May 2022

The Beacon
President:

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75
minutes and are available both in person and via Zoom. Please see our
website for the Zoom link. Theme for May: The Garden.

May 1

Nanci Lorei
Vice-President:
Leigh Kostis

The Garden in Story & Song

Secretary: Beth Ann Kopay

The garden is a potent symbol in art traditions worldwide. This Sunday
we'll mine the garden metaphor through a variety of folk songs, show
tunes, and folk tales. Music and commentary with Carla Arnone, Jackson
Froman, and Kelly Armor.

UUCE Board Members:
Annette Krusewicz
Doug Michali
Steve Sullivan

May 8

How Does Your Garden Grow?

Blair Tuttle

Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church

American society seems more polarized than ever. How can we be faithful
to our values, yet also uphold the humanity of those who see the world very
differently? How do we raise children to thrive in a complex, fractured
world?

May 15

Viable: Religion and Reproductive Justice
Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church

Reproductive rights are being threatened here in the United States, and the
wellbeing of children and families is constantly under siege. How do our
UU values guide us on questions of reproductive justice?

May 22

Beautifully, Boldly, Blessedly Made

Speaker: Rev. Elizabeth Mount (biography on page 5)

Today, join our guest preacher in contemplation of all that which was
grown so long ago in the story of the Garden of Eden. We ask how this
story of creation, and all its meaning and metaphor, may entwine with our
lives and bring us answers or questions for our own lives today.

May 29

Faith & Works (or Raising Crops & Kids)
Speaker: Rev. Craig Schwalenberg
(biography on page 6)

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

Mail to: PO Box 3495

Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive religious
community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.

Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles
and nurture all who come seeking personal
and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding
religious congregation with diverse ideas and
beliefs reflected in our services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the
region through greater community
engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of compassion
and acceptance in our relations with each
other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an honest
and respectful manner, even when we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity
for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

MINISTER’S MUSINGS
Greetings, members and friends of the UU Congregation of Erie!
May is finally here, and it feels like a month for ACTION! What a blessed release from the pent-up
pandemic winter we've had. It's so nice to be opening up to more opportunities for connection and
interaction on Sundays and throughout the week. Many of you have shared how excited you are to get
back into your gardens and get outdoors to enjoy all that Western Pennsylvania has to offer. During
Sunday services this month, we'll be exploring the theme of The Garden, so we’re going to be digging
in the theological dirt here too!
There are lots of other opportunities to connect this month. The Committee on Shared Ministry and I
will be hosting our third mission-focused conversation, called ACT, based in our third missional bullet
point: ACT for peace & justice. How are we called, as a congregation, to work together to create a
more just and peaceful community here in Erie? That's what we'll be exploring on Sunday, May 15 th
after the service, and on Tuesday, May 17th at 6:30 on Zoom. I hope you can make it to one of these
important conversations about where we want to focus our energy, time, and resources to make a real
impact, and create more love and justice in the world.
If you're interested in bringing our UU Values to statewide issues, I encourage you to join our
Statewide Action Network, UU Justice PA. This year's annual meeting, on May 20-21, is a great time
to get oriented to all the justice work that's going on around the state, and join an action team that's
focusing on a statewide issue that interests you: https://uujusticepa.org/
UU the Vote is in full swing again, ahead of the midterm national elections, and it's another place
where a little bit of time and commitment can really pay off! Unitarian Universalists reached millions
of U.S. voters during previous election campaigns, helping to swing key elections with their nonpartisan activism, encouraging voters to choose love over hate. Here's an article about the amazing
past successes of UU the Vote: https://www.uuworld.org/articles/our-community-has-power
We can do it again, but we need everybody on board! To get involved with UU the Vote, check out the
website here: https://www.uuthevote.org/events/
Finally, General Assembly, our national gathering of Unitarian Universalists, is taking place in Portland, Oregon next month. It's important to live into our Fifth Principle (the part about the use of the
democratic process within our congregations and society at large) by taking part in the discussions
and voting process that will determine the future of our faith. As a small congregation, we are allowed
two delegates, who must be voting members of UU Erie. This year, you can participate virtually or inperson, representing UU Erie by voting as a delegate in the business meetings. Delegates need not
have a paid registration to the rest of GA in order to participate this year. Please consider serving your
congregation in this way.To learn more about this important role, go to this link: https://
www.uua.org/ga/congregations/delegates.
I'm looking forward to springing for change with you! I'll see you soon!
Yours in faithful action,
Rev. Kristina
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For the month of May, Rev. Kristina will be out
of the office on the 1st, the 9th through the 13th
and the 16th through the 22nd.

PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
It takes a village, all hands on deck, single threads woven together make a beautiful fabric, many strands
make a strong rope. We have all heard the expressions. I have been reminded of it so often during this
year as President of the Board of Trustees. Everything we do, from the inspiring Sunday services, to
keeping the building in good shape, to having snacks and conversations after service, to the social justice
work we do, to paying for it all, none of it is done by just one person. Of course we need leaders, but
without the village, we would accomplish very little. As we work to redefine our priorities and get more
used to being together in person, it is more important than ever to connect with each other and bring
our part to the community.
Each one of us is needed. Not just to get the work done, but to share of ourselves so we can be nourished
by another. It is easy to think about what we get from our congregation. I invite you to think about what
you bring and know how vital it is to our “whole”. I invite you to look around at what is happening and
plug yourself in. Watch for a display on the bulletin board and posted electronically for opportunities. Some will be one-time things; some will be ongoing projects. The fabric that is woven with each of
our threads is beautiful. We need your thread. I can’t write about our community at this time of year
without including a word about our pledge drive. Each pledge, the small and the large, is needed to do
what we do. Please help us make our village. If you haven’t already, please make a pledge. I look forward to connecting with you!
~Nanci Lorei

PIECE BY PEACE PLEDGE CAMPAIGN
Are you a part of our campaign yet? Have you sent in your pledge? Do you have questions?
Here’s our update so far.
Our goal is $157,000 as set by the Board of Trustees.
We have contacted 103 members and friends.
As of April 27 we have received responses from 50 people.
The total pledged amount to date is $108,830.
As you can see, we need YOU to help us reach our goal. If you are coming to the building, drop your
pledge form off in the green basket in the Olympia Brown room. OR You can call or email Joanne (814864-9300, joanne@uuerie.org) and she will complete a form for you.
If 50 more people who were contacted just pledge between $900-$1,000 for the next fiscal year, we will
easily reach our goal.
Will you be one of the 50? Can we count on you? Piece by Peace we will do it!
~Edie Cultu and Leigh Kostis, Pledge Campaign Team
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BOARD MEETING HELD ON APRIL 21, 2022
•

•

•

•

•

Rev. Kristina highlighted her report:
 Lead the all-congregation conversation on INSPIRE focusing on religious education
 Working with membership on Pathway class in May
 Co-led UU the Vote Skillup in March
 Continuing to work with Pittsburgh Cluster and Article II study commission
 Pittsburgh cluster board will visit Erie on May 15
 At suggestion of board will talk with Pastoral Care about expanding the committee
Committee reports:
 Sunday Services—talking about Summer Lite services and equipment needs
 Building and Grounds—no report
 Membership—Pathway to UU scheduled for May 7; 17 invitations sent; open to all
 Caring Committee—planning a community dinner for homeless in July; a request has been made to bring back the
bag lunch preparation
 Religious Education—Michele Paich hired as DRE
 Committee on Shared Ministry—Act for social justice conversation on May 15 & 17.
 Social Justice— concern over poster outside Joanne’s office; Leigh will address with committee
 Pledge Campaign—35 pledges in to date; email reminders sent to 60. Stewards were to talk with 10 new people, but
those contacted by email or phone calls did not respond.
Old Business
 Nominating committee for new Board of Trustee member
• Annette, Steve, and Blair have terms expiring.
• They will suggest names for new members; Leigh will compile list and bring to the board for discussion.
 Finance/Treasurer/Quick Books
• Diane Guthrie has agreed to be the new treasurer
• Apolos finance software has been purchased; Joanne and Nanci have been inputting data.
• Pledge statements are to be sent out the last week of April. Pledge income is low so far.
• WePay and Test-to-Give options for donations are being explored.
• Board voted to give Joanne a $500 bonus for the extra work she has put in to resolve the finance software
issues.
 Keys/Security
• Plan to begin process during the summer
 Piano—long term care
• Some immediate maintenance has been done
• Will need to plan a campaign for the long term care needs
 Camera equipment for blended services
• Want one camera that can be mounted and will rotate
• Meeting on 4.22 to discuss some ideas
• Hope to install over the summer and be ready for September
New Business
 Board will meet on 3rd Wednesday in June, July, August
 Discussed a policy on support and service animals; will look at other UU congregations’ policies before drafting one.
 DRE schedule and compensation
• Michele has requested training, equipment, and salary since she is beginning now. There is both in person
and online training available.
• There is money in the current budget that has not been used. Board voted to approve $4000 for the above
needs.
• A contract will be written for May 1-June 30 and then another for the new fiscal year. Contracts will come
by email to the board for approval.
• There is money available to pay for clearances, also.
 Music Together program now has 4-5 classes and per agreement their rental fee is reduced from $30 to $25 per
4 class.
 Board training will resume next month.
Next meeting Thursday, May 19th at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom

Pathway to Unitarian Universalism Class
Saturday, May 7, 2022, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Whether you have been attending the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie for a short
time, sometimes, or regularly, there must be so much more you would like to know about our
denomination and this congregation. You are welcome to join us for the Pathway to
Unitarian Universalism class to learn, ask questions, and share in fellowship with new
friends. More recent members and UU transplants who have not yet participated in the class
are encouraged to attend. It is a fun, informal, and informative day. There is no obligation to
join the UUCE by attending this event, but for those aged 16 and over who are so led, you will
have the opportunity to do so. Childcare is available if requested in advance, and breakfast
refreshments and a light lunch will be provided. For more information, please contact Leigh at
838-2914 or Lwko@roadrunner.com, or register with Joanne at joanne@uuerie.org. We ask
that you register no later than Thursday, May 5, so that we may plan accordingly. We look
forward to seeing you there!

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON APRIL 22
Rev. Elizabeth Mount serves as the minister at the First UU Church of Indiana, PA. They are a
graduate of Meadville Lombard Theological School, and a part of the UUA's Journey Toward
Wholeness Transformation Committee from 2015-2019, engaging in anti-racism and
anti-oppression work to further the inclusive capacity of our faith. Prior to entering seminary,
Elizabeth was a community organizer on environmental justice, immigration rights, and
language justice projects in Western North Carolina, the Appalachian coal fields, and the
highlands of Guatemala. Elizabeth is also a current member of the UUA's Board of Trustees.

UNIRONDACK IS BACK AND FILLING UP FAST!
After closing our doors in 2020 and a limited summer in 2021, we are excited for camp to return.
Unirondack is a radically-inclusive, UU-founded summer camp located in the beautiful lakefilled Adirondacks on the ancestral lands of the Haudenosaunee. We're currently enrolling for
spring and summer programs, and spots are filling up!
At Unirondack we provide a space that holds progressive values, but focuses on providing a space
for campers to play, scream, shout, be themselves, and learn about others. Our values create
norms, but it's our campers and staff arriving with a focus on creating community who provide
an environment of learning and exploration that makes Unirondack special. Whether it's a
camper's first time in the outdoors, diving into the fantasy world of a DnD campaign, playing
music in front of an audience, or showing off their art, we aim to help youth discover new
passions and parts of themselves to love.
In addition, we're hiring! Unirondack is currently hiring for summer staff, including counselors,
crew member's, a medical director (EMT or nurse) and a professional head cook. We offer
salaried positions, and volunteer work-exchange for parents seeking to offset their camper's 5
tuition. For more information about unirondack, visit Unirondack.org or email us
at Director@unirondack.org.

THE CARING TEAM IS HERE TO HELP!
The caring team provides short-term assistance and support for people in our church community. The
support we provide for individuals or families during times of challenge or crisis includes meals, visits,
cards, transportation and help with funeral and memorial services. We welcome volunteers to help
provide these services. If you or someone you know would like to assist with the efforts of the caring
team, please contact Joanne in the church office at joanne@uuerie.org, or print and complete the
following survey and return to the church office, either in person or scan and email to the email above.
I can help others by:
___Making calls.

___Sending cards of care and sympathy as needed.
___Providing meals on a short-term basis.
___Providing transportation on a short term basis.
___Reading to those with vision problems.
___Shopping or running errands.
___Other: __________________________________________.

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON MAY 29
Rev. Craig Schwalenberg is an ordained Unitarian Universalist minister raised in the Midwest,
transplanted to New York (near the source of the Susquehanna). After 15+ years serving as a parish
minister and interim minister, he’s started a new community ministry as Your Game Minister— sharing
the fun and wisdom where spirituality and play cross paths. His ministry is one of connections,
storytelling, hospitality, and games.

COVID-19 QUARANTINE AND ISOLATION CALCULATOR
Click here to access a questionnaire provided by the CDC to help determine how long you need to
isolate, quarantine, or take other steps to prevent transmission of COVID-19 in the event of exposure or infection.
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SPRING IS HERE!
The snow has melted, revealing all the trash that's been collecting on our roadways over the winter.
The UUCE is happily responsible for cleaning up the road for about two miles (north of our building
and up Old French to Gore Rd.)
We'll have three Highway Clean-up Saturdays this year. Our first trash-treasure hunt will be
SATURDAY, MAY 14th, at 9am.
Gloves, bags, pickup sticks, orange safety vests, water, and guidance are all provided for you. See
you there!
We usually pair up and many hands make light work. Hope to see you there. Questions? Call Pat
Lorei at 814-881-2754

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
BE A SOCIAL TIME HOST ON A SUNDAY IN MAY OR JUNE. MINIMAL TIME
REQUIRED, ALL NECESSITIES PROVIDED.
The social time set-up post-Covid can be completed in the half-hour before the service starts,
and clean-up should require only about twenty minutes. Beverages and cookies, etc., are
already stocked in the pantry and refrigerator. Hosts do not need to supply anything but
your time and energy (which are greatly appreciated)! Coffee is premeasured, cups are
paper, and the treats fit nicely on napkins. Dishwashing is minimal. Hosts can expect to be
in the service from the beginning until candle lighting. Instructions are posted in the kitchen
as well as on our web pages (uuerie.org, under the "About Us" menu, in the "Building Use"
section, "Kitchen Usage"). In addition, mentors from the hospitality team will be there to
help and answer questions.
A signup sheet is on the buffet table. Social time has always been an essential part of Sunday
mornings at UUCE. Please help the tradition continue.
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Reverend Kristina Church
kristinachurch@hotmail.com

UUCE Thursday Email
Updates
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Every Thursday an update of
UUCE events and news for the
week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be
included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact
Joanne@uuerie.org before
9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook page,
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday
Service announcements, upcoming
events, conversations, words of
inspiration and much more."
For additional information, please
contact Kristin Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

May Birthdays

Leave Voice
Messages
814-864-9300

We’re On The Web!
uuerie.org

01—Tom Schlaudecker
08—Mary Lubowicki

09—Steve Henry
13—Hannah Olanrewaju

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.

The deadline for articles for the
May issue is
Sunday, May 15

20—Deb Haire
30—Melanie Hetzel-Riggin

31—Carolyn Rhodes

Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis

Service Attendance:

April 3—Peace by Piece—Rev. Kristina—36 in the sanctuary, 29 on Zoom.
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

April 10—Sacrifice Bunt and the Art of Giving Up—23 in the sanctuary,
19 on Zoom.
April 17—Saving Paradise—Rev. Kristina—36 in the sanctuary, 28 on Zoom.
April 24—All Our Relations—Rev. Kristina—24 in the sanctuary, 22 on Zoom.

May 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7Alcoholics Anony-

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m. in
person and on
Zoom

8

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m. in
person and on
Zoom

15
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m. in
person and on
Zoom
ACT Conversation
after the service

Music Together
Memory Café
10:30-11:30 a.m.
1-3 p.m. at UUCE

Music Together
4:15 -6:30 p.m.

Erie
Philharmonic
Buddhist Sangha Chorus 6-9 p.m.
7 p.m. on Zoom at UUCE

9

Music Together
4:15 -6:30 p.m.

10

11

Erie
Philharmonic
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
Buddhist Sangha
at UUCE
7 p.m. at UUCE

16
Music Together
4:15 -6:30 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m. at UUCE

17

Erie
Philharmonic
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
at UUCE

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m. In
person and on
Zoom

23

18

25

Music Together
4:15 -6:30 p.m.

Erie
Philharmonic
Buddhist Sangha
Chorus 6-9 p.m. UU Book Club 7
7 p.m. at UUCE
p.m. at UUCE and
at UUCE

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
In person and on
Zoom

30

Music Together
4:15 -6:30 p.m.

31

Erie
Buddhist Sangha Philharmonic
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
7 p.m. at UUCE
at UUCE

19
Music Together
9:30 –11:30 a.m.

via Zoom

29

13
Music Together
9:45 a.m.-12
Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

20
Music Together
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m.

ACT Conversation
6:30 p.m. on Zoom

24

12
Music Together
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Newsletter Deadline

22

Music Together
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

mous 8:30 a.m. at
UUCE
Pathways to
Unitarian
Universalism
Class 9 a.m.—
2 p.m.

14

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

Highway
Pickup 9:30
a.m.

21

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

Board of Trustees
Zoom meeting 6 p.m.

Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m. Wedding at
Noon
at UUCE

26

27

Music Together
9:30 –11:30 a.m.

Music Together
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m.

Memory Café
1-3 p.m. at UUCE

Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

28
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

