
The Beacon 
February 2020 

Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes 

Theme for February:  the arts 

February 2  "The Art Of Every Day" 
  Guest Speaker: Cee Williams 
From the folds of a crumpled newspaper to the outline of bare wood showing 
through chipped paint, or the mother singing a goodnight song to her child for the 
ten-thousandth time. Daily events can inspire works of art in many forms. 

 
February 9  Reverend Sunshine Wolfe from the Central 

 Eastern Regional Group will be our guest minister   

  (biography on page 8) 

  

February 16 gathered to celebrate    

 Rev. Charlie 

If you want to be a painter, then paint.  If you want to live a life of joy, be joyous.  

Mardi Gras revelers know how the art of celebration – in style!                                 

Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

 

February 23 art, freedom and redemption  
 Antonio howard (see biography on page 4) 

Antonio is currently employed by the Federal Public Defender's Office and was          
recently awarded an Emerging Artist Fellowship from Erie Arts & Culture. Hear 
Antonio's powerful story and how visual art and poetry have shaped his life.           
Musician:  Jackson Froman.   

Minister: 

Reverend Charlie Dieterich 

 

President: 

Julie Maguire 

 

Vice President: 

Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 

 

UUCE Board Secretary: 

Ron Brown 

 

UUCE Board Members: 

Mary Beth McCarthy 

Annette Krusewicz 

Steve Sullivan 

Blair Tuttle 

Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie                          Mail to:  PO Box 3495                                814-864-9300       uuerie.org  



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

February's theme is “The Arts,” and the Sunday Service 
Committee has found many diverse ways to                       
contemplate arts in our lives and in our community.              
Beyond Sunday morning, February is a good time to 
have crafting supplies at home to try things out.   Maybe 
make a silly hat from some felt, or knit a scarf... or read 
through those nursery catalogs, and consider new  

      shrubs or flowers for outdoors. 

I will only be around for one week this month.  My second week is going to be vacation, 
though I'm going to go to a weekend training in Toronto for Our Whole Lives (O.W.L.)      
Sexuality Education.  Many congregations include “OWL” curricula alongside their          
children's Religious Education, and UUCE has in the past.  There is quite an extensive 
year-long program for Jr. High age students, teaching them values and self confidence to 
say “NO” and make wise choices.  Sexuality is much larger than “safe sex.” 

I taught that teen curriculum in California a decade ago.  Since then awareness of              
trans-gender and gender-queer identities has caused the Unitarian Universalist Association 
and United Church of Christ (who jointly publish the curricula) to update and revise the 
course material.  I will be training for facilitating three levels: Young Adult, Adult, and Older 
Adult.  I'm glad to share what I learn with those who might run an OWL adult Religious        
Education program in future years.  Talk to me when I'm back after February 10. 

Back in early January Carolyn Hax's column in the Erie Times-News included a question 
from “Angsty Atheist” about his young son learning “grace” from a cousin.  He worried 
about how to balance the in-laws' Catholic ritual tradition against his own beliefs.  Carolyn 
suggested that the discussion should be framed as comparing what the son's parents         
believe vs what the in-laws believe.  She reminded the parent that the son is already          
exposed to religion.  She didn't offer the parents any alternative ritual for dinner. 

One thing our congregation gives children is another way.   Our Chalica kits gave families 
seven nights of “grace” where each night was a discussion of the principles we believe and 
how we might put our principles into action.  That's a good start.  Children use ritual to 
make sense of their world. 

This winter we are participating in “Thirty Days of Love” -- a way of honoring the period 
from MLK's Birthday to St. Valentine's Day.  We are using a pamphlet from the UU Service 
Committee describing four leaders who are making a difference in the world.  Families 
(including families-of-one) have a chance to pause during a meal to think about those     
leaders.  What is “dinner in a refugee camp” like?  What is it like to leave home and find 
community again?  Feel free to create discussion around  “Guests at Your Table” this 
month, and share with your children what love-in-action looks like to you.  “We say grace 
by talking about what it's like to live on an island” might be your child's response to an offer 
of grace.  Mary Lubowicki and the RE Committee are leading this effort – listen to our 
“Time for All Ages” each week to learn more.  

I have only one Tuesday office hours this month.  10 AM to Noon of February 11
th
.  But you 

can contact  me by e-mail  “minister@uuerie.org” or call me and we can talk or set up        
another time. 

       Warmly, 
       Rev. Charlie   2 



PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

I have had the opportunity to interact with an incredible music teacher 
who believes everyone can learn to sing, an outstanding art teacher 
who believes everyone can be taught to draw, and a wonderful dance 
teacher who believes every body is a dancer’s body.  So, when I say I 
am not an artist, it is not because I have not heard words of                
encouragement or because I haven’t had a chance to express myself. It is because I truly               
appreciate the talents of people whose art reflects the beauty of our world in ways I can only       
imagine. 

In our congregation, there are artists, musicians, dancers, and poets with whom I am in awe. As 
we look at the past, the present, and the future of our congregation, we need to consider the role 
the arts play in maintaining our religious home. When we consider the strengths our congregation 
has to build upon, the arts should be at the forefront. 

Our Sunday Services theme for February is Art. Looking at art through the wider lens of creative 
thinking and expression, it informs how we will need to think about our response to the                      
opportunities and challenges that the coming year will bring. 

On January 29, the Board of Trustees is meeting for the first part of our Board Retreat. We will be 
studying governance in small congregations. On February 9, Reverend Sunshine Wolfe, our  
Central Eastern Region (CER) primary support contact will be leading our Sunday Service.  That 
afternoon, the Board and the Committee on Ministry will be meeting with Rev. Sunshine regarding 
the different types of ministerial roles and how the needs of the congregation will be met in the 
absence of a minister. We will discuss how to best plan for the coming year and involve the           
congregation in the decision-making processes. 

On February 23, the Board of Trustees will outline a proposal for how we will move ahead in the 
coming year. We hope as many people as possible will attend the Congregational Meeting that 
day at noon.  ~Julie Maguire 
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Last year we surveyed the congregation for input and to determine if there was adequate   
support for continuing the yard sale. Many new and helpful suggestions and changes were 
made for last year’s sale, with positive results. 
 
We had plenty of well-organized volunteers and sale items; improved our dinner/break              
process and area; donated unsold items to over 25 community organizations and folks in 
need; and generated thousands of profit dollars. 
 
At our October congregational meeting, we voted to continue the yard sale, although the vote 
was very close. We’ll honor the results of the vote, and address the concerns of those who 
voted to not have the sale. 
 
A survey for input has been distributed, and continues to be available every Sunday at coffee 
hour. Thank you for participating!  We’re receiving lots of good ideas for redesigning the sale 
that help address the ongoing concerns.  The sale team appreciates any further input, ideas, 
and involvement.  I’m confident that we can work together to find common ground. 
 
Look for more information in the future weekend news!  Thanks in advance for helping make 
our 2020 sale an enjoyable, profitable, community event!  
          ~ Lynne Stephens 

2020 UUCE YARD SALE UPDATE 



It feels good to get back into the swing of things!  Our classes have picked up 
where they left off after the excitement of Chalica (and maybe Christmas).   

The Signs group has been working hard on a class covenant that we will soon 
share with you.  Both groups continue to follow their respective UUA curricula with 
lots of great insight coming from all the youth.  Most recently, the Teens group 
read a story about a group at the border called No More Deaths where we all 
learned about the efforts that are ongoing to help prevent migrant deaths at the 
border.  Many great questions were brought up about the ethics on both sides and 
what kind of awareness is brought from helping migrants, even if it might be 
against the law.  If you have never heard of this group and are interested in                 
learning more, please visit their website at nomoredeaths.org.  In addition, the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Tucson, Arizona, is one of many groups working 
to end the deaths by advocating for a more humane immigration system while  
also trying to meet the basic needs of border crossers.  

The RE committee and classes will also continue to present UUSC’s Guest at 
Your Table “Stories of Hope”.  January 26, Bella McGough presented a story 
about Pelenise Alofa who is a human rights leader from Kiribati.  She is from a 
low-lying group of islands in the Pacific Ocean that is experiencing the full effects 
of climate change.  Through her work as the director of Live and Learn                
Environmental Education Kiribati, Pelenise is helping her people adapt so they 
can stay on their ancestral homeland.  We will continue to learn about three other 
women this month who are also trying to make a change in their individual            
communities.  Please join us at services February 2, 9 and 16 to learn about 
these inspiring women and help us support their efforts.  Collection of any money 
raised will be on February 16.  If you are interested in learning more about these 
women and many other women like them, please visit UUSC.org.   

In addition, the RE Committee is hoping to implement a once a month                        
get-together event.  The first one having been the Gingerbread House making this 
past December.  January came upon all of us rather quickly, so the next event will 
be Friday, February 21 at 6:30 pm.  We will be watching the movie Selma in 
recognition of Black History Month with a question and answer session/discussion 
following the movie. Popcorn and drinks will be provided!  If you would like to join 
us or know of someone who may be interested in attending this even or future 
events, please let me know. We are also open to suggestions or ideas from 
events from years past.   

Once again, thank you to all the volunteers and parents and youth who make this 
program possible!  

~Candace Williams 
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NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

nomoredeaths.org
UUSC.org
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Our Guest at Your Table UUSC Campaign continues through                
February 16.  At that time donations will be collected during the           
service.  Please put your contribution in an envelope with your name and 
dollar amount on it.  Checks are to be made out to UUSC.  If you are    
unable to attend that service, please mail or bring your donation to the 
church by Sunday,  February 23 at the latest.  This campaign builds 
awareness about social justice, human rights, and strengthens UUSC’s 
work through donations.   
 
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  ~Mary Lubowicki 
   

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE UPDATE 

Although he was a minor, Antonio Howard was convicted as an adult and 
given a life sentence at the age of 15. While incarcerated he taught           
himself painting. "Although I often dreamed of being an escape artist, as 
a visual artist, my paintings broke free of that place long before I did," he 
says. Less than two years ago his sentence was commuted  and he was 
released after living in prison for over 26 years. He is currently employed 
by the Federal Public Defender's Office and was recently awarded an 
Emerging Artist Fellowship from Erie Arts & Culture. Hear Antonio's     
powerful story and how visual art and poetry have shaped his life. 

BIOGRAPHY OF             
ANTIONIO HOWARD, 
OUR GUEST SPEAKER 
ON FEBRUARY 23 
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Dear Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 

     We would like to thank you for your support and for 
helping to make Christmas special for our family.  Your 
thoughtful contribution not only proves that you value the 
work we do, but also that you are committed to helping 
those less fortunate in our community.  All your                  
contributions also do brighten the faces of over 15 children, 
giving them the opportunity to have a special Christmas for 
2019.  We sincerely appreciate that. 

                               ~From Erie Dawn, and our families  

THANK YOU FROM ERIE DAWN 
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A SPECIAL             

WELCOME  

to new members Seigrid         

Tuttle, Dennis Vickery and 

Cindy Purvis, who recently 

signed the membership 

book! 

A formal welcome reception 

will be held in March for all 

new members. 

Pathway to Unitarian           

Universalism will be held 

on March 7.  Additional  

information will follow.   

If  you are interested in this 

class or signing the           

membership book, please 

see Leigh Kostis at 

lwko@roadrunner.com or 

Rev. Charlie.  

Rev. Sunshine J. Wolfe is Congregational Field Staff for the Central East 
Region serving congregations in western Pennsylvania and across 
Ohio.  Ghe hails originally from Indiana where ghe learned to sing, 
dance, and cause trouble- the social justice kind.  Ghe is currently a 
member of TRUUsT (Transgender Religious professional Unitarian      
UniversalistS Together) and DRUUMM (Diverse Revolutionary               
Multicultural Ministries). 

Sunshine is committed to helping congregations become the healthiest 
versions of themselves so that they can do their important work in the 
world.  Ghe has served many congregations throughout the country first 
as Spiritual Development Director at the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Tucson.  Ghe served as intern minister at West Shore Unitarian               
Universalist Church in Cleveland, OH and then completed a Chaplaincy              
Residency at Indiana University Health Hospitals.  Ghe has also served 
as Interim Minister at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of              
Montgomery, AL, First Unitarian Church of Alton, IL, in the St. Louis            
metropolitan area and May Memorial UU Society in Syracuse, 
NY.     During gher service in Alton, Sunshine was active with the         
resistance movements in Ferguson, MO.  Before seminary,                 
Sunshine worked for five years as a Case Manager with homeless adults 
searching for employment in Tucson, AZ.  Sunshine has a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Lawrence University in Appleton, WI, and a Master of 
Divinity degree from Starr King School for the Ministry in Berkeley, CA. 

Sunshine enjoys silliness, board games, music of all kinds, and                 
thunderstorms.  Ghe particularly likes to go hiking, color mandalas, seek 
out new life and new civilizations, and boldly go where a small handful 
have gone before.  In other words, ghe’s a science fiction geek with a 
specialty in Star Trek. 

Sunshine identifies as genderqueer and transgender and uses any third 
gender pronoun including they/their, ghe/gher, and zi/hir. 

BIOGRAPHY OF REV. SUNSHINE WOLFE, 
OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON FEBRUARY 9 



Michele Paich is collecting unwanted picture frames of any size 
for an artist friend of hers.  Her name is Mycela and she will be 
speaking at the church on June 7th about the collaboration she 
is doing with other artists.  If you have any frames, you can drop 
them off in the church office and I will make sure they get to 
Michele. 

Thank you!  

PICTURE FRAMES NEEDED 

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

 

Sunday, February 23 at 

Noon. 

   We will discuss many           

important topics,                   

please plan to attend! 
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AESTHETICS PROJECT 

We are more than a year into the project to freshen and update our 
space.  We hope you have noticed and are enjoying the                      
changes.  Completed so far is the sanctuary carpet, Olympia Brown 
room welcome message, paint and baseboard, kitchen window blinds,            
information wall, lighting and lots of cleaning and re-arranging.  The 
planning workshops for the Looking Glass Art project on the long wall 
in the Olympia Brown room are complete.  About 70% of our member 
families participated in at least one of the workshops.  We had great 
feedback and are anxiously awaiting the plan from the artists.  Soon 
we will be gathering to produce the art piece.  Stay tuned for            
information about that! New projects for the committee to consider 
continue to be suggested.  Almost half of our members/families 
pledged funds toward the first phase of project.  We were able to cover 
a large portion of the costs with those donations.  Thank you to all who 
contributed funds and volunteer hours to make it all happen.  
 ~Nanci Lorei 

COUPLES ENRICHMENT RETREAT  

There are few things more fulfilling than being deeply understood by the 
one who loves you while deeply understanding the one you love. A 
Couples Enrichment Retreat will be held in Meadville, March 20 - 22, 
this year. The workshop is based in the Quaker tradition and is            
designed to develop deep listening skills through which couples learn to 
listen tenderly and speak authentically to one another. It can be a   
beautiful opening for couples who want to deepen their already “good 
enough” relationship. The workshop is open to committed couples of 
any marital status, religious affiliation, gender identity, or sexual             
orientation.  

For details, please see the flyer, visit https://
friendscoupleenrichment.wordpress.com/events/, or contact 
rick.holmgren@gmail.com. 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

February Birthdays 

04—Bob Cullen 

06—Judy Morley 

13—Danieh Foltz 

16—Julie Maguire 

18—Lily Maguire 

19—Jared Cedzo 

24—Rhys Horton-Bowen 

27—Annette Wise 

      

  

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

March issue is                                                   

Saturday, February 15.                      

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

January 5—Jazz Funeral for 2019—Michele Paich—53 adults, 8 children. 

January 12—Connections Are Made Slowly—Rev. Charlie—51 adults, 8 children. 

January 19—Prayers of MLK—Rev. Charlie—30 adults, 9 children. 

January 26—Cherish Your Human Connections—Lynne Stephens—61 adults,                          

         9 children. 

  

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

February 2020 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Potluck lunch 
after the service 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Homeschool Group 
12-3 p.m. 

One Table Steering 
Committee 4 p.m.   

Finance Committee 
4:30 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Homeschool 
Group 12-3 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic                 
Chorus  6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic                      
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic                
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Our Neighbor’s 
Place Dinner Prep 
5:30 p.m. 

Whispering Lake 
Grove Imbolc        
Service 5 p.m. 

AA Women’s            
Committee 5 p.m.  

Memory Café            
1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café            
1-3 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Upper Room Lunch 
Prep after the service 

Caring Team Card 
Blitz after the service 

RE Movie and                                   
Popcorn Night                             
6:30-8:”30 p.m. 

Congregational 
Meeting at Noon 


