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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes 

Theme for January:  Connections  

January 5  Jazz Funeral for 2019   
  Michele Paich 

Join us as we “cut the year loose” New Orleans style!   It's 
a time to cry and a time to laugh, a time to grieve and a time to 
dance. We'll make a joyful noise, and parade around as part of 
the “second line” in a rousing adieu to the old, and bonne 
chance in the year ahead. Special musical selections and    
performances make this service one of our favorite                
traditions.  Laissez les bons temps rouler!                           
   

 

January 12 Connections are Made Slowly 
   Rev. Charlie       
How do we thrive in the long-haul? It is the hidden work of 
connection that keeps us moving forward.   Musician:  Jackson 
Froman. 

 

January 19 Prayers of MLK    
  Rev. Charlie       
Dr. King worked to create connections in the civil rights         
movement, and he used prayer to connect with God.  What 
can we, as Unitarian Universalists learn from another time,  
another tradition and another struggle?  Musician:  Jackson 
Froman. 

 
January 26        Cherish Your Human Connections  
   Lynne Stephens 
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Connections are made slowly, sometimes they grow underground. 
You cannot always tell by looking at what is happening 

 

This month we focus on the work “Connections”  --- consider what 
binds us together, what encourages growth of understanding, of           
community, of love.  What connects us to our past, and what    
connects us to our future? What connects us one-on-one and 
what connects us to Unitarian Universalism as a larger move-
ment?   

The month will be a time of emphasis shift.  The board and I have announced that I will leave as 
your minister in May, and that the congregation will work on “what’s next?”  I feel both sadness and 
joy in this, and perhaps you do too. Leaving a community I have been getting to know over the last 
18 months will be hard, and I am committed to leaving a space for the next person to take on the 
role of minister.  For those who love the movie “Princess Bride,” it is as if I passed on the franchise 
of “Dread Pirate Roberts” to the next person who takes on that role. Without all the sword-fighting, 
though.  

We still have lots of work to do in this church year.  January begins the “30 Days of Love” a           
campaign which lasts from Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday to Valentine’s Day.  With the             
general theme of Love, the Side with Love team picks an emphasis for the year. For example: 
“How can we build community where all can thrive and be free?” 

Another organization, the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, suggests that we can focus on 
this question by inviting guests to our dinner tables.  Whether you have a formal family dinner each 
night or eat alone, you can have a guest at your table during these thirty, snowy days. Spend             
dinner with four women leaders working to build strong communities across the globe.  The UUSC 
provides four stories to be read at dinner time, Each week during our service we will introduce one 
leader who is working with our service committee to change their world, and you are invited to 
spend each night talking about their work, following links to learn more about their work and               
reflecting on how you might learn from their leadership.  Then, after Valentines Day we invite you to 
bring a contribution to the Service Committee -- the money you saved, having your “guest” be viru-
tal! https://www.uusc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Stories-of-Hope-2019-20.pdf 

We will introduce the program fully in January.   

Over the past few months I’ve been assembling a team to work on pastoral care in our                           
congregation.  Pastoral care is different from writing cards, or visiting people in the hospital. And 
there is lots of work to do before the UU Congregation of Erie is ready to have a full Lay               
Pastoral Ministry.  So our small team has agreed to work on one project at a time. This winter we 
want to run a “Death Cafe”-- a chance to have tea and cake and talk about death. And                
consider your relationship with death. 

A Death Cafe not a sales pitch-- the developers of the program prohibit leaders from promoting any 
particular viewpoint to attendees, including Unitarian Universalism.  Instead, it is a chance for                
people to connect with their own inner feelings, to hear themselves talk about their own                     
mortality, and to hear others talk. To listen without judgment. Adults of all ages attend, and often 
couples will come in preparation for will-writing.  Putting a cafe together will take lots of                        
preparation work, and we want to advertise for a month before the event.   

We need volunteers to work it, from tea makers to facilitators to advertisers.  We will hold a Death 
Cafe organizing and explaining meeting on January 9 at 6 PM in our Library.  Please come. Talk to 
me, Janet or Pat about this. 

The final sort of connection is the chance connection made when we do community work.  This 
January the Caring Committee will be preparing meals for Our Neighbor’s Place seasonal             
shelter.  Come join the team on Jan. 9 and 22 and Feb. 26.  See the Thursday update for more    
information. 

With love, 

Rev. Charlie 

  2 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

WHALECOAST ALASKA 2020 

 Have you ever dreamed of visiting Alaska? If so, WhaleCoast 
Alaska 2020 is for you! 4 Alaska UU congregations invite you to 
experience our unique environmental/ cultural/spiritual program this 
summer. See Alaska through the eyes of local UUs, with friendly 
homestays and unique tour activities. See wildlife, including moose, 
bears, caribou, whales, bald eagles, sea lions, etc. Visit Denali          
National Park. Experience Native Alaskan culture. Forget the cruise 
ships -- our program is truly the best way to visit Alaska! Tours led 
by Dave Frey, member of the Fairbanks UU congregation and  
Alaska travel expert. Find out more about this Alaskan trip of a         
lifetime. For  complete info go to:  www.WhaleCoastAK.org, 
email dfrey@whalecoastak.org or call 907-322-4966. Discount for 
groups of 8 or more. We would love to share our Alaska with you! 

If you have any questions about this trip, Leigh Kostis participated 
in 2017 (lwko@roadrunner.com or 814-838-2941). 
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We will meet on the 
22nd at the home of 
Edie Cultu to discuss 

the book,                        
A Gentleman in         

Moscow                           
by Amor Towles. 

JANUARY              
BOOK CLUB 

I love New Year’s Eve. It’s one last chance to celebrate with abandon 
while convincing myself that tomorrow I will pursue a healthier, more 
wholesome path. I love the idea that when the clock strikes midnight, a 
whole new chapter begins. What will happen in that chapter is limited 
only by the strength of my resolve and the fire of my commitment.  

This kind of either/or thinking has served me well a few times when it 
comes to New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day. I have had many super
-fun New Year’s Eve celebrations, followed by restrictive and boring diet 
plans with results that were significant, though temporary. My greatest 
success was on New Year’s Day, 1997, when I quit smoking, cold-
turkey at 12:00 a.m. Thankfully, the results of my efforts that year were 
permanent. A big part of my long-lasting success was that my resolve 
to remain smoke-free was fueled by my desire to impress a certain 
someone with whom I have celebrated every New Year since then.  

As our congregation begins the new year, we are tasked with writing a 
new chapter in the story of our religious home. Rather than limiting    
ourselves to the thinking that divides our actions into celebrations vs 
work, restrictive vs expansive, or exciting vs mundane, we could look 
upon the new year as a time for joyful engagement with the possibilities 
for our future. There will be tasks that we have performed to keep the 
congregation running week-after-week, year-after-year. There will be 
tasks that challenge us to look critically at how we have done things in 
the past and plan for ways to improve. There will be times when we    
celebrate our ability to agree and times when only our respectful               
disagreements will propel us toward growth. 

Our Sunday Services theme for January reminds us to honor and 
strengthen the connections we have here at the UUCE and in our              
community. It is these connections that will motivate and energize our 
efforts to write our new chapter. 

~Julie Maguire 

http://www.whalecoastak.org/
http://www.whalecoastak.org/
http://www.whalecoastak.org/
http://www.whalecoastak.org/
http://www.whalecoastak.org/


It’s time for a new year!  The RE classes will pick up where they left off 
and continue to follow the UUA curriculum.  The children will also get 
back into their social justice projects, which were a bit neglected due to 
the holidays.  As part of the RE Social Justice program, the children and 
teens will be participating in the Guest at Your Table UUSC                 
Campaign.  The theme for this year is “Woman Leaders, Strong               
Communities”. The RE committee and classes will introduce this           
campaign to the congregation starting Sunday, January 19.  We will 
learn about women leaders who are increasing representation for            
women in their communities, while strengthening access to justice for all. 
During this year’s Guest at Your Table program, please join us to learn 
more about women leaders from UUSC partner organizations taking on 
some of today’s greatest human rights challenges.   

This program runs for four weeks and we will collect any money raised 
Sunday, February 16.  More information will be coming soon about this 
campaign which will help us build awareness about social justice, human 
rights, and strengthen Unitarian Universalist Service Committee's work 
through donations.  If you are interested in finding out more about the 
UUSC, please visit uusc.org. 

~Candace Williams 

Your caring team has been hard at work creating lunches for the 
Upper Room homeless shelter and dinners for Our Neighbor’s 
Place overflow homeless shelter.   

Upcoming ONP dinners are scheduled for January 9 and 22.           
Everyone is welcome to help with preparation, delivery and serving 
of these meals.  We meet at UUCE at 5:30 p.m. the evening of the 
meals for preparation, and deliver to the site of the shelter at 
around 8 p.m.   

Lunches for the Upper Room are prepared each month on the third 
Sunday after the service.  You are invited to join us for this fun           
activity! 

Future card blitzes are scheduled for February 9 and March  8.  Be 
sure to stop by the card table before or after the service and share 
some smiles! 

If you would like to become a member of the Caring Team and 
help with the important work we do, just contact Joanne at            
joanne@uuerie.org or Annette Krusewicz at nnette58@gmail.com.  

 

 

CARING TEAM UPDATE 
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NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 



Annual UUCE           
pancake breakfast is 

coming up on the 
26th of January!  

Pancakes, sausages, 
Hurry Hill maple           
syrup, fruit and             

beverages will be 
served while you      

enjoy a chance to sit 
and relax and enjoy 

good company.  
 

Serving begins at 
9:00 AM.                        

Reservations are          
requested to help with 

planning. Adults 
$7.00, children 12 
and under $4.00,      

children under 3, free.  
 

Tickets will be sold 
after the service on 
the 5th, 12th and 

19th. 
 

PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 
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Redesign Ideas for Yard Sale 2020 
 

The yard sale committee is seeking congregational input into a   
redesign of the yard sale for 2020.  Please provide ideas or    
strategies you think could improve the yard sale in the following 
three categories. 
 

1.  Reduce the stress of the weeklong task of preparing for, and working 
at the yard sale. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Ensure the building aesthetics are not compromised. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Reduce cost of having the sale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you need more room, please feel free to use the back of this form.             
Include the category number. 
 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

February issue is                                                   

Saturday, January 19.                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

January Birthdays 

 02—Diana Ziemniak 

08—Al Richardson 

15—Nancy Brazill 

22—Matthew Jorden 

28—Randy Hurlburt 

   

   

  

Service Attendance: 

 December 1—In a Time of Darkness, We See Light—Regis Sabol—47 adults,  

                      17 children. 

December 8—Bringing Chalica Home—Candace Williams and RE Children—57 adults, 

12 children and teens. 

December 15—Four Agreements—Rev. Charlie—56 adults, 8 children. 

December 22—Brightening the Darkness—Rev. Charlie—56 adults, 8 children. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

January 2020 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Potluck lunch 
after the service 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Upper Room 
Lunch Prep after 
the service. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

PFLAG  7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Homeschool 
Group 12-3 p.m. 

One Table Steering 
Committee 4 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Finance Committee 
4 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Memory Café            
1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café            
1-3 p.m. 

Our Neighbor’s 
Place Dinner Prep 
5:30 p.m. 

Our Neighbor’s 
Place Dinner Prep 
5:30 p.m. 

Death Café      
Organizing 6 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Erie Sisters 6 p.m. 

AA Women’s                
Committee 5 p.m. 

 9:00 a.m. 


