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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and 

inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

Theme For September:  Intentions  

September 1  Salute to Labor    
 Service Coordinator: Regis Sabol                                                               
Join us as we celebrate the contributions working men and women have 
made to making America great and remind ourselves that attacks on the          
dignity of labor threaten those hard-fought gains.  Doug Michali will talk to us 
about “UE & Wabtec: A Struggle to Keep Good Jobs in Erie.”                                   
Musician: Jan Woods.  

 

September 8   Water Ingathering     
 Rev. Charlie Dieterich leads                           
An all-ages celebration.  Our monthly theme of “Intentions” will energize the 
story of the original “Water Ceremony” and learn how a hymn can change the 
world.  Everyone is invited to gather water from an important water source in 
their lives-- the sink at Grandma's nursing home, a vacation, Lake Erie.  Bring 
less than an ounce in a plastic bottle to the Sept. 8 service; we will pour it         
together into a common bowl.  Jackson plays. 

Not only that… We moved our monthly potluck to this Sunday so we can          
celebrate together during the social hour! 

  

September 15  Intentions and Actions     
  Rev. Charlie and the UUCE Elected Board Members                              
join in a reflection on our congregation’s intentions for the next year.  We will 
begin Religious Education classes by blessing the hands of our teachers. 

We follow the service with conversations on the many ways you can become 
involved in our congregation’s programs.  

 

September 22  Good Intentions Are Not Enough 
 Guest speaker: David González, Chief Executive Officer of  
    Erie’s St. Martin Center.  (biography on page 5) 
 

Service Coordinator: Al Richardson.  Musician: Jackson Froman 
 

 

September 29 An African Griot in Erie: How Music   
      Brings Us Together  
 Speaker:  Tasana Camara (see biography on page 5) 

Many West African societies have a griot, or jelibah, who are musical               
arbitrators and oral historians. To serve as a jelibah, one must have deep    
connections to spiritual, social, or political powers and one's music is a               
conduit to recreate history and  heal relationships. Kelly Armor will lead this 
service with Tasana Camara, a jelibah from Guinea now living in Erie. Expect 
lively drumming and music on the kora (a 21-stringed harp) and Tasana's 
handmade marimbas. 

7180 Perry Highway, Erie                          Mail to:  PO Box 3495                                814-864-9300       uuerie.org  



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

September begins a new congregational year.  Children’s RE classes begin, 
music and coffee hour (or juice or tea) provided by Hospitality volunteers,  
chances to show off your cooking with our potlucks and make lunches for 
the Upper Room – UUCE is back and hope you are too.  We even get to    
welcome a new Director of Religious Education! 

Each month we have a theme word to guide Sunday Service topics and perhaps other activities 
on our calendar.  This month the Sunday Services Committee has us starting with 
“Intentions.”   

In Buddhism the path to enlightenment includes having right intentions, including the             
intention to renounce desires, to have good will, and to not harm others.   

In Unitarian Universalism the concept of intention lives deep in our principles.   We “covenant 
to affirm and promote” them, and that covenant is a covenant of intentions such as “The goal 
of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all.”  We do not covenant to make               
ourselves prosperous, or grow our congregations – those would be a desires.  Instead we work 
with intention, and the outcomes are as they are.  

This month we will turn our attention to the world beyond Erie.  We will spend four Sundays 
singing the prayer/song “Spirit of Life” in Spanish.  Our intention is not to sound professional, 
but rather to notice that  Carolyn McDade’s plea for strength applies to many people from  
Central America to our own southern border and around the world.  May we do it as a singing 
meditation. 

This summer Rev. Sunshine Wolfe returned to work with the Board and Committee on               
Ministry helping us understand communication with compassion.  We used a set of statements 
from a book called “Closing the Circle” by David R. McMahill.  He wrote a series of “I                  
statements”: 

- I tell my own story, and let others tell theirs. 

- I avoid “awfulizing” negative experiences. 

- I say what needs to be said to the one who needs to hear it. 

- I devote at least as much energy to careful listening as to careful speaking 

- If something prompts anger in me, I report it honestly in a way that invites positive solutions. 

- I refrain from blaming and shaming 

If our gatherings find us using these statements, how much more joy will there be in the               
journey?  Stay tuned for a wider workshop in the future. 

September calls us to begin some longer-term planning tasks.   

- To have a merry Christmas Eve, I want to form a Christmas Eve team.  Now is the time to be 
creative. 

- The November 9 Service Auction date offers you time to think about what you might offer in 
the catalog. 

- Mark your calendar with Saturday, Nov. 2. We host a  UUA workshop on how to do                  
Stewardship campaigns differently… maybe even stress free?   

- And I am hoping we have a group to plan the October 27 service, and perhaps have a             
Halloween Parade and Pumpkin Carving after-- let’s have fun together.   

- Closer in, on Thursday, September 5 at 1 PM, the Memory Cafe will have a guest presenter 
from the Erie Zoo.  Tom is asking for extra helpers on that day.  This would be an ideal day for 
you to try out this weekday program.  Photographers especially welcome. 

Blessings on the new school year! 

Rev. Charlie 
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SEPTEMBER 
POTLUCK 

The first potluck in 
September will be the  

second Sunday,                              
September 8 .   

 
We may even be  

roasting corn, and we 
may ask you to bring            
picnic baskets with  

your table settings as 
well as a dish to share, 

any musical                 
instrument you favor 

for a mini jam session, 
and games for the 

kids, and lawn chairs 
so we can sit around 
and chat after lunch.  
Sort of like the corn 
roasts of  the past, a 
chance to reconnect 

after the summer and 
to enjoy a sunny             

afternoon together.             
If the weather is wet 
instead of sunny, we 

can shelter in the 
Olympia Brown room, 
play the instruments 
in the sanctuary, and 

have games for the 
kids in the classrooms.   

 
Notice this is still a big 
MAYBE, depending on 

all the elements                
coming together.  We 

(the hospitality             
committee) will keep 

you posted and         
updated in the weekly 
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If a year was tucked inside a clock, then autumn 
would be the magic hour. ~Victoria Erickson 

 

Although the calendar says autumn begins on 
September 23, the first day of a new school year 
and the Water Communion at the UUCE mark 
the beginning of fall for me. Sharpened pencils, 
unbroken crayons, and sheets and sheets of 

blank paper hold the magic of possibility. Water gathered from near 
and far tells the stories of our individual journeys and our desire to 
join together for another magical adventure.  

Our Religious Education program will begin this month with our  
newly-hired Director of Religious Education, Candace Williams. The 
Religious Education Committee, of which Candace has been an active 
member, has chosen a new curriculum and a social justice focus that 
will provide a magical year for our children and youth. 

The Sunday Services Committee has chosen the theme of “Intentions” 
to begin this church year. There is magic in our intentions. Unlike 
goals that can be carefully planned, systematically executed, and 
quantitatively measured, intentions come from within us and are                
given to the universe with the hope that what is returned is loving and 
kind. Autumn is the perfect time to express both our intentions and 
consider our goals for the coming year. 

After the service on September 15, we will hold an “Intentions and  
Actions Fair”. Our intention is to share with the congregation                 
information about all of the wonderful programs, activities, and 
events that happen at the UUCE with the hope that people with be 
motivated to more fully participate in making them successful. Our 
goal is to create teams, fill committees, and receive feedback so we can 
plan a productive and fulfilling year. We hope you will spend a few 
extra minutes with us on that date and share your intentions for the 
future of our congregation and the actions you are willing to take to 
make those hopes and dreams come true.  

Together, we create the magic that is the Unitarian Universalist               
Congregation of Erie. What can we do to make each other’s church 
experience more magical? 

 

Happy autumn! 

Julie Maguire 

PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 



SAVE THE DATE! 
  

Saturday,                     
November 9 

 
A Bazaar of                     

Bargains  
UUCE Service              

Auction  
 

On Saturday,                          
November 9,                        

plan on coming to the 
best bazaar in                

Northwest                             
Pennsylvania!   

 
You will find                      

tremendous bargains 
for your dinars or                  

dollars.  Start thinking 
now of what you will 

offer for sale.  More info 
and donation forms 
coming in the next     

Beacon.   
 

Mark the date now - 
November 9! 

 
Don’t forget to collect 
on last year’s auction 
treasures before your 

time runs out in                 
November. 
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   Children are the living messages we send to a time we will not see. 
~Neil Postman 

 

Hello!  I am very excited to be taking over the children’s RE program and 
hope to make it something we can all be proud of. In order to do that, I need 
your help!  If we want our UU church in Erie to thrive, we need to invest time 
and energy into our youth.  I also encourage you to reach out to those who 
have relatives or friends with children to let them know about our religious 
education and introduce them to the programs we will be starting.   

This year we will be following the curriculum developed by the UUA for both 
the elementary and middle school youth.  The Religious Education             
Committee has selected Signs of Our Faith: Being UU Everyday from the  
Tapestry of Faith curricula for the elementary class.  The Signs of Our Faith 
curricula will educate our youth to recognize many of the signs and rituals 
found within the UU religion.  This program also guides children to do their 
best to live faithful lives every day. It presents fourteen traits or values that 
most Unitarian Universalists love, including the quest for knowledge,                   
reverence for life, supporting one another on our faith journeys, and public 
witness. By learning the traits and values we hold dear, the children will be 
able to relate them to their daily lives.   

The middle school will be participating in a program called Heeding the Call, 
also developed by the UUA, which will focus on exploring qualities that help 
us create a better world and experience how those qualities are reflected in 
our lives. Heeding the Call is a social justice curriculum that not only explores 
linked oppressions in our society, but also encourages personal growth in             
values that counteract the marginalization of others.  They will then be           
encouraged to grow these qualities and use them in the world.  If you would 
like to take a look at the curriculum, you can find the elementary program at 
https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs and the middle school              
program is at https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/call.   

In addition to this new curricula, we have also decided to dedicate part of the 
month to a social justice issue that will be determined by each class.  The            
elementary will participate in several different projects over the course of the 
year while the middle school youth will identify, develop and implement their 
own social justice project that will focus on a local issue.  The children will 
also be presenting what they are working on to the congregation at regular 
intervals, so please ask them about their projects and what they have been 
working on in their classes.  This helps to promote their sense of being a part 
of our congregation and develops their leadership skills.  If this sounds like 
something you would like to be a part of, and you already have clearances, let 
me know so I can put you on the schedule!  If you don’t currently have           
clearances, please consider joining us!  This program depends on volunteers 
like you and due to the new curricula, won’t require too much of your time 
because it is all planned out for us.   

If there is a specific issue you would like to help with, have suggestions or 
have thought of something you think would be a useful addition to our          
program, please don’t hesitate to contact me.   

Thank you!  

~Candace Williams 

 
  

NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/signs
https://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/call


BIOGRAPHY OF DAVID GONZALEZ, M.S.,  
OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON SEPTEMBER 22 

  
David came to Erie from Puerto Rico in December 1986.  He and his 
wife Jena and their children David and Maya live in the city of 
Erie.  With bachelor and master degrees in psychology from Gannon 
University, David has worked in Erie’s nonprofit sector for over 20 
years, always with the ultimate goal of helping those in need.  He began 
by providing direct services to children and eventually progressed to 
executive level positions.  Twelve years ago, while still working in the 
nonprofit sector, David served on Erie City Council.   
 
David’s personal and professional experiences serve him well for his 
role as CEO of St. Martin Center, Inc., a Catholic Charities                         
organization.  The Center’s Mission is “Strengthening lives and                 
supporting our community by providing immediate assistance,                  
education and long-term services, consistent with our Catholic                  
values.”  Its Vision is “All people have access to the resources 
they need to reach their goals.  We are proud to serve Erie County 
families and individuals each day with programs that help meet their 
most basic needs and programs that help them to ultimately become 
more self-sufficient.” 

A native of Guinea, Tasana Camara comes from a long line of           
well-known West African musicians who play traditional Mandinka 
music on hand-made instruments. Tasana makes and plays an             
African harp called the Kora, a wooden  xylophone called the 
Balafon, and the various drums of the Mandinka. Tasana has                
performed professionally throughout the world including appearing 
with the Ballet Senegal and the National  Ballet of Guinea and a   
Carnegie Hall performance with the Chicago Arts Orchestra.  

In 1990 to 2003 he was part of the 10-member Guinean supergroup 
Fatala. This ensemble, based out of Holland, toured extensively        
throughout Europe.  In 2005, he came to America at the invitation 
of the University of Florida. Since 2012 his base in the U.S. is Oil 
City. He is in demand for workshops and residencies at universities, 
high schools and elementary schools in Northwest PA.  

To him, music is a way to bring people  together. His training in Guinea as a traditional  griot, or 
jelibah, prepared him to heal relationships and create peace using music. Highly intuitive,  Camara 
combines high energy music with a gentle personality and he is equally at home with preschoolers, 
teens, college students and senior citizens.    

BIOGRAPHY OF TASANA CAMARA,  OUR GUEST                
SPEAKER ON SEPTEMBER 29 
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UUCE CO-SPONSORING                                                          

JEFFERSON EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY               

SEPTEMBER 30TH PROGRAM 

 The United States incarcerates more people, in both absolute numbers and per capita, than any other nation in 
the world. The American Civil Liberties Union Campaign for Smart Justice is a multiyear effort to reduce the 
U.S. jail and prison population by 50 percent and to combat racial disparities in the criminal justice system. In 
an effort to end mass incarceration, the Smart Justice Campaign addresses sentence reform, bail reform,               
prosecutorial reform, parole and release, and re-entry. Join ACLU Senior Field Organizer Terrell Thomas to 
gain an understanding of the Campaign for Smart Justice in Pennsylvania and throughout the nation. 

This Campaign for Smart Justice program, at JES on Monday, Sept. 30 from 7 to 8:30 PM, is free and open to 
the public.  Co-sponsors include ACLU-PA Northwest Chapter, NAACP Erie Branch, Gannon University’s               
Criminal Justice Program, and Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie. 
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LIBRARY UPDATE 

The library shelves have become a self-cataloging, search-friendlier aid to finding information and resources.  
We installed more labels to identify  topic sections.  Within each topic section, the books are (or should be!)             
arranged alphabetically by author.  BUD-H, for example, is the spine label on any book by Buddhist Thich Naht 
Hanh.  The section for Unitarian and  Universalist and combinations thereof  is still a scramble of various labels 
so you may have to browse through a lot of “U...” to find a particular relatively current book.  Older or “classic” 
UU books, including children's, have their own shelves on the south (parking lot) wall,.  Where space permits, 
the shelf label is at the left end of the topic section rather than under the middle. 
 
A few shelves are reserved  for board resources and records and for Sunday services and ministry resources.  
They are labeled accordingly.  Those, and older Unitarian/Universalist books, are on the south side of the room. 
Some lower shelves on that side hold photos and memorabilia still to be sorted. (If anyone would like to identify 
old photos, have at it!)  Oversize books are on a bottom south shelf beside the music section.  The most westerly 
bookcase contains work in progress.   
 
The library collection has grown thanks to many, many donors, mostly among our congregation and ministers.  
Thanks to all who re-home their books for our use.  The main general guideline is that the book fits into one of 
our categories.  It should be less than twenty years old or be by a prominent author and  likely to remain                  
relevant. 
 
Using the library is sort of like driving a car.  Learn by doing.  And please use the sign-out book which resides on 
a middle shelf, south side when you borrow a book and when you return it.  Remember, the year is part of the 
date.  Please put returned books in their proper category and alphabetic place.   
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The first rehearsal of our UUCE Choir will be on Sunday morning, September 15 at 9 AM 
sharp.  We will rehearse every Sunday morning except the first Sunday of the month and 
plan to sing for at least one if not two services each month. 

If you enjoy singing you are welcome to join us.  Professional experience not necessary. 
Pat Lorei, conducting and Jackson Froman at the piano, keep things moving.  Come give 
us a try. If you have questions, give Pat a call at 881-2754 

 UUCE CHOIR BEGINNING 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

 Please join our Facebook page, Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service  
announcements, upcoming events,             
conversations, words of inspiration                     

and much more. 
For  additional information, please contact 

Kristin Maguire at (krisspins@aol.com). 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 

September Birthdays 

   

01—Colman Scanlan-Duro 

03—Michele Rupp 

05—Linda Burfield 

15—Hannah Cedzo 

16—Chris Duro 

18—Lisa Nathanson 

21—Bob Rhodes 

24—Liz Yount 

25—Barb Brennan 

29—Ann Townsend 

29—Lynne Brown 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

October issue is                                                   

Saturday, September 21 .                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

08/04/19—UU Internship at the UN—Danieh Foltz—41 adults, 2 children. 

08/11/19—Listening and Reflecting—Dixie Morrow—26 adults. 

08/18/19—A Sense of Community—Rev. Charlie—42 adults. 

08/25/19—Quaker Service—46 adults—2 children. 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

September 2019 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.—
water                           
communion 

Potluck lunch 
after the service 

  

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. and 
Committee Fair 
after the service 

  

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

  

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Upper Room 
Sack Lunches 
Prepared after 
the service 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

  

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

  

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

  

Homeschool 
Group 12-3 p.m. 

One Table Steering 
Committee 4 p.m. 

Finance Committee 
5:30 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Membership 
Committee                
6:30 p.m. 

 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6-9 p.m. 

Girl Scouts 1:30-3 
p.m. 

Girl Scouts 1:30-3 
p.m. 

Girl Scouts 1:30-3 
p.m. 

Girl Scouts 1:30-3 
p.m. 

Memory Café 1-3 
p.m. 

Memory Café 1-3 
p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Erie Sisters 6:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Whispering Lake 
Grove Event All Day 
Full Facility 

Erie Outing Club                   
7-9 p.m. 

Birthday Party                   
4-6 p.m.                    

Homeschool Science 
Class 1-3 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 4-6 p.m.            


