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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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March 1 UU’s on Their Paths     

  Speaker:  Dixie Morrow                      
What were the challenges and reassurances in the lives of earlier Unitarians 
and Universalists?   Did they journey as we journey today?  How did they 
view God, or god, or not? Musicians:  Janet Krack and Pat Lorei.                       
Pledge Campaign Kickoff! 

 

March 8 Becoming Universalist     

 Speaker:  Rev. Charlie        
Once you realize that God is Love, you see that Beloved Community is             
possible.  The Universalists knew this during the oppressive 1700’s and            
still know it today.  Musician:  Jackson Froman.                                                           
Return Your Pledge Sunday!   

 

March 15 Becoming Unitarian     

  Speaker:  Rev. Charlie       
Democracy transformed the Puritans from a severe, witch-burning faith to 
one of open possibilities, freedom, and love.  Musician:  Jackson Froman.  
Welcome New Members! 

 

March 22 Celebrating our Living Tradition 

      Speaker:  Janet Krack                                                                                 
The Sunday Services theme for March is Being a UU.  Our hymnal, Singing 
the Living Tradition, is a treasure trove of history, poetry, songs and                
readings, all relevant to our UU heritage. What are some of the stories                    
hidden between the pages? Come and have a look at a familiar friend in a 
new light.   Musician:   Jackson Froman. 

 

March 29 UUSC Sunday       

   

Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes 

Theme for March:  BEING A UU 



MINISTER’S MUSINGS—”BEING A UU” 

This month the Sunday Services Committee invites us to consider what it means to Be a Unitarian 
Universalist.  March marks our Congregation’s 121

st
 birthday – perfect timing for Five Sundays of 

contemplation and celebration.  What does our faith mean to society?  What does it mean to our 
own hearts?  

Because this is primary season (Pennsylvania April 28th-- are you registered?) I thought I’d start 
things off with a historical note about governance and compromise.   

The Universalist Church came out of the American Baptist form, in that the churches were heretical 
to the “Standing Order” faith – in New England, this meant Puritanism, and in Pennsylvania it 
meant Quakerism.   The beliefs were those formed by one person, and so the minister was of             
primary importance in the congregation.  John Murray, a lay preacher from England, gave the first 
formal Universalist sermon in North America on September 30, 1770.  He preached that the death 
of Jesus had removed original sin, and all would be saved through his sacrifice.  He established a 
church in Gloucester, Massachusetts, and spent years preaching and being jeered by the Puritans/
Congregationalists of the “Standing Order” churches.  (Some of these churches became Unitarian 
in the 1830s!)   

John Murray was not the only Universalist.  Dr. George de Benneville was from a Huguenot family 
in France and had a near-death experience which convinced him that hell was for purification of the 
soul, and all would be united with God.  This was heresy!  There were death threats.  To escape 
persecution, he fled to America and settled north of Philadelphia, preaching universal love and the 
inherent worth of every human being in the tolerant atmosphere of Pennsylvania.  

In central Massachusetts, Caleb Rich also created a Universalist group based on his vision that 
God’s grace extended to all people and God’s revelation that there was no punishment in the         
afterlife.  There was no hell at all!  

These diverse Universalist beliefs had a common antagonist in Calvinism.  To further the faith, they 
created a national organization, though the diversity of belief meant that there could be no single 
doctrine.  Instead, their convention agreed upon The Winchester Profession (1803) as a common 
set of beliefs: 

Article I. We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament contain a           
revelation of the character of God, and of the duty, interest and final destination of mankind. 

Article II. We believe that there is one God, whose nature is Love, revealed in one Lord           
Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spirit of Grace, who will finally restore the whole family of mankind 
to holiness and happiness. 

Article III. We believe that holiness and true happiness are inseparably connected, and that 
believers ought to be careful to maintain order and practice good works; for these things are 
good and profitable unto men. 

Note that it is a compromise to include Murray’s, de Benneville’s and Rich’s beliefs without favoring 
any one. Universalism has its roots in this diversity.  It was the early model of a “free and responsi-
ble search for truth and meaning” and a gift to us today.    

March will also be a month to contemplate our own mortality.  A team is putting together a “Death 
Cafe” as a non-judgmental space to share individual thoughts on death.  It’s not a therapy session, 
but a chance to consider and share.  And there will be CAKE!   

 See you then! 

 Rev. Charlie Dieterich 

    Office Hours:  March 3
rd

 and 10
th
 from 10 AM to Noon,   

    or any time by arrangement or emergency.  
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
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Need to Get the                 

Word Out?   

 

If you have an                 

announcement about an 

event outside of the 

church, please post                 

something on our                         

new bulletin board.  

You can also submit the 

information to John Boyko 

(jboyko@eriesd.org) at 

least one week in advance, 

and he'll incorporate it into 

the screen announcements 

that are played                         

before the service.  

If you have questions 

about how to promote an 

event of the congregation 

at the Sunday service,   

contact Kelly Armor,                  

the Sunday Services chair, 

at                                        

 kelly.b.armor@gmail.com 

Somewhat random, somewhat connected thoughts: 

According to Big Ideas for Small Congregations, by Jane Dwinell and 
Ellen Germann-Melosh, “You need at least one hundred and twenty-five 
active members to afford a full-time minister.” This number was validat-
ed in the Small Numbers, Infinite Possibilities: Right-Sizing Your Con-
gregation’s Operations webinar. At our February Congregational Meet-
ing, we listed 79 voting members.  

How realistic is it to expect that we will have a full-time minister in the 
near future? We have had years and years of full-time ministry. Have we 
ever had 125 active members? Is hiring a full-time minister an idea 
whose time has passed or an aspirational goal that we can achieve? 
What goals are we hoping to achieve that will necessitate hiring a full-
time minister? Is it the presence of a minister that makes those goals 
attainable? 

What should we do about the parking lot? Doug Russell is investigating 
options. I don’t know what I’d do without Doug doing all the building, 
grounds, and administrative tasks that he handles. 

Last year, 102 pledge units (each unit could be one or more members, 
friends, out-of-town members/friends, etc.) were asked to make a 
pledge. Seventy-nine pledges were received. The top 10 pledges ac-
counted for more than 50% of the budget. According to Stewardship 
workshop, Money Mythbusters, their contributions should account for 
about 10% of the budget. We are financially heavily dependent on a 
small percentage of our congregants and that is not a sign of financial 
health. 

Two-thirds of the Unitarian Universalists congregations in the United 
States have under 160 members. Right now, in the Central East Region, 
twelve out of thirty congregations are in transition. 

We usually have about 56 people in attendance for our Sunday Ser-
vices. Whether there is a minister delivering the service makes no differ-
ence in the number of people attending. How can we get feedback fol-
lowing a service that would help inform our choice of topics and present-
ers? What are people hoping to get from a service? Why do people at-
tend? Why do they stay home? 

Whether or not we have a yard sale, this year or next, is far less im-
portant than how we treat each other while we consider the best course 
of action. 

Pastor Sunshine Jeremiah Wolfe asked the Board of Trustees and 
Committee on Ministry members how we would like to tell the story of 
our congregation. How do we want to present ourselves to a minister 
who is considering working with us?  

What is on your mind? 

~Julie Maguire 



March is here!  Thank you to everyone who participated in our UUSC campaign.  We have 
all learned a lot about women who are making a difference in the world and ,hopefully, the 
money we raised will contribute to their ongoing efforts.  Some stories were harder than       
others to hear, but I am thankful we were given the chance to learn about them and support 
the people that are trying to help make a difference in their community.  I am so proud of our 
teens for introducing the congregation to these women.  

Both groups also played a game provided by the UUSC to help introduce elementary and 
middle school aged children to the difficult journey many migrants undertake from               
Central America to the United States.  The children drew cards that either advanced or 
paused their journey along a board representing the migrant trail, thus introducing the types 
of help and hindrances many migrants face on their journey.   

This month, we will also complete our care packages to send to service members overseas.  
If you would like to donate an item, please see Candace Williams to find out what we are                
collecting.   

We will also start to prepare for our multi-generational Earth Day service that will be held 
April 19.  Both classes received new recycling bins for paper which will be  decorated in  
honor of Earth Day 2020.    

~Candace Williams 
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NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

 DEATH CAFE COMING TO THE ERIE UU  

A team of folks interested in sharing thoughts about death and dying will be holding our own 
Death Cafe on Sunday afternoon, March 15th from 2 to 4 in the library.  

This will be a group directed discussion of death with no agenda,  objectives or themes.  It is 
a discussion group rather than a grief  support or counseling session. 

The Death Cafe model began in England in September, 2011 based on the ideas of Bernard 
Crettaz, and has since been offered in 69 countries.  The objective as stated on the website 
is "to increase an awareness of death with a view to helping people make the most of their 
(finite) lives." 

 Death Cafes are always offered:  

     * On a not for profit basis. 

     * In an accessible, respectful and confidential space 

     * With no intention of leading people to any conclusion, product or course of  action. 

     * With tea and cake. 

Registration for this event is not necessary but is appreciated to know how much tea 
and cake to prepare.  Please send your reservation to ErieDeathCafe@gmail.com    

mailto:ErieDeathCafe@gmail.com
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CHARTING OUR COURSE FOR 
THE UUCE PLEDGE CAMPAIGN

  
 
 
Beginning with a kickoff service on March 1, we will conduct our annual pledge campaign 
for the next fiscal year.  Our theme, Charting Our Course, represents our opportunity to 
continue our support for the improvements to our building and working on our mission 
and vision.  During the first week of March, you will be contacted by mail, or in person, on 
how you can be a part of this exciting yearly funding effort. Through our  collective       
efforts we will reach our budget goals.  We have done it before, and we can do it again! 
 
During our pledge drive from March 1-April 5, 2020, you will be asked to make a 
generous pledge to Chart Our Course for our congregation. The Aesthetics                  
Committee has given us a great start with recent improvements—new flooring in the 
sanctuary, painting throughout, a custom information wall, and the coming art wall in the 
Olympia Brown room. And we aren’t done yet!  We need to continue improvements to the 
building and parking lot. 
 
Candace Williams, our new Children’s Religious Education director, with her cadre of       
volunteers, is leading our children in such interesting and exciting ways.  As a                        
congregation we continue to improve our programs in the community, as well as                
ministering to each other. 
 
Our Board of Trustees is working to set short and long term goals for Charting Our 
Course for what comes next in our congregational life.  We have heard some of these 
plans at the February congregational meeting.  All of us will be called upon to participate 
in the next chapter of our congregation’s journey.  It is an exciting time.  Let’s continue 
looking forward and Chart Our Course. And, please, pledge the most you are able to 
support the financial health of our congregation.  
 
Thanks to all of us we are Charting Our Course!  
 
 
The Pledge Team of Edie Cultu and Leigh Kostis  
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WHAT IS PA 2-1-1 NORTHWEST? 
PA 211 Northwest is part of the national 2 1 1 Call Centers initiative that seeks to provide an            
easy-to-remember telephone number, chat, text, and a web resource for finding health and human 
services– for everyday needs and in crisis situations. 

PA 211 Northwest is brought to you by a partnership among local United Way organizations, local 
county government, and human service providers in the Northwest region, along with PA 211, and 
United Way of Pennsylvania. United Way of Erie convenes the PA 211 Northwest Advisory       
Council, a coalition of local lead agencies, which provides oversight of PA 211 Northwest. 211 staff 
work closely with government and provider agencies to ensure important local program information 
is accessible through our helpline when it is most needed. 

Every day, highly trained 211 call specialists provide referrals to: 

Basic Human Needs Resources: food banks, shelters, rent and utility payment assistance 

Physical and Mental Health Resources: crisis intervention services, support groups, counseling 

Employment Support: financial assistance, job training, education programs 

Support for Older Adults and Persons with Disabilities: home-delivered meals, transportation, 

health care 

Youth and Child Care Programs: after school programs, summer camps, mentoring, protection 

services 

Regional Disaster Preparation 

Those who contact 211 gain free, confidential access to thousands of programs and services that 
can help improve the quality of their lives. Help is available by calling 211. TTY and language      
services are available in more than 170 languages and dialects. 211 can also be reached by      
texting your zip code to 898-211 or chatting with a 211 specialist through the website. Resources 
are also available through the website 24 hours a day, seven days a week (Click here to search 
now.) 

For more information about us or our partners or PA 2‑1‑1 Northwest, please contact us directly 
at 211. 

Easy to use business card sized prompts will be available at the UUCE on the Information Wall. 

http://www.unitedwayerie.org/
http://www.unitedwayerie.org/
http://www.unitedwayerie.org/
tel:211
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Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

April issue is                                                   

Saturday, March 21.                      

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

March Birthdays 

01—Emma Woods-Nathanson  26—Ray Sherman 

04—Peggy Richardson   28—Jim Wise 

06—Chris Cedzo    27—Tammy Blount 

08—Rick Haire    31—Dennis Vickery 

15—Amelia Steinbrink 

16—Lauren Galle-Boyko 

16—Matthew Maguire 

18—Richard Morley 

18—Mary Zuck    

23—Herta Danowski 

23—Mary Desmone 

Service Attendance: 

February 2—The Art of Everyday—Cee Williams—49 adults, 7 children. 

February 9—Healing the Interdependent Web; Love as a Verb—Rev. Sunshine Wolfe—

      56 adults, 10 children. 

February 16—Gathered to Celebrate—Rev. Charlie—46 adults, 8 children. 

February 23—Art, Freedom and Redemption—Antonio Howard—65 adults,  

         10 children. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

March 2020 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Potluck lunch 
after the service 

Pledge Kickoff 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Return Your 
Pledge Sunday 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Welcome New 
Members 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Homeschool Group 
12-3 p.m. 

One Table Steering 
Committee 4 p.m.   

Finance Committee 
4:30 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic                 
Chorus  6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic                 
Chorus  6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic                 
Chorus  6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic                 
Chorus  6-9 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Memory Café            
1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café            
1-3 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Bolts of Love 6-8 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Alcoholics                         
Anonymous                        
8:30 a.m. 

One Table Steering 
Committee                 
Presentation                    
6-8 p.m. 

 

Death Café 2-5 p.m. 

Erie Outing Club            
1-4 p.m. 

Whispering Lake 
Grove Eostre Service   
5 p.m. 

AA Women’s              
Committee 5 p.m. 

Pathway to                    
Membership Class                   
9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics                         
Anonymous                        
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                         
Anonymous                        
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                         
Anonymous                        
8:30 a.m. 


