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October 4  Living into Wholeness  

 Rev. Sunshine Wolfe and Rev. Kristina Church  

We are a people who seek to live out lives of integrity, in which our            
expressed mission (our words) is in harmony with our ministries in the 
world (our actions). How can we work together to achieve this wholeness, in 
ourselves, in our congregation, and beyond our walls?                                               
Musician:  James Pearson. 
 

October 11  Indigenous People's Day Celebration    
   with Native American Stories    
 Guest speaker: Perry Ground (see photo on page 4)  

Perry Ground presents traditional Native American stories about the beliefs, 
customs, and history of the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) people. Perry brings 
his stories to life through vivid descriptions, his rhythmic voice, and              
energetic presence. He also explains the tradition and history of storytelling 
itself. He has been telling stories for over seventeen years as a means of          
educating people about his culture. Perry learned most of the stories he 
shares from elders. He lives in upstate New York and tours widely in the 
Northeast. Coordinator: Michele Paich. Musician: Jackson Froman.  
 

October 18  A Ground as Broad as Space:     
    The Heresy of Abner Kneeland   
 Rev. Kristina Church  

Let's honor the 250th anniversary of Universalism in the United States by 
remembering one of its most colorful characters! Abner Kneeland's unusual 
ideas and bold writings landed him in hot water more than once. Just how 
far did a minister have to go to be too radical for Universalism? How do his 
shocking theological and political notions fit into our religious movement 
today?   Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

 

October 25  Our Music Holds Our Culture:     
  Love Songs from the Middle East    
   (previously scheduled for September 27)   
  Guest musicians: Nibal Abd El Karim and     
    Belal and Ibrahim Al Dehnah  

Three wonderful musicians who now call Erie home will share traditional 
and popular ballads from Syria, Egypt, Palestine, and Lebanon. They will 
discuss how their songs communicate their culture and values. All three    
believe strongly in the power of music to heal, to remember, and to bring 
communities together in peace. Coordinator: Kelly Armor  

Sunday Services— In-person services are suspended until further notice.  

Please watch the weekend news and our website for details about our  virtual  

services. Want to get an email giving you the Zoom link to the service?   

Email uuerie.zoom@gmail.com.        

  Theme for October:  Honesty and Integrity 
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Happy October!  
 
This month, as we move into a deeper sense of autumn, we also begin to ask 
deeper questions about what kind of ministry we want to do together during 
this startling and momentous year we're living in. Though the pandemic has 
brought many challenges, there are still so many opportunities to connect, to 
serve, and to transform lives-- our own and those of others!  
 
As a monthly theme for October, we'll examine the virtues of Honesty and    
Integrity. How are we living our UU values during this time of fears, hopes, 
and visions, lived out on a national and even international scale?  
 
Thanks to those in our congregation who are out there, embodying the change 
we wish to see in the world, by volunteering with UU the Vote and other       
non-partisan organizations seeking a better future. As things heat up with the 
election, let's remember that even in politics, honesty and integrity is always a 
worthy goal. As UU's we're called live out our values through all of our        
actions, in our personal lives, our congregations, and beyond.  
 
I'm excited about our services this month; we will be bringing you a variety of 
messages about integrity and wholeness, and in good Unitarian Universalist 
style, we'll examine these values from more than one perspective. How can we 
live into the wholeness that we long to bring to our lives and our world?  
 
Watch the calendar and your inbox for invitations to deepen your own        
commitment to our congregation. Be sure to mark your calendars for our     
Start-up Workshop over the weekend of October 3rd, facilitated by our UUA 
Congregational Life Representative, Rev. Sunshine Wolfe.  
 
Remember, we need your voice and your perspective as we decide just where 
we want to go in the coming year. This month, there will also be opportunities 
for new visitors and members to find out more about Unitarian Universalism, 
along with invitations to be part of our expanding social justice efforts, our 
welcoming team, and other vital ministries here at UU Erie. I know there's a 
place that is just the right one for you and your gifts, so I hope you'll join us!  
 
Blessings to all, and I'll see you soon!  
 
~Rev. Kristina  
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A very special moment during Rev. Kristina’s ordination on 
September 5, with four ministers who are very special to her, 

doing a laying-on of hands.  
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PHOTO OF PERRY GROUND,                              
OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON OCTOBER 11  

Photo credit of Fenimore House Museum  



Nibal Abd El Karim grew up in a Palestinian family 
in Nazareth, Israel. She became a professional singer 
in her late teens, and sang at local festivals and at            
college events. People took pride in her singing as it 
was a symbol of their  common suffering and desire 
for peace. Nibal met her Syrian-born husband at          
college in Jordan.  Since Syria and Israel have no             
diplomatic relations and the Jordanian government 
could not offer the couple and their two infant           
children any legal status, they sought asylum in          
United States in 2009. She now has four children and 
lives with her husband in Erie. They own and run 
Sham Market and the Shawarma Station food truck 
that specialize in Syrian cuisine. 

 
Nibal has been active in sharing her music and        
children's songs from other refugees as part of the Old 
Songs New Opportunities project. Since 2013 she has 
visited over 40 early childhood classrooms to teach 
multicultural songs that help children develop and 
learn. She has assisted in many teacher trainings 
about the power of song and believes that music can 

act as a passport to another culture.  Nibal’s gentle manner, beautiful voice and 
eagerness to connect with  individuals comes through in her teaching.  

 

Ibrahim and Belal Al Dehnah 
are a father and son duo from Syria. 
They both sing and play traditional 
and 20th century popular ballads 
from the Arab speaking world. Both 
musicians are self-taught, having 
learned from the community, and 
play exclusively by ear. Ibrahim 
plays the oud, a relative of the lute 
and one of the oldest Arab                
instruments. Belal plays the 
doumbek, also known as the goblet 
drum common to North Africa and the Middle East, which has a ceramic or           
metal body. Their family is from Daraa, Syria, a city about the same size as Erie 
with roots in antiquity.  

  

They say, "We love to play Syrian and other Arab music. We were both born with 
the desire to make music and to share it. This is natural for artists to want others 
to enjoy their work. It is important for the Syrians in Erie to have us play because 
we must have our live music at our big celebrations. It is not a real wedding or 
party without our songs. Some people don’t know about our culture and we also 
want to show them our music, too. Our songs are about history and peace           
between cultures. We want everyone to learn how we live, how we raise children, 
and the beauty of the Arabic language. We are proud of our long history.  We tell 
our audience, do not be afraid if you do not understand our words. You can still 
feel our music, feel our love for each other, and feel the connection that we are all 
human."    

 
 

BIOGRAPHIES OF OUR GUEST  MUSICIANS ON OCTOBER 25 
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 West Millcreek Food Pantry 

 

Until we resume face-to-face services, we will continue to make only 

monetary donations to the Food Pantry.  You have been very generous 

in the past few months, and one congregant was  EXTREMELY        

generous (thank you so much to whomever you are).  Dropping off 

food now should be discouraged because those who work at the pantry 

(all senior citizens) are trying very hard to be Covid-safe for their own 

health.  If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make 

your check out to “UUCE" and write “Millcreek Food Pantry” on the 

memo line.  Mail donations to:  UUCE   P.O. Box 3495   Erie, 

PA  16508    

These gifts allow the Pantry to purchase additional food from NWPA 

Second Harvest Food Bank, and every dollar buys more food than you 

could purchase from the grocery store.  Their website states that $25 

can buy 125 meals.  How awesome is that?!   Once we are able to have 

services at the church again, we will resume collecting food.   

Thanks to all who donate! 

~Deb DiPlacido 
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Things you can do before the November 3 election  

 

Some from these are from the 50+ Ways to UUtheVOTE list  

 

Go to UU the Vote to find specific ways you can help; subscribe to the UUtheVOTE email list.  

Phone bank, text bank or send postcards with UUtheVote or a justice partner.  

Ask friends to make sure they are registered; suggest they make a plan for voting by mail or in person; 

help them to follow through if needed. Encourage unregistered people to register using online tools such 

as the one at  UUtheVote.org/register.  

Join the UUtheVote Facebook Group or Slack channel for more ways to encourage people to vote.             

Contact justice organizations in the Erie community and volunteer for their voter outreach efforts. One 

of the active local  organizations is: ErieCountyUnited. (If you are interested in Deep Canvass Training 

101 offered by PA United. Please register at http://bit.ly/deepcanvasstraining for training this Saturday, 

Sept. 5 from 11:00-2:00. After the training you will be able to join Erie United when they have their         

canvass events. All of this is online trough Zoom. For more information contact Mary Desmone at 

mcdedd@verizon.net Donate to partners and front-line community organizations.  

Use Vote Forward to send letters to voters in other states. Connect with UUPLAN (Unitarian                    

Universalist Pennsylvania Legislative Advocacy Network).  

Sign up to work at the polls on election day or suggest finding out about that (paid) job to someone else. 

More information is available at: https:// eriecountypa.gov/departments/elections-voting/poll-

workers/.  

Send a letter to the editor of your local paper.  

Make and share a video about why it’s important to you to vote this year.  

Encourage the younger folks you know to vote and make sure that their friends do.  

One final thing: UUCE cannot support specific candidates or parties: Nonprofit organizations can              

engage in issue-based advocacy, promote local ballot measures, and perform voter education and            

mobilization, as long as it is not  doing so for a specific political party, as an endorsement of a specific 

candidate, or to impact whether or not a particular candidate wins an election.  

But you can: as an individual you can support candidates whose values are in line with your own. Donate 

to their campaigns if you can, put up yard signs,  volunteer to work for their campaigns.  

Please contact Greg Blackman gblackman242@gmail.com if you have questions or suggestions. And 

please let me know about your involvement in any actions leading up to this vitally important election.  

 

~Greg Blackman 

 

https://www.uuthevote.org/
http://uuthevote.org/register
https://www.facebook.com/groups/509770206273429/
https://www.facebook.com/ErieCountyUnited/
http://bit.ly/deepcanvasstraining
mailto:mcdedd@verizon.net
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvotefwd.org%2F&data=01%7C01%7CSLeslie%40uua.org%7C631df9433b8f482f180808d79158dcef%7C233fa3af288049738c97849b33720752%7C0&sdata=7M80jzhaYuAba%2FOwXt9ES0v5bQofS3P0wskwqE16UBM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.uuplan.org/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/elections-voting/poll-workers/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/elections-voting/poll-workers/
mailto:%20gblackman242@gmail.com


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fridays 9 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

November issue is                                                   

Saturday, October 17                         

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

October Birthdays 

13—Bob Guthrie 

15—Bryan Hed 

25—Adele Crotty 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Service Attendance: 

August 30—Being Real—Rev. Kristina—55 participants.  

September 6—Riding the Waves—Rev. Kristina—58 participants.  

September 13—The 2020 Census: Democracy in the Balance—Michelle Jaggi— 

               46 participants. 

September 20—International Day of Balance—Rev. Kristina—59 participants.  

September 27—Erie Women Fight for their Rights—Linda Bolla—46 participants.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

October 2020 

All Building Use                     

Suspended Until                        

Further Notice. 


