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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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April 2020 

The Beacon 
  Sunday Services— in person services are suspended 
 until further notice.  Please watch the weekend news and 
 our website for details about virtual services which are 
 being planned.  

Theme for April:  Legacy/Service 

Check back for more details on these services: 

 

April 5 To Be Announced 

 

April 12  Easter  

We will find a way, using Zoom and other techniques to 
celebrate with social distance (w/ Rev. Charlie) 

 

April 19  Earth Day   

We are a part of an interconnected web of all life!  How do 
we celebrate our virtual and real connections?                           
(with Candace Williams and Rev. Charlie) 

 

April 26  Legacy, Service, and Census    

Speaker:  Michele Jaggi 
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Ministry for the Future:  There's a cartoon going around about the perfect minister         
desired by a  congregation, someone who is under 35, with 20 years experience in          
ministry and also has other life experience.  Spends days helping the poor and                  
delivers excellent sermons every Sunday.  Has a family and travels to spots around the 

world to do mission work...  and gives half his/her/their salary to the poor.  

You will begin looking for a new minister this month-- despite the COVID-19 emergency.  In the time 
until I leave (my last scheduled day with you is May 19, but I will be an employee until June 30) I am 
concentrating on two areas of work: Worship and Pastoral Care.  But being a minister actually requires 
training in many areas.  When I entered seminary in 2006 we had thirteen areas to develop competency.  
Some older ministers in the Unitarian Universalist Ministers' Association did not have to demonstrate 
these before ordination, but learned them on the job.  Newer ministers have a few additional areas – 
here's a list for your contemplation. 

Ministers must be able to articulate their own theology as well as historical and contemporary theology. 
We must be familiar with Christian history, Jewish history and UU history and development.  Ministers 
must demonstrate critical analysis of Hebrew and Christian scriptures, and be familiar with scriptures in 
other faith traditions.  We should also have graduate level knowledge of comparative religion and in 
depth knowledge of an additional religious tradition. We must know how social theory issues of ethics 
and justice relate to religion, and also study the dynamics of social change – how ethics change, how        
social systems change. And must study human development and how it relates to aging, adolescence, 
parenting, and death.   

We are ministers and we are specifically Unitarian Universalist ministers.  Knowledge of issues, themes, 
theological motifs, sources and literature of Unitarian and Universalist history meant that writing 
“Becoming Universalist” was an easy sermon for me. I had many courses in our history, theology, and 
governance.  We also must demonstrate that we can critique the past and present organization and               
issues within our faith “with an emphasis on building an anti-racist, multi-cultural movement.”                
Religious education theory, history and methods are also required, including experience teaching at          
different levels.  Ministers must also have a thorough knowledge of our Ministerial Guidelines, paying 
special attention to professional ethics. 

And then there's the public face of ministering:   We must be competent in worship, preaching and music 
aesthetics, religious ceremonies and rites of passage.  Also pastoral care and counseling.  We are                
chaplains and can provide a listening ear, offer pastoral care, and hear confession, but we must avoid 
acting as therapists.  We understand how to work with committees, train and sustain volunteers and 
have an understanding of group dynamics and family systems theory. Knowledge of church                     
administration and staff management is needed as well as knowledge and commitment to anti-racism, 
anti-oppression, multiculturalism, and diversity -- also sexual health, sexual boundaries, and sexual          
justice.   

None of this requires us to be experts on “Zoom”, camera technique, or putting together virtual church 
services or providing pastoral care while maintaining proper social isolation.  In this, my final full 
month, I am working and teaching in these areas and may also provide celebrations of life when/if we 
can gather again.  We are all learning together... let's shoot for “progress, not perfection” and freely           
forgive ourselves and each other.  

This month our services will probably be virtual, or perhaps outdoors with proper social distancing.   The 
Sunday Services Committee is learning, and will offer Zoom services this month.  Stay tuned to our 
weekly e-mail, website and Facebook to know what is going on.  Also know that each of us is a minister.  
A phone call, a letter, a face in the window are all ways we can minister to each other.  We will get 
through this, together. 

~Rev. Charlie 

MINISTER’S MUSINGS 



PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

How are you? I don’t think I have ever asked that question with such 
sincerity to such a large group of people before. I have asked the 
question as a greeting, not really expecting a thoughtful answer. I 
have asked the question as a conversation opener, knowing it was 
just a friendly way to begin a discussion of a more intellectual topic. 
I have certainly asked friends who are going through a sad time in 
their lives during an intimate conversation, but not in such a public 
forum. Last, but not least, my dad taught me that when I was writing 
a letter, I should always ask the other person how they were before 
launching into the news of my life. 

So, really, how are you? 

Kristin and I started visiting the UUCE in 1997 when we looked at 
our lives and saw that physically, socially, and emotionally we were 
in great shape. The only thing missing was a fulfilling spiritual         
component. After twenty-three years, we have each found our own 
understandings of what we think about God. We have found         
practices that make us feel closer to our own spirits. Most of all, we 
have found a community of love and support that has comforted and 
supported us through a few hard times, and celebrated and rejoiced 
with us through many, many joyful times.  

Our children, too, have found a community that has become a part 
of their own identities. “We are Unitarian Universalists. A people of 
open-minds, loving hearts, and welcoming hands.” Yep, that’s us! 
More accurately, that is who we strive to be, with a little help from 
our friends. 

Right now, we are doing well. We have all the essential supplies 
needed to maintain physical distance from everyone outside of our 
home. Our school and work schedules have been suspended, so we 
can stay at home. We have more than enough technology at our      
disposal to maintain contacts with family and friends. Just like when 
we starting visiting the UUCE, we are in relatively good shape. 

We are feeling especially grateful for the connections to the UUCE 
that we can maintain while we are physically separated. The UUCE 
Virtual Social Hour Facebook Group has been a great success! We 
are so happy that so many folks are using that group to share 
thoughts and feelings and to get to know each other better. We are 
uplifted by the reports of people who have volunteered to call others 
to check how they are doing. The appreciation expressed for a             
simple phone call or text is so heartwarming. And the phone tree 
Candace put together for the kids? Hilarious! Twenty-first century 
children learning the communication skills of their elders (“Say, 
‘Hello! Is Matthew there?’”, “Tell him what your favorite ice cream 
flavor is.”) has been priceless! 

Thank you to everyone who is reaching out. Thanks for the              
connection, the support, and the celebration of our religious home. 
Thank you for keeping our church open while our building is closed. 
Thank you for the honest, open, and thoughtful answers to the ques-
tion, “How are you?” 

~Julie Maguire 
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CELEBRATING 

NEW MEMBERS 

We had anticipated      

celebrating our new 

members on March 15.  

 While that celebration 

will have to be delayed, 

we are still excited to  

announce that we have 8 

new members who 

signed the book             

this year.   

Please welcome them via 

mail, email, Facebook, 

or with a phone call.    

We are so glad you have 

found a home with the 

UU Congregation of 

Erie.  We look forward 

to your participation.   

 

Welcome!   

 

Dennis Vickery 

Seigrid Tuttle 

Cindy Purvis 

Marcella Smith 

Jill Johnson 

Michael Long 

Michael Bohrer 



As I sit to write the RE update for April, I am wondering if I 
should write it in anticipation of returning to the “normal” or 
write it as though there’s a possibility we may not see each other 
for a while.  So, I guess I will write with hope that we will be 
meeting again in April, although acknowledge that may not be 
possible when the time comes.  Earth Day will be coming up so 
either there will be a multi-generational service or we will find 
another digital way to celebrate the Earth and acknowledge all 
the amazing things kids have been doing to try and protect their 
future here on Earth. One bit of good news is that we were able to 
raise over $700 for the UUSC’s campaign celebrating Women 
Leaders, Strong Communities.  In addition, I would love for you 
to join our RE Facebook group to share stories and videos to help 
us stay connected! 

~Candace Williams 
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NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

Due to the closures in response to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Erie Gay 

News is online only this month.  You can read the full edition by                  

following the link below:   

 

https://www.eriegaynews.com/printedition/pdfs/EGN202004.pdf  

ERIE GAY NEWS 

https://www.eriegaynews.com/printedition/pdfs/EGN202004.pdf


The 2020 Yard Sale has been canceled.  Thanks to everyone 
who has already donated items.  Your community thanks 
you!  All the donated items will be sorted and distributed to 
local agencies, based on the awesome resources list that 
Joan August and Dixie Morrow researched and created last 
year.  
 
~ Lynne Stephens 
  

YARD SALE DONATIONS 
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Rev. Charlie will lead 
a  workshop with the 

Sunday Services  
committee on              

Saturday, April 18 
from 9 a.m. - noon. 

Anyone interested in 
learning about              

leading, compiling, 
and coordinating a 
service is invited to 

join us. In light of the 
COVID-19                

restrictions, we will 
not do this in person, 
but via a video chat 

on Zoom. We'll cover 
a bit of everything 
from the service 
"flow" to how to              

create an atmosphere 
of serenity, joy, and 

inspiration. If you are 
interested contact 

Rev. Charlie,     

 minister@uuerie.org. 

 

WORSHIP 
WORKSHOP 

CHARTING OUR COURSE                                         
PLEDGE DRIVE UPDATE 

 

It is definitely challenging to be talking about a pledge campaign          
during this uncertain time.  While we don't know how long our cur-
rent crisis will last, we are sure to return to a new normal at some 
point.  We will Chart Our Course accordingly.  We recognize that for 
some asking for a pledge at this date may not be reasonable.  Some 
among us find themselves suddenly out of work; some are counting 
every saved dollar to make it through this unknown time. 

It can be helpful to remember that our congregation has prevailed in 
difficult times during our 122 year old history.  Our fore mothers and 
fathers kept the congregation going during WWI, the Spanish flu, the 
Great Depression, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War, and more            
recent recessions and conflicts.  We will make it though this difficult 
time also.   

At present we have received pledges from 45 members and 
friends.  That is approximately half of the average number of pledges. 
We are significantly behind our goal of $123,000.  If you are in a      
secure position, please make your pledge today.  Please complete your 
pledge form and mail it to the church.  The board will need to plan for 
next year's budget with the pledges received.  A significant loss of      
income will mean some difficult decisions.   

A sincere thank you to those 45 pledges we have received.  Thank you 
in advance to all who will be pledging.  Together we will Chart Our 
Course.  If you have any questions, please contact us.  Be safe, be well. 

 

~Leigh Kostis and Edie Cultu, Pledge Co-Chairs 

mailto:minister@uuerie.org
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Herta Hess Danowski, 91, of Erie, died on Friday, February 28, 2020. 

She was born in Vienna, Austria on March 23, 1928, the daughter of Josef 

and Hermine Hess, and came to this country in 1949 as the war bride of 

Stanley J. Danowski. 

 

She was employed as secretary/office manager at the Walbridge Co. for 27 

years, then worked another nine years at Gannon University, from where 

she retired. She was a member of the Mercy Center on Aging, serving on 

their Board for six years, and participated in their numerous activities,       

especially line dancing. She also did hospice volunteering with the Visiting 

Nurses Association of Erie (VNA) for many years, which involved visiting 

and house-sitting with mostly end-of-life-stage clients/patients of the VNA. 

 

Always interested in health and physical fitness, Herta was a life-long member of the Glenwood 

YMCA. Her love of nature and animals made her appreciate Erie's many parks and wooded areas, 

which she and her animal companions enjoyed to the fullest. In the same vein were her gardening 

pursuits and her membership in the 4-Corners Garden Club, where she served as president twice. 

She also belonged to two local German clubs and enjoyed their many cultural and heritage              

activities including a yearly Octoberfest. Last but not least, cooking and baking were big in her 

life and she also was involved in many crafts such as knitting, embroidery, etc. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband of 59 years, Stanley; her sister, Eveline; grandson,  

Stephen Paul II; and great-granddaughter, Kori; and lifelong friend Gertrude Teodorski. 

 

She is survived by two sons, Daniel M. Danowski and his wife Kathie, Erie, and Stephen Paul 

Danowski and his wife Cheryl, Erie, as well as three grandchildren, Daniel Danowski, fiancée 

Shea Anderson, Stephanie Durkin, husband Patrick, and Melissa Danowski. Also surviving her 

are five great-grandchildren, Tyler, Koleton, Kaleb, Katelynn and Kayla; two great-great             

grandchildren, Briella and Brooklyn; several nieces and nephews in the USA as well as a niece, 

Traude, in Germany; and many lifelong friends. 

 

Burial will be at the convenience of the family and no calling hours will be observed. A memorial 

service at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie will be announced at a later date.   

Brugger Funeral Homes & Crematory, 1595 W. 38th St. is assisting with arrangements. 

 

Herta's family wishes to extend their gratitude for the wonderful care provided by the nurses and 

staff on the Third Floor East at LECOM Senior Living, as well as the nurses with VNA Hospice 

who provided much comfort. 

 

 Memorials may be made to Because You Care, 6041 West Rd., McKean, PA 16426 or the 

 Humane Society of NW PA, P.O. Box 3930, Erie, PA 16508.  

During the last several weeks, The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie 

has lost three cherished long-time members.  Please take a few moments to read 

about their lives, learn about them, and celebrate them.                                              

They will live on in our memories, our hearts,                                                                             

and in the legacy of their accomplishments.   
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John Daly King, age 82, formerly of Erie, passed away Saturday, March 14, 

2020, at Pleasant Ridge Manor. 

 

He was born in Butler County, Pennsylvania, on  November 17, 1937, the son of 

the late Merton and Elizabeth Daly King. 

 

He had attended the Boston Conservatory of Music and received a Bachelor's   

Degree of Fine Arts and also received a Master's Degree of Fine Arts. 

 

John had been employed as a choreographer and was involved with many           

Broadway shows and had directed the Erie Civic Ballet.  

 

He also worked with the Warren Players and Concert Dancers of Warren. He was the owner and 

operator of King's Dance Factory in Warren from 1973 to 1976. John had worked for Little's Dance 

Studio in Erie for several years. 

 

He volunteered with Hospice and designed classes in Motor Motivation for Special Children. He 

taught yoga classes and also taught T'ai Chi for over 30 years. He was also active in PFLAG and 

NWPA Pride Alliance Inc. 

 

In addition to his parents, John was preceded in death by his partner, Charles M. Silvia; and his 

aunt, Lynn Daly Tarr. 

 

Further survived by his cousins, Sue (Ralph) Bernabo, Helen (Gary) Howell, Douglas Tarr, Blair 

Tarr and Mark Mathews; and friend and caregiver, Mark Hoovler. 

 

Due to the Coronavirus, services will be held at a later date.  Arrangements are entrusted to the 

Burton Funeral Home, 602 West 10th Street. Burial will be at Erie Cemetery.  
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Margaret "Peggy" Nock Richardson, age 84, of Erie, passed away 
March 23, 2020, peacefully with her husband at her side, after a period 
of declining health. Peggy, as she was known by all, was born March 4, 
1936, in Wilmington, Del., to the late Clifton and Nellie Ehart Nock.  

As a child of a railroad executive, she moved with her family more than a 
dozen times, primarily in eastern Pennsylvania, Maryland and Dela-
ware. She earned a Bachelor's of Arts degree from West Chester 
(University) State College, a Bachelor's of Science degree, and a Masters 
of Arts degree from Edinboro (University) State College. She combined 
her love of the arts and education as a music, science and gifted program 
teacher for over 27 years, 25 years in the Millcreek School District. A 
gifted musician, Peggy was an organist and music director for several 
religious congregations, first in Edinboro and later for the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie (where she met her second husband). 
She was also a Certified Financial Planner.  

In addition to the arts and education Peggy was a dedicated and accomplished volunteer leader 
and philanthropist. She was a steadfast and loyal volunteer and supporter of many wonderful    
organizations and institutions in Northwest Pennsylvania. She served in leadership positions on 
many boards and committees and often was singled out as the driving force for positive change 
throughout the community and beyond. She devoted 30 years of service to the Erie Philharmonic, 
as a board member with oversight of the Jr. Phil, and co-founder of the orchestra's Education 
Program. One time Peggy was the orchestra's guest conductor. In 2009 she was honored for 
"outstanding service, generosity and leadership" and transitioned to Director Emeritus of the 
Phil's Board of Governors. 

Her accomplishments have been appreciated and recognized through numerous awards both          
individually and shared with her husband Al. These include the Doll Award (2019), the United 
Way Tocqueville Award (2015), the Women Making History Award (2007), the Prophet of Peace 
Award (2011) and the Erie NAACP Lifetime Achievement Award (2011). She founded the           
Edinboro University's Friends of Music Organization, and served as its first chairwomen. She also 
was instrumental in establishing the Edinboro University's Philanthropy Council, as well as           
serving on the Edinboro University Presidents Advisory Council. She and her husband were           
recognized during a Gala in the Orchard at Porecco College, for their commitment to Edinboro 
University's mission of higher education. Together they established and for 20 years have been 
annually funding the Frederick Douglass Scholarship for African American high school students 
graduating from Erie Public schools. 

Some other boards and organizations she contributed to include the Asbury Woods Partnership 
Board, the advisory committee for the Community Foundations Schuster Fund Endowment, 
Young People's Chorus of Erie, United Way's Women in Action, SafeNet as well as the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie.  
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She traveled many places with her beloved Al, including: frequent trips to visit her son and his 
family in California, four times visiting her daughter's family in Europe, once traveling on the 
Queen Mary II to England, multiple visits to Al's cousin in Vienna, several trips to Merida in 
Mexico, plus trips to Belize, Costa Rica, and several Caribbean islands. She also enjoyed many 
Road Scholar programs and a few cruises, including the highlight of sailing on the Sea Cloud 
yacht for a tour of Caribbean Gardens. 

On many trips to other countries, she and Al often attended operas, including in the Sydney 
Opera House and in Auckland, New Zealand while trekking Hawaii and the Pacific Rim. 

Peggy was a major art collector, with emphasis on works created by local visual artists. She also 
collected "Roseville" Pottery which was founded in Ohio in 1890, just as the Arts and Crafts 
movement was peaking. Sixty years later Roseville Pottery closed. Peggy's collection comprises 
more than 70 pieces merging utility with artistic design. In her spare time, she enjoyed         
crossword puzzles, and for a while was a member of the Erie Torch Club. 

Peggy accepted people of all races, genders and creeds. With compassion she advocated for those 
without voice, displaying an ability to both "lead" and "follow" depending on the individual           
circumstance. Desiring no personal gain, Peggy lived her daily life to the fullest while bringing 
her unique tools of a lifetime to the world she lovingly shared with others. 

With her first husband she had two children: Carol (Mark) Bellini of Cochranton, Pa. and Robert 
(Lissa) Uhleman of Redding Calif.. In 1989 she married the love of her life, Albert "Al"                
Richardson Junior, who brought four wonderful stepchildren into her life: Albert Richardson III 
of Swarthmore, Pa., Emily Richardson of Philadelphia, Pa., Anne (Andrew) Stevens of Glouces-
tor, Mass., and Lisa (Daihi Sproule) Richardson of West St.Paul, Minn. Together Peggy and Al 
have seven grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. Grandchildren include Lynn (James) 
Thomas, Dr. (Major, USAF) Karen (Stephan Gdanetz) Bellini, Mary (Tom) Kinslow, Brieanna 
Uhleman, Senior Airman (USAF) Nicholle Uhleman, Carson (Esmeralda Gonzoles) Stevens, and 
Julianna (Jonathan Tosch) Stevens. Great-grandchildren include Henry, Anthony and Andrew 
Thomas, Theodore and Charlotte Gdanetz, Sophie Kinslow, Payton Smith, and Magda Tosch. 
Peggy is also survived by her brother William (Pat) Nock of Omaha, Neb. She is further survived 
by several nieces.  

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her brother Clifton Nock Jr., and his 
wife Joyce formerly of South Dakota, by their son, and by her stepson-in-law Rick Fine. 

As a final gift of love and giving Peggy requested her body be offered to the Humanity Gifts           
Registry for anatomical study and research. With her very large and extended family, living 
across the USA and overseas, a celebration of her life will take place at a later date. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials in Peggy's name may be made to the Erie Philharmonic Orchestra or             
Edinboro University of PA. The family expresses their gratitude for the members of Sarah Reed's 
staff who cared for Peggy the past four years.  

Send condolences at www.Burtonfuneralhome.com.  

Sign the Guestbook at www.GoErie.com/obits. 

http://www.Burtonfuneralhome.com
http://www.GoErie.com/obits


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

April Birthdays 

01—Lorna Slater 

04—Jack Blount 

13—Ginny Sabol 

17—Aurelia Jorden 

23—Chris DeCrease 

26—Edie Cultu 

 

  

Service Attendance: 

March 1—UU’s on the Path in Place and Time—Dixie Morrow—52 adults, 5 children. 

March 8—Becoming Universalist—Rev. Charlie—39 adults, 3 children. 

March 15—remote service via Zoom—approximately 8 attendees. 

March 29—remote service via Zoom—40 attendees.  

  

 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

May issue is                                                   

Saturday, April 18.                             

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

April 2020 

All Building Use                     

Suspended Until                        

Further Notice. 


