December 2021

The Beacon

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last approximately 60-75 minutes
and are available both in person and via Zoom. Please see our website
for the Zoom link.
Theme for December: Grace

President:
Nanci Lorei
Vice-President:

December 5
Don't Let the Light Go Out
Speaker: Rev. Kristina
What is grace, and how can it help us at our most trying times? How can
we keep the candle of compassion burning, even when our patience—
with others, with our families, even with ourselves—is feeling thin?

Leigh Kostis
Secretary: Beth Ann Kopay

UUCE Board Members:
Annette Krusewicz

December 12
What Is Gentle Is Strong
Speaker: Rev. Kristina
This time of year can be difficult for many of us. Let's join together for a
time of comfort and blessing. We are strong when we share honestly, and
allow ourselves to be supported by those around us.

Doug Michali
Steve Sullivan
Blair Tuttle

Mission

December 19
What to Expect When You're Expecting
Guest Speaker: Rev. Kimberley Debus (See bio. on page 6).
December is a time of waiting, with the holidays we celebrate - Winter
Solstice, Christmas, and Hanukkah - all connected to anticipation, hope,
and expectation. Sometimes the waiting is good, but sometimes it's
difficult. Together we'll explore what it means to wait and dwell in
possibility.
December 21
Winter Solstice Celebration
***this will be an in-person service only***
Join us for a celebration of the Winter Solstice on Tuesday, December
21st as we gather on the longest night of the year. Fellowship, music,
poetry, songs, and a fire to gather around for warmth and ceremony.
Look to the Weekend News for more details the week before, and please
note some activities will be weather permitting.
December 24
Let Christmas Come
7 p.m.
Speaker: Rev. Kristina
Join us to celebrate our traditional Christmas Eve service, featuring the
UU Erie Players, in our version of A Christmas Carol, the timeless story of
one man's spiritual transformation on one haunted Christmas Eve.
December 26
Trivia, UU and Otherwise
Don't drive through snow and cold to attend this Boxing Day Lite
Service. We will gather only on Zoom to spread the Christmas
spirit. UU (and more) trivia plus sharing Christmas memories will be the
centerpiece on this day after Christmas.

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

Mail to: PO Box 3495

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive religious
community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.

Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles
and nurture all who come seeking personal
and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding
religious congregation with diverse ideas and
beliefs reflected in our services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the
region through greater community
engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of compassion
and acceptance in our relations with each
other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an honest
and respectful manner, even when we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity
for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

MINISTER’S MUSINGS
Greetings, members and friends of UU Erie!
Whew! The final month of the year is upon us. As we begin to think about gathering 'round for December
holidays, we may be pulled in multiple directions. We may be yearning more than ever for special times
of connection with loved ones. And yet, we may be tense and worried about the risks of gathering in
groups. We may be excited about annual traditions we can't wait to embrace once again. And yet, all our
built-up expectations, added to what we've been through in the past two years, may infuse those longedfor encounters with a heightened tension.
That's why it's so fitting that our monthly theme for December is Grace. We've come to use this word in
lots of ways-- to describe the sublime movements of a dancer, or words of gratitude said before a
community meal, or the generous forgiveness of human imperfection by a loving God-- yet there is a
through-line in all of these seemingly separate meanings; grace is a quality that transforms what is
ordinary into something divine.
Our modern Unitarian Universalist understanding of grace moves us into the realm of covenantal
relationships, the grounding of our faith. In ways big and small, grace is that mysterious something; it's a
spaciousness that helps us get through trying holiday moments with family members, who see the world
very differently than we do. It's a kindly gaze that helps us see friends in their best light, even when we're
all too familiar with their shortcomings. And it's the self-compassion that helps us to forgive and love
ourselves wholeheartedly, even when we have made mistakes-- knowing and believing that we are so
much more than our worst moments.
And so the December elves at UUCE are working on bringing you a month full of festivities that, we hope,
will bring you moments of grace. We'll begin the month with a further exploration of this concept of grace
on December 5th. Our service on December 12th will offer blessing for all of us whose spirits are low
during the dark days of December. Rev. Kimberley Debus will continue exploring the connections
between grace and the season of Advent on December 19 th. And I'm particularly excited about our
Christmas Eve offering, a very special Readers' Theatre production of A Christmas Carol, by English
Unitarian Charles Dickens. You won't want to miss experiencing Ebenezer Scrooge's timeless story of
grace and redemption, performed by the UU Erie Players. Maybe you'll even want to take part! We'll
finish off the month with a time to relax and enjoy each other's company, while we brush up on our
knowledge of UU Christmas traditions, on December 26th!
More than ever, our world needs UU s to share the messages of hope and blessing that are part of our
religious heritage, and to strive to live into these qualities in our personal, spiritual, and congregational
lives. With grace, patience, and the boundless creativity of this congregation, we will make this a
wonderful season, even during such trying times. Things may look and sound a little different this year,
but I know we'll find ways to make the holidays festive and beautiful and meaningful together.
Many blessings, and I'll see you soon!
Kristina

Rev. Kristina’s days off in December are Fridays and Saturdays, as well as December
25th through January 1st (including the two holidays) .
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving and are looking forward to the upcoming holidays. It was
wonderful to have the New Member ceremony to welcome our new members who joined us. I
hope we can all find ways to connect with each other – especially in the coming months when it
gets dark early in the evening and lower temperatures can keep us holed up inside. Please think
of one or two interests that you have that could be shared with someone else. You will see more
ways brainstorm those “connection points” in the coming weeks.
Your Board of Trustees have been very busy over the past few weeks. Extensive time and attention
has been devoted to several subjects including the changes in Covid levels, UUCE finance, Bylaws and Keys and security.
Covid: As I am sure you are aware, Covid transmission has increased in our area to a severe level
prompting a need to limit participation of in-person Sunday services to those who have been vaccinated and we will continue use of masks. We are trying our best to continue to offer dualplatform services to accommodate those who prefer to be in the sanctuary safely, and also those
wanting to participate in the service by Zoom. Thank you for everyone’s extra work and cooperation.

Finance: We have revised our systems as it relates to keeping track of the financial aspect of our
congregation. We thank Christine Cedzo for more than 12 years service in the position of Treasurer of the UUCE. She has resigned her position and the duties of Treasurer are temporarily being covered by the Board and the Finance Committee.
By-laws: A significant re-work of the by-laws were identified by the board as a priority for this church
year. A sub-committee led by Leigh Kostis has draft revisions ready for an updoming Board of
Trustee meeting. It is our hope this will be ready for the congregation in the coming weeks.
Keys and Security: We need a good list of who needs access to the building. Do you need to get in
when it is locked? Please contact Joanne at Joanne@uuerie.org and we will be sure you can
have access. The locks will be re-keyed and new security codes will be programed in soon. We
don’t want anyone to be locked out so please don’t wait to contact her.
If you have a particular interest in Finance, Religious Education, Media or other committees or
teams, please let me know.
~Nanci Lorei, Board of Trustees President
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING NOVEMBER 18
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UUCE REPRESENTED IN
PANEL FOR ERIE RACIAL
JUSTICE POLICY INITIATIVE
AT JEFFERSON EDUCATION
SOCIETY’S GLOBAL SUMMIT
ERJPI Panel at JES Summit XIII. From left to right , Ben Speggen,
Camille Busette, Mary Desmone, Kendrick Tate, Autumn Parker,
Gary Horton. Elspeth Koehle.

The Jefferson Education Society (JES) of Erie, PA held its annual Global Summit during the first two weeks of
November. One of the events was a presentation and panel discussion to share the work of the Erie Racial
Justice Policy Initiative (ERJPI). The ERJPI is a 12-month project sponsored by the Better Together Council
(BTC), a mayoral advisory group that promotes diversity, equity, and inclusion. The ERJPI is led by Dr. Camille Busette, a senior fellow with the Brookings Institute and the Director of the Brookings’ Race, Prosperity, and Inclusion initiative. Dr. Busette was the keynote speaker for the event.
The aim of the ERJPI is to examine current needs in the community and revise or create new policies to increase racial justice in the city of Erie. The ERJPI takes a collaborative approach and includes nine community organizations to work together on policy reform; each organization went through an application process for
inclusion in the ERJPI. Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie (UUCE) member Mary Desmone submitted an application on behalf of the UUCE/Community Anti-Mass Incarceration Team and represents the team
on the ERJPI.
JES, which helps to facilitate the ERJPI, held the presentation and panel discussion on Nov. 4, 2021, as part
of JES Global Summit XIII. Dr. Busette organized and participated in the panel, moderated by Ben Speggen.
The panel included ERJPI partner organizations Erie United, EriWe, Equity Coalition of Erie, NAACP, and
UUCE/Community Anti-Mass Incarceration Team, represented by Mary Desmone. Several members of the
UUCE, the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Girard, and the Anti-Mass Incarceration Team attended the
event. Positive feedback was shared about Mary’s presentation, including that she spoke with eloquence,
passion, and clarity to describe work being done by the ERJPI and to share (by audience request) data about
cash bail problems, and that Mary represented the UUCE very well in our community.

GOOD NEWS!
Our congregation is now an official member of the Pittsburgh Cluster, an association of congregations in
and around Pittsburgh area, known formally as Unitarian Universalists of Greater Pittsburgh. Made up of 13
UU communities and encompassing over 1200 people, this organization has a lot to offer us, including
shared worship services, religious education opportunities, and social outings both virtual and in-person.
You can learn more about the Pittsburgh cluster by going to the website, www.uupittsburgh.org, or joining
the Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/UUPittsburgh (it's a closed page, but if you
request to join, just tell the moderators that you're a member of UU Erie). Young adults are invited to join
the Facebook page specifically for folks age 18-35 who are connected with one of the member
congregations: https://www.facebook.com/groups/youngadultpittsburghuu/
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING…..
Hard to believe that on the heels of Thanksgiving, and somehow running a bit in tandem, is our
Annual Christmas Gift program for Erie Dawn. Erie Dawn is a local non-profit that addresses a
critical need to support women and children in crisis. We have provided Christmas gifts for them for
the past few years, with an altered method last year due to Covid.
Due to the continuing Covid crisis, we will repeat what we did last year by only accepting donations in
the form of store gift cards, grocery gift cards, gas cards, bus passes, or cash. No one is
obligated to donate and do so at your comfort level.
Gift cards to stores that sell a variety of clothing, household goods, and toys would be
great. Make sure you indicate the monetary value of the card by including the activation slip
or writing it on with permanent marker. Gas cards can be from any local gas station. Grocery
gift cards can be from any grocery store. If you want to donate money, you can either write a check
or donate cash in any amount that you are able. Checks should be made out to “UUCE” with “Erie
Dawn” printed on the memo line. Cash should be placed in a sealed envelope with “Erie Dawn” written on the outside.
Bus passes can be purchased from the Intermodal Transportation Office at 208 Bayfront
Pkwy. and some Tops Markets and Giant Eagle grocery stores. Costs are $52.00 for 31 rides,
$28.00 for 20 rides, and $7.50 for 5 rides.
For those who can’t get to church in person, you can mail your donations to the church at the
following address: UUCE, P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508-0495 or perhaps ask another congregant
to deliver it for you. Those who can make it to church can leave their donations on Secretary
Joanne’s desk, clearly marked that they are for Erie Dawn. If the office is closed, please slide the
donations in an envelope under the door. All donations must be at the church no later than Sunday
December 12th so Erie Dawn has plenty of time before Christmas to distribute the gifts for their clients to use.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and feel free to contact me with any questions.
~Deb DiPlacido

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON DECEMBER 19
Rev. Kimberley Debus is a UU community minister based in Takoma Park,
Maryland, inspiring an artful and art-filled faith. She consults with congregations
and religious professionals throughout Unitarian Universalism. She has
previously served at the Church of the Larger Fellowship as well as
congregations on Long Island and Key West.
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SUPPORT FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES
Our congregation is collecting items for the refugees who have started coming to Erie and will continue to
arrive over the coming weeks. They are in need of winter clothing, especially winter outer wear. They
can also use household supplies such as kitchen items, cleaning supplies, rugs, curtains, snow shovels,
snow scrapers, etc. We will give your donations to both the International Institute and Catholic
Charities. Both these agencies are working to resettle the refugees. If you would like to support this
effort, you may bring your donations to our building at a time when you are already coming there, such as
Sunday services, a committee meeting, Sangha, etc. Please place your items.in the marked boxes on
the bench outside the library. I will collect them regularly and take them to the two agencies. Thank you
in advance for your support. ~Edie Cultu

The Board of Trustees has voted to officially discontinue the annual
garage sale. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we have not been able to
hold the garage sale since June 2019. This year the Erie Gives
donations, along with the corporate match, yielded almost as much as
the garage sale in an average year. The Board looks forward to
continuing with the yearly Service Auction next year, along with some
creative new fundraisers.
A huge thank you goes out to ALL the volunteers who made this sale
possible for 30 years. A special huge round of applause is given to
Lynne Stephens who guided us for years, par excellence! A tradition
retired; new traditions to be made. THANKS!
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Reverend Kristina Church
kristinachurch@hotmail.com

UUCE Thursday Email
Updates
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Every Thursday an update of
UUCE events and news for the
week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be
included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact
Joanne@uuerie.org before
9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook page,
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday
Service announcements, upcoming
events, conversations, words of
inspiration and much more."
For additional information, please
contact Kristin Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

December Birthdays
Leave Voice
Messages

05 – Deb DiPlacido

814-864-9300

07 – Annette Krusewicz

We’re On The Web!
uuerie.org

10 – Kelly Armor
11 – Lyncoln and Quinn Horton-Bowen
12 – Christine Bowen

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions

12 – Lynne Stephens
24 – Lily Hurlburt

and submissions.

25 – Janet Krack

The deadline for articles for the
December issue is
Saturday, December 18.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.

31 – Lisa Balsan

Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis

To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

Service Attendance:

November 7—Sword and Ploughshares—Rev. Kristina—23 in sanctuary,
21 on Zoom.
November 14—The Honorable Harvest—Rev. Kristina—30 in sanctuary,
29 on Zoom.
November 21—Erie’s Blac Wall Street—Guest Speaker Kyra Taylor—
22 in person, 29 on Zoom.
November 28—Weaving Lives Together—coordinated by Michele Paich—
15 in sanctuary, 35 on Zoom.

December 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

Memory Café
1-3 p.m. at UUCE
Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

5

6

7

8

9

10

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

In person and on Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m. at via
Zoom
Zoom

12

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
In person and on
Zoom

19

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
In person and on
Zoom

13

14

15

Sunday Services
Zoom Meeting
4:45 p.m.

Board of Trustees
6 p.m. via Zoom

21

22

23

26

Kwanzaa Begins

24

time TBA

27

Christmas Eve
Service 7 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m. at UUCE

28

29

30

4
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

11

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

18
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

Solstice Celebration

Whispering Lake
Buddhist Sangha
Grove Yule Service
7 p.m. at UUCE
5 pm

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m. on
Zoom only.

17

Music Together
11 am-12pm

Music Together
Erie Atheist and
10:30 –11:30 am Agnostic

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m. at UUCE

20

16

Memory Café
1-3 p.m. at UUCE

Sat

31

25

