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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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March 6 When We Are Love Embodied 
 Speaker:  Roddy Biggs   (see his bio on pg. 5) 
 
What does it mean to be Embodied, Love?  There is a power in Love.  We embody 
love, and fall short of what it means.  We are the love and breath of our ancestors' 
dreamings.  Join us, as we explores together the great Power found in love.  Join 
us as we seek an Embodied Love kind of love; and join us as we lean on the wis-
dom of ancestors.  
 
There is room for you at the table.  Come, beloved.  Come with your pains, with 
your joys.  Come with your Embodied Love.  
 
 This is a “Blended” service, and roddy biggs will be traveling to Erie to lead the 
service in person.   Service Coordinator: Al Richardson, Music: Jackson Froman 

 
March 13  Shared Pulpit Experience with Rev. Elizabeth Mount 

The UUCE is now part of the Pittsburgh Cluster. Every week a different            
congregation hosts a service open to all in the cluster. This Sunday we'll join the 
Indiana UU Church and engage in a service led by their minister, Elizabeth 
Mount. Join via Zoom or come to the sanctuary and watch on the big 
screens.  Enjoy being a part of our regional UU web. Details on the service theme 
will be sent with the Weekend News. 

 
March 20 Finding Our Way Home 
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 
 
As we begin to return to in-person activities in our congregations, let's take time 
to reflect on how we've been changed in the past two years. Our culture, our     
congregations, and Unitarian Universalism itself, have all been changed too. How 
can we balance our very natural desire to “get back to normal” with a call to build 
new ways of being people of faith?   Music by Jackson Froman. 
 
March 27 Justice Everywhere: Exploring the Eighth Principle 
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 
 
Unitarian Universalism is a living faith: from age to age, expressions of our core 
values have transformed, evolved, and even, on occasion, been gently tweaked, to 
meet the spirit of the times. You may have heard about the Eighth Principle or it 
may be totally new to you. Let's learn about the origins, the wording, and the cur-
rent status of the Eighth Principle movement, together.   Music by Jackson       
Froman. 

The Beacon 
Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75 
minutes and are  available both in person and via Zoom.  Please see our 
website for the Zoom link.   Theme for March:   Exploration. 

March 2022 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Greetings, members and friends of the UU Congregation of Erie! 
 
Though the ground is still frozen, there's a transitory feeling in the air, and I feel like a 
little burrowing creature, popping my head above the surface of my subterranean den. 
It's exciting to think about returning to so many of the congregational activities that 
have had to be suspended during the worst of the pandemic. 
 
We must remember that this is not over; we don't know what lies ahead. But as case 
numbers go down, there is a new sense that it's time for many of us to come out from   
hibernation, and find out what our “new normal” is going to be. As we begin to resume 
some activities, we need to continue taking proper precautions to protect the most      
vulnerable community members. Please be gentle with yourself and others during this 
time of uncertainty and change. 
 
Our congregational theme for March is Exploration. We'll be holding some                   
congregational gatherings in which we'll begin to envision how we want to move                
forward as a community: Who we are now, and what we are called to do. How we will 
live out our mission to Inspire, Connect, and Act in these times we're living through. I 
hope you'll be a part of that conversation. 
 
Meanwhile, we'll be continuing to hold Sunday services in a blended format, so that 
members and friends can choose the format that works best for their circumstances and 
still connect with the gathered community each Sunday. 
 
Many blessings...stay well and safe...and I hope to see you soon! 
 
Kristina 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

 Your Board of Trustees has been focused on two priorities.  The bylaw update that 
was approved at the Congregational Meeting on 2/27/22 was spearheaded by Leigh 
Kostis along with Steve Sullivan, Doug Michali and Rev. Kristina Church.  Thank you 
for all your work! The second priority is the upcoming transition to our new                
accounting system.  It has been a long process and it feels good to be out of the          
research phase and into the implementation phase.  We still have a lot of work to do 
and a special thanks goes out to our church administrator, Joanne Davis, without 
whom this would not be possible.   

We are ready to welcome a new Treasurer.  This person should be detail oriented and 
be familiar with regular checkbook balancing. He, she, or they will print reports from 
the software to share with finance committee, attend and report at the Board of           
Trustee meeting and assist in preparing the annual budget.  This position will not          
require bookkeeping or accounting knowledge and no government or payroll work 
will be done.  It is an oversite position.  If you are interested, please call, or email me.   

We are also interested enhancing our communication (internal and external to be 
sure we include everyone and have the best chance to reach people in the way they 
like to communicate. We use email, the Beacon, Weekend News, Announcements at 
Sunday Services, our UUCE Website, Facebook, Breeze, the information wall in the 
building – if you have ideas or can contribute your talent and a bit of time to                     
brainstorm ideas – please let me know. 

Lastly – for now.  You are all so incredibly important to me.  I think many of us would 
say that.  It has been hard to be apart.  We are back to welcoming people to the            
sanctuary for Sunday Services (and offering zoom as well). It will be great to be                  
together again.  Communication, especially in the winter when it is easy to stay holed 
up in the house, can be hard when it has been a while since we have seen each                   
other.  And maybe we are out of the habit of getting dressed on Sunday morning.  But 
please make an effort to connect with each other, on Sunday morning or with quick 
chat or coffee with someone you have missed.  If there is something going on in your 
life that this loving community can support you in, please let somebody know.   

We are here for you.  

~Nanci Lorei 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING   
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roddy biggs writes I'm healing; I'm growing; I'm learning to love my-
self, trying to find my place on this topsy-turvy journey that we call life. roddy 
holds a Bachelors's degree in Religious Studies and is a first-year seminary student 
at Meadville Lombard Theological as they pursue the Unitarian Universalist minis-
try. Roddy uses they/them pronouns and is a Queer, BIPOC Young Adult. They 
claim a  progressive anti-oppressive Christian faith grounded in the principles of 
the Unitarian Universalist faith. roddy truly believes that a vocation in ministry 
means being a voice to and for all of those who can't or have not yet found their 
voice, to those who have told they don't' have a voice or that they don't belong, yet 
still longs for spiritual community and want someone to say to them that they are 
not broken, that society is broken and that they are welcome here just as they are 

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON MARCH 6 

The film The Butler will be shown in the sanctuary on March 2 at 7 p.m.—A 

review of this film follows: 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday                          

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

March Birthdays

 01—Emma Woods-Nathanson 28—Jim Wise 

06—Chris Cedzo    31—Dennis Vickery 

08—Rick Haire 

15—Amelia Steinbrink 

16—Lauren Galle-Boyko 

18—Richard Morley 

23—Mary Desmone 

26—Ray Sherman 

27—Tammy Blount 

Service Attendance: 

February 6—Intertwining:  Origin Stories of the UU Principles—  

     Rev. Kristina Church—46 participants. 

February 13—Being Together—Rev. Kristina—58 participants. 

February 20—Side With Love Sunday—31 participants. 

February 27—We Are All Bound Up Together—Rev. Kristina Church— 

        24 participants. 

 

   

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the            

April issue is                                                    

Saturday, March  19                   

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

  

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

March 2022 

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. in 

person and on 

Zoom  

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist             

Sangha 7 p.m. on 

Zoom 

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m.         

In person and on 

Zoom 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

In person and on 
Zoom 

Music Together       
10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Movie Night 7 p.m. 

Memory Café               

1-3 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. in 

person and on 

Zoom   

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Music Together       
9:30 –11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Memory Café               

1-3 p.m. at UUCE 

Music Together       

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Music Together       
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

UU Book Club 7 p.m. 

at UUCE and via 

Zoom 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus Rehears-

al  11 a.m.—2 

p.m.at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 


