
May 2   Breathe       
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina 

Unitarian Universalists are committed to work for a more just, equitable, 
and compassionate world. In a world with as many problems as ours, 
where do we begin?  Music by Jackson Froman. 

 

May 9  On Motherhood          
Join us for a lively dialog among a diverse group of women in our        
congregation sharing their thoughts about mothering and being moth-
ered. Expect heartfelt and honest conversation on what challenges them 
and those norms they challenge about society.  Music by Jackson Fro-
man.  Service coordinated by Michelle Paich and Kelly Armor. 

 

May 16  Roots and Wings      
   Speaker:  Kristina Church            
A seminary trip to Transylvania becomes a portal to deeper                     
understanding of Unitarianism. Come journey with us!  Music by             
Jackson Froman. 

 

May 23 What Lies Before Us     
 Guest Speaker: Johnny Johnson (bio. on page 5) 

Johnny’s talk will focus on understanding our role in creating a beloved           
community.  Service Coordinators: Al Richardson and Michele Paich.  
Music by Jackson Froman. 

  

May 30  Savoring and Serving Life    
 Guest Speaker:  Rev. Mariela Pérez-Simons (biography on page 5) 

   Savoring and Serving is a theological and social framework to help us 
find a healing balance in life. Savoring and Serving is a way of healing 
ourselves and the planet, as a spiritual practice, as a                                  
social responsibility , as a way of honoring the life-force that moves 
through us and to give back generously to the whole web of life.               
Coordinated by Janet Krack. 
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie            Mail to:  PO Box 3495                                814-864-9300              uuerie.org

The Beacon 
Sunday Services— In-person services are suspended until further notice. 

Please watch the weekend news and our website for details about and links 

to our virtual services.           Theme for May:  Intuition and Knowing 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

As I write, I'm looking out my window and I don't like what I see. Yet, as I look at the forecast, I 
see that we'll be having 70º weather within the next week. Hold on, I keep telling myself, hold 
out. Things will get better. And once I realize that truth, the delicate, fleeting beauty of a spring 
snowstorm becomes apparent. 
 
This cycle of false spring, and the seeming return of winter, feels like a slap in the face-- and yet 
I've experienced it many times, and probably will again next year. Maybe you know what I mean! 
And this knowing comes of long and hard experience: the years of getting our hopes up, then 
learning how to have the patience to watch and wait and work towards the time we know is    
coming, even when things look bleak just now. 
 
For those of us who dream of building a more just, equitable, and compassionate world, the    
forecast may feel similarly bleak right now. After a small victory of accountability delivered 
through the Minnesota courts, we heard news of yet another Black person whose life was snuffed 
out by an encounter with the police, sixteen year old Ma'Khia Bryant. How do we keep going in 
the face of fresh grief, with so much opposition, when the outcome is far from certain and the 
problems our country faces feel too big to resolve? 
 
Unitarian Universalist philosopher and educator, Dr. Sharon Welch, calls such demoralization 
“the cultured despair of the middle class”. Whether or not we identify as “cultured”, or even  
middle class, isn't the important thing here. If we live in relative privilege and comfort (even in a 
pandemic), it's easy to lose heart and give up after a few passes through the social justice matrix. 
And yet, the ability to disengage from the struggle is, itself, a privilege. People with marginalized 
identities have no such choice; if you move through the world experiencing this kind of              
oppression, your very survival is the prize you may be fighting for. 
 
For lessons on resilience and staying power, Welch offers stories from communities of color, who 
know how to live in the joyful now, even with all the sadness, despair, and violence that fills our 
world. To love and fight and struggle in this adversity, uncertain of the outcome of our actions, 
defines Welch's “ethic of risk”, and can inform our own decision to stay committed in this fight to 
build the world we dream of. 
 
The difference, of course, between a spring snowstorm and the ongoing epidemic of violence in 
our nation, is that one of them will subside on its own, given enough time. The other needs all of 
us to work towards eradicating it. I hope you'll continue to join us, finding hope in the vision of 
Beloved Community held by our faith, and many others. Finding meaning in the community that 
forms right here, right now. Finding blessings in the struggle, right in the midst of the pain. A 
new world is waiting to be born. Let's be a part of making it happen, and greeting it with joy 
when it arrives. 
 
Blessings for the long journey towards wholeness, 
 
Kristina 
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OUR JOURNEY INTO TOMORROW          
UUCE 2021-22 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 

 
 
Our annual pledge campaign began on March 21 with 
a Sunday service kickoff. The Board of Trustees       
requested a pledge income of $154,000.  This amount 
reflexed the calling of Rev. Kristina Church as our ¾ 
time settled minister.  As of April 29, as a community, 
we have pledged $132,178 for the 2021-22 fiscal year. 
Here are the highlights of the campaign.  
 
• Letters were mailed to 106 pledge units who had previously pledged in the last 2 years, including 7 

new possible pledge units.    
 

• 73 total pledges have been returned for a return percentage of 68%.   
 
• 62% of these pledges were increases; 23% remained the same amount as last year; 7% of these 

were decreased pledges; 8% were new pledges.  For various reasons, a number of previous 
pledgers indicated that they were unable to make a pledge this year.   

 
We are currently $21,822 short of our goal.  We are hopeful that some of the 25 people who received 
a letter, but have not yet replied, will still make a pledge.  
 
Despite the continuing challenge of the pandemic, we are grateful to everyone who made a commit-
ment to the future of our beloved congregation. We understand those whose personal circumstances 
meant they needed to reduce their pledge or defer a pledge at this time.  We are thankful for all those 
who pledged, increased their pledge, and returned their pledges on time; we are blessed with the gen-
erosity of our new friends who make their first pledges to our congregation. As a community we are 
thrilled to share in Our Journey into Tomorrow with Rev. Kristina. The UUCE is truly moving forward 
in new and exciting ways!   
 
We are especially thankful to Joanne Davis, our loyal church administrator, who greatly assisted us in 
all aspects of this campaign as she worked from both home and the office.   
 
If for any reason you have still not had the opportunity to pledge or want to modify your pledge, please 
contact Joanne Davis in the church office. We will be grateful for your support!  
 
~Edie Cultu and Leigh Kostis, Pledge Campaign Co-chairs 



NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 
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This month, our RE Connect newsletter will take a look at happiness.  If you’re anything like me, I enjoy 

finding ways to better myself and have always bought into the idea that happiness could conquer all.  My 

greatest wish has always been for my children to be healthy and happy - especially after the very challenging 

year we have all experienced.  However, I’ve started doubting this advice because if I’m really honest with 

myself, happiness is elusive most days.  The days are long and monotonous and after a good FaceBook         

session, I often find myself dreaming of the grass that is on the other side. Plus, on the days when I do find 

happiness, I am usually ignoring one or more children while doing something purely for myself (which is a 

necessity in it’s own right – we all need a break now and then).  However, this type of happiness doesn’t last 

long and before I know it, I’m back to normal.  It turns out I may not be alone - the search for happiness has 

become a billion dollar industry and yet none of us are any happier.  How has the search for happiness            

become our main focus when it doesn’t seem to make us any happier?  How do we keep ourselves and 

younger generations from falling into the happiness trap?  Might it be better to encourage them to find a life 

that is worth living, even if it’s at the expense of happiness? 

Finding meaning in our every day lives may be part of the answer.  We should also try to be “givers” and not 

just “takers”.  Being happy is inherently selfish - happy people get a lot of joy from receiving benefits from 

others, think life should be easy and have less stress and worry in their lives.  However, happiness is just an 

emotion, is usually fleeting and may encourage us to ignore or lessen any negative emotions we may            

otherwise have.  For example, having children may be associated with less happiness in parents due to            

self-sacrifice but at the same time, it also comes with a high level of meaningfulness.  Taking care of others 

and contributing to others is part of being a human being and while it does not necessarily add to our             

happiness, it does remind us that there is more to life than the pursuit of simple happiness.  It is important 

to reflect and remember to remind ourselves that challenges, struggles and heart-ache make us who we are.  

In addition, when we search for meaning in our lives, we must realize that it may come at the expense of 

happiness.  However, that may be just what we need in order to keep us going on those days where                   

happiness is nowhere to be found. 

The pre-teen/teen newsletter will take a look at happiness, why it’s important to not ignore difficult           

emotions and learn about Viktor Frankl, a Jewish psychiatrist and neurologist, who opted to stay with his 

parents to help comfort them after they were arrested and sent to a concentration camp. His book, Man’s 

Search for Meaning, was written about his experiences and he concluded that the difference between those 

who lived and died came down to one thing: Meaning.  The early elementary newsletter will introduce the 

idea of happiness, how it makes us feel and why it’s ok to have other emotions, such as sadness and anger 

and what those emotions can teach us.  We will have our monthly Zoom get-together Sunday, May 23rd at 2 

pm.  Additional articles and resources about happiness can be found on our website – just look for RE            

Connect!   

~Candace Williams 

 

http://www.revmariela.com


In 1970 Johnny Johnson, a native of Covington, GA, arrived as a newly hired African 
American teacher in Erie Public Schools.  He has a Bachelor’s Degree in Education 
from Fort Valley State University, and earned his Master's Degree in Curriculum and 
Administration in HPE from Slippery Rock State University. 

Johnny taught health and physical education at various schools in Erie, and coached 
many athletics teams, including boys basketball and girls volleyball.  He was the first            
African American to coach a varsity basketball team in the history of Erie, having 
coached at Tech Memorial High School.  He also served as advisor for many clubs 
and school organizations including the National Honor Society.  He retired in 2004. 

During his professional career Johnny has been involved in community and school 
activities. He was Chairperson for the Ethnic Erie African American Exhibit           
sponsored and hosted by the Erie History Center in 2008. 

Johnny has been interested in history from early childhood and has done expansive 
study and research in African American history in Erie and his native state of Georgia.  As a co-founder of the 
Harry T. Burleigh Society, he has participated in many historical programs throughout the state of Pennsylvania. 

After retiring, Johnny founded the organization “Helping You … Helping Me” in which he sponsored activities for 
youth and the Erie community. He implemented and supervised the “Road to Success” mentoring program            
pairing students from the four Erie high schools to mentor 6th graders at Woodrow Wilson Middle School. He also 
served as the Education Specialist at the John F. Kennedy from 2004-2005. He inaugurated the first Black          
history month spelling bee for the students in the CHAMPS Program of the Erie City School District. He also   
hosted a Youth Forum dealing with Black History and speakers talking to youth on issues dealing with success. 

Johnny authored the self-published book Erie African Americans in the 1880’s, and he republished the book    
written by Larry Moore, Erie Pontiacs: Erie Black Baseball Team.  Johnny is an op-ed contributor to the Erie 
Times-News and has written articles for the Lake Erie Lifestyle Magazine. 

Johnny is a lay minister at the Cherry Street Church of God. He serves on boards of UPMC Hamot and the         
Martin Luther King Center, and was President of Inter-Church Ministries of Erie County. He is active in Our West 
Bayfront and serves as President of the Burleigh Legacy Alliance. 

Johnny is also an Erie Black history re-enactor doing presentations that include Harry T. Burleigh and his                
grandfather Hamilton Waters. Johnny has orchestrated Erie Black history presentations at many different       
venues around Erie and Erie County. 

Johnny and his wife, Angela, have been married for 50 years.  They are proud parents of two children: Geoffrey, a 
software engineer, in East Stroudsburg, PA, and Dr. Danielle Johnson of Mason, Ohio, Director of Women’s  
Mental Health at the Lindner Center of Hope in Mason, Ohio.  

Mariela Pérez-Simons (she/her) is a Cuban-American UU  minister who teaches 

about religious naturalism, social change, and emotional intelligence. Rev. 

Mariela was born and grew up in Cuba under a dictatorship at a time when                

religion was forbidden, which instilled in her a commitment to the freedom of  

individuals to seek truth and meaning on their own terms and create change in 

the world.  She and her family became  political refugees in the United States in 

1995. Rev. Mariela earned a Masters of Divinity from Meadville Lombard       

Theological School where she  received the Charles Billings Prize in Preaching 

(given to  a graduate student for excellence in preaching) and The Faculty Prize 

for Religious Leadership (given to a graduating student whose tenure at Meadville embodies the values            

of liberal religious ministry.) Her website is www.revmariela.com  

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON MAY 23 

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON MAY 30 
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http://www.revmariela.com


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fridays 9 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

 May Birthdays

01—Tom Schlaudecker 

08—Mary Lubowicki 

13—Hannah Olanrewaju 

20—Deb Haire 

30—Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 

31—Carolyn Rhodes 

  

Service Attendance: 

  

 

 

 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

June issue is                                                    

Saturday, May 22 .                              

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

       1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12  13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather 

at 10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather 

at 10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather 

at 10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

RE Zoom 2 p.m. 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather 

at 10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather 

at 10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Board of Trustees 

Zoom meeting 6 

p.m. 

Transgender 

Inclusion for 

Congregations 

Course 9-11 

a.m. 

Transgender 

Inclusion for 

Congregations 

Course 9-11 

a.m. 

May 2021 


