June 2022

The Beacon
President:

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 6075 minutes and are available both in person and via Zoom.
Please see our website for the Zoom link.
Theme for June: Unexpected Change

Nanci Lorei
Vice-President:
Leigh Kostis
Secretary: Beth Ann Kopay

June 5
And Now For Something Completely Different...
Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church

UUCE Board Members:
Annette Krusewicz

Life is full of surprises, and so let's play with changing things up a little bit
this morning. What will it be like? You'll have to come and find out!

Doug Michali
Steve Sullivan
Blair Tuttle

June 12

For the Beauty of the Earth:
Flower Communion 2022
Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church

Mission

Join us for our final service of the congregational year. Our Unitarian
Universalist tradition of Flower Communion celebrates community and
connection through the beauty and diversity of flowers. We will also
welcome four new members into our UUCE family.
June 19

Father's Day

We will start our first Summer Lite service with a celebration of
fatherhood. Three members, Matt Jorden, Bryan Hed, and James Pearson
will each offer a brief reflection on their own fathers and being a father.
The phenomenal father son duo of Pat and Brian Lorei will provide music.
June 26

General Assembly Streaming Service

12:30 p.m.

We will not meet in the Sanctuary this Sunday. Instead we will join the
Unitarian Universalist Association's Sunday worship service streamed
from General Assembly held in Portland Oregon. This service is the
culmination of days of meetings and workshops attended by thousands of
UU's from across the country and offers a chance to be a part of a true
denominational ingathering.

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

Mail to: PO Box 3495

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive religious
community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.

Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles
and nurture all who come seeking personal
and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding
religious congregation with diverse ideas and
beliefs reflected in our services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the
region through greater community
engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of compassion
and acceptance in our relations with each
other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an honest
and respectful manner, even when we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity
for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

MINISTER’S MUSINGS
Greetings, members and friends of UU Erie!
It's hard to believe that it's June already and that our first in-person year together has gone so
quickly. A year ago my family and I came to Erie, and I met many of you after our first Flower
Communion service together. It was a gorgeous June day. I can still feel the delight and exhilaration
of that very special afternoon. I remember all the smiles...the words of welcome...and the beautiful
flowers!
Since then, we've had many more chances to get to know each other, and many more challenges to
face together. There have been many surprising twists in the path. I look forward to growing in understanding and mutual care as we travel this road in covenant with one another.
This June we're considering the theme of Sudden Change. When life undergoes surprising
transformations, how can we meet the moment with clarity, purpose, and love? On Sunday, June
5th, we'll consider the role of freshness and novelty in our lives with some playful innovations. We'll
finish the regular congregational year with our traditional Flower Communion Service on June 12th.
'Summer Lite' services will kick off the following week, many of them led by YOU! We'll have a combination of lay leaders, visiting ministers, and shared pulpit services over the summer. Please look
for communications coming soon about summer plans!
I want to thank each of you for all the commitment, support, and spirit that you bring to this community. It hasn't been easy, but somehow, some way, we are making it through, together.
Many blessings for a season of joy this summer!
-Rev. Kristina
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For the month of June, Rev. Kristina will be on
her unpaid leave from the 13th to the 19th, at
General Assembly from the 20th to the 26th,
and on vacation from the 27th to July 5.

PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
It’s June! The forecast looks like the beautiful summer we have been waiting for. I love my Erie
summers. While we are kicking back in the sunshine, it is also good to look ahead. The new church year
is right around the corner and we have big plans. Our pledge drive is in the books for 2022-2023 church
year. A huge thank you to Leigh Kostis, Edie Cultu and Joanne Davis. If you meant to make a pledge but
didn’t get it sent, our new system allows us to add yours in. Just contact the pledge team or church
office. Many hands make light work. Speaking of many hands…. A successful highway pickup happened
on May 14th (see the article), the garden work parties are ongoing. Pulling weeds can be a fun social
event! Come anytime but it’s more fun to do it together, watch for the notices. The congregational
meeting will be June 12th. Please plan to attend in person or on zoom. We will talk about the budget
and the efforts and needs of the different committees. Plans are in the works for a service auction and
other get-together ideas and we are revving up the RE program under the leadership of Michele Paich to
be ready for our program in the fall. We are also hoping to install a new camera (see separate article)
during our summer zoom hiatus to improve both the. Let me know if you would like to help! It’s an
exciting time in our congregation.
Each one of us are needed to be the vibrant community we all treasure.

HIGHWAY PICKUP

Nine UUs joined together to pick up 37 bags of
trash and debris along our assigned route on May
14th. It was a sunny morning and 4 teams got it
all done in less than 2 hours. It is nice to have our
neighborhood look more tidy.
Thanks to Steve Sullivan, Blair Tuttle, Bill Krack,
Howard Krack, Diane Guthrie, Bob Guthrie, Tabitha Wolf, Pat Lorei and Nanci Lorei. Next pick up
is planned for July 30th. 9AM Plan to come join
the fun! (Pat will entice you with donuts!)
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BOARD MEETING HELD ON MAY 19, 2022
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Peace by Piece

UUCE 2022-23 Pledge Campaign

Our annual pledge campaign began on April 3 with a Sunday service kickoff led by Rev. Kristina.
The Board of Trustees requested a pledge income of $157,084. This amount reflected the calling
of Rev. Kristina Church as our ¾ time settled minister, continuing with improvements for our
blended services, and restoring our Children’s Religious Education program. As of May 20, as a
community, we have pledged $131,316 for the 2022-23 fiscal year. Here are the highlights of the
campaign.
Letters were mailed to 103 pledge units who had previously pledged in the last 2 years, including
10 new possible pledge units.
69 total pledges have been returned for a return percentage of 67%.

29% of these pledges were increases; 48% remained the same amount as last year; 17% of these
were decreased pledges; 5% were new pledges. For various reasons, a number of previous
pledgers indicated that they were unable to make a pledge this year.
We are currently $25,768 short of our goal. We are hopeful that some of the 30 people who
received a letter, but have not yet replied, will still make a pledge.
The Pledge Campaign Team is excited to share these Peace by Piece results with the
community. Despite the challenge of the ongoing pandemic, we are grateful to everyone who
made a commitment to the future of our beloved congregation. We understand those whose
personal circumstances meant they needed to reduce their pledge or defer a pledge at this time.
We are thankful for all those who pledged, increased their pledge, and returned their pledges on
time; we are blessed with the generosity of our new friends who are making their first pledges to
our congregation. The UUCE continues to move forward to fulfill its mission.
We are especially thankful to Joanne Davis, our loyal church administrator, who greatly assisted
us in all aspects of this campaign as she worked from both home and the office.
If for any reason you have still not had the opportunity to pledge or want to modify your pledge,
please contact Joanne Davis in the church office. We will be grateful for your support!
~Edie Cultu and Leigh Kostis, Pledge Campaign Team

Welcome New Members
Congratulations to Phil Lawton and Carolyn Cartwright, Tabitha Wolf and Suzanne Marinus, who
have made their commitment to the UU Congregation of Erie by signing the membership book and
making a financial pledge. On Saturday, May 7, a Pathway to Unitarian Universalism class was
held for 8 participants. An opportunity for signing the book was provided following the class. Phil is
a nurse at UPMC Hamot, Carolyn works at Gannon University, Tabitha is a systems analyst, and
Suzanne works in a residential care home. We will officially welcome them during the Sunday service on June 12. Thank you for making us your faith community! We look forward to being with
you.
Anyone who is interested in also becoming a member of the congregation may contact Leigh Kostis
(Lwko@roadrunner.com/814-838-2941) to make an appointment to sign the book. We welcome all
who, according to the bylaws, “is in sympathy with the spirit and purpose of this congregation as
expressed in the Bond of Union, may become a member.” To become a voting member a pledge of
financial support, and payment on that pledge, is required.
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~Leigh Kostis and Edie Cultu, Membership Committee

NOTES FROM THE
RE CHALKBOARD

Hello everyone!!!
I know it's June, but I'm really excited about our upcoming religious education program starting in
September.
There is much work to be done and I'm happy to be doing it.
I am still looking to build a religious education committee and get some volunteer teacher sign-ups, so
please consider doing this important work so we can be assured to have a thriving program.
To all the families, I would like to invite you to bring your children to church on Sunday, June 12th.
Classroom B will be open during the service as a time for introductions and/or to get reacquainted.
Please contact me with any questions or concerns.
Michele Paich
814-460-4138
micpaich@hotmail.com

UPDATE ON BUILDING ACCESS
We are ready to re-key the building and update security codes. If you have a need for access to the
building outside church hours and have not been in touch with Joanne, please contact her at joanne@uuerie.org. We will let you know when the locks and security codes have changed.
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SOLSTICE CELEBRATION
There will be an inperson only Summer Solstice celebration at the church on Tuesday, June 21st at 10:00
a.m. Join us and bring a story, poem, or song to share if you wish.
If you are willing and able, please bring a dish to share also, as we will have a potluck brunch along with a
mimosa toast to welcome Litha.

NUANCE MASSAGE THERAPY AND SELF CARE SPACE
Well, it's official.
My business is registered and I hope to have the doors open soon.
If you would like to help me by funding my opening costs through a KIVA loan, look to the Weekend
News on Thursday, June 2nd for details.
Any amount you lend through KIVA will get paid back to you over the course of 24 - 36 months.
For those of you that have graciously given me a monetary gift to put toward the opening costs, please
know that I am forever grateful to you, and that your gift allowed me to open my business bank account.
The 'Thrive In Erie' program that I have gone through the past year has been pertinent in getting me to
this place in my life. Thank you, thank you, thank you to those that were instrumental in putting me in
touch with all the right people that led to me being a part of such an incredible group of entrepreneurs
here in Erie.
My cohort will be graduating from the program on Monday, June 20th, and I am over the moon!!!
This process has been such a learning experience and I want to thank everyone for their continued support and enthusiasm.
Much love to each and every one of you.
Michele Paich

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SUNDAY JUNE 12 AT NOON
All voting members are encouraged to attend in person or via Zoom.
Action items will include voting to approve three new board members, budget for 2022-2023 to be
approved, minister and committee reports.
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THE CARING TEAM IS HERE TO HELP!
The Caring Team provides short-term assistance and support for people in our church community.
The support we provide for individuals or families during times of challenge or crisis includes meals,
visits, cards, transportation and help with funeral and memorial services. We welcome volunteers to
help provide these services. If you, or someone you know, would like to assist with the efforts of the
caring team, please contact Joanne in the church office at joanne@uuerie.org. Check the ways you
can help on the following form and return to the church office, either in person or scan and email to
the email above.
I can help others by:
___Making calls.
___Sending cards of care and sympathy as needed.
___Providing meals on a short-term basis.
___Providing transportation on a short term basis.
___Reading to those with vision problems.
___Shopping or running errands.
___Donate stamps for cards of caring.
___Other: __________________________________________.

SUMMER LITE STARTS JUNE 19
The Sunday Services committee will suspend blended services for the summer. Each service that
includes Zoom and in person worship requires at least five volunteers to handle AV, the PA system,
and Zoom. All these hard-working folks deserve a break this summer. We will meet in the sanctuary
most Sundays, and services will be generally less formal. The last Sundays in July and August we will
join the virtual shared service hosted by another church in our Pittsburgh cluster. We will resume
with our blended services after Labor Day on September 11.
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HELP NEEDED!
Servers needed for a dinner the Caring Team is preparing for the food insecure at the Church of the
Covenant on July 24. We will serve from 3:15 to 6:15 p.m. If you are interested in helping, please
call Joanne at 814-864-9300 or email joanne@uuerieorg.

AV UPDATE to Improve Zoom and In-Person Worship
Our audio visual committee is looking to upgrade our gear! Our plan is to replace the two cameras (one
for musicians and one for the pulpit) with a wall mounted, remotely operated camera that can handle
several different camera angles and shots. This will eliminate the cables and tripods currently in the
sanctuary and give us more control and flexibility when we restart our blended services in
September. We hope to get the equipment installed in the late summer! The equipment, plus installation, will cost $5000. Anyone wishing to make a monetary donation to make this happen contact Nanci
Lorei at Nanci.lorei@marshamarsh.com.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ELECTIONS AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY
At this year’s General Assembly in Portland, Oregon, delegates will be given the opportunity to vote on candidates to serve on the UUA Board of Trustees. We, Rebecca Mattis and Beverly Seese, petitioned to be placed on
the ballot providing delegates a choice on who will serve as future UU leaders.
Please visit our personal campaign websites, RebeccaMattisUU.Blogspot.com and BeverlySeeseUU.Blogspot.com
to learn about our backgrounds and campaign platforms.

We have arranged to hold three Meet the Candidates Townhall meetings on May 25 and June 2. Details can be
found on our campaign websites.
Delegate voting opens June 1. We encourage you to become informed voters and live into our Fifth Principle, the
right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large.
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Reverend Kristina Church
kristinachurch@hotmail.com

UUCE Thursday Email
Updates
Every Thursday an update of
UUCE events and news for the
week is sent out via email.
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
8 a.m.-1 p.m.

If you would like to be
included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact
Joanne@uuerie.org before
9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook page,
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday
Service announcements, upcoming
events, conversations, words of
inspiration and much more."
For additional information, please
contact Kristin Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Please direct all mail to:

June Birthdays

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

06—Katrina Hurlburt
Leave Voice
Messages
814-864-9300

We’re On The Web!
uuerie.org

10—Salena Walter
11—Roberta McCall
13—Diane Guthrie

13—Ella Riggin
14—Ryan Cedzo
15—Audrey Steinbrink
22—Cathay Kramer

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
May issue is
Wednesday, June 15
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis

To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

23—Jan Woods
25—Willow Hurlburt
26—Deb Cable

Service Attendance:

May 1—A Garden in Story and Song—Kelly Armor—27 in the sanctuary—
23 on Zoom.
May 8—How Does Your Garden Grow? - Rev. Kristina Church—24 in the
sanctuary—19 on Zoom.
May 15—Viable: Religion and Reproductive Justice—Rev. Kristina Church—
28 in the sanctuary—22 on Zoom.
May 22—Beautifully, Boldly, Blessedly Made—Rev. Elizabeth Mount—23 in the
sanctuary—10 on Zoom.

June 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Music Together
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Music Together
10:30-11:30 a.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous 8:30
a.m. at UUCE

Memory Café
1-3 p.m. at
UUCE

5 Sunday Service 6
10:30 a.m. in
person and on
Zoom

Orchestra
Rehearsal
2:30-5:30

7

Erie
Philharmonic
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
Buddhist Sangha
at UUCE
7 p.m. at UUCE

12 Sunday Service 13
and New
Member
Induction 10:30
a.m. in-person
and on Zoom

Congregational
Meeting after the
service.

19
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m. In
person only

8

Music Together
4:15 -6:30 p.m.

Music Together
4:15 -6:30 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m. at UUCE

14

9
Music Together
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Board Meeting 6
p.m. on Zoom

15

16
Memory Café
1-3 p.m. at UUCE

Erie
Philharmonic
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
at UUCE

Music Together
9:30 –11:30 a.m.
Newsletter Deadline

20
Music Together
4:15 -6:30 p.m.

21
Solstice Celebration
10 a.m. at UUCE

Erie

Buddhist Sangha Philharmonic
7 p.m. at UUCE Chorus 6-9 p.m.

22

23

UU Book Club 7
p.m. at UUCE and
via Zoom

Music Together
9:30 –11:30 a.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
In person only

27
Music Together
4:15 -6:30 p.m.

28

29

30

Erie
Philharmonic
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
Buddhist Sangha at UUCE
7 p.m. at UUCE

10

11

Music Together
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous 8:30
a.m. at UUCE

Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

17

Orchestra
Rehearsal 1-4
p.m.

18

Music Together
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

Orchestra Rehearsal
Erie Atheist and
1-4 p.m.
Agnostic
Concert 7-11
Community 7 p.m.
p.m.
at UUCE

24
Music Together
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m.
Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

at UUCE

26

Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

25
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

