The Beacon
October 2021

Sunday Services—Begin at 10:30 and
last approximately 60-75 minutes and are
President:
available both in person and via Zoom. Please Nanci Lorei
see our website for the Zoom link. Theme
for October: Mystery

Vice-President:
Leigh Kostis

October 3

Artistry, Design, and American History:
The Chair
Guest Speaker: John Vanco, Coordinator: Kelly Armor

Secretary: Beth Ann Kopay

John is the Director Emeritus of the Erie Art Museum and has been an
avid collector of art and antiques his entire adult life. One of his passions
is handmade wooden chairs from the 18th and 19th centuries. He will
bring several from his collection and discuss how these objects give us a
fascinating historical window into technology, society, and aesthetics of
working people. John and Kelly will be speaking in the sanctuary.
Anyone may attend the service in person or via Zoom. Musician:
Jackson Froman.

October 10
Everything Possible
Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church

October 17
Invisible Tracks
Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church

Doug Michali
Steve Sullivan
Blair Tuttle

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive religious
community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.

Vision

We live on the ancestral lands of the Erie people, who gave their name to
a Great Lake, as well as our county and our city. Who were they, what
happened to them, and where are they now?
October 24
Simply Positive
Guest Speaker: Lynne Stephens, UUCE Member
Come join us for a service of positivity to remind us of life's possibilities.
Service Coordinator: Michele Paich. Musician: Jackson Froman.
October 31
Veiled in Shadow
Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church
Halloween, All Souls, Samhain, or Day of the Dead; no matter what you
call it, October 31st is said to be the time of year when the boundary
between this world and the Otherworld grows very thin. What can we
glimpse behind the mysterious veil that divides the realms of Life and
Death?

Mail to: PO Box 3495

Annette Krusewicz

Mission

We've been taught that gender identity, gender expression, and sexual
orientation is fixed, binary, and simple. In reality, like everything else in
nature, gender and sexual orientation is endlessly diverse, and more fluid
than we've been led to believe. Let's explore and learn about this
intriguing aspect of our sacred humanity, in celebration of National
Coming Out Day on Monday, October 11th.

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

UUCE Board Members:

We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles
and nurture all who come seeking personal
and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding
religious congregation with diverse ideas and
beliefs reflected in our services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the
region through greater community
engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of compassion
and acceptance in our relations with each
other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an honest
and respectful manner, even when we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity
for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

MINISTER’S MUSINGS
Greetings, members and friends of the UU Congregation of Erie!
I've loved meeting many of you in person in the past few weeks.
Sharing a smile, even if it's through a mask. Or an elbow-bump,
even if we can't shake hands. I trust that you're staying safe,
even as pandemic statistics grow more alarming.
Our worship theme for the month of October is Mystery. How fitting for autumn 2021. We glimpse
the future as through a glass darkly, and the way ahead is shrouded in mist. It's always been this
way-- yet human minds sometimes hide this truth from consciousness, creating comforting
illusions of safety and control. But maybe our recent tangles with Covid-19 and ever-intensifying
climate change have brought home this truth once again; life is wild and mysterious.

Though your Board of Trustees and I don't have a crystal ball, we're committed to staying informed of research about the virus, and current public health guidelines. Nobody knows how we'll
need to adapt congregational activities in the upcoming season in order to protect everyone's
health. But we can vow to continue finding creative ways to keep this community connected and
inclusive.
For now, we're holding blended (a mix of in-person and online) services, with the requirement
that everyone gathering in-person wear a mask, and that there be no singing or playing of
woodwind instruments in the sanctuary. I hope we can continue to open up and provide
ever-greater opportunities for connection over the coming season. That all depends on a number
of variables that, unfortunately, are far beyond our control.
I hope the coming season can include more gatherings, more smiles, more fellowship, and more
good news. In the meantime, let's continue to keep each other safe, to hold one another in love,
and to enjoy this wondrous time of autumn together.
Blessings,
Kristina

WEST MILLCREEK FOOD PANTRY THANKSGIVING COLLECTION
Hello UU Congregants,

This Thanksgiving, the West Millcreek Food Pantry would like our congregation to
donate boxes of instant mashed potatoes. They are hoping we can provide 100 boxes. Each church that donates to the pantry is responsible for a different item, and these are
then used to put together a box by the Food Pantry folks containing a turkey and all the sides
for each family. You can place the boxes of mashed potatoes in the two large wicker collection baskets located under the name-tag area starting October 3 (or any day you happen to be
at the church).
The last day to donate will be Sunday, November 7th.
Thank you all in advance!
~Deb DiPlacido
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
It was such a pleasure to be back in the sanctuary for the service on
September 19th. About half of the participants were in the sanctuary and half
were on Zoom. We took a close look at our beautiful mural and how it came to
be. An invitation went out to send suggestions for a name for the mural. Please give it some thought and
send your suggestions to Joanne or me or put them in the envelope on the information wall. I hope to
see you at a future service, on Zoom if that is where you are comfortable or in person in our sanctuary. It
is good to be together.
Board meeting held on September 16, 2021
• Rev. Kristina highlighted her report:
-Encouraged a reopening task force meeting be called soon in wake of increasing Covid-19
numbers in Erie County.
-Will attend the Our Whole Lives training for children and youth in Oak Park, IL, 9/24-26. At
least one more person is needed to complete training.
-Continues to meet pastoral care needs of the congregation.
• Committee reports:
-Sunday Services—September services are complete. Plans are to have in person services
beginning 9/18. Went over adjustments to blended (in-person and Zoom) services. Masks
required; no singing or wind instruments.
-Building and Grounds—applying for reimbursement from the building trust account; lights
need replaced over the pulpit; ground bee problem reported to Bryan Hed.
-Membership—Edie has organized in-person greeters for September and October; new
instructions written for greeters with Covid-19 protocol; bulletin board for new members
and need to have an official Sunday welcoming in future.
-Religious Education—OWL program training and start date; no possibility for online OWL.
Wellspring Group is moving on with Sacred Arts in joint project with NY group
-Committee on Shared Ministry—looking at a 3 year schedule examining committees to
address needs and make improvements.
-Media committee-need to make one asap.
-Finance report given by Nanci. Ongoing Quickbooks issues. Looking into how to improve
accounting concerns. Erie Gives 59 donors acknowledged and thanked. $63,264.00
received, up 40% from 2020.
-Aesthetics—October 17 afternoon ceremony to unveil Doug Russell memorial, including a
concert with 3 of his bands. Mural dedication 9/19/21.
• We will join the Pittsburgh UU Cluster to gain ideas and make connections; minimal expense.
• Getting the Word Out marketing video conference attended by 4 members so far; very good
information and will bring ideas to board retreat for moving forward. Last session 10/9
• PPP loan forgiveness application next week; should be approved very soon.
• Thoughts shared on letting grass grow over the parking lot for improved aesthetics and mud/ice
issues. Nanci will speak with Janet Krack who saw one at another UU church.
• Retreat for Board of Trustees, along with the Committee on Shared Ministry, will be held on
Saturday, October 23.
• Next meeting Thursday, October 21 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom
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DOUG RUSSELL’S MEMORIAL AND CONCERT
Dear members and friends of Doug Russell,
We will be having a memorial dedication and concert to honor the memory of Doug
on Oct. 17, 2021 from 3:00-4:30. We will be honoring three of Doug’s talents for
being: practical, welcoming, and playing the double bass and guitar. We will see
the name of the congregation on the front of the church entrance, and the chalice
on the stone pedestal, and listen to some great music.
Guest speakers, in order of appearance, include Mary Desmone, Joanne Davis, Al
Richardson, Nanci Lorei, Rev. Kristina Church, and Kelly Armor. Howard Krack
will handle audio for the speakers. The concert will include three local bands in
which Doug played bass. The bands include: Jeremy Jaeger and The Division
Street Machine, Elly Vahey and East Ave., and Julio Quezada and Mambo.

There will be slide show break and Doug’s favorite cookies will be handed out as the participants exit the
building. If you have a photo of Doug for the slide show, please email it to Mary Desmone
(mcdedd@verizon.net). Let Joanne know if you plan to attend so we can make sure we have enough
cookies!
Doug’s girlfriend, Michele Moskel, and family members will be in attendance as well as some of Doug’s
friends. Michele is very happy that we are able to have this memorial and concert for Doug.

ERIE GIVES
The final numbers are in for 2021 Erie Gives! This year we are
grateful to announce we had a nice increase in pledge payments and
donations in August for Erie Gives 2021. 59 donors gave $60,792.00
which generated an additional almost $2,500 in prorated matching
funds from the Erie Community Foundation for a total of
$63,264.57. We were 28th out of 438 non-profit organizations.
Thank you to everyone who donated this year. ~Nanci Lorei

EXAMPLE OF THE ITEMS THAT WILL
BENDISCUSSED BY OUR GUEST SPEAKER
ON OCTOBER 3
John Vanco is the Director Emeritus of the Erie Art Museum
and has been an avid collector of art and antiques his entire
adult life. One of his passions is handmade wooden chairs from
the 18th and 19th centuries. He will bring several from his
collection and discuss how these objects give us a fascinating
historical window into technology, society, and aesthetics of
working people.
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COME SEE OUR DIVERSITY CELEBRATED HERE/
WALL OF TOLERANCE DISPLAY
Last year on Aug. 2nd, Mary Desmone and Steve Henry presented a Sunday
Service on the week-long Civil Rights Conference they attended in Montgomery, Alabama. In the service, titled “On Sacred Ground”, Mary and Steve
described their experiences in words, photos, videos and by inviting their
tour guide, Jake Williams, to attend the Zoom service. When the Montgomery Civil Rights Memorial Center was highlighted, Mary and Steve shared
their experience of digitally signing the pledge on the Wall of Tolerance.
Participators in the service were given an opportunity to take the pledge too,
via the chat room, and 35 members did. In addition, the participants were
shown a video of Attorney Bryan Stevenson sharing with Yale students what
they would need to do if they wanted to change the world. Those words are
also on the Wall of Tolerance.

If you were not able to attend the Aug. 2nd service, you can find the video of the service on the UUCE
website in the Archives. And, if you would like to take the Pledge, let Joanne (joanne@uuerie.org)
know and she will add your name to the list on the wall.
Below is the Pledge and Bryan Stevenson’s lesson.
The Pledge:

Today I pledge to take a stand against hate, injustice and intolerance.
I will work in my daily life for justice, equality and human rights
—the ideals for which the Civil Rights martyrs died.
(Civil Rights Memorial Center, Montgomery, Alabama)

Bryan Stevenson “Four things you need to do to change the world”:
Stay close to the people you are trying to help.
Change the narrative about the problem you are trying to solve.

Stay hopeful.
Do things that are uncomfortable and inconvenient.

UU BOOK CLUB
Meeting monthly for over 25 years and welcoming all.
Big news! Meeting this month in our UUCE building & with a
Zoom meeting option!
October 27th: On Looking: A Walker's Guide to the Art of
Observation by Alexandra Horowitz
Members suggest books for upcoming months and titles are an eclectic mix,
varied in style and genre.
Let Diane Guthrie (kerrywick@aol.com) know if you'd like to be added to our email list to receive titles and information about our meetings.
It will be fun to share the conversation!
5

Reverend Kristina Church
kristinachurch@hotmail.com

UUCE Thursday Email
Updates
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Fridays 8a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Every Thursday an update of
UUCE events and news for the
week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be
included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact
Joanne@uuerie.org before
9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook page,
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday
Service announcements, upcoming
events, conversations, words of
inspiration and much more."
For additional information, please
contact Kristin Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

October Birthdays

Leave Voice
Messages
814-864-9300

We’re On The Web!
uuerie.org

13—Bob Guthrie
13—Joanne Davis

15—Bryan Hed
25—Adele Crotty

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.

The deadline for articles for the
November issue is
Saturday, October 16 .
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis

To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

Service Attendance:

September 5—Putting “Labor” Back in Labor Day—coordinated by Dixie
Morrow—40 participants

September 12—Joy Like a Fountain: Water Ceremony 2021—Rev. Kristina—
50 participants.
September 19—Rejoicing in Where We’ve Been and How We are Becoming—
Rev. Kristina—29 on Zoom, 33 in the sanctuary.
September 26—Erie County Community College—Chris Gray PhD—
20 on Zoom and 17 in the sanctuary

October 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

3
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

4

5

In person and
on Zoom

Erie
Buddhist Sangha Philharmonic
7 p.m. at UUCE
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
at UUCE

10

11

12

6

7

8

Erie Atheist and
Memory Café
1-3 p.m. at UUCE Agnostic

Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

13

14

15
Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Buddhist Sangha Erie
7 p.m. at UUCE
Philharmonic
In person and on
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
Zoom
at UUCE
17
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

18

19

20

21
22
Memory Café
Erie Outing Group 1-3 p.m. at UUCE Erie Atheist and

In person and on
Zoom

Buddhist Sangha Erie
7-8:30 p.m. at
7 p.m. at UUCE Philharmonic
UUCE
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
at UUCE

24

25

26

27

Erie
Buddhist Sangha
UU Book Club
Philharmonic
7 p.m. at UUCE
7 p.m. at UUCE
Chorus 6-9 p.m.
and via Zoom
In person and on
at UUCE
Zoom
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

31
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
In person and on
Zoom

Board of
Trustees
6 p.m. via
Zoom
28

Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

29
Erie Atheist and
Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
at UUCE

9
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

16
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

23
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

30
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m. at
UUCE

