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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

The Beacon 
Sunday Services— In-person services are suspended    
until further notice. Please watch the weekend news and 
our website for details about and links to our virtual              
services.           Theme for December:  Sacredness 
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December 6  The Holy and the Broken Hallelujah  
  Speaker:  Rev. Kristina 

This year, more than ever, the holidays may bring hope, beauty, and joy to our 
lives...and yet they may also intensify our sadness, pain, and grief. How can we 
have the heart to celebrate, after going through a year like this one? How can we 
bring an authentic, sacred presence to this season? Is this holiday a big enough 
container to hold all the “stuff” we are bringing to lay on the fire?                        
Music by Jackson Froman. 

December 13 Julian of Norwich Tells Us About Plague,   
    Pandemic and the Human Spirit 
  Guest Speaker:   Melissa Jeter (bio on page 4).          
Music by Jackson Froman. 

 

December 20 Into the Light of a Dark Black Night:    
    Opening our Heart to the Winter Solstice
  Speaker:  Rev. Kristina 

The darkest night of the year is considered a sacred passage in many cultures: the 
word solstice literally means “the time when the sun stands still”. Let's explore 
the solstice, a nature-inspired holiday based on the rhythms of Earth and Sun. 
With cities and homes lit by electric light, what meaning does the longest night 
hold for humans today? How can we honor this ancient ritual, yet make it our 
own?  Musicians:  James Pearson and Hannah Olanrewaju. 

 

December 21   Winter Solstice     6 PM 

Please join us via Zoom for our annual Winter Solstice celebration.   

We will start at 6:00 and hope to warm the longest night of the year with song, 
fire, spoken word, bells, and a cup of cheer for a toast.  Bless it be.   

 

December 24 Comfort and Joy   7:30 PM 

In hard times, our beloved community can give each other the gift of presence. 
Yes, we will hold our Christmas Eve service, in a slightly less traditional format 
than usual. We hope you can join us for this very special evening of music and 
spoken reflections...to welcome Christmas once again, and to share this very        
special moment together. 

 

 December 27 A Menagerie of Stories and Reflections and Songs   

On this last Sunday of 2020, we join with the Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion of Jamestown N.Y.   In the midst of a pandemic and the holidays, as we 
bring one of the most challenging years of our lifetime to a close, we look ahead 
with uncertainty and hope.  Please join us and let's spend some time together in 
community with our New York neighbors.   Musicians:  Jackson Froman and 
James Pearson. 
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Welcome to December...and season's greetings to you! 
 
In our Sunday services this month, we'll be exploring the 
theme of Sacredness, asking questions like what is sacred for 
you? For Unitarian Universalists, the words sacred and holy 
are often provocative ones. 
 
Yet when I ask such a question, I generally mean this: what is 

the thing that inspires you, or that gives your life its highest, most deeply felt, or most 
precious meaning? How do we express that sense of the holy in our lives, living into the 
deepest mysteries of what it means to be human? 
 
There will also be plenty of time this month for just enjoying each other's presence, to 
simply bask in the comfort of this loving, connected community. I'm excited to spend the 
holiday season with all of you-- even if it has to be over Zoom-- and I'm delighted by the 
creative, inviting events that community leaders are putting together. 
 
At the same time, I know this congregation has sustained a great many losses this year, 
and circumstances are still difficult for most. As we go about our holiday-ing this year, 
let's not forget or try to sweep aside the very real sadness that accompanies our              
celebrations. If ever a December was a “both/and” kind of a season, it's this one. 
 
That's why I hope that we can also allow this to be a time of reflection, rest, and renewal 
for our minds, our bodies, and our spirits, which have been through so much throughout 
the past year. I hope that each of us can find what we need here, to meet this season in 
whatever way feels right. May you be a comfort and a joy to those around you, and may 
you receive these blessings also, in equal measure. 
 
That, in a nutshell, is how I experience the sacred...in the love and care we show to one 
another. And that, really, is my greatest wish for us this season: may that divine presence 
of love continue to be revealed throughout our congregation, in ever-widening,                         
ever-deepening, and ever-strengthening circles, during this wholly holy month of                      
December. 
 
Many, many blessings to you and yours, 
Kristina 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS 



PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
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“We are a continuum. Just as we reach back to our ancestors for 
our fundamental values, so we, as guardians of that legacy, must 
reach ahead to our children and their children. And we do so with 
a sense of sacredness in that reaching.” 

--- Paul Tsongas, U.S. Senator  

 

One of the first projects Matthew had to complete this school year was a heritage project for Social 
Studies. I knew it was coming because Lily had the same social studies teacher and I remembered 
her struggling through the completion of this project. When Lily was in 8th Grade, Kristin’s parents 
were both alive. That made one-half of the family tree easy to complete. The decision whether to use 
the information we had from her donor’s family or from my family of origin was a little more          
complicated. We decided the story of how my grandmother came to the United States from Poland 
by herself, at the age of 14, was just too cool to exclude. 

Fast forward six years, and once again the heritage project needs to be completed. The fact that we 
have very, very little information about Matthew’s birth father and scant information about his 
birth mother made the decision about how to approach the project much easier. Then, I happened 
to see a very pointed response to questions for a social studies project about heritage from an         
African-American student on Facebook. For example, in response to the question, “Why did your 
ancestors choose to come to America?”, she answered, “My ancestors did not choose to leave their 
homeland. They were kidnapped.” Rethinking our approach to this project, we encouraged           
Matthew to include the data we got from the ancestry service, 23 and me. Matthew decided that 
would complicate things too much, and he just wanted to wrap up this assignment.  

Maybe I need to just wrap up my thinking about this project too, but I keep entering situations that 
pull me back into the fundamental questions about heritage and the values we are passing on to our 
children. Finding the quote from Senator Paul Tsongas from my Google search for “sacredness” is 
one example. 

Especially during this holiday season, I am pondering what traditions we are passing on to our          
children and what connections to our past we are allowing to wither. As our congregation celebrates 
the coming holidays via Zoom, what traditions are we holding up and which just cannot be           
translated across the internet? What values are we trying to uphold and convey through our efforts 
to stay connected and true to our mission? 

Equally important during this holiday season and moving forward, is the question, “How are these 
decisions, and others, being made?” I am hoping that through our intentional conversations like 
those initiated by the Committee on Shared Ministry, our UUCE Social Hour on Facebook, our 
break-out groups after the Sunday Services, and our lunches with the minister, we can share in the 
sacred process of finding what is important to our congregation. I hope we can continue to build 
upon the strong foundation our religious home has been for us and shine our beacon into the future 
for our children and their children. 

 

~Julie Maguire 



Melissa Jeter is currently 

a seminary student at the 

Methodist Theological 

School in Ohio.  

Jeter is a student              

minister affiliated to the 

First Unitarian Church 

of Toledo.   

She has been a Unitarian 

Universalist since 1998.  

BIOGRAPHY 
OF OUR 
GUEST   

SPEAKER  ON 
DECEMBER  13 
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NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

 

Have you ever heard such a good story you begin to develop 
empathy with the teller because you feel as if you are                
experiencing the events for yourself?  Stories and storytelling 
are powerful ways of communicating.  Not only did they help us 
share information long ago, but they also help us foster a sense 
of shared connection with those in our communities. 

 

During the month of December, we get to see the work of               
powerful storytelling first hand.  Our RE Connect letter for the 
month will take a brief look at three sacred stories that have 
lasted in our collective mindsets for centuries and are central to 
many in the holidays that are celebrated today.  We will read 
the traditional story of Jesus’ birth and take a look at Hanukkah 
and Diwali; three holidays that are influenced by a sacred story
(ies) and have accrued billions of followers around the world. 
Our packet will also include a little bit of trivia and a special  
little surprise for the holiday. 

 

In addition, we are also planning to host a Holiday                   
Get-Together Zoom Room for anyone that would enjoy           
listening to some traditional holiday carols while participating 
in an ornament craft project along with friends.  More               
information will be coming soon and we hope to see you                
December 20 at 2 pm! 

 

If anyone wants to be included in the RE packet mailings, 
please contact me  at cjw7988@yahoo.com 

~Candace Williams 

mailto:cjw7988@yahoo.com
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November 19, 2020 

Present (in a virtual meeting due to COVID-19 concerns) – Blair Tuttle, Ron Brown (Secretary), 

Julie Maguire (President), Steve Sullivan, Mary Beth McCarthy (Vice-President), Annette 

Kruscewicz, Kristina Church (Minister) 

Not present – Nanci Lorei 

Call to Order, 6:06 PM 

The minutes from October 15, 2020 were approved. 

Committee Reports 

Minister’s report 
- Continuing to meet with Sunday Services committee – planning a joint meeting with 

Jamestown and a Christmas Eve service 
- Pastoral care team is being formed 
- Social Justice – will meet in January to decide about future plans 
- Membership & Welcoming – One new member 
- Committee on shared ministry – calls are being made soon 
-  Faith Development – a clay chalice event was held and was well attended+ 
 
Religious education 
- Mary Beth has been meeting biweekly with Candace 
- Discussion about placing the RE information on the website 
-  Candace has been very active with reaching out to UU resources 
 
Finance committee 
- we were 33% of the way through the fiscal year 
- there will be more formal record-keeping on month-to-month 

meetings 
 

New Business 

Joanne is working from home now 
A motion was made to purchase a new computer for Joanne 
- The motion passed unanimously 
There was interest from congregants to start a memorial for Doug 

Russell 
There was discussion of regular meetings with committee chairs 
- This idea was tabled. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 PM. The next meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday,  December 17, 2020 at 6:00 PM 

MINUTES FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING ON NOVEMBER 19 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fridays 9 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

 December Birthdays

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

January issue is                                                   

Saturday, December 19                    

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

November 1—Choose Your Own Adventure—Rev. Kristina—51 participants. 

November 8—The Election Happened:  Now What? - James Underberg—  

        57 participants. 

November 15—Let It Be A Dance:  The At of Shared Ministry—Rev. Kristina— 

        61 participants. 

November 22—Spiritual Improvisation and Rapid Cultural Change—Bob Rhodes—

        57 participants. 

November 29—Improvisation:  Creativity as a Spiritual Tool—Various Speakers— 

        52 participants. 

05—Deb DiPlacido 

07—Annette Krusewicz 

10—Kelly Armor 

11—Lyncoln and Quinn   

  Horton– Bowen  

12—Christine Bowen 

12—Lynne Stephens 

24—Lily Hurlburt 

25—Janet Krack 

31—Lisa Balsan 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

December 2020 

Sunday Zoom 
service— gather 
at 10 a.m.,      
service at 10:30 

RE Zoom Get-
Together 2 p.m. 

Winter Solstice 

Celebration via 

Zoom—6 p.m. Christmas Eve             

Service 7:30 p.m.                    

via Zoom 

Zoom lunch with 

Rev. Kristina at 

Noon 

Board of Trustees 

Zoom meeting 6 

p.m. 

Zoom lunch with 

Rev. Kristina at 

Noon 

Zoom lunch with 

Rev. Kristina at 

Noon 

Sunday Zoom 

service gather at 

10 a.m., service 

at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service—gather 

at 10 a.m.,       

service at 10:30 

Sunday Zoom 

service,  gather at 

10 a.m.,            

service at 10:30 


