
August 2020 

President: 

Julie Maguire 

 

  

UUCE Board Members: 

Ron Brown 

Mary Beth McCarthy 

Annette Krusewicz 

Steve Sullivan 

Blair Tuttle 

Nanci Lorei 

 

Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

    The Beacon 
August 2 On Sacred Ground 

Service Speakers: Mary Desmone and Stephen Henry.    
 Service Coordinator: Michele Paich 
 
Mary and Steve will share highlights from their experience at the Road                
Scholar’s Conference on Civil Rights.  The conference was held in                
Montgomery, Birmingham, and Selma, Alabama in February 2020. Travel 
along with them, “On Sacred Ground”. Mary and Steve are long-time members 
of the U.U.C.E. and advocates for human rights and they are looking forward to 
sharing their experience with you. 

 
August 9 Cloth and Culture of West Africa 

Guest Speaker: Ansumana Komba Gbembo     
 Service Coordinator: Kelly Armor 

Ansumana Gbembo is a clothing designer and tailor from Sierra Leone. While 
fashion plays an important role in every society, West Africans are acutely 
aware of how clothing demonstrates respect and unites community. Ansumana 
will tell the story of his move to the United States and his passion for creating 
custom made garments. By learning about him Ansumana hopes we will gain 
perspective and insight into our own culture. 

 

August 16 and 23 

The Sunday Services Committee will take a break for two weeks. We                
encourage folks to investigate another online UU service and recommend: 

All Souls Church is Tulsa, OK 

https://allsoulschurch.org/live/ 

Church of the Larger Fellowship: 

https://www.questformeaning.org/worship/ 

 

August 30 Being Real 

Speaker:  Rev. Kristina Church 

As we begin a congregational year that may unfold entirely in a virtual space, 
we face the tasks of getting to know each other as congregation and minister. 
How will we collaborate, share leadership, and come to care for one another, 
possibly without ever having met in person? How can we become real to one 
another, and build a relationship of trust and presence, in such trying             
circumstances? As we go boldly into the unknown, let's take a moment to         
contemplate the path that lies before us...even if it's an electronic one. 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Happy August! I hope you're all holding up well, and staying 
safe. Many of us have established new “pandemic” routines 
over the summer, and for lots of us, those routines will 
change as family members, teachers and students, head back 
to school. 
 
As I begin to get settled in to my office (which is really the dining room table), I'm slowly establishing a 
new routine as well. I'm finding a template for organizing the time I devote to UUErie. I thought I'd share 
it with you so you'll have more of a picture of what I've been up to. 
 
In general, my “Erie” days are Thursdays and Fridays, plus the Sundays that I am with your congregation. 
(The other congregation I serve will have Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and Monday is generally the           
minister's day off.) 
 
What will Thursdays and Fridays involve? Well, sermon writing, of course. But also other kinds of           
writing: newsletters, emails, Board reports. Meeting with staff and volunteers to coordinate operations, 
plan worship and other events. Attending Unitarian Universalist and other trainings and information             
sessions in order to stay current with all that's happening in our movement and our world right now.  As I 
get more acclimated to the Erie community, I may be able to attend local interfaith events or other               
community happenings. 
 
One of the most important parts of a minister's role is caring for the congregation, and I take that role very 
seriously. I'm instituting office hours (or maybe I should call them “dining room table hours”!) from 11 to 
1 on Thursdays and Fridays, when I hope you'll feel free to pick up the phone and give me a call, even just 
to say hi. This is another way we can build connection and relationship with one another. I also plan to 
hold at least one weekly Zoom call on a regular basis, where people can pop in and let me know how their 
week is going. I haven't decided when the best day/time for those will be, but I'll let you know. 
 
Evenings will often include committee work, and the Board has asked me to focus on the following areas: 
Sunday services, Pastoral Care, Social Responsibility, the Committee on Ministry, and Membership. I'll 
try to make other committee meetings and events as I'm able and as time allows. 
 
Of course, there are lots of other areas I haven't mentioned here that keep a minister busy. As time goes 
on, my schedule and routine may change. And I'll need to be flexible and responsive to the needs of the 
congregation as we go. 
 
Blessings to all as you navigate the end of summer, whatever it means for your schedule and your life. Be 
gentle with yourself...we are all going through a lot of changes, most of them unplanned and unasked for. 
And if it all starts to feel like too much, reach out...to a friend, to a loved one, or even to your minister. We 
will get through this, together. 
 
Be well, be safe, and I'll see you soon! 
  
~Kristina 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

Boy, was I wrong!  

I thought it would be a good idea to delete the part of our bylaws that requires a historian. At our 
congregational meeting, Carolyn Rhodes, and several others, spoke up about the need to preserve 
our past. Since the motion to delete the historian position failed, we now have a historian and a small 
committee working on transferring boxes of artifacts to the Historical Society, updating the         
ministers’ board in the library, and hopefully in 2021, completely updating our history display 
board. What a wonderful way we will have to introduce people to our congregation! If you are     
interested in working on this committee, please contact Carolyn Rhodes, Janet Krack, or Teresa 
Gamble.  

With several people taking time to care of the grounds outside of our building (Thank you Sarah 
Simkovitch, Lisa Balsan, Janet Krack, Dixie Morrow, and others), and several people working to get 
a few projects completed inside the building (Thank you Doug Russell, Joanne Davis, Annette 
Krusewicz, and Howard Krack and others), I put worries about the maintenance of the building out 
of my mind. On Sunday, Nanci Lorei who has been coordinating the completion of our mural          
project by organizing people to apply to tile to the mosaic portion of the mural, sent me an ominous 
email. “Water Problem at Church” was the subject line. She wrote that she was at the church            
finishing the last mosaic piece when she heard water running in the kitchen area. She followed the 
sound to the furnace room and found water shooting across the room. Thanks to Nanci, Doug, and 
Pat Lorei, a disaster was averted! And I got a huge reminder that although we have severely limited 
the use of our building, we have an obligation to tend to the religious home to which we will return 
as soon as it is safe to gather. 

Finally, (for this article. I’ve been wrong a lot lately. Just ask me about my children’s plans for the 
upcoming school year.) last year I questioned the importance of paying our yearly pledge on Erie 
Gives Day. I thought it would be difficult and confusing. I was pleasantly surprised at how easy it 
was. I was also pleasantly surprised at the amount of money our congregation received from the Erie 
Community Foundation because of the amount of the donations that were made for us that day.           
Especially during this year when all of our other fundraisers have been cancelled and we have not 
been passing the collection plate, it is very important that you consider giving some portion of your 
pledge and/or a donation of any amount to THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST                          
CONGREGATION OF ERIE. We are so grateful to be able to maintain our financial stability during 
this difficult time. 

~Julie 



SERVICE              
AUCTION 

DATE                         
EXTENSION 

 Due to the 
Covid-19        

outbreak, many 
of us have not 
been able to     

offer or obtain 
the services we 

bid on at the  
service                   

auction.  The 
deadline for           

collecting these 
services is            

normally a year 
later on              

November 
30.  We are       

extending that 
deadline one 

year to               
November 30, 

2021.  We hope 
that in 2021 we 
will once again 
be able to go to 
dinners or have 

our houses              
painted or our 

windows 
washed.   

Best wishes for 
your health.   

Stay safe!!                             

~Edie Cultu   

WORKS BY OUR 
GUEST SPEAKER 

AUGUST 9,                
ANSUMANA  

KOMBA GBEMBO 
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Held annually in more than 
600 communities nationwide, 
the Alzheimer's Association 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s® is 
the world’s largest event to 
raise awareness and funds for  
Alzheimer’s care, support and 
research. This inspiring event 
calls on participants of all ages 
and abilities to join the fight 
against the disease! 

When you participate in Walk, your fundraising dollars fuel our mis-
sion, and your participation in the event helps to change the level of 

Alzheimer’s awareness in your community. The Alzheimer’s             
Association provides free, easy-to-use tools and staff support to help 

participants reach their fundraising goal. While there is no fee to           
register, we encourage participants to fundraise in order to contribute 

to the cause and raise awareness. 

Erie Event Details: 

September 19, 2020 
MORE EVENT INFO 

Print a paper registration or donation form 

If you wish to walk, you must get pledges.  

Please contact Tom Schaludecker at tschlau@fairpoint.net if you are 
interested. 

Time: 

Registration at 9 a.m. 

Ceremony at 10 a.m. 

Walk at 10:30 a.m.  

Location: 

Perry Square 

601 State Street 

Erie, PA 16501  

Contact: 

Sara Giammarise 

814-636-6390 

sgiammarise@alz.org  

https://act.alz.org/site/PageServer?pagename=walk_money
https://act.alz.org/site/PageServer?pagename=walk_money
https://act.alz.org/site/TR?sid=23932&type=fr_informational&pg=informational&fr_id=13803
https://act.alz.org/site/TR?sid=23937&type=fr_informational&pg=informational&fr_id=13803
mailto:tschlau@fairpoint.net
mailto:sgiammarise@alz.org


  5 

MARK TUESDAY, AUGUST 11 ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

This day of support for local nonprofits will be held on Tuesday, August 11 from 8 a.m. to 8 

p.m. online at www.eriegives.org.  Why donate on this day?   The Erie Community               

Foundation and their sponsors will enhance donors’ gift by providing a prorated match to 

each gift made.              

Donating is easy.  Log on to www.eriegives.org between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.; have a Visa,  

MasterCard, or  Discover card handy.  Look up The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 

Erie.  Decide how much you would like to donate; there is a $25 minimum donation but the 

maximum is up to you.  The website allows you to donate to up to 10 local nonprofits in one 

transaction.  As always, we are listed as “The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie.”   

This year, please email Joanne at joanne@uuerie.org and let us know what portion of 

your donation you would like applied to your pledge and what portion is a gift. 

If you do not have a credit card, please follow the following procedure.  If you need a copy 

of the donation form, we can print one for you to mail.   

•Checks must be made out to The Erie Community Foundation. 

•All check donations must be accompanied by a Check Donation Form. 

•Checks must be delivered to The Erie Community Foundation (459 West 6th Street, Erie, PA 

16507) no later than Monday, August 10, 2020. 

The UUCE will receive the donations through the Erie Community Foundation.  Your gift 

will be put to work immediately.  We will continue the work of our congregation—

community service projects, strengthening our committees, and helping our members          

become more involved in UUCE, OMD, and UUA activities.   

This year Erie Gives Day is more important to the UUCE than ever, since the 

Covid-19 pandemic has caused the cancellation of all our planned fundraisers 

for this fiscal year.  If you can make any gift in addition to your pledge, that 

will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Please donate on this special day! 

 

http://www.eriegives.org
http://www.eriegives.org
https://www.eriegives.org/files/erie-gives-check-contribution-form


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fridays 9 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

August Birthdays 

  

01—Leigh Kostis 

10—Peggy Puleo 

18—Michele Paich 

22—Howard Krack 

22—Betty Young 

 

 

 

 

  
The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

September issue is                                                   

Saturday, August 15                    

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

July 5—Independence Day, Our Way—Regis Sabol—52 participants. 

July 12—Black Lives Matter—Jill Johnson and Kelly Armor—48 participants. 

July 19—Stories that Shaped Me—Leigh Kostis—58 participants. 

July 26—An Iraqi Artist in Erie—Ghadah Hussein—49 participants. 

 

  

Reverend Kristina Church 

kristinachurch@hotmail.com 



August 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

All Building Use                     

Suspended Until                        

Further Notice. 


