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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

The Beacon 

 

  December 1  In a Time of Darkness, We See Light 

    Service Leader:  Regis Sabol    

   In keeping with our December theme, members of the             

  congregation will share expressions of hope.    

  Musicians: James Pearson, Hannah Olanrewaju,  

  Pat Lorei, Janet Krack.  Potluck lunch after the service. 

December 8  Chalica      
   RE Students and Teachers     
Please join the RE program for our annual celebration of Chalica!  This 

year, Chalica runs from December 2nd through December 8th. On the 

last day of Chalica, December 8th, we will have a multi-generational 

celebratory service that will be led by the RE elementary and teen 

groups.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

December 15  Four Agreements       
 Rev. Charlie                     

Don Miguel Ruiz wrote a fascinating book about how we learn and  

interact.  Our service will consider one aspect of this ancient Toltec 

wisdom.  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 
December 22  Brightening the Darkness      
 Rev. Charlie                                      

What darkness needs more light as the starwheel turns to wintertime? 

Many cultures have found ways to celebrate, and how will you brighten 

lives during the dark time?   Musician:  Jackson Froman.   

December 24  Christmas Eve 7 p.m.        
  Rev. Charlie                           
As we celebrate the birth of a child, we celebrate life 

itself. Start your holiday with community. We will sing 

and listen and share sweets, with anthems and         

readings. Stay for the reception. 

December 29  Hopes for the Future    
 College Students and Rising College Students

 Service Assistant:  Michele Paich  

UUCE young adults will talk about their hopes for the 

future. 

Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes 

Theme for December:  Hope  
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

The other day I drove through my old home town. I went past 

houses I hadn’t seen in years… houses I would only drive by at 

Christmastime. One would be done up with all white lights, and 

another had Santa and a sleigh on the roof.  Still another had 

a small pond in front, and painted plywood skaters would           

appear each December, and always in a different position. My 

nieces and nephew and I would be shooed out of their             

grandparent’s house, and I would cruise through town, trying to 

remember where the house with music was, or the one with the 

chorus-line-sized creche. Stately old mansions would have        

electric candles in every window -- one wondered whether the 

family was banished to a single black-curtained room for the 

evening. Our yearly Christmas lights drive was our family’s first 

tradition of the season and a lasting memory. 

 

When I was in New Orleans, I witnessed the Cajun tradition of 

Christmas Eve bonfires. It seems, Papa Noel and his boat pulled 

by alligators need help finding homes near the Mississippi River, 

so every social group in the Parish builds a bonfire on the        

levee. It’s just one tradition of bayou country Christmas. Here’s another Cajun      

tradition: https://youtu.be/kmjbQvcDbeM (or search for: Cajun night before             

Christmas) 

 

What about your own winter holiday traditions? Do you enjoy getting a tree from a 

particular farm, or having a wrapping party on a particular night?  One friend 

makes lots and lots of Christmas cookies, baked over several nights. The activity 

reminds her of when she was a child, and it is a chance to remember a long gone 

parent, and to pass on the warm feeling of a family tradition. Perhaps you gather 

with friends to sing Christmas Carols, or celebrate Solstice or Yule with a Yule Log 

fire. Maybe the family gathers and lights ceremonial candles, or reads a traditional 

holiday story. 

 

Perhaps you will celebrate Winter Solstice on the 21st, or observe Chalica on the 

evenings of December 1-7, Hanukkah the evenings of December 22-30 or Kwanzaa 

on December 26-January 1. Or maybe this year you will create your own ritual. 

Rituals remind us of our need to gather on dark winter nights and to share warm 

smiles. 

 

I hope UU Erie will be part of your holiday tradition!  Come to the December 8th 

Chalica service… our Unitarian Universalist celebration of the seven principles.  

Come make and decorate gingerbread houses during the second week of          

December.  Join us for our Solstice celebration on the 21st, for Sunday worship on 

the 22nd and for Christmas Eve on the 24th. We often have large numbers of 

guests on the 24th, so consider coming to help (and bringing family too!) Whatever 

your talent, your presence makes the Yuletide gay!  Office Hours:  December 11, 

17,18 and 19 from 10AM to Noon or phone or e-mail for other times. 

          ~Rev Charlie 
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https://youtu.be/kmjbQvcDbeM
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Winter Solstice 
Celebration 

Saturday, December 

21 at 6 PM  

We’ll embrace winter 

and celebrate the 

slow return of the 

light with a bonfire, 

music, a labyrinth, 

and more.  

Bring a treat or dish 

to share if you wish.  

Events are both     

indoors and out, so 

dress accordingly. 

 Merry Yule!  

Due to the way the holiday’s fall this year, there is an early 

deadline for submissions to the January 2020 Beacon.           

Please send all information you would like to be included in    

next month’s newsletter to joanne@uuerie.org by Saturday,              

December 14. 

Thank you, and Happy Holidays!     ~Joanne 

EARLY DEADLINE FOR JANUARY BEACON 

 We need everyone!  What can we imagine for ourselves?   

The Looking Glass Art Project will result in a collaborative art piece 

on the long wall in the Olympia Brown room. We need all voices at 

the workshop meetings in November and December which will help 

the artists Tom Ferraro and Ed Grout design something that we will 

make together in January and February.  In these workshops, we will 

be asked about favorite colors, our history, what is important to us, 

maybe our mission and principles will come up and how those     

affect our lives.  

No artistic ability is needed for these workshops!   

The workshop schedule is as follows, please plan to come to as 

many times as possible. Some workshops are in the evening with a 

light supper; one after a church service on Sunday, plus some 

morning and a Saturday time slot. Each workshop will build from     

previous ones so please put them all in your calendar.   

Bring the kids so their voices are included.  Let us know if you 

need a ride. Upcoming workshops:    

11/30 – 10AM  

12/3 – 6PM 

12/12 – 6PM 

12/15 – NOON 

THE LOOKING GLASS ART PROJECT 



It’s that time of year again—Time for Chalica!  This 

year, we will combine our traditional Chalica             

celebration with some new aspects. The RE classes 

have been hard at work preparing for Chalica this 

year.  They have been exploring what the Seven  

Principles mean and how these Principles tie into    

being a Unitarian Universalist.  We hope that you will 

join us, not only in our culminating Chalica service, 

but also by celebrating throughout the week.  During 

that week, I encourage you to take a moment each 

day to reflect on that day’s Principle and find a way 

to put that Principle into practice.  Not only will you 

be supporting our UU youth, you will also be      

connecting with the rest of our congregation and  

other UU’s  throughout the world.  If you do take the 

time to participate in Chalica this year, please let me 

know.  I would love to share some of the things that 

you did with our RE classes.  I believe the two groups 

would love to know how they inspired you during this 

week.   

As for the classes for the rest of December, Chalica 

rehearsal will be December 1, followed by Chalica on 

December 8. We will have one final class for each 

group December 15,  followed by a free day with 

games and fun on the 22nd. We will not have a class 

on the 29th, instead we will use that time to relax and 

enjoy the last little bit of 2019 with our families.  

Classes will pick up where we left off beginning on 

January 5. 
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NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

mailto:candycorn0612@yahoo.com


 It’s that time of year again 

and the smell of                   

gingerbread baking in the 

oven can only mean one 

thing—Gingerbread Houses! 

  

Please join us, Saturday, 

December 14, from 2 pm to 4 pm in the Olympia Brown Room.  

Bring any pre-baked gingerbread house kit and a pound of  

candy to share!  Frosting, music and popcorn will be provided.  

Interested in hand-crafting your very own house from scratch?  

Then bring your pre-chilled dough (at least 24 hours) to the 

kitchen Wednesday, December 11, at 6 p.m. We will be rolling, 

cutting, baking and assembling with the experts themselves,  

Howard and Jan Krack! 

  

Sign ups for all of this will begin on December 1st after the  

service. Questions?  Email Candace Williams at 

candycorn0612@yahoo.com.  

LET’S  DECORATE! 
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WEST MILLCREEK FOOD PANTRY 

I am so pleased to report that our congregation donated a 

total of $510 to the Food Pantry to be used to buy turkeys 

and all the fixings for their clients.  They are always amazed 

at how generous our small congregation is.   

 

Many thanks to you all! 

 

~Deb DiPlacido 

Book Club will meet 

for a holiday           

get-together at 7 PM 

on December 4 at 

Springhill.  

Please bring a           

favorite holiday book, 

story, song, poem, 

memory, etc. to 

share.  

Hosted by Ann             

Townsend (864-1645) 

and Donna Martin  

(825-4542). 

BOOK CLUB 

mailto:candycorn0612@yahoo.com


A SUCCESSFUL BAZAAR  

What a Success!  Our UUCE Bazaar of Bargains raised 

around $6000 for our UUCE funds!  We also had a   

wonderful evening full of good food, enjoyable company, 

and great bargains.  Thank you goes to all who helped 

make our bazaar a success.  We thank the technical 

people who bought the software, worked the computers 

and slide show, and managed the sound system.  We 

thank the many hands who set up and decorated before 

the bazaar and cleaned up afterwards.  We thank all the 

helpers who worked in the kitchen and in the silent        

auction.  We also had a fantastic auctioneering team who 

got the bids,  recorded them and kept the auction going 

smoothly.  A special thank you goes to my co-chair, 

Michele Paich.  She filled in and assisted in so many 

places!  Many people contributed their assistance to 

make our service auction a success. 

A thank you goes out to all of you who contributed the 

many offerings and bid on the items.  Your generous 

support helped us raised good funds for our UUCE home.  

You also supplied delicious appetizers and desserts which 

we all enjoyed so much.  Hopefully, everyone had a  

wonderful time at our bazaar and came home with some 

great bargains!  Thank you for a fun evening and a great 

fundraiser.  

Edie Cultu  
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Happy and Merry Holidays and excitement for the 

coming year from your dedicated staff!   

 

~Rev. Charlie, Joanne, Jackson, and Candace 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE UUCE STAFF! 
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 ANNUAL GIFT GIVING PROGRAM:  

ERIE DAWN  

ANNUAL GIFT GIVING PROGRAM UPDATE: 

                                                                                

ERIE DAWN 

 

     This year’s Annual Christmas Gift Giving Program with Erie Dawn got off 

to a great start on Sunday, November 17.   

 

We will continue to sign up for gift-giving on Sunday,           

November 24,  December 1, and December 8.  Please read over the             

instructions and choose from the list before you come to sign out your        

ornament.  These instructions are on the round tables in the OB Room, and 

you are encouraged to take them home for  information on how to wrap,        

attach your ornament, and return your gift to church by                             

DECEMBER 15, the deadline.   

 

If you have any questions, contact Mary Lubowicki at 838-2961,                                  

or mplubowicki@yahoo.com.   

 

Thank you for your generosity and making this a special holiday  

for so many in need! 

mailto:mplubowicki@yahoo.com


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

 Please join our Facebook page, Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service  
announcements, upcoming events,             
conversations, words of inspiration                     

and much more. 
For  additional information, please contact 

Kristin Maguire at (krisspins@aol.com). 

December Birthdays 

   

05—Deb DiPlacido 

07—Annette Krusewicz 

10—Kelly Armor 

11—Lyncoln and Quinn Horton-Bowen 

12—Christine Bowen 

12—Lynne Stephens 

24—Lily Hurlburt 

25—Janet Krack 

31—Lisa Balsan 

 

 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

January  issue is                                                   

Saturday, December 14 .                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

 November 3—Flowers for the Dead—Michele Paich and Seigrid Tuttle—65 adults, 10 kids. 

November 10—Life in a Zen Monastery—Rev. Alex Holt—58 adults, 10 children. 

November 17—What Now?  What’s Next? - Richard Williams—60 adults, 10 children. 

November 24—Thanksgiving—Rev. Charlie—60 adults, 14 children. 

 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

AA Women’s 
Group 5 p.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

 

Winter Solstice 
Celebration 6 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

December 2019 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

PFLAG  7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Christmas Eve 
Service 7 p.m. 

Homeschool 
Group 12-3 p.m. 

Looking Glass 
Project Workshop 
6 p.m. 

Looking Glass 
Project Workshop 
6 p.m. 

Looking Glass 
Project Workshop 
Noon 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Potluck lunch 
after the service 

Whispering Lake 
Grove 5 p.m. 

Finance                     
Committee             
4:30 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                
1:30-3 p.m. 

Caring Team              
9:30 a.m. 

Gingerbread House 
Baking 6 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus  Practice 
11:30 a.m.—1:45 
p.m.  

Memory Café            
1-3 p.m. 

One Table              
Steering                      
Committee 4 p.m. 

Memory Café            
1-3 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                         
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Erie Sisters 6:30 p.m. 

Gingerbread House 
Party 2 p.m. 


