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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

July 3 Independence Day Our Way:     
      A UU Celebration 

Join us for our annual Independence Day celebration with poetry, music 
and reminders of why we Unitarian Universalists celebrate                         
Independence Day, our way.  Service Coordinators: Regis Sabol and Pat 
Lorei.    

 
July 10 How Our Congregation’s History Unites Us 
 
Theresa Gamble, a long time UU member and  professional archivist, will 
share photos and documents from Erie UU history.  She will host an        
informal discussion of how to keep our heritage visible to members and 
visitors in the future.   During this summer lite service, Jan Woods will also 
play a few of our favorite hymns for those who have been longing for an 
opportunity to sing-a-long. Jan Woods and Lisa Nathanson will sponsor  
social hour with maple ice tea and maple treats.   
 

July 17  Listening and Reflecting    
 Coordinators Garrett Lindahl and Dixie Morrow. 

 
July 24 Virtual Shared Service (details TBA)  
  Coordinated by Dixie Morrow 
 

July 31 Strong Enough To Bend 
 Led by Rev. Margalie Belizaire, Minister,  
  First Unitarian Church of Orlando, Florida 
  
With the world seeming topsy turvy, we might wonder if we have what it 
takes as people of faith to withstand one crisis after another.  How do we 
bend, but not break under pressure?  Let’s explore this with the following 
blessing by Karen Hering as our anchor text: 
 
   May our mind be clear 
   May our heart be open 
   May our body and spirit be one 
   So that we may serve the world in Love 
   And return safely home 
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Bend low again, night of summer stars. 
So near you are, sky of summer stars, 
So near, a long-arm man can pick off stars, 
Pick off what he wants in the sky bowl, 
So near you are, summer stars, 
So near, strumming, strumming, 
So lazy and hum-strumming. 
   --Carl Sandburg 
 
Greetings, members and friends of UU Erie! 
 
 
We're just a couple of days, really, into that fleeting, starry, sultry season we call summer. 
 
I hope you are enjoying your gardens, your picnics, your outdoor concerts, your road trips, your warm
-weather adventures. After a trip to Portland, Oregon to attend our General Assembly, I'm still out of 
town, in Boise, Idaho, where my son, Rafa, and I are spending some time with Grandma and      
Grandpa. 
 
Nonetheless, I'm always available if you need anything. Just reach out via email, and I will reach back 
as soon as our traveling schedule allows. 
 
Very soon, we'll meet up with some of you at CERSI, the Central East Region's Summer Institute. I've 
heard so much about this gathering. I can't wait to enjoy this special time in a special summer       
community of UU's, learning, growing, singing, and recreating together! 
 
And then it will be time to look ahead to the coming seasons and plan the many ways in which we'll 
create more connections, more inspiration, and more action for peace and justice in the new           
congregational year. It will be here very soon! 
 
Meanwhile, let's enjoy the warm, starry nights. May your summer adventures be joyful and may the 
memories you make be lasting. 
 
Blessings, and I'll see you soon! 
 
Rev. Kristina 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

 

ERIE GIVES DAY—AUGUST 9, 2022—8 A.M.-8 P.M. 

Mark your calendars for this day of support for nonprofits.  As always, 

the Erie Community Foundation and their sponsors will enhance your 

gift by providing a prorated match to each gift made. 

Donating is easy.  See the weekend news for details.   

Please donate on this special day! 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

I hope you are enjoying summer.  I enjoyed some time at the UUCE building pulling weeds with friends.  (so 

much more pleasant than just pulling weeds).  There are lots of ways to spend some time with UU friends 

and accomplish some much needed tasks at UUCE.  Interested in connecting and helping out?  Here are 

some current and upcoming needs.  These range from an hour or two to a longer term commitment.  Please 

take a look and stay tuned for sign-ups or let me know what you would like to do. 

Weeding and/or spreading mulch at church grounds 

Memorial Garden work parties 

Children’s RE – committee and teachers for upcoming year 

Organize and conduct the piano repair fund raiser 

Hospitality – helping with social hour, pot luck 

Making sandwiches for Upper Room – starts in September 

Calling people after they visit a service 

Calling people when we don’t see them for a while 

New member luncheons 

New member buddies 

Coordinate Food Bank collection 

Coordinate Christmas gift tree 

Work on the website 

Organize and proof Thursday news  

Organize historical records 

Help with service auction  

Memory Café helper 

This list will continue to grow and change. Have an idea?  Please reach out to Nanci or Joanne 

The old expression – Many hands make light work – is never more true than now.  Add to that the joy of get-

ting to know someone a bit better by working together and it is a winning combination.   

 

~Nanci Lorei 

  

AV UPDATE to Improve Zoom and In-Person Worship 

Our audio visual committee is looking to upgrade our gear! Our plan is to replace the two cameras (one 
for musicians and one for the pulpit) with a wall mounted, remotely operated camera that can handle 
several different camera angles and shots. This will eliminate the cables and tripods currently in the  
sanctuary and give us more control and flexibility when we restart our blended services in                      
September.  We hope to get the equipment installed in the late summer! The equipment, plus installa-
tion, will cost $5000. Anyone wishing to make a monetary donation to make this happen contact Nanci 
Lorei at Nanci.lorei@marshamarsh.com.   
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NOTES FROM THE     

RE CHALKBOARD 

Summer is upon us and what a beautiful one it's been. 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying all that the warmer weather has to offer. 

There will be two more open classrooms this summer during the Sunday morning service as a 

time for any children and youth to meet and/or get reacquainted with each other. So if you 

are a family with school age children, I encourage you to come for a wonderful summer lite 

service on July 17th and August 14th ... Classroom B will be open and there will be activities 

and conversation and snacks available. 

Please note the nursery will be closed until September 11th. 

Hope to see some new and familiar faces!!! 

On another note, I was recently asked if there will be any religious education classes available 

aside from Sunday mornings. 

The short answer to that is no. 

I fully understand that life is busy, and not all families are able to make it to church on Sun-

day mornings, but that is the only time that there will be classes available. However, along 

with putting together a curriculum, I will also be working on a take home packet that will be 

available for families to take home so children can work on faith development when their 

schedule allows. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

~Michele Paich, RE Director—micpaich@hotmail.com—814-460-4138 
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BOARD MEETING HELD ON JUNE 8, 2022  

• Rev. Kristina highlighted her report: 

 Will help a group of members to form a UU Christian group, but won’t lead 

 Working with Michele Paich on RE plans 

 Speaking at Gun Rally on 6.11.22 

 Conversation on Right Relations to begin next year 

 Pastoral Care—lots of people in need right now 

• Committee reports: 

 Sunday Services—Summer lite services arranged; 3 in person and 1 to be shared online with Pitts-

burgh cluster congregations.  No Zoom services at UUCE.  

 Building and Grounds—no report given 

 Membership—4 new members welcomed on 6.12.22 

 Caring Committee—lunches for Upper Room to begin in September on first Sunday; motion to 

move Pot Luck to second Sundays; July dinner for homeless 

 Religious Education—Michele Paich taking online classes and beginning prep for return to Chil-

dren’s RE; 3 opportunities this summer for reconnection with children 

 Committee on Shared Ministry—finished all INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT conversations; report out at 

congregational meeting 6.12.22 

 Social Justice— Gun Rally on 6.11.22; turned in a budget 

 Finance— Diane Guthrie, Treasurer, gave report. Reconciliations are up-to-date with all systems 

and bank; Quickbook data to be stored and then cancel subscription; budget reviewed and approved 

for 22-23; had endowment meeting with Erie Community Foundation to understand differences 

with various types of endowments. 

 Communications—meeting held; many types of communication discussed; not all information is 

getting to all types of communication; website needs work, maybe an intern in the fall? 

• Old Business 

 Nominating committee for new Board of Trustee member 

• Annette, Steve, and Blair have terms expiring. 

• Annette Krusewicz, Greg Blackman, and Linda Graff have been nominated and accepted 

nominations.  Vote on June 12 at congregational meeting.  Additional nominations can be 

made from the floor.  

 Keys/Security 

• Ready to proceed; differentiated security codes will identify each person who enters 

• Motioned to hire Mueller Locksmith for $500 or less to rekey building 

 Piano needs long term care; will need its own fundraiser 

 Finding and filing of records 

• Linda Graff wants to work on this; will need new file cabinets 

• New Business 

 Budget 

• Based on conservative numbers from last year 

• Planning on service auction fund raiser 

• No building use fees last year; this year is good so far 

• Will carry over some money from last year to next; new expenses will hit right at end of this 

fiscal year 

• Held short executive session for budget discussion on salaries 

 AV equipment 

• Need for central, directional camera @ $5,000 installed.   

• Nanci collecting pledges 

• Vote from congregation needed 

• Hope to have installed in summer  

• Next meeting Wednesday, July 20, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.   
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Members attending in person: 23 Members attending via Zoom: 5 

• Rev. Kristina highlighted her report 
 Grateful for everyone during this time of unpredictable change and    challenges 

• Opening sanctuary after only online for over a year 
• Working through all the finances due to software program changes 
• Holding Mission conversations 
• Welcoming new members 

 Continue to improve blended services; summer lite will be only in person 
 RE programs will restart with Michele Paich as new RE director 
 Creating a Communications Team to improve internal and external communications 

Working on covenant faith building and right relations conversations 
• Committee reports 

 Written reports emailed to all voting members 

• Caring Committee omitted—report by Annette Krusewicz; planning on being 

more active in congregation and community; sandwiches for Upper Room will 

begin in September on first Sunday, with Pot Luck moving to second Sunday 

• Finance Report 

 Overview of deposit accounts 

 UUCE bylaws require all legacy gifts from an estate to go to UUA Endowment Fund; 

we receive income each month 

 Community Foundation Building Grant Fund, founded by Al and Peggy Richardson, 

has $37,600.  Requires congregational approval; we have used in past 18 months. 

 Building budget required look back to a “regular” year.  Proposed budget includes  

service auction and pancake breakfast income. 

 Passed motion to nominate Diane Guthrie as Treasurer. 

• Pledge Drive—reported by Leigh Kostis 

 Board of Trustees requested $150,000; pledged amount is $131,000. 

 Concern that return percentage only 67% 

• Nominating Committee 

 Thank you to Blair Tuttle, Steve Sullivan and Annette Krusewicz whose terms have 

expired 

 Greg Blackman, Linda Graff, and Annette Krusewicz were nominated; no nomina-

tions from the floor.  All elected and welcomed to the board 

• Old Business 

 Keys/Security 

• Ready to proceed; differentiated security codes will identify each person who 

enters 

• All needing keys must contact Joanne Davis immediately 

• Email notification will be sent when work is competed 

• Mission conversations--report by Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 

 CONNECT 

• Desire for social connections 

 Social hour, potlucks, little dinners 

 Connecting around food, community, music and arts 

 Both formal and informal ways to connect 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING HELD ON JUNE 12, 2022 
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• Desire for diversity in the congregation 

 Multigenerational 

 New member buddies 

 Check in calls 

 Connections to the community at large 

 Continue Zoom 

 INSPIRE 

• Place for spiritual growth 

 Growth in community 

 Want all members to be safe and be true to self 

• Strong desire for adult education 

 How can I find my path and sources of wisdom? 

 Need more opportunities 

 ACT 

• How to engage in social justice as a congregation 

• We need TO DO 

• Working on things individually, but hard to decide what to do as a congregation 

• Clearinghouse of information? And how to spread out that information 

 

• New Business 

 Next year focus 

• Making better records and procedures and put in writing 

• Religious education 

• New communication committee and improve processes 

• Standing committees and their work 

 Budget 

• Approved for 2022-23 as presented 

 Piano restoration 

• Need for a major restoration at cost of $18,000 

• Insured for $80,000 

• Fund raising will be needed 

 Sanctuary camera 

• Mounted camera that will be able to zoom in on different places and more flexibility 

• Need donations for $5,000 

• To be installed over the summer 

• Congregation approved purchase and to conduct fund raising 

• Erie Gives Day—Tuesday, August 9, 2022 

 Encouragement to pay some or all of pledge, or make a donation this day 

 Receive a pro-rated match 

• Our financial system has a new way to donate online; information to come 

• Business from the floor 

 Summer lite services 

• 3 Sundays a month in person; 1 Sunday a month joining an already existing online service on Zoom; 

last Sunday in June will be GA Zoom service at noon 

 Instillation service for Rev. Kristina in fall 

 Looking for 1 other member for the Children’s RE committee 

• Going to need some volunteer teachers; suggestion to look to colleges to find students who need   

service hours 

 Will there be a public unveiling of the mural? 
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We are so happy to welcome new member, Carol Smith, to our congregation.  Carol took part in 
the Pathway to Unitarian Universalism class in May after attending services via Zoom and in 
person.  Carol is a retired social worker and attends the Buddhist Sangha.  She is pleased to find a 
religious home where she feels comfortable and that aligns with her beliefs and values  

We are looking forward to getting to know you better, Carol! Welcome! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER! 

SUMMER LITE SERVICE SCHEDULE 2022 
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On May 14, nine UUs joined together to pick up 37 bags of trash 
and debris along our assigned route.   

Thanks to Steve Sullivan, Blair Tuttle, Bill Krack, Howard Krack, 
Diane Guthrie, Bob Guthrie, Tabitha Wolf, Pat Lorei and Nanci 
Lorei.   

Our next pick up is planned for July 30th, 9AM  Plan to 
come join the fun!  (Pat will entice you with donuts!) 

HIGHWAY PICKUP 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF CHAUTAUQUA 
SUNDAY SERVICES - 2022 

At the Chautauqua Institution, Sunday Worship Services are held at 9:30 a.m. in the Hall of     

Philosophy during the summer. 

• June 26 - Rev. Alison Wohler, Retired UU Minister, now residing in Columbus, OH 

• July 3 - Rev. Benjamin Pratt, Retired United Methodist Pastor, Pastoral Counselor and 

 Author, now residing in Fairfax, VA 

• July 10 - Rev. Neal Jones, Retired UU Minister and currently a Psychologist at the Pisgah 

 Institute, Asheville, NC 

• July 17 - Rev. Jennifer “Jo” VanRue, Minister, May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society, 

 Syracuse, NY 

• July 24 - Rev. Jacqueline Brett, Minister of Congregational Engagement, Eno River Unitarian 

 Universalist Fellowship, Durham, NC 

• July 31 - Chautauqua Award Recipient from Meadville Lombard Theological School 

• August 7 - Rev. Amy Carol Webb, Minister, River of Grass Unitarian Universalist  

 Congregation, Davie, FL 

• August 14 - Rev. Rebecca Bryan, Minister, First Religious Society Unitarian Universalist, 

 Newburyport, MA 

• August 21 - Rev. Michael McGee, Retired UU Minister, now residing in Sarasota, FL 

• August 28 - Rev. Kristina Church, Minister, UU Congregation of Erie, PA 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday                          

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

July Birthdays
   

 01—Dixie Morrow 

03—Kristin Maguire 

05—Diana Dymski 

05—Gabe Riggin 

09—Brian Lorei 

18—Sheela Horton 

20—Regis Sabol 

20—Kathy Christensen 

27—Patty Munz 

30—Robin Green 

31—Pat Lorei 

Service Attendance: 

May 29—Faith and Works—Rev. Craig Schwalenberg—18 in the sanctuary,  

        15 on Zoom. 

June 5—And Now For Something Completely Different… - Rev. Kristina Church—

               17 in the sanctuary—23 on Zoom. 

June 12—For the Beauty of the Earth:  Flower Communion—Rev. Kristina   

          Church—37 in the sanctuary—18 on Zoom. 

June 19—Father’s Day Lite Service—coordinated by Kelly Armor—39 in the  

            sanctuary, no Zoom option. 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the            

August issue is                                                    

Friday, July 15 

 Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

  

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



July 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m. in     
person only 

  

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. on 

Zoom  only. 

Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.  in    
person only 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Memory Café               

1-3 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Music Together       
9:30 –11:30 a.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Memory Café               

1-3 p.m. at UUCE 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 
Buddhist  Sangha  

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                       

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Highway Pickup           

9  a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

in person only 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Music Together 

5:30 -6:30 p.m. 

Board Meeting 6 

p.m. on Zoom 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 8:30 

a.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service   
10:30 a.m. in     
person only 

  

Wedding 2:30 
p.m. 


