
 

November 1 Choose Your Own Adventure   
 Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church  

Democracy is, and has always been, a mass improvisation in which we 
write a collective story by making millions of individual decisions. On 
this All Souls Day, let's pay homage to our forebearers and prepare to 
move into an unknown future. 

November 8  The Election Happened. Now What? 
  Guest Speaker: James Underberg  (biography on page 5) 

Regardless of the outcome, the 2020 election will have dramatic          
consequences for the future of this country and the world. Five days          
after the election, we will gather to regroup, process what happened, 
and draw from adrienne maree brown’s Emergent Strategy as we begin 
to ask, “Now what?” 

November 15 Let It Be a Dance:     
    The Art of Shared Ministry  
 Speaker: Rev. Kristina Church 

What exactly is shared ministry and why does it matter anyway?           
Members of the Committee on Shared Ministry, along with Rev.               
Kristina Church, reflect on the delicate dance between a minister and a 
Unitarian Universalist congregation. 

November 22  Spiritual Improvisation and    
     Rapid Cultural Change  
 Speaker:  Bob Rhodes 

 In contrast with traditional societies, in free societies, we all live to 
some extent without a script.  That is the definition of improv in drama, 
jazz, speech, poetry, and political life.  Is improv the center of Unitarian 
Universalism's spiritual life?   Service Assistant and Coordinator: 
Michele Paich. 

November 29   Improvisation: Creativity as a Spiritual Tool
  
Hear musicians, parents, gardeners, and others in our congregation    
describe how improvisation can be a practical and joyful mindset. In 
keeping true to the theme, we’ll even devote time in the service for some 
on-the-spot creating!   Coordinators: Pat Lorei and Kelly Armor.  
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

Sunday Services— In-person services are suspended until further notice. 
Please watch the weekend news and our website for details about our virtual 
services. Want to get an email giving you the Zoom link to the service? 
Email uuerie.zoom@gmail.com.  

    Theme for November:  Improvisation  

7180 Perry Highway, Erie            Mail to:  PO Box 3495                                814-864-9300              uuerie.org



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Greetings, all you wonderful UU Erie folks! 
 
In our Sunday services during this month of No-

vember, we'll be exploring the theme of Improvisation. And what a timely theme it 
is...as we all continue to abandon the habitual routines of our comfort zones, and 
learn to embrace change and uncertainty. We're all making it up as we go along 
right now, aren't we? 
 
No matter what our circumstances, I know that we are all managing this season of 
transitions as well as we possibly can right now. So do take time to give yourself 
some compassion and care. Recognize how much change you and your loved ones 
are navigating, and how much energy it takes to respond to ever-morphing circum-
stances in our nation and world right now. 
 
One bit of good news is that as you read this newsletter, the election will be over in 
just a few days! Even if the outcome is uncertain, we can at least rest in the 
knowledge that the incessant political ads, tension, and anxiety of election season 
will come to an end very soon. If you can join us for our Election Night Vigil, please 
do. Here you'll find music, poetry, and most of all, good company to soothe your 
soul and get you through the night, no matter what the next morning brings. 
 
Looking beyond the election, we'll soon be in the midst of the holiday season, which 
will certainly call for flexibility and improvisation this year. I know that between the 
national election and the pandemic, it may be hard to think about the holidays right 
now, but nonetheless they are just around the corner. How will we find ways to cel-
ebrate and enjoy the season, with all the health and safety challenges of Covid-19? I 
don't have all the answers, but I can share one thought: You are not alone. We will 
figure this out together, as partners in this grand and challenging improvisation 
that is 2020. 
 
Many blessings for the season, 
Kristina 
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I got lost. I went to the UUA website in search of something meaningful and  important that I could 
share about Children’s Religious Education, but I got lost. I got lost in the overwhelming amount of 
information and inspiration I found on the website. Information about curriculum for children’s and 
adults’ religious education programs abound.  

I went down a path that started with the headline, “A Supportive Faith for Younger Youth (Ages 11-
15)”. The loss of routine and social interactions and the fears about health and wellness that this      
pandemic has brought have been difficult for our family. Combined with the tension arising from the 
much-needed exposure of the racist underpinnings of our society and the anxiety surrounding the 
upcoming election, the precautions we have taken to keep safe have not been without negative         
consequences. We could really use a supportive faith, especially for our younger teenager. 

Heading down that path, I found a 16-week program called “Riddle and Mystery”. The program      
engages students in “The Big Questions” - topics like, “Where do we come from? What are we? 
Where are we going? Does God exist? What happens when you die?”. In a nutshell, all the things we 
like to believe we discuss with our children, but rarely do. 

Exploring some of the related materials, lamenting how little we have done to prepare our children to       
address these issues, and considering how our children would answer those big questions, I briefly 
thought about the wonderful impact the Coming of Age program had on our older teenager. My        
journey down that path was abruptly interrupted by the title of another article, “The Catastrophic 
Consequence of  Likeability.” Hmmm.... 

Unfortunately for my promise to have this article submitted to Joanne by noon, I couldn’t resist   
looking up the book the except came from, Dear Ijeawele, or a Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen             
Suggestions. Not only did that sound interesting, it also led me to the deeply engaging pages of the 
inSpirit Bookstore, a place I know I can stay for an unreasonable amount of time. I justified my 
browsing in the bookstore by looking at the titles of children’s books, and thinking about ideas for a 
children’s book club using some of the titles I was seeing. Starting a book club for the children and 
youth was one of the ideas we have discussed as a possible activity during our time away from the 
building. Having Candace Williams on board as our Director of Religious Education (DRE) for         
another year opens up a number of possibilities for us to keep our children and youth connected to 
our congregation until we are together again. 

Knowing I needed to write this article, I tried to follow my internet browser history back to the 
search for “UUA Children’s Religious Education”. After one quick stop at “Blessings on Those Staying 
at Home” and a minute to share it on the UUCE Virtual Social Hour page later, I looked at where I 
had been. Although I had been lost, I did find a few ways Children’s Religious Education has been 
and will continue to be  meaningful and important to our family. I hope that we can all devote         
ourselves to using the many resources offered by the UUA, along with the resources our congregation 
has given us by supporting our DRE, to provide a supportive faith and a quality faith development for 
all our children and youth. 
 
~Julie Maguire 

PRESIDENT’S  PONDERINGS 



First off, thank you all for being patient with the RE committee while we developed plans for 
RE this year.  Life threw quite the curveball at all of us and it has taken some time to adjust 
to all of the constant changes.  It has taken some major soul searching on my part to decide 
how to proceed with the RE program and what this program should look not only for the 
rest of the year, but also looking at the future.  There are so many challenges for families         
today and we have to recognize that everyone’s situation is different.  What may work for 
some is a pass for others.  Luckily, there are some amazing people in our congregation and 
with a little encouragement and some great suggestions, I know we are in a positive place 
moving forward.  RE may not look like it has in the past, but this is a great opportunity to try 
some new ideas out and see what it brings.  For the moment, the focus will be keeping in 
touch with our families, with no strings attached, while also realizing that they may not be 
able to reciprocate at the moment.  We decided to implement our first reach out through 
“snail mail”, because who doesn’t enjoy getting a little something in the mail?!  Our first           
letter will be going out to all the families that were with us last year and will focus on                
kindness. How to not only be kind to others, but also to ourselves.  We will also be inviting 
them and everyone else in the congregation to join us for some multi-generational activities 
with more details to come!   

Thank you again to everyone – 

Candace  

ELECTION NIGHT VIGIL 

Join us for a virtual Election Night vigil with the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Erie and the First Unitarian Society of Westchester! Ready to say good night to this year's 
Election Cycle? Longing to be with those who share your UU values on this important 
night? Let's gather for a night of centering and fellowship on Tuesday, November 3rd, 
starting at 7pm and continuing until midnight. 
 
Join us for all or part of this vigil, as your schedule allows. Feel free to bring a short           
poetry or prose reading that captures the current state of your spirit. Centering music, 
artwork, ongoing craft projects, cute pets, and adorable children are also welcome! Feel 
free to invite a friend along too. Hope to see you there! 
 
Here's the link for participation: 
 
Topic: Election Day Vigil 
Time: Nov 3, 2020 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96078139193?
pwd=MTZsZjhUb0kvUEJ1aG5rVFRseVJIQT09 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 960 7813 9193 
Passcode: 340297 

  4 

NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

https://zoom.us/j/96078139193?pwd=MTZsZjhUb0kvUEJ1aG5rVFRseVJIQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96078139193?pwd=MTZsZjhUb0kvUEJ1aG5rVFRseVJIQT09


James Underberg is a Unitarian Universalist seminarian at 
Meadville Lombard Theological School. A musician, a           
meditation teacher, and a former clean energy policymaker for 
the State of New York, James has family roots just a few hours 
from Erie in Rochester, NY. His spiritual background has             
primarily been in contemplative traditions, including in             
Buddhist and Quaker communities. James looks forward to 
connecting with the people of UU Erie at this tender moment in 
history.  

  
 
It is time for our congregation’s Annual           
Christmas Gift Program.  Erie Dawn will again 
be our recipient.  This non-profit addresses a 
critical need to support women and children in 
crisis, which is especially needed during these 
trying times.  Due to the   coronavirus, we will 
be doing this differently this year.  Donations 
are in the form of money, gift cards, and/or bus 
passes only.  ONLY DONATIONS WILL BE AC-
CEPTED!  All donations are due by        
Wednesday, November 25, so that Erie Dawn 
has time to use our generosity the way they feel 
best for their clients during the Holidays. 
 
Here are the details for giving:   (1.) Bus passes are available at most Giant Eagle and 
Tops Markets. They are also available at the Intermodal Transportation office at 208 
Bayfront Parkway  (5 ride @ $7.50, 20 ride @ $28.00, and 31 ride at $52.00).  (2.) Gift 
cards from Tops, Giant Eagle, Walmart, and Aldi’s would also be appreciated.  Please 
make sure the amount is on the gift card.   (3.) Gifts of cash  (no coins please) and 
checks.  If you send a check, make it out to the Unitarian Universalist Cong. of Erie, 
with Erie Dawn in the memo (very important to include this).  All donations are to be 
mailed to the church using address: Unitarian Universalist Cong. of Erie, PO Box 3495, 
Erie, Pa. 16508-0495.  Please write “re: Erie Dawn” below so that Joanne can easily 
identify the contents as a donation. 
 

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER              
ON NOVEMBER 8 
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ANNUAL GIFT GIVING PROGRAM: 
ERIE DAWN 



I want to let you know about an opportunity for spiritual deepening 
that I'll be offering to a small group of folks from both of my          
congregations, starting this weekend! 
 
It's called UU Wellspring, and it's a program of spiritual deepening for UU's. We'll be using the 
Sources curriculum, which is based in the Six Sources of Unitarian Universalism. UU Wellspring 
has been around for many years after being created by a team of religious professionals at one of 
our congregations in Rochester, New York. A Table of Contents for Wellspring Sources is attached 
to this email so you can see what the topics are like. 
 
And here is a brief video with past participants sharing their experiences. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=acKwZ7Lm5LI&feature=youtu.be 
 
Here's the Frequently Asked Questions on the wellspring website, in case you're interested in 
checking it out: https://uuwellspring.org/what/for-participants/ 
 
Here are some videos where you can learn even more about UU Wellspring: https://
uuwellspring.org/explore-uu-wellspring/ 
 
There is room in our group for up to six people from FUSW to join. Meetings will be all virtual (by 
Zoom). After an initial kickoff retreat which is required for all participants, we'll meet every other 
Wednesday evening four two-hour sessions. Here are the dates: November 4 & 18, December 2 & 
16, January 16 & 20, February 3 & 17, March 3, 17, & 31, April 14 & 28, May 12 & 26, June 9 & 23, 
July 7 & 21. 
 
Our initial retreat will be for this Saturday, October 31st (yes, that's Halloween-- a great day for 
new spiritual endeavors!) from 10am to 2pm. In addition to the meetings, participants will be 
asked to do some outside reading and check in with a spiritual director/companion on a monthly 
basis. Most of the materials are available at the public library or online, and it's possible to find a 
spiritual director or companion at no cost to you. 
 
I'm very excited to share UU Wellspring with you, after participating in the Sources program          
during the past year! If you have questions about Wellspring, don't hesitate to contact me at          
minister@fusw.org (First Unitarian Society of Westchester)! I look forward to getting to know 
some Erie folks on a deeper level through our participating in Wellspring together! 
 
Blessings, 
Kristina 

UU WELLSPRING RETREAT THIS SATURDAY 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acKwZ7Lm5LI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acKwZ7Lm5LI&feature=youtu.be
https://uuwellspring.org/what/for-participants/
https://uuwellspring.org/explore-uu-wellspring/
https://uuwellspring.org/explore-uu-wellspring/
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Diane Guthrie, Sarah Whitman, and Candace Williams invite you to make chalices to 
light our path through the holidays.   

We will provide clay and instructions for forming the raw material into a chalice.  Sarah will fire the 
chalices in her kiln.  Email Diane, kerrywick@aol.com, before November 5th to let her know that 
you would like to participate and give her the number of chalices you would like for your house-
hold.  She and Sarah will leave clay packages under the church entrance roof starting Monday, No-
vember 2nd for you to pick up.   

There will be a chalice-making instructional Zoom room on Sunday afternoon, November 8, at 
2:00.  Everyone, adults and children, can join the chalice-making party and ask any                            
questions.  During the following week return them to the church entrance for firing by Sarah.   

Arrangements for getting the finished chalices back to you will be announced later. 

Christmas Eve service, Solstice celebration, Sunday service - let the chalice lights 
shine! 

CREATE YOUR OWN CHALICE TO LIGHT OUR 
PATH THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS! 

mailto:kerrywick@aol.com


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fridays 9 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

November 

Birthdays 

03 – Nanci Lorei 

08 – Doug Russell 

11 – Christine Cedzo 

14 – Karen Prather 

17 – Kevin Cedzo 

21 – Steve Sullivan 

 

 

28 – Lynne Rhodes 

30 – Rebecca Olanrewaju  

 

 

 

 

  

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

December issue is                                                   

Saturday, November 21                         

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

October 4—Living into Wholeness—Rev. Kristina and Rev. Sunshine Wolfe— 

        50 participants. 

October 11—Indigenous Peoples Sunday—Perry Ground—46 adults, 1 child. 

October 18—A Ground as Broad as Space:  The Heresy of Abner Kneeland— 

      Rev. Kristina—55 adults, 2 children. 

October 25—Our Music Holds Our Culture—Nibal Abd El Karim & Belal   

      and Ibrahim Al Dehnah—49 adults. 



November 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

All Building Use                     

Suspended Until                        

Further Notice. 


