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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

The Beacon 
June 6 Life 101: Ecology as Theology, Decline as Grace   

  Speaker:  Rev. Michael Dowd (see biography on page 7)  

An “eco-theo” worldview that honors "ecology as the heart of          
theology” is a fundamental stance of all genuinely sustainable          
cultures. An essential part of this indigenous worldview is what might 
be called, regenerative, or compost, spirituality — honoring                        
impermanence, decline, and death as no less sacred than life. This 
homily, by eco-theologian Rev. Michael Dowd, applies                               
Earth-honoring wisdom to the challenges of our time. 

June 13  Flower Communion 2021    

  Rev. Kristina Church 

Join us for this colorful Unitarian Universalist tradition marking the 
end of the congregational year and the beginning of summer. We 
made it through the year! Let the beauty of flowers express our joy 
and appreciation of one another, and the lessons we've learned about 
resilience. 

June 20   The Father - The Sun - And A Green Man  

Join us for an inspiring service of songs, stories, and spoken word 
from members of our congregation celebrating the masculine on this 
longest day of our year.  Music by Jackson Froman. 

**Please join us later in the evening for a solstice                  
celebration gathering, outside of the church, beginning at 
7:30 in the evening near the Memorial Garden.  Considering 
the ongoing pandemic, we are keeping it simple.  Bring a chair, a      
personal beverage, and a musical instrument if you feel inclined.  The 
idea is to simply be together, in person, in celebration.  Look to the 
Weekend News for further updates.** 

June 27  Acceptance and Its Impact on the World Today

  Guest Speakers: Robert Tate and Court Gould    

     (see biographies on page 7) 

Acceptance, a powerful topic!  Even though acceptance is part of our 
being at every turn, we often avoid its depths because unpacking its 
impact can be very uncomfortable.  Conscience or not, it’s a part of 
who we are.  What if we questioned that which we accept as truths? 
What would the world be if we just accepted each other for our        
differences.  Robert and Court will dialog about the topic and explore 
a bit of the uncomfortable and reassuring territory of acceptance. 
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June 2021 

Sunday Services— In-person services are suspended until further notice. 

Please watch the weekend news and our website for details about and links 

to our virtual services.  Theme for June:  Acceptance 
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A Congregational Meeting will be held via Zoom on Sunday, June 27 following 
the Sunday Service. Two important agenda items are voting on new members 
for the Board of Trustees and approving the 2021-2022 budget. Please plan on 
joining us at approximately 11:45. 

If you are a committee chair, or you have information you would like to share 
about your group, please submit your reports to your board liaison or Julie 
Maguire (juliemaguire626@gmailcom) before June 16.  

Greetings, UU Erie folks! 
 
I trust that by now, you are enjoying the refreshing changes brought on by the relaxation of CDC guide-
lines, declining Covid cases, rising vaccination rates, and the beautiful summer weather. I'm excited to 
move ahead with plans for my family's move to Erie this summer! 
 
I'm very glad it's possible to glimpse the light at the end of the tunnel of this pandemic. Remember, too, 
that all these exciting changes can create new anxieties and stress, even when we've long hoped and 
wished for them. Some of us may find that we're in a whirl, unable to organize our thoughts, our sched-
ules, our lives. Or we may be blindsided by fears that come up unexpectedly in the moment, causing us to 
feel tense and alarmed when we thought we'd be joyful and serene. 
 
It's okay to go slowly, to open up to new experiences at your own pace. Just remember to check in with 
your body, and pay attention to what it is telling you. Remember that our Third Principle is "Acceptance 
of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations". This means accepting that 
someone else's needs may not be the same as ours, and honoring those needs as sacred. 
 
We can support each other right now by listening and accepting one another's parameters. Some of us 
may prefer to continue masking while getting together outdoors. Some of us might not be ready for a hug 
yet. Let's try to support one another's individual needs, and not try to force togetherness in ways that peo-
ple don't feel ready to try yet. 
 
I know that we can navigate this complex time of challenges and changes together, as we have done all 
year. Better times are ahead, and I can't wait to share them with you. I'll see you very soon! Meanwhile, be 
well, stay healthy, and enjoy the beauty of the season. 
 
Many blessings, and much anticipation, 
Kristina 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING JUNE 27 
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The Reopening Task Force met over the past two months. This wonderful group of people showed 

patience, open-mindedness, and perseverance while working through issues that were often diffi-

cult and divisive. Abundant appreciation goes to the task force members: Reverend Kristina 

Church, Kelly Armor, Joanne Davis, Leigh Kostis, Howard Krack, Annette Krusewicz, Nanci 

Lorei, Regis Sabol, and Candace Williams. 

 On May 20, the Board of Trustees received the recommendations of the Task Force and 

agreed to the following actions. 

Post a sign at the entrance of the building. The sign will say, “Please wear masks in the      

building when entering, exiting, and moving between rooms.”  

Encourage the Sunday Services Committee to continue with their development of a dual      

platform worship model. The Board supports the efforts of the Sunday Service Committee 

in setting a reasonable timeline for the gradual reintegration of people in the sanctuary 

and the possible purchase of additional technology (including audio-visual equipment) to 

support a hybrid-worship service. Please see Kelly Armor’s letter for more information. 

Contact all groups that previously used the building to sign new building use contracts. That 

contract will include wording that the renter will adhere to signs posted regarding masks 

and will agree to refrain from having food or drinks (other than water) in the sanctuary. 

Communicate to the committee chairs the option of holding meetings at the church. At the    

beginning of the meeting, the committee is encouraged to take a secret poll to find out if 

people are comfortable without masks. If anyone in the group votes, “No”, everyone should 

keep their masks on. 

Convene a meeting of the Religious Education Committee to plan activities for the children 

and youth. Mary Beth McCarthy will lead this effort. While we are sad to lose Candace  

Williams as our Director of Religious Education, we wish Candace and her family the very 

best in their new adventures in Lancaster. 

Allow use of the building to be scheduled for small groups and informal gatherings, as well as 

Rites of Passage for congregation members, following the posted signs. 

Allow use of the building to be scheduled for Rites of Passage by nonmembers and public 

events that are not directly connected to the church beginning August 15 (with the             

understanding that any changes in the pandemic might necessitate cancellation of such 

events).  

If you have any questions about these actions, please contact Julie Maguire, Board of Trustees 
President (juliemaguire626@gmail.com). If you would like to schedule use of the building, please 
contact Joanne Davis, Church Administrator (joanne@uuerie.org).   
 

REOPENING TASK FORCE NEWS 

mailto:juliemaguire626@gmail.com
mailto:joanne@uuerie.org


NEWS FROM THE SUNDAY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
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The Sunday Services committee has been working hard to figure out how to return to the           

sanctuary. We’ve decided that the best way to do this is to continue with Zoom-based services 

and gradually add in face-to-face elements. On June 13 and 20th, musicians and speakers will 

join our services from our beloved sanctuary. Once we get adept at Zooming some service            

elements from the sanctuary, we will welcome a small number of people to worship in the             

sanctuary, (perhaps in July or August) while the majority stays on Zoom. As we overcome the 

technological challenges of sharing Joys & Concerns, music, readings, and discussion                        

simultaneously virtually and in person, we will gradually open the sanctuary up to more              

participants and always allow anyone to join via Zoom. 

Most yearn to gather again in our sanctuary and experience each other without a digital interface, 

but we also recognize that our Zoom services have been an important lifeline for many of us     

during the darkest time of the pandemic. We consistently have had greater attendance at our        

virtual Sunday Services than we did before the pandemic. Many can not join us in person because 

of compromised immune systems, mobility issues, or geographical proximity.  

Because we want to be as inclusive as possible we are following the UUA’s suggestion to find a 

way that allows people to join us on Sunday mornings in person or on Zoom. We are calling this 

Dual Platform Worship. Our goals for Dual Platform Worship is not simply to share a video 

stream of in-person worship, but to allow for true interactivity whether you are in person or on 

Zoom. We are not sure how to do this, but just as we figured out how to operate a meaningful   

service on Zoom, we will, through trial and error, determine this new path forward. 

The summer will be a time of experimentation. Our committee is excited about the possibilities 

of serving diverse needs and truly embracing a 21st century approach. Our goal is, by this fall, to 

have a vibrant in-person service with plenty of participants joining via Zoom. We’ll need some 

extra help, too. Let me know if you would like to assist with video or audio either on Zoom or at 

the church. All we need is your interest; we’ll train whoever wants to help. And of course, let me 

know if you have any questions or concerns about any of this.  

Kelly Armor 

Co-Chair Sunday Services Committee 

814-602-0619 

kelly.b.armor@gmail.com 

 



NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

June has arrived and with it the end of the RE program for the 2020-2021 year.  This year has been 

quite a challenge for the RE program. In reality, we could not overcome having to remain socially            

distanced.  However, I am still hopeful for the future of this program.  With some willing and motivated 

participants, this next year could be the start of a new path for the RE program.  Unfortunately, my time 

with you must come to an end.  My family has made the decision to return to Lancaster this summer to 

be closer to family.  As such, I will no longer be the Director of RE.  While I am excited to be starting this 

next chapter of my life, I am incredibly sad that my girls and I will no longer be part of this                       

congregation.  Your support and encouragement have brought about so many personal changes that I 

will be forever grateful to this community. I only wish I could have had the opportunity to help guide the 

RE program in a new direction.   

This past year has been incredibly tough, but I look back and am amazed at all that has been                   

accomplished.  The commitment it has taken from so many of you is what has kept me going.  It has 

helped me realize that we really are capable of anything.  I have seen what Sunday Services has              

accomplished and continues to accomplish. We have been blessed with Rev. Kristina and new members 

are being added.  Now is the time to keep the momentum going!  My biggest hope is that you will keep 

the RE program in mind during this time.  What’s needed now is an openness to change and a real look 

at what families want and what works for them.  It will also require volunteers.  Did you know that with 

the program we traditionally offered (a nursery and two classes) it required 6 volunteers per week?  

That’s 24 volunteers per month just for the RE program!  And this doesn’t even include Coming of Age 

or events offered by the church.   

Fortunately, there are many different ways to reach families that don’t need as many volunteers initially 

(although not less commitment).  Current ideas that I have found include focusing more on the family 

as a unit, developing a truly multi-generational service, providing programs that reach out to the              

community at large, giving youth more responsibilities on a typical Sunday and allowing older youth to 

work with younger age groups.  The possibilities are endless; it is just a matter of finding what works.   

If you are still hesitant, think things should go back to the way they were, or believe the RE program will 

grow on its own, I hope that you take a moment to take a look at some articles and blogs that look at 

these issues (RE Connect Resources).  Of course, developing anything new requires an openness and 

willingness to change.  It also requires the support of everyone in the congregation.  However, by                

placing an emphasis on families and youth, you are creating an engine for change and growth that will 

shape future generations.  And as we have seen after this past year, anything is possible.    

 

~Candace Williams 
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BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER JUNE 6  

Since April 2002, Rev.  Michael Dowd and his wife (UU science writer and fellow climate         
activist Connie Barlow) have traveled North America delivering talks in some 500 UU                    
congregations, summer camps, and minister retreats, as well as for other religious and secular 
groups. Their pro-science ministry was featured as the cover story of our national membership 
magazine, UU World, in the spring of 2006. They’ve also been featured in The New York Times, 
LA Times, Washington Post, and Discover Magazine, and on television nationally: on CNN, ABC 
News, and even FOX News. Michael and Connie were honored as “UU Religious Humanists of the 
Year” at General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, in 2016.  The website michaeldowd.org  presents a 
full biography and extensive information about Rev. Dowd's work.  
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Robert Tate (36) is from Erie.  He works (at PA CareerLink) with youth from the area.  His story 
is that of service.  He is a people person, most happy when talking with people and learning about 
who they are and where they want to go in life.  “I desire to see this in the our youth, because I feel 
that there is so much untapped potential in them.  It’s up to us to help uncover this and help to 
guide them,” says Robert. 

  

Court Gould (59) is a 3-year Erieite and consultant.  His quest is the urgent, new business as 
usual...sustainable development.  Renewable, repeatable, restorative, and just are his compass 
points.  “Erie’s only path to prosperity is empowering our remarkable diversity in pursuit of pro-
gress that is accountable to social, environmental, and economic values simultaneously.”  

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKERS JUNE 27 

  
We plan on distributing topsoil, filling boxes, weeding, planting, sweeping, supervising,           
enjoying. We will start at 9:30 on Saturday, June 5th and continue until not past noon. 
 
Even 15 minutes of your time will be greatly appreciated. Join your old and new friends and 
help make our garden beautiful again.  

MEMORIAL GARDEN 

http://michaeldowd.org/


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fridays 9 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

 June Birthdays

06—Katrina Hurlburt  15—Audrey Steinbrink 

11—Roberta McCall  22—Cathay Kramer 

11—Joan August   23—Jan Woods 

13– Diane Guthrie  25—Willow Hurlburt 

13—Ella Riggin   26—Deb Cable 

14—Ryan Cedzo 

15—Marge Wander 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

July issue is                                                    

Saturday, June 19 .                              

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

 May 2—Breathe—Rev. Kristina—60 participants. 

May 9—Motherhood—Various Speakers—50 participants. 

May 16—Roots and Wings—Rev. Kristina—47 participants. 

May 23—What Lies Before Us—Johnny Johnson—47 participants. 



Congregational 

Meeting                      

following the 

service. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

June 2021 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather 

at 10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Board of Trustees 

Zoom meeting 6 

p.m. 

Social                      

Responsibility  

Zoom meeting          

6 p.m. 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community           

7 p.m. at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.            

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.       

at UUCE 

Erie Atheist and           

Agnostic                   

Community 7 p.m.           

at UUCE 

Memorial             

Garden Cleanup 

9:30 a.m. 


