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April 4  Coming Back to Life     
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina 
 
Lo, the Earth awakes again-- Alleluia! Easter is here, with its joyous theme 
of life brought forth once again out of suffering. Perhaps we need this holi-
day most, and understand it best, after a time of great loss and hardship. So 
let's celebrate the hopeful promise of spring, together!  Music by James 
Pearson. 
 
 
April 11    Passion, Reason and Identity    
 Speaker:  Bob Rhodes 

Reason suggests logic, the law of contradiction in a syllogism, reflection 
and detachment. Passion suggests motivating desire, urgency, action,   
resolve emerging from our sense of identity and worldview. All play a role 
in our religious life and have shaped Unitarian/Universalist history.       
Music by Jackson Froman. 

 

April 18  Darkness Is Your Candle:    
    Ramadan, Reflection, and Repentance
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina 
 
Let's learn more about the holy month of Ramadan in Muslim traditions. 
How can an intentional quieting of our busy outer lives bring us closer to 
the core of being? How do the practices associated with Ramadan help 
humans reorient to the Eternal?  Music by Jackson Froman. 
 
 

April 25  Drawing On Our Dangerous Memory  
  Guest Speaker:  Rev. Molly Brewer (biography on page 5) 

 
Ethicist Sharon Welch uses the term “dangerous memory” to describe the 
living legacy of marginalized groups, and the stories of ancestors whose 
lives inspire political action. Although Unitarian Universalists are proud to 
claim a legacy of intellectualism, what would it mean for UUs to also draw 
upon the power of dangerous memory, and to claim our legacy of political 
struggle with the same pride?   Music by Jackson Froman. 
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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Sunday Services— In-person services are suspended until further notice. 

Please watch the weekend news and our website for details about and links 

to our virtual services.           Theme for April:  Passion. 



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Hopeful spring greetings to you, Members and Friends of UU Erie! 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well and enjoying the beautiful weather we've been having lately. 
 
As we roll into spring, I know that all of us are holding so much hope in our hearts. We all want to 
see things turn around quickly, and we have a strong desire to get 'back to normal'. 
 
But it's also a fact that we carry lots of heartache and pain from what we have experienced in the 
past year. And while spring is definitely a time of renewal and optimism, it can also be a time of 
emotional turmoil. So if you find that you are feeling a little down even amidst all the flowers in 
bloom, you are not alone. 
 
It's a great idea to call a friend, talk to a family member, contact a loved one who is far away right 
now. You have the right to ask for extra support from those around you during times of stress! If 
you would like to reach out to someone in the congregation, I encourage you to call one of the 
lay pastoral associates. So you know who they are, I'm including their pictures and some infor-
mation about them: 
 

Christine Linkie is a professor of Occupational Therapy and has many 
years of experience working with people in all stages of life, from        
infancy to older adulthood. She enjoys theater, gardening, music,     
walking with husband Doug and their dog Lucy, cooking, reading,     
playing cards, spending time with family and friends. Christine enjoys 
pastoral care work because it is an opportunity to promote well-being 
through connection—with others, with activities that are meaningful, 
with ourselves—or just by listening with a friendly open heart. 
 
 
Mary Beth McCarthy has undergraduate and graduate degrees in  
psychology and counseling. She spent the majority of her career in 
higher education as a career and life coach. She continues to enjoy  
listening and supporting others in her retirement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christine, Mary Beth, and I are all here to accompany you through 

whatever you're going through. We wish you a happy, healthy spring. We'll see you soon! 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Christine, Mary Beth, and Kristina 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
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One year later. And, yes, we are still in the middle of a pandemic. But things are changing – getting a 
little looser, a little freer. At least my thoughts are starting to become unchained. Or maybe the word is 
“unhinged”.  

Our son, Matthew, has started playing tennis again. We’ve had to buy school supplies and new clothes 
in March, as he is starting back to school very soon after a whole year of virtual instruction. I’m going 
to miss him during the day. And I’m going to have to wake up an hour earlier to make him the        
breakfasts he has gotten used to. But I’ll also get to see him playing in the McDowell Marching Band 
soon, so I’m happy. And, most importantly, the reason Matthew had to remain virtual for so long has 
now been eliminated thanks to the vaccinations we received. So, we are ready! 

We have some work to do to get our building reopened, too. Several of the members of the Board of 
Trustees and other leaders have attended a Zoom workshop on how to plan for “multiplatform”        
worship. During the workshop, we had a chance to talk to people from other congregations about what 
issues we will face when we start to talk about reopening. The best advice I heard was to plan         
carefully and not be tempted to give in to the urgency to go full steam ahead. On the other hand, we 
don’t want to be so anxious that we try to plan for every contingency and end up delaying our opening 
more than is necessary. Lisa Balsan shared the wonderful information that the Erie County                
Department of Health has folks who advise workplaces, schools and places of gatherings on how to 
operate with the least amount of risk for people.  And their advice is free.  I am looking forward to     
getting their advice and working with the people who have volunteered to be on our congregation’s   
reopening task force to move us in the right direction. 

Speaking of moving in right direction, Our Journey into Tomorrow pledge campaign is still on.                   
Our congregation is poised to travel further into our mission, our vision, and our covenant and to bring 
more of our Erie community along with us. Please complete your pledges and return them to Joanne in 
the envelope provided or by scanning your form and emailing it to joanne@uuerie.org. Additional gifts 
will also be accepted. Your generosity will be so very much appreciated.  

As we prepare for reopening our building, and we complete our pledge drive, please remember that 
generous offerings of your time and talents are also very much appreciated. Serving on committees, 
participating in workshops and events, volunteering to assist with our children’s Religious Education 
program, and accepting leadership positions within the congregation all help us move forward. Singing 
in the choir, addressing social justice issues, preparing our building and grounds for spring... Even 
though we are still on pause, this is a great time to think of how you might like to contribute. 

 

Happy Spring! 

 

Julie Maguire, 

President, UUCE Board of Trustees 

mailto:joanne@uuerie.org


NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

Passion.  What an emotion!  It lights a fire inside, it’s wild and all-consuming, uncontrollable 
and contributes to a sense of what we love.  However, it also has a tendency to come and go 
and leave us feeling disappointed.  When I started thinking about what I wanted to say about 
passion for the RE newsletter this month, I had originally planned to talk about how               
motivating passion can be and how doing what you love can make life’s every-day struggles 
a little easier.  But then, I started thinking (and googling) and realized passion was not quite 
all that it was hyped up to be.  Like many others I know, I was frequently told, “Do what you 
love, and you’ll never work a day in your life!”.  The problem was that I loved too many things, 
didn’t know which one I loved the most and didn’t particularly work very hard at any of them.  
And I really didn’t know what I wanted to do with my life.  The advice I was given wasn’t            
necessarily wrong and has worked for many others.  But after learning more, I now believe 
there might be better information out there.  For instance, some may never find a passion 
that drives them or maybe they are not able or willing to make the sacrifices needed to follow 
their passion.  If so, might this lead to a life of unfulfillment?  If passion isn’t what we should 
be searching for, then what suggestions should we make to help guide our youth while they 
find their individual path?  Our newsletter this month will not only be about passion, but more 
importantly about finding purpose, which might be better than just passion alone.   

It turns out that like perfectionism, passion can be thought about with a growth mindset or a 
fixed mindset.  With a fixed mindset, we believe that passion is innate and needs to be           
discovered.  However, with a growth mindset, we are confident that passions can be              
developed over time.  It is suggested that we take a look at the activities where we prefer to 
spend most of our time and really focus on the skills that we already excel at.  Passion can 
then naturally follow because the better we get at something, the more we enjoy it.  We 
should also encourage our kids to look for a sense of purpose in their lives and future              
professions.  Purpose is focused and the why behind what we do.  Purpose gives life            
meaning and contributes to a fulfilling life.  As Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “The            
purpose of life is not to be happy, it is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, 
and to have it make some difference that you have lived and lived well”.  Even if we cannot 
give our children a sense of purpose, we can give them experiences to help them discover 
their sense of purpose, such as traveling abroad, spending extended time in the natural 
world, getting involved in a meaningful social change project or establishing a practice in 
which they learn to look inside themselves.  Those who end up with a sense of purpose are 
reported to have greater satisfaction in life, greater levels of happiness and are more willing 
to participate in and give back to their communities.   

In the early-ed portion of our newsletter, we’ll talk about our favorite activities and the benefits 
of helping others.  I’m not sure what we’re going to do for our April get-together yet, but the 
date is set for Sunday, April 25th at 2pm - details will be sure to follow!  And again, if you or 
someone you know would like to participate in our Zoom get-together, please email me at 
cjw7988@yahoo.com.  If you are interested in more information on the passion and purpose 
debate or more suggestions about how to help teens find their purpose, please be sure to 
check out the UUCE RE webpage found on our website.   

 

~Candace Williams 
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Rev. Molly Brewer (fae/faer pronouns) is currently serving remotely as the Youth Ministry Coordinator at 

the First Unitarian Church of Rochester, NY and as a facilitator for the UUA Leadership Lab's Retooling 

for New Realities program. Rev. Molly has served the UU congregation in Auburn, Maine as their           

ministerial intern; as a group facilitator with the Church of the Larger Fellowship; and has preached in 

UU congregations across the country. Fae lives in Portland, Maine with faer husband and two cats.  

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON APRIL 25, REV. MOLLY BREWER 

This graphic, provided by Lisa 

Balsan, may be helpful to         

congregants attempting to make 

decisions about the safety of            

certain activities based on the 

vaccination status of participants. 

CDC GRAPHIC                
REGARDING                   
VACCINATION AND              
SOCIALIZATION 

Our annual pledge drive began Sunday, March 21.  In the first week we received 23 pledges with 74% of them    
increasing their pledge. This is a very encouraging sign for the future of the congregation.  On Sunday, March 28 
the congregation voted to call Rev. Kristina Church as our 3/4 time settled minister.  The amount of pledges re-
quested by the board to fulfill our mission and vision for the next year is $154,000. Our first pledges amount to 41% 
of that goal.  We still have a long way to go, however, we can do this!   

Please return your pledge as soon as possible.  You may mail it in the envelope provided in the pledge packet or 
scan and email it to Joanne Davis, joanne@uuerie.org. If you did not receive a packet, please let us know.   

If you have any questions you may contact Leigh Kostis, lwko@roadrunner.com or 814-838-2941. Or Edie Cultu, 
edie_cultu@yahoo.com or 814-456-5406. 

OUR JOURNEY INTO TOMORROW 

mailto:joanne@uuerie.org
mailto:lwko@roadrunner.com
mailto:edie_cultu@yahoo.com


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fridays 9 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

May issue is                                                    

Saturday, April 17 .                              

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

 April Birthdays

01—Lorna Slater 

04—Jack Blount 

08—Andrew Greene 

13—Ginny Sabol 

23—Chris DeCrease 

26—Edie Cultu 

Service Attendance: 

 March 7—Community Means Strength—Rev. Kristina—56 participants. 

March 14—Side with Love Sunday—51 participants. 

March 21—Our Journey into Tomorrow—56 participants. 

March 28—Creating Hope and Opportunity  in Erie’s Eastside Neighborhoods— 

      Daria Devlin—61 participants. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

April 2021 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 

Board of Trustees 

Zoom meeting 6 

p.m. 

Transgender 

Inclusion for 

Congregations 

Course 9-11 

a.m. 

Transgender 

Inclusion for 

Congregations 

Course 9-11 

a.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

Zoom gathering,  

7 p.m. 


