to others in 

search of their next journey. Shortly before her retirement at Behrend she was interviewed for the Behrend 

Blog series of “Women in History Month” that encapsulates her time at Behrend as well as insights on a 

very special woman. 

She also volunteered her time to schools, educating young people on purposeful gardening and                    

environmental stewardship. Mary Beth was in the first Penn State Master Gardener class trained in Erie. 

She was active with the program for sixteen years and served on the Program Advisory Committee for           

several terms. 

She was involved with the Elementary School Gardens established in partnership with the Erie School          

District. She enjoyed teaching the students about planting, maintaining, and harvesting the garden. 

In early 2021, Erie Urban Forests launched an initiative to plant 6,000 trees in Erie County by the end of 

the summer. Mary Beth was involved in this project and was instrumental in getting a tree planted at each 

of the elementary school gardens which provided needed shade for educational lessons. 

Mary Beth was active with the Behrend arboretum, giving tours and sharing her knowledge of trees with 

others. She conducted tours for the Master Gardeners as well as attendees at several of the Master                

Gardener Spring Seminars. 

She was a seven-year member of the Carrie T. Watson Garden Club. She served on the conservation           

committee and was the Chair for several years. 

She was a long-time member in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie, where she found comfort, 

companionship and spiritual growth. MaryBeth brought energy and kindness to all she did, from providing 

pastoral visits to folks in need, participating in religious education for adults and children, serving on the 

congregational Board of Trustees, or taking part in the Peaceful Raven Buddhist Sangha. 

Through all these pursuits and others, she fostered an ever-growing circle of close friends who were often 

more like family. Always with community and companionship in her heart, she drank in literature, visual 

arts, music, theater, and spiritual studies with others. A great admirer and supporter of the arts, she was 

constantly inspired to create in her free time. Her primary media were flower bulbs, seeds, and shovels, 

which she used to create the remarkable and lush gardens she will be remembered by. 

Friends of Mary Beth would like to provide a small space within the arboretum at Penn State Behrend by 

dedicating a bench alongside a tree planted at her time of retirement, in remembrance of a dear friend, 

mentor, and colleague. 

FRIENDS OF MARY BETH MCCARTHY  
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Hospitality Calling 
We need to find volunteers to cover potlucks & coffee 
hours for the 2022-2023 church calendar.  Please give 
thought to hosting our treasured times of sharing           
potluck on the second Sunday of each month and                  
simple Sunday social hours on the other weeks.               
Potlucks require at least 5 volunteers and coffee hours 
need 3 volunteers.     

You can sign up here  click here  online or you can use 
the signup sheet on the bulletin board in the Olympia 

Brown room.  

Feel free to trade dates of coverage with other volunteers on the signup sheet. 

Lack of volunteers could decrease the number of potlucks and 
coffee hours during the year. 

Calling all sandwich makers! October 2 we will join 

together after the service to again make sandwiches for 

The Upper Room.  

We will be serving lunches at The Upper Room at 1024 

Peach Street from 1:30 to 2:15. If you do not want to 

make sandwiches, but would like to serve a bag lunch, 

please call me for more information.  

I am looking forward to working with everyone again on 

this good cause!  

~Annette 814-881-8753  

LUNCH PREPARATION FOR THE UPPER ROOM CONTINUES 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mIXZ0wxUFm2inn9DCW_pawwDIUBHesVx/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105912111149530967212&rtpof=true&sd=true


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday                          

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

October Birthdays
   

01—Farman (Clyde) Wolper 

13—Bob Guthrie 

15—Bryan Hed 

25—Adele Crotty 

 

 

 

  

Service Attendance: 

 September 4—Occupation:  The Power of Doing—Christine Linkie—  

         28 participants. 

September 11—Never the Same River Twice—Rev. Kristina Church—  

                           48 in the sanctuary, 10 on Zoom. 

September 18—Everyone Belongs—Rev. Kristina Church—    

               42 in the sanctuary, 15 on Zoom. 

September 25—Our Democracy:  Can We? Should We? Will We? -    

             Rev. Joan Sabatino—39 in the sanctuary, 18 on Zoom. 

 

   

 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the            

November issue is                                                    

Saturday, October 15 

 Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

  

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



October 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31       

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m. on Zoom 
and in person 

Upper Room Lunch 
Preparation.  

Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   Zoom 
and in person 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Music Together       
9:30 –11:30 a.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 7 

p.m. at UUCE 
Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                       

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. Zoom 
and in person 

  

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Alcoholics              

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m.  Zoom 
and in person  

Potluck lunch after 
the service 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café                 

1-3 p.m. 

Board Meeting 6 

p.m. on Zoom 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. Zoom 
and in person 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. via Zoom 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Memorial      

Service                  

1-4:30 p.m. 

Congregational 

Meeting at Noon 

Indigenous Peoples 

Day 


