
November 2021 

The Beacon 

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and last   
approximately 60-75 minutes and are  available both in person and via 
Zoom.  Please see our website for the Zoom link.   

    Theme for November:  Abundance/Scarcity 

President: 

Nanci Lorei 

 

Vice-President:  

Leigh Kostis 

 

Secretary:  Beth Ann Kopay 

 

UUCE Board Members: 

Annette Krusewicz 

Doug Michali 

Steve Sullivan 

Blair Tuttle 

Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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November  7     Swords and Plowshares: Veterans Day, 2021 

 Rev. Kristina Church 

Let's take a moment on this Veterans Day to consider the conundrum of 
the United States' endless state of war. How do we honor and care for our 
veterans, while continuing to act for peace and justice inside our borders 
and beyond them? 

 

November 14   The Honorable Harvest 

 Rev. Kristina Church 

Thanksgiving is a holiday many of us love-- and it's also built on layer af-
ter layer of untruths. Let's uncover the historical truths, and consider In-
digenous perspectives on this problematic holiday, in order to find our 
way back to an honorable celebration of the harvest season. 

 

November 21 Erie's Black Wall Street:     
  Creating a Culture of Black Excellence and Wealth  

 Guest Speaker Kyra Taylor (see page 5 for more information) 

 
Erie's Black Wall Street serves as a vehicle for change and empowerment 
of Erie’s Black community through cultivating relationships and social net-
works, education, and promoting black entrepreneurship. Positive Black 
entrepreneurship is a necessary staple of Black life in the United States. 
In segregated society, there were places of commerce, community and 
support. In desegregated society, Black businesses perform many of the 
same functions, but with expanded outlooks and potential.   

 

November 28 TBA 



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 
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Greetings, members and friends of UU Erie! 
 
By this time in our congregational year, I hope you've had a chance to attend at least a few Sunday services, 
whether virtually or in person. And I hope you've realized how much work your Sunday Services Committee has 
put in during the past twenty months. 
 
First, during lockdown, they were tasked with creating an entirely virtual service, where none had existed before. 
And they did it! The Zoom service that the committee created has sustained and connected the congregation     
during the rough months of distancing in our homes, giving us warmth and community when we needed it most. 
 
Then this summer, they faced the challenge of creating yet a new format for the service: one that would combine 
elements of our traditional in-person liturgy in the sanctuary along with elements from our newer virtual service. 
And once again, they did it! To be sure, there have been some wobbles and bobbles, as we all learn new skills and 
new roles together. But think of all that we have learned and accomplished in such a short time. It's breathtaking! 
 
I hope you're as proud of their accomplishments as I am. Still, we know it's been an adjustment, and there are folks 
who wish that we could just go back to the way it was. If you're wondering why we still have Zoom services, even 
though we have opened up the sanctuary, I want to share with you some of the reasons we're committed to the 
blended format: 
 

Pandemic life is uncertain. We do not know, from week to week, if a new variant will turn up with new         
transmissibility and severity. While we are open now, we may need, at any time, to return to a virtual      
service and suspend in person gatherings. This will be much more do-able if we are continuing to offer 
Zoom services in conjunction with our live gathering. 

Many people have joined us who would not be able to attend in person. Whether it's because of            
geographic distance, transportation barriers, compromised immunity, or accessibility, there are a great 
many folks who might like to attend our services but are unable to come to the sanctuary. Having been 
prodded to become more accessible to these folks because of the pandemic, we want to build on those   
improvements, not erase them. We would like to find a way for every person who'd like to join us to be able 
to do so. 

The Zoom service is now our front door. Younger people, and those who are more tech savvy, may choose 
to check out our congregation through the virtual service, before making the commitment to attend in     
person. We need to realize that the world is very different than it was when many of us first joined the    
congregation. Our website, our Facebook page, and our Zoom service are primary offerings that may      
create lasting first impressions for visitors. If we do away with the virtual service, we may be “uninviting” an 
entire cohort of people who would be interested in our faith if they could first check it out in ways that are 
comfortable for them. 

Our Zoom attendance has been higher than our in-person attendance this past season. This may be for 
many reasons: perhaps people are making decisions based on current Covid statistics, and deciding it's 
safer to stay home. Perhaps people are enjoying participating in services from the comfort of their homes 
(and maybe even in their pajamas!). Perhaps they like having that extra time to sleep in on Sunday, and 
still catch the service. For whatever reason, folks are choosing the virtual service in pretty good numbers. 
We're seeing that it's an alternative that people appreciate and use. 

 
By now I hope it's clear that our Zoom service is here to stay. Please know that as time goes on, we can and will 
blend the services more seamlessly together, into a smoother, more polished experience for everyone. We ask for 
your patience and grace as we build this new tradition. We hope you'll let us know if you have positive suggestions 
for how to make the service work well for all participants. 
 
And when you have a chance, I hope you'll thank a Sunday Services Committee member for their incredible    
teamwork, leadership, and creativity! They are truly a beautiful gift-- one that keeps on giving back to us, every   
single Sunday of the year! 
 
With gratitude and hope for the future, 
Kristina 

Rev. Kristina’s days off in November are Fridays and                   

Saturdays, as well as the week of Thanksgiving                          

and the following Monday. 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

As crisp days are more the norm, I hope you are enjoying the change of color outside.  Soon we will get an extra 
hour of sleep!  UUCE was busy over the past month. A memorial service and concert for our beloved Doug 
Russell was a wonderful tribute to his life.  If you haven’t yet, please come to the church building to see the 
entrance sign over the door and chalice sculpture “Welcoming Beacon” erected in his honor.  And thank you 
to those who contributed to make it all happen.  Your Board of Trustees and the Committee on Shared       
Ministry had a retreat where we outlined priorities for the remainder of the church year. You will be seeing 
more about this in the coming months but basically, we will focus on connection with each other, review of   
bylaws, strengthening committees and record keeping of our processes and actions.  

  

Please plan to join us for the October Congregational Meeting on Sunday October 31, 2021 after the service.  
We will have you out in plenty of time for trick or treating. 

 

• Board meeting held on October 21, 2021 

• Rev. Kristina highlighted her report: 

 Continues to work on blended services 

 Follow up to Getting the Word Out program on outreach 

 Meets regularly with other UU colleagues 

 Meets with church committees 

 Continues to meet pastoral care needs of the congregation. 

• Committee reports: 

 Sunday Services—Blended services continue. Masks required in building; no singing or wind           

instruments; no coffee hour.  Concern about increase in Covid case counts in Erie County.  Board will 
revisit our policies in 2 weeks.  

 Building and Grounds—nothing to report 

 Caring Committee—Received permission to make 35 bagged breakfasts for Our Neighbor’s Place 

over the winter months 

 Religious Education—nothing to report 

 Committee on Shared Ministry—will attend board retreat on October 23.   

 Media committee-nothing to report 

 Finance report given by Nanci.  Christine Cedzo has resigned as Treasurer.  Nanci is working with the 

finance committee, Joanne, and others to evaluate QuickBooks and what else is needed for an         
efficient finance operation.  She will bring recommendations to the board as soon as possible. 

 Approximately $8600 was collected on Erie Gives Day as “donations”.  This includes individual 

donations + the corporate match.  The bulk of money received was pledged during the Pledge 
Campaign.  

• There is concern about the number of keys available for building access.  We will look into rekeying the     

building and rooms within the building.  We will also improve the system for key management and security 
codes.   

• Discussion about creating a master calendar.  Leigh is working on this with Joanne and will report next month.   

• Possible future building use by Music Together, a family/preschool music making group  

• Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, October 31, following the service. 

• Next meeting Thursday, November 18 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom 

~Nanci Lorei 
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Hello UU Congregants 

This Thanksgiving, the West Millcreek Food Pantry would like our           
congregation to donate boxes of instant mashed potatoes.  They are         
hoping we can provide 100 boxes.  Each church that donates to the pantry is 
responsible for a different item, and these are then used to put together a 
box by the Food Pantry folks containing a turkey and all the sides for each 
family.  You can place the boxes of mashed potatoes in the two large wicker 

collection baskets located under the name-tag area starting October 3 (or any 
day you happen to be at the church).  

The last day to donate will be Sunday, November 7th.      

Thank you all in advance!   

~Deb DiPlacido 

WEST MILLCREEK FOOD PANTRY THANKSGIVING COLLECTION 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING….. 

 

Hard to believe that on the heels of Thanksgiving, and somehow running a bit in tandem, is our Annual 
Christmas Gift program for Erie Dawn.  Erie Dawn is a local non-profit that addresses a critical need to      
support women and children in crisis.  We have provided Christmas gifts for them for the past few years, with 
an altered method last year due to Covid. 

 
Due to the continued Covid crisis, we will repeat what we did last year by only accepting donations in the form 
of store gift cards, grocery gift cards, gas cards, bus passes, or cash.  No one is obligated to donate, and 
do so at your comfort level.  

 
Gift cards to stores that sell a variety of clothing, household goods, and toys would be great.  Make 
sure you indicate the monetary value of the card by including the activation slip or writing it on with 
permanent marker.   Gas cards can be from any local gas station.  Grocery gift cards can be from any    
grocery store.  If you want to donate money, you can either write a check or donate cash in any amount that 
you are able.  Checks should be made out to “UUCE” with “Erie Dawn” printed on the memo line.  Cash should 
be placed in a sealed envelope with “Erie Dawn” written on the outside.   

 
Bus passes can be purchased from the Intermodal Transportation Office at 208 Bayfront Pkwy. and 
some Tops Markets and Giant Eagle grocery stores.  Costs are $52.00 for 31 rides, $28.00 for 20 rides, 
and $7.50 for 5 rides.   

 
For those who can’t get to church in person, you can mail your donations to the church at the following         
address:  UUCE, P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA  16508-0495 or perhaps ask another congregant to deliver it for 
you.  Those who can make it to church can leave their donations on Secretary Joanne’s desk, clearly marked 
that they are for Erie Dawn.  All donations must be at the church no later than Sunday December 12th so 
Erie Dawn has plenty of time before Christmas to distribute the gifts for their clients to use. 

 
Thank you in advance for your generosity and feel free to contact me with any questions. 

 
~Deb DiPlacido 
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COME SEE OUR DIVERSITY CELEBRATED HERE/WALL 

OF TOLERANCE DISPLAY 

Last year on Aug. 2nd, Mary Desmone and Steve Henry presented a Sunday Service 
on the week-long Civil Rights Conference they attended in Montgomery, Alabama. In 
the service, titled “On Sacred Ground”, Mary and Steve described their experiences 
in words, photos, videos and by inviting their tour guide, Jake Williams, to attend the 
Zoom service.  When the Montgomery Civil Rights Memorial Center was highlighted, 
Mary and Steve shared their experience of digitally signing the pledge on the Wall of 
Tolerance.  Participators in the service were given an opportunity to take the pledge 
too, via the chat room, and 35 members did.  In addition, the participants were 
shown a video of Attorney Bryan Stevenson sharing with Yale students what they 
would need to do if they wanted to change the world.  Those words are also on the 
Wall of Tolerance. 
 
If you were not able to attend the Aug. 2nd service, you can find the video of 

the service on the UUCE website in the Archives. And, if you would like to take the Pledge, let Joanne 
(joanne@uuerie.org) know and she will add your name to the list on the wall.  
Below is the Pledge and Bryan Stevenson’s lesson. 
 
The Pledge: 

Today I pledge to take a stand against hate, injustice and intolerance. 
I will work in my daily life for justice, equality and human rights 

—the ideals for which the Civil Rights martyrs died. 
(Civil Rights Memorial Center, Montgomery, Alabama) 

 
Bryan Stevenson “Four things you need to do to change the world”: 

Stay close to the people you are trying to help. 

Change the narrative about the problem you are trying to solve. 

Stay hopeful. 

Do things that are uncomfortable and inconvenient. 

 
 
The Buddhist Sangha will meet via zoom 
on the first Monday of each month, and in 
the sanctuary on the other Mondays.  If you 
would like the Zoom link, please email Liz 
Yount at dharmasis07@gmail.com.   

STARTING IN NOVEMBER 

 

Erie’s Black Wall Street is committed to identifying, recognizing and     

supporting the work of Black businesses in Erie and its surrounding communities by 

promoting the work of its members. On November 21, earn about their work in the 

Erie community from their Co-Founder and Executive Director, Kyra Taylor. 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday                          

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

 November Birthdays

 

03—Nanci Lorei  30—Rebecca Olanrewaju 

11—Christine Cedzo 

14—Karen Prather 

17—Kevin Cedzo 

21—Steve Sullivan 

28—Lynne Rhodes 

Service Attendance: 

October 3—Artisrty, Design and American History—John Vanco—25 in sanctu-

ary, 22 on Zoom. 

October 10—Everything Possible—Rev. Kristina Church—19 in sanctuary, 22 

on Zoom. 

October 17—Invisible Tracks—Rev. Kristina Church—19 in sanctuary, 29 on 

Zoom. 

October 24—Simply Positive– Lynne Stephens—30 in sanctuary, 29 on Zoom. 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the            

December issue is                                                    

Saturday,  November 19.                              

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

  

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

November 2021 

Sunday Services    

Zoom Meeting               

4:45 p.m. 

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. 

In person and on 

Zoom 

Memory Café               

1-3 p.m. at UUCE 

Memory Café               

1-3 p.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at via 

Zoom 

Board of                          

Trustees                                       

6 p.m. via                     

Zoom 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Erie Outing Group 

7-8:30 p.m. at 

UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

In person and on 
Zoom 

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. 

In person and on 

Zoom 

Sunday Service 

10:30 a.m. 

In person and on 

Zoom 

Sunday Services    

Zoom Meeting               

4:45 p.m. 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Erie                               

Philharmonic                 

Chorus Retreat 

9:30 am—3 pm 

Bunny Yoga 

11:30 am 

Whispering 

Lake Grove 

Lugnahsaddh 

Service 5 pm 

Sunday Services    

Zoom Meeting               

4:45 p.m. 


