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The Beacon 

Sunday Services— In-person services are suspended until further       

notice. Please watch the weekend news and our website for details about 

and links to our virtual services.        

 Summer Lite:  Adventure. 

July 4  Independence Day, Our Way 

Join us for our annual Independence Day celebration with poetry, music 
and reminders of why we Unitarian Universalists celebrate                         
Independence Day, our way.  Service Coordinator: Regis Sabol.             
Music: Jackson Froman and the UUCE All-Star Band. 

 

July 11   Funding Our Public Schools    

   Speaker:  Susan Spicka  

This service is presented by our Social Responsibility Committee.  Susan 
Spicka,  Executive Director of Education Voters of Pennsylvania, will 
bring us up-to-date on the state of funding for education in Pennsylva-
nia. She will explain some of the current funding inequities and present 
a resolution for fair state-wide funding.  This service is presented by our 
Social Responsibility Committee.  After the service we will hold a con-
gregational vote to decide to officially present this resolution to our Sen-
ators and Representatives from UUCE.  

 

July 18  Listening and Reflecting 

Today will be a time for listening and reflecting.  We will create breakout 
rooms with about twelve people in each.  After hearing a short account 
of a life experience, each person will have an opportunity to share their 
feelings and responses or to pass.  Coordinators Michele Paich and Dixie 
Morrow. 

 

July 25  The Day out of Time 

Join us this Sunday as Michele Paich will talk about taking this day to be    
especially present and introspective, while letting go of the concept of 
time. Some ancient civilizations kept time by the thirteen twenty-eight-
day lunar cycles which adds up to three hundred and sixty four days 
leaving a day out of time. Today is that day. 
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

“The beauty of the world, which is so soon to perish, has two 
edges, one of laughter, one of anguish, cutting the heart 
asunder.” --Virginia Woolf 

So much of the past congregational year can be summed up 
with this beautiful quote.  What a year we have had. And 
somehow, we have made it to this moment...together. 

I'm awed by the way you cared for each other during this ex-
traordinary time. For the way you continued to work together to create meaningful 
worship services and programs, bringing community, connectedness, and a sense of 
the larger story, to all of us, each week. 

I'm grateful for our Board of Trustees, whose thoughtful, grounded leadership kept the 
ship righted and moving smoothly through troubled waters this year. I'm grateful for 
the hard conversations of the Task Force on Reopening, and the practical and creative 
talents of the Sunday Services team. 

I'm grateful for congregational leaders like Doug Russell and Donna Martin. In their 
passing from this earth there is sadness; in knowing the beauty of their lives, there is 
joy, deep respect, and a commitment to continue their work of creating community. 
Thought I did not get to know them well, their legacy continues here at UU Erie. 

I'm grateful for the work of Candace Williams, our talented, committed Director of Re-
ligious Education. And I am sad that she is moving on to a new chapter of her family's 
life, yet her work here has mattered, and we will continue the work she began with our 
families, youth, and children. 

I'm grateful for your commitment to this congregation. At a time when many congrega-
tions are experiencing shortfalls, many of you were able to maintain or increase your 
financial commitment, to ensure that collaborative, shared ministry together can con-
tinue into a new phase. 

Greg, Rafa, and I were deeply moved by your warm, kind welcome to us during our 
first trip to Erie a few weekends ago. And we are so excited to move into the future with 
you. 

There are many challenges ahead: new Sunday services formats that are truly inclusive 
for everyone who wants to participate, a mix of in-person and online attendance. New 
challenges to streamline our systems, update our infrastructure, and ensure that staff 
and congregants are well served by the way things run. The ever-present challenge to 
reach out, connect with, and serve young people, children, youth, and families. The 
work of creating services, programs, and culture that welcome all and are meaningful 
to the lives of people of all identities. And of course, our charge to bring justice to Erie, 
to Unitarianism, to Pennsylvania, and to the wider world. 

Thank you for being the thoughtful, connected, warm, and caring congregation that 
you are. I know this has been such a difficult year, but there has been laughter and joy 
in it as well. In the fullness of our experiences, we now move forward, with commit-
ment, courage, and always, joy and laughter, to live into our dreams...together. 

~Rev. Kristina 
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Meeting monthly for over 25 years and welcoming all.  

Big news!  We are now meeting in our UUCE building!   

July 28th at 7 p.m.:  Hamnet by Maggie O'Farrell  

Members suggest books for upcoming months and titles are an 

eclectic mix, varied in style and genre. Let Diane Guthrie 

(kerrywick@aol.com) know if you'd like to be added to our e-mail 

list to receive titles and information about our meetings.   

It will be fun to share the conversation! 

 
Please remember to make a donation to the Erie Bail Fund.            

The donation information will be in the weekend news each week 

until the end of June.  You can write a check to the UUCE with the 

Erie Bail Fund on the subject line or you can donate online at 

https://linktr.ee/eriebailfund. If you donate online, please let Joanne 

know how much so we have a record of how much our                 

congregation donated. Our plan is to share the EBF information 

with other congregations & organizations in Erie County to be able 

to increase our fund to $5,000. Your support is greatly needed and 

deeply appreciated! 

UU BOOK CLUB 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY COMMITTEE 

mailto:kerrywick@aol.com


UUCE Support for Equitable School Funding 
 
Pennsylvania’s constitution states that the General Assembly must “provide a thorough and effi-
cient system of public education to serve the needs of the Commonwealth.” Instead, the state has 
adopted an irrational and inequitable system of funding public education that does not provide 
the resources students need to meet state standards and discriminates against students based on 
where they live and the wealth of their local communities. The fact is that Pennsylvania ranks 
44th in the nation for the amount state share of funding put towards K-12 education. When the 
state share of funding is low, communities must rely on local wealth, i.e., property taxes, to fund 
their schools. Communities with a robust local tax base can raise sufficient funding to meet stu-
dents’ needs. Other communities simply cannot raise enough money at the local level, even with a 
very high local tax effort. This is something very familiar to most of us living in the city of Erie 
and throughout the county. Pennsylvania has one of the widest funding gaps in the country be-
tween high-wealth and low-wealth school districts. The severe underfunding for students in less 
affluent districts is the reason behind a school funding lawsuit, which is set to go to trial in Sep-
tember of this year. So far, over 80% of Pennsylvania’s 500 school districts have signed resolu-
tions in support of this lawsuit. Our Social Justice Committee plans to bring an Equitable School 
Funding Resolution to the congregation for a vote in July. So please mark your calendars for July 
11, when there will be a speaker from the Education Voters of Pennsylvania talking about the is-
sues. A congregational vote on the resolution will take place after the meeting. Please plan to at-
tend this important meeting. The resolution that will be voted on follows. 
 
Prior to this meeting we ask that you take some time to review the resolution on the next page, 
view the webinar link, and/or visit the provided website links: 
 
Fair Funding Webinar Presentation:  
https://krc-pbpc-org.zoom.us/rec/play/YB6B_2god7LrnrnP2ToMA9MQPJMCtejz1GI6XSbhv0k0J1Ab8lq1Oegs-
Y6KLs0kzu5y4VoX8WtTk-d_.BDzTo9XLAoms51Be?
continue-
Mode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=Km58z2uiSLqiCqxTpElRZA.1623067080513.e083a38cc7243638b30b00d46ceb7524&_
x_zm_rhtaid=298 

 
Education Voters of Pennsylvania: https://educationvoterspa.org/ 
Level Up PA: https://leveluppa.org/ 
The Public Interest Law Center: https://www.pubintlaw.org/cases-and-projects/school-funding-
lawsuit/ 
Erie Times: https://erietimes-pa-app.newsmemory.com/?publink=246f8d6f1_1345dd3  

 

Thank you, Linda Graff, UUCE Social Responsibility Committee 
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Resolution in Support of the PA School Funding Litigation for Fair Funding 

WHEREAS education in Pennsylvania is a constitutional right, articulated in Article III, Section 14 of the 

Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It states that “The General Assembly shall pro-

vide for the maintenance and support of a thorough and efficient system of public educa-

tion to serve the needs of the Commonwealth;” and  

Whereas there is substantial evidence that both individual health and economic well-being are tied to edu-

cational outcomes;  

Whereas when the state fails to adequately fund education, it puts an unfair responsibility on local taxpay-

ers, which cannot be met in low wealth districts even when paying higher tax rates; 

Whereas the General Assembly has defined what a thorough education is by identifying educational stand-

ards (the standards used in PSSA and Keystone exams) that all PA students are expected to meet, and  

Whereas the current school funding system in Pennsylvania results in grossly different amounts of money 

spent on children in different districts in violation of the equal protection provisions of the state constitu-

tion; with much less money spent on children in low-wealth districts even though their students have addi-

tional educational needs; now therefore be it 

Resolved, that the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie supports the parents of individual 

children, the school districts, the Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools, and the PA NAACP 

State conference in their suit to enforce Pennsylvania’s constitutional guarantee of “ a thorough and effi-

cient system of public education” and urges the Pennsylvania General Assembly to provide a fair, ade-

quate, and predictable funding system that enables all children to meet state academic standards and does 

not discriminate against low-wealth school districts; and 

Further resolved, that a copy of this resolution be presented to the governor’s office, the PA Secretary of 

Education and to state senator Dan Laughlin and Michele Brooks and state representatives Ryan Bizzaro, 

Robert Merski, and Patrick Harkins, state legislators who represent our school districts.  

 



  6 



  7 

Beth Kopay is hosting a Little Zoom Dinner on Friday, 

July 9th and is looking for five Zoom guests to join her. 

Dinner is at 6:30 and the theme is Voracious Veggies. If 

you are interested in sharing your favorite vegetable reci-

pe and some good conversation, please get a hold of 

Beth no later than Monday, July 5th at 814-460-6179.  

  

A year ago a book club was formed including some members of the UUCE along with 

some members of the community.  

The book club focused on racism and put together a list of nine books and had       

heart-felt and sometimes difficult discussions. 

As a group we were hoping to learn not only about systemic racism, but a little about 

ourselves, and we were hoping to take some action steps along the way. 

On June 11th we had a meeting about what we want to do moving forward knowing 

that we have only scratched the surface of understanding the deep-rooted problem of 

not only racism, but classism and sexism as well. 

Also at that meeting, we were joined by Mayor Joe Schember and Mr. Michael Outlaw, 

City of Erie community liaison, who showed a genuine interest in what we were doing. 

On August 1st of this year, we are going to be holding a Sunday service to talk about 

our journey thus far and moving forward. 

We hope you can join us that day and Mayor Schember expressed an interest in at-

tending the service also. 

LITTLE DINNER 

READING, REFLECTING, AND RESPONDING TO RACISM 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fridays 9 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

 July Birthdays

01 – Dixie Morrow 
03 – Kristin Maguire 
05 – Diana Dymski 
05 – Gabe Riggin 
18 – Sheela Horton 
20 – Regis Sabol 
22 – Sarah Simkovich 
27 – Patty Munz 
30 – Robin Green 
30 – Mike Balsan 
31 – Pat Lorei 

Service Attendance: 

 June 6—Life 101:  Ecology as Theology—Rev. Michael Dowd—50 participants 

June 13—Flower Communion—Rev. Kristina—48 participants. 

June 20—The Father, the Sun, and a Green Man—Multiple Speakers—43 participants. 

June 28—Acceptance and Its Impact on the World Today—Robert Tate and  

      Court Gould—48 participants. 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

August issue is                                                    

Saturday, July 17 .                              

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

July 2021 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather 

at 10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Memory Café               

1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café               

1-3 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

UU Book Club      

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Social                      

Responsibility  

Zoom meeting          

6 p.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 

Alcoholics  

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. at 

UUCE 


