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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                 

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

Sunday Services— In-person services are suspended until further notice.  

Please watch the weekend news and our website for details about our  virtual         

services which. Want to get an email giving you the Zoom link to the service?   

Email uuerie.zoom@gmail.com. 

         Summer Lite  

 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie            Mail to:  PO Box 3495                                814-864-9300              uuerie.org  

July 5  Independence Day, Our Way    
  Service Leader:  Regis Sabol, Music by the UUCE All-Star Band 

Join us for our annual UUCE Independence Day, Our Way celebration.  We 
have new music, new poetry, new faces in an exciting Zoom service with 
lots to see and hear. 

   

July 12  Black Lives Matter     
  Coordinated by Jill Johnson and Liz Yount     

This service will address  the issues of Black Lives Matter, and how to          
address those whose answer is but "All Lives Matter”.  

 

July 19   Stories that Shaped Me    
 Coordinated by Al Richardson. 

Leigh Kostis, long time UUCE member, will share personal stories that have             
influenced her understanding of racial issues.  Leigh was born and raised in 
Erie.  She has traveled to 70 countries on 7 continents and lived and worked 
in a number of states, as well as internationally in Colombia, Panama and 
Australia.  Leigh returned to Erie in 1985 to raise her son.   
 

July 26 An Iraqi Artist in Erie    
 Guest Speaker: Ghadah Hussein      
  (view some of her amazing work on page 4),   
 Coordinated by Kelly Armor 

Ghadah escaped from war to resettle to Erie in 2009 with her young                
daughter. Ghadah is a fine artist and graphic and interior designer. She 
trained at the University of Baghdad and  at The Erie Institute of                        
Technology. Hear her story and how she uses art to bridge Eastern and  
Western culture and bring beauty into the world. 
  

  
 

July 2020 

mailto:uuerie.zoom@gmail.com


MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Warm summer greetings from just up                
the shore a ways in Buffalo! My name  
is Kristina Church, and I'm looking   
forward to serving your congregation  
as your minister for the coming church 
year. 
 
Though this is likely to be a virtual ministry due to the Unitarian Universalist Association's 
recommendations for safety precautions during the Covid-19 pandemic, my excitement 
about joining with this wonderful community in the practice of our faith is no less real! 
 
So let me begin by telling me a little bit about myself. I grew up all over the country as an 
Air Force kid, spending most of my childhood and young adulthood in Anchorage, Alaska, 
which I still consider my hometown. I earned a masters of social work at Columbia         
University, and had a career in social work before becoming a mother later in life. 
 
I recently graduated from Meadville Lombard Theological School in Chicago Illinois, and 
entered into preliminary fellowship as a Unitarian Universalist minister in May. My ordina-
tion was postponed due to the coronavirus situation, but will likely go forward later this 
summer as a partially virtual event. (You're all invited, of course!) 
 
Currently, I live in Buffalo, New York, with my husband, Greg, who is a chemistry profes-
sor at Canisius College; and my son, Rafael-- “Rafa” for short-- who is nine and going into 
fourth grade next year. We recently acquired a new family member: a labradoodle puppy 
named Onyx, who is almost four months old, and growing fast! 
 
My passions in ministry include climate and racial justice, restorative practices, and pasto-
ral care. Personal interests include outdoor activities, music, writing, and yoga. I enjoy 
preaching and am adapting to the new demands and opportunities of virtual ministry...but I 
do long for a return to in-person church. 
 
Rest assured that whenever it's safe to do so, I'll be heading down the lakeshore to meet you 
all in person and enjoy being in one another's presence. Til then, I know that we'll have to 
make an extra effort to get to know each other during this time of physical distancing, so 
I'm thinking about ways that this can happen. I hope we can plan some virtual events in the 
month of July that will allow us to interact online as informally as possible. 
 
I can't wait to greet you and begin to get acquainted. Meanwhile, I wish you all good health 
and continued safety! 
 
With anticipation and good wishes, 
Kristina 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

Welcoming a new minister to our congregation got me thinking 
about introductions. When we introduce ourselves, what                  
information do we include? What information do we omit? 

I could share the following information about myself. My name 
is Julie Maguire. I am 61 years old. I am married and I have two 
children. I am a retired educator.  I am the president of my 
church’s Board of Trustees.  

I think it is interesting to imagine the assumptions a stranger 
would make upon hearing that introduction. How many strangers 
would assume I am married to a woman, or that I didn’t give 
birth to either of my children? Would they imagine my               
experience as a school district administrator along with that of a 
classroom teacher? Would they presume my religious beliefs to 
be agnostic/atheist with a heavy dose of reverence for the Rebel 
Jesus?  

Likewise, we could share the following information about our 
congregation. We are the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Erie. As members of the Unitarian Universalist Association, we 
are guided by Seven Principles that inform our spiritual and          
organizational practices. We have two Bonds of Union that tell 
who we are and why we are. We have statements about our Mis-
sion, our Vision, our Covenant, and our status as an LGBTQA 
Welcoming Congregation on our website for anyone who wants 
to know more about us. 

What assumptions would people make hearing that introduction? 
What information have we omitted? What stories do we need to 
tell that would help people get a better understanding of who we 
are?  What can you share about yourself, your beliefs, and your 
relationship to our congregation that could help Reverend             
Kristina learn more about us? How can we (re)introduce                  
ourselves to the greater Erie community? What can we tell others 
to inspire them to take a closer look at what we have to offer? 

 

~Julie Maguire 
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At our Annual                   
Congregational Meeting, 
the congregation affirmed 
the following section of 

our By-Laws: 
Section VI. The Board of 
Trustees shall appoint an 

Historian who shall             
organize and manage the 

historical and                        
contemporary history of 

the Congregation. 

 
At this time, we do not 

have anyone in this             
position. At the meeting, 
several people had ideas 
about the importance of 

preserving our history and 
what tasks could be         

undertaken to document 
where we are and where 

we have been. Who would 
like to get the ball rolling? 

If you are interested in 
forming an ad-hoc              

committee to engage in the 
history of our                      

congregation, or you are 
interested in serving as the 

historian for our                   
congregation, please email 

me at
(juliemaguire626@gmail.com). 

 

UUCE                
HISTORIAN 

mailto:juliemaguire626@gmail.com


WORKS BY OUR 
GUEST SPEAKER 
ON JULY 26,             
ARTIST GHADAH 
HUSSEIN 
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MARK TUESDAY, AUGUST 11 ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

This day of support for local nonprofits will be held on Tuesday, August 11 from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. online at www.eriegives.org.  Why donate on this day?   The Erie 
Community Foundation and their sponsors will enhance donors’ gift by providing a 
prorated match to each gift made.              

Donating is easy.  Log on to www.eriegives.org between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.; have a Visa, MasterCard, or  
Discover card handy.  Look up The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie.  Decide how much you 
would like to donate; there is a $25 minimum donation but the maximum is up to you.  The website allows 
you to donate to up to 10 local nonprofits in one transaction.  As always, we are listed as “The  Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie.”   

This year, please be sure to designate in the memo field of the donation page where you would like to 
apply your donation, either to your pledge, or as a gift. 

If you do not have a credit card, please follow the following procedure.  If you need a copy of the donation 
form, we can print one for you to mail.   

•Checks must be made out to The Erie Community Foundation. 

•All check donations must be accompanied by a Check Donation Form. 

•Checks must be delivered to The Erie Community Foundation (459 West 6th Street, Erie, PA 16507) no 
later than Monday, August 10, 2020. 

The UUCE will receive the donations through the Erie Community Foundation during a check presentation 
ceremony.  Your gift will be put to work immediately.  We will continue the work of our congregation—
community service projects, strengthening our committees, and helping our members become more involved 
in UUCE, OMD, and UUA  activities.   

Please donate on this special day! 

http://www.eriegives.org
http://www.eriegives.org
https://www.eriegives.org/files/erie-gives-check-contribution-form


Held annually in more than 600 communities nationwide, the Alzheimer's Association 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s® is the world’s largest event to raise awareness and funds 
for  Alzheimer’s care, support and research. This inspiring event calls on participants 

of all ages and abilities to join the fight against the disease! 
 

When you participate in Walk, your fundraising dollars fuel our mission, and your    
participation in the event helps to change the level of Alzheimer’s awareness in your 
community. The Alzheimer’s Association provides free, easy-to-use tools and staff 

support to help participants reach their fundraising goal. While there is no fee to           
register, we encourage participants to fundraise in order to contribute to                                    

the cause and raise awareness. 

Erie Event Details: 

September 19, 2020 
  

 

 

MORE EVENT INFO 

Print a paper registration or donation form 

 

If you wish to walk, you must get pledges.  

Please contact Tom Schaludecker at tschlau@fairpoint.net if you are interested. 
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Time: 
Registration at 9 a.m. 
Ceremony at 10 a.m. 
Walk at 10:30 a.m.  

Location: 
Perry Square 
601 State Street 
Erie, PA 16501  

Contact: 
Sara Giammarise 
814-636-6390 
sgiammarise@alz.org  

https://act.alz.org/site/PageServer?pagename=walk_money
https://act.alz.org/site/TR?sid=23932&type=fr_informational&pg=informational&fr_id=13803
https://act.alz.org/site/TR?sid=23937&type=fr_informational&pg=informational&fr_id=13803
mailto:tschlau@fairpoint.net
mailto:sgiammarise@alz.org


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday—Thursday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Fridays 9 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

August issue is                                                   

Saturday, July 18                                   

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

July Birthdays 

  

01—Dixie Morrow  27—Patty Munz 

03—Kristin Maguire  30—Robin Green 

05—Diana Dymski  30—Mike Balsan 

05—Gabe Riggin   

09—Brian Lorei 

12—Chris Sullivan 

18—Sheela Horton 

20—Regis Sabol 

20—Shawn Riggin 

22—Sarah Simkovich 

Service Attendance: 

May 31—Green New Deal—Lynn Armel and Makayla Alecia—61 participants. 

June 7—(W)rites of Passage—Benjamin Aysan—70 participants. 

June 14—The God Problem—Rev. Alex Holt—58 participants. 

June 21—Flying With Dad—Yvonne Caputo—59 participants. 

June 28—Relationships in the Age of COVID—Al Richardson—57 participants. 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

July 2020 

All Building Use                     

Suspended Until                        

Further Notice. 


