January 2022

The Beacon

President:

Nanci Lorei

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75
minutes and are available both in person and via Zoom. Please see our
website for the Zoom link.
Theme for January: Tolerance

Vice-President:
Leigh Kostis

January 2
Jazz Funeral for 2021
Coordinated by Rev. Kristina Church and Michele Paich
Come and lay down your 2021 burdens and lift up your hearts with us at
the annual Jazz Funeral. Music by Jackson Froman, Pat Lorei and others.

Secretary: Beth Ann Kopay

UUCE Board Members:
Annette Krusewicz

January 9
Adjusting
Speaker: Dixie Morrow
What have we come to accept and tolerate in the past year? And what are
we determined to change in the future? What is within our ability to
change? Congregants will share their developing attitudes and thoughts
about shifts in ourselves and the world. Music by Michael Bohrer and
others.
January 16

A Tough Mind and a Tender Heart:
The Christian Theology of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church
As we celebrate the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., let us look
at the roots of his liberal Christian theology, based in the twin ideals of
justice and love. Music by Jackson Froman.

Doug Michali
Steve Sullivan
Blair Tuttle

Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive religious
community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.

Vision

January 23

Walking in Someone Else's Shoes:
How Theater Expands Empathy
Coordinated by Janet Krack
Carla Arnone will delight us with song, and Christine Linkie and Regis
Sabol will each share one of their favorite readings followed by personal
reflection on how theater has affected their life. Join us for this lively
morning service with music provided by Jackson Froman.

We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles
and nurture all who come seeking personal
and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding
religious congregation with diverse ideas and
beliefs reflected in our services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the
region through greater community
engagement.

January 30
Unlocking the Power of Covenant
Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church
Each of us is a unique individual, and in our UU congregations, we hold
diverse identities, beliefs, and values. Covenantal relationships-- how we
agree to be together-- are the "glue" that can keep UU congregations
strong. How can we use the power of covenant to be the community we
seek to become? Music by Jackson Froman.

Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of compassion
and acceptance in our relations with each
other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an honest
and respectful manner, even when we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity
for growth.

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

Mail to: PO Box 3495

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

MINISTER’S MUSINGS
Greetings, members and friends of UU Erie!
And a Happy 2022 to all of you.
Before we say, “Ugh...here we go again...” let's take a pause.
Yes, there are many challenges for all of us right now. It's certainly true that
we don't know what lies ahead. (Do we ever, really?) But this community of
care is still here, still available to us, still offering ways to connect and grow.
We'll be exploring the theme of Tolerance this month in our Sunday services. I
invite you to join us as we explore how we learn to relate to those whose ideas,
values, and life experiences might be different from our own. And we'll also
ask whether tolerance is really enough to change oppressive systems and bring
justice to troubled communities. Maybe we need to go beyond merely
tolerat ing one another. We'll ask this challenging question as the month
unfolds.
We'll also begin a new Adult Faith Development offering in January, Wise Aging with Rev. Terry Kime.
And I'll be reinstituting Lunch with the Minister on Zoom each week. Keep an eye out for new online
study groups, based around UU Common Read books, as well. There are so many ways to connect with
one another, even in these winter days and even in the midst of a pandemic. And please don't forget that
the pastoral care associates, Christine and MaryBeth, and I are here if you feel like you need a little extra
support.
January is also a time for new beginnings. While many of us may not be feeling up for exuberant New
Year's resolutions this year, it can be a time to think about how we want to change and grow in the New
Year. Rather than making a resolution that might set us up for disappointment, what about setting an intention? An intention helps set the tone for how we want to use our coming 365 days. When you look
back on 2022, what would you like to be able to say about how you spent your time? What do you need
more of in your life-- quiet, connection, movement, peace, encouragement, creativity? My intention for
the coming year is serenity. What's yours?
Hang in there, everybody. I hope to connect with each of you very soon, and hear all about your intentions for 2022!
Blessings for the new year,
Rev. Kristina
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
Happy New Year! New Year is my favorite time of the year. It is filled with possibility and hope. We get
to use a fresh new calendar. We can recommit to old promises to ourselves – or make new ones. We get
to begin again.
We all thought at this time last year that all we needed was to get through 2020 and things would look
up. Way up. As I write this in the waning days of 2021, the feeling is much the same. That this year has
also been tough on many of us and once its over… While I feel personally lucky for good health and
relative peace of mind, I look around and see plenty of trepidation or even fear in the hearts of many
people in my world. The concern around infection in our community is still impacting our decisions
about getting together or doing really any of the things we used to think of as normal. I know I miss
restaurants. And meeting up with friends. And going out to listen to music. And singing in church. The
list goes on.
Because I am an optimist at heart, I am sure 2022 will be so much better. While I am waiting for all the
normal things to start back up in my life, and because I can’t help but set a new goal or two for the coming year, I plan to make more personal connections. Phone calls to people I haven’t seen, a walk outside
with a friend I have lost touch with. Maybe even a group zoom session to discuss some hobby or book
discussion. If making a reconnection sounds good to you, I invite you to start a list of people you
miss. And reach out. Even a note in the mail can bring a smile. Any maybe by mid-year we will get to
see those smiles in person. Let’s make 2022 the year of connection.
Your Board of Trustees has been hard at work preparing an update to the bylaws that we will discuss at
the congregational meeting in February, plus working with the new accounting program and more.
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
•
•

•

•

•

•

Board meeting held on December 16, 2021
Rev. Kristina highlighted her report:
 Rev. Terry Kime will be offering an online course, Wise Aging
 Led prayer at Iron Workers Strike
 January activities include:
• RE townhall
• Board leadership work
Committee reports:
 Sunday Services—Requesting clarification on congregational/performance singing
 Building and Grounds—Well work being done; outside sign illumination corrected; clouded
windows in sanctuary-checking on warranty; replacement lights in sanctuary
 Membership—no report
 Caring Committee—no report
 Religious Education—Rev. Kristina will organize a town hall type zoom for discussing Children’s RE
 Committee on Shared Ministry—needs a new member; will begin to address committees’ needs
in January.
 Social Responsibility—changing meeting day
 Finance report given by Nanci. Tom Milinovich assisting with QuickBooks update. Year-todate budget is at 50%; pledges received are 79%. Updating list of treasurer’s duties.
Old Business
 WiFi service is spotty and slow; contacting Spectrum for new modem.
 Performance singers must be masked and distanced; no congregational singing at this time,
but humming okay
 Everyone is encouraged to join the UU Pittsburgh Cluster on Facebook at UUPittsburgh.
 PPP forgiveness loan received
 Reimbursement for air conditioners received from Building Maintenance Fund
 Keys and security codes will be changed in mid-January
 Mural name-- Our Culture, Our Commitment, Our Compass—plaque to be added
 Bylaw revisions approved by board and will be presented to congregation for final approval
New Business
 All accounts will be presented on future financial statements; explanations given on restrictions for Building Maintenance Fund, Endowment Fund, etc.
 Petersen is now doing the plowing
 Need water filtration system; will take to congregation at February Congregational Meeting for
approval
 Looking into various governance models before moving ahead with policies and procedures
manual and committee structure work
 Need to locate, organize, and properly file previous board and congregational meeting minutes
Next meeting Thursday, January 20 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom
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ERIE DAWN CHRISTMAS COLLECTION RESULTS
The following is a summation of the donations congregants
generously provided to the clients of Erie Dawn:
Cash/Checks: $380
1 20-ride bus pass - $28
An assortment of gift cards with a value totaling $445 for Wegman’s, Walmart, Giant Eagle,
Tops, and Target

Total value of donations: $853
A huge THANK YOU to all who donated!!!! I delivered the donations on Monday, Dec. 12th
and they were thrilled!
Way-to-go UUCE congregants!!!
~Deb DiPlacido

EXCITING NEWS!
Michele Paich will be opening her massage office in downtown Erie in the early spring of
2022.
Many of you have reached out asking if you can help in any way.
Michele will be applying for a KIVA loan which is a source of crowd funding that ultimately
gets paid back to the lenders over the course of three years. She'll need 25 people to lend
$25.00 each to get the loan process started and after that it will open up to accept larger
amounts. Any amount that you lend will get paid back to you.
If you have any questions, you can contact Michele in an email at micpaich@hotmail.com or
on her phone at 814-460-4138.
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Reverend Kristina Church
kristinachurch@hotmail.com

UUCE Thursday Email
Updates
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Every Thursday an update of
UUCE events and news for the
week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be
included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact
Joanne@uuerie.org before
9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook page,
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday
Service announcements, upcoming
events, conversations, words of
inspiration and much more."
For additional information, please
contact Kristin Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

Leave Voice
Messages
814-864-9300

We’re On The Web!
uuerie.org

January Birthdays
02—Diana Ziemniak
08—Al Richardson
15—Nancy Brazill
25—Matthew Jorden
28—Randy Hurlburt

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.

The deadline for articles for the
February issue is
Saturday, January 21
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.

Service Attendance:

Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis

December 5—Don’t Let the Light Go Out—Rev. Kristina—
18 in the sanctuary, 36 on Zoom.

To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

December 12—What is Gentle is Strong—Rev. Kristina—
21 in the sanctuary, 29 on Zoom.
December 19—What to Expect When You’re Expecting—Rev. Kimberley Debus—
18 in the sanctuary, 28 on Zoom.
Christmas Eve—Let Christmas Come—Rev. Kristina and the UU Erie Players—
43 in the sanctuary, 17 on Zoom.

January 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

2

3

4

5

Erie
Sunday Service
Buddhist Sangha Philharmonic
10:30 a.m.
7 p.m. at via
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
In person and on
at UUCE
Zoom
Zoom

9

10

11

Music Together
10:30-11:30 a.m.

12

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

In person and
on Zoom

23

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m. at UUCE

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m. In
person and on
Zoom.

19

20

24

31
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m. at UUCE

25
Erie
Philharmonic
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
at UUCE

26

14

Music Together
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m.
Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

21

Music Together Music Together
10:30 –11:30 a.m. 9:45 a.m.-12 p.m.
Memory Café
Erie Atheist and
1-3 p.m. at UUCE Agnostic
Board of Trustees
6 p.m. via Zoom

Sunday Service
Buddhist Sangha
10:30 a.m.
In person and on 7 p.m. at UUCE
Zoom

30

18

Erie
Philharmonic
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
at UUCE

13
Music Together
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Buddhist Sangha Erie
Philharmonic
7 p.m. at UUCE
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
In person and on
at UUCE
Zoom

17

7

Music Together
10:30-11:30 a.m.

Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Memory Café
Community 7 p.m.
1-3 p.m. at UUCE at UUCE

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

16

6

27
Music Together
9:30-11:30 a.m.

Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

28

8
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

15
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

22
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

29

Music Together
9:45 a.m.-12 p.m. Erie
Philharmonic
Erie Atheist and
Chorus Spring
Agnostic
Retreat 9 a-3p
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE
at UUCE

