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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

August 4  UU Internship at the UN  
    Speaker:  Danieh Foltz  

Danieh speaks about her UU Internship at the UN. 

 

August 11  Listening and Reflecting  
     Speaker:  Dixie Morrow 

 

August 18  A Sense of Community  

    Speaker:  Rev. Charlie               

Our hymn “We Would Be One” says: “We would be one 

in living for each other to show to all a new                        

community.”  How do we get a sense of that                             

community?  What “bends our hearts and points us on 

our way.”?  Come share the work. 

 

August 25  Quaker Service    
    Speaker:   Linda Williams 
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Theme for August:  Speaking from the Heart. 



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

This month’s topic is,  “Speaking From the Heart” 

Did you notice the “Lights for Liberty” vigils held this July?  
They were in support of ethical treatment of immigrants and 
asylum seekers-- hundreds of them across the country.  The 
vigils had an  interesting premise.  They did not disrupt, in 
the way a “sit-in” would.  They were not created to raise   
money or promote a  political candidate.  They did not mourn 
a specific individual, as a memorial vigil might.  Instead, they 
provided a chance for heart-centered expression.   

Their mission statement said:  “We are moved to mobilize with anyone: moms, dads, and 
people of moral conscience who cannot stand to see families and communities de-
stroyed.”  (https://www.facebook.com/lights4liberty/) 

Photos from them declared: “Immoral”, “Don’t Look Away” and “No Kids in Cages.”  (per 
USA Today)  And other hand-made signs created person-to-person links to the viewer. 

I am reminded of the 2011 events called “Occupy,” especially how people were moved to 
create signs about their own lives… spoken from the heart.  “I am the 99%...,” they               
began, and then they listed their hopes and fears and sadness.  The statistics had a face, 
they were personal. 

You may feel differently, and that’s what this article is about!  How do you listen to what 
your heart is feeling?  How can you translate into words what your heart wants to             
communicate?  What is a whole-hearted understanding you long to share?    

Have you seen photographs of the Memphis sanitation workers whose signs declared “I 
AM AMAN?”  This simple, seemingly obvious message was the motivation for this            
article.  When I saw it, it spoke directly to me, and my heart went out to the protesters.  
Labor Day is coming, a day set aside to celebrate the messages of organized workers:  the 
demand for safe workplaces, creating time to live life after 40 hours of labor, wages suffi-
cient for family life.  Each of these needs is heart centered.  They were not presented as 
negotiable posturings; they were not head-games to gain advantage, just as Lights for 
Liberty gathered for “moral conscience” and Occupy protesters spoke of their own lives.  
Labor Day can be a celebration of collective heart-centered action.  Mutual                        
understanding of our human needs.   

What is your truth?  If you were to make a poster with your heart’s testimony on it, what 
would it say?  Say the poster began:  “My heart wants to say...”  What words would you 
want others to hear, heart-to-heart?  On these hot August days, why not keep a pad of 
paper handy, and jot down ideas.  Then get artistic and design a poster for your personal 
vigil. 

I am still working on mine, perhaps: “My heart wants to say a world motivated by joy is 
more powerful than one motivated by fear” 

It’s a bit wordy, but it’s only July! 

Happy reflecting. 

Rev. Charlie 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
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Summer has truly arrived. Now to keep it from rushing by. The lawn and                

plantings look good. Gives the place an appearance of care. Pat Beckwith and his 

crew have made a defined difference. Larry Wander’s blue spruces have been 

planted, in line with the Norwegian spruces. Hopefully, they will take in what can 

only be described as poor soil. There’s lots of clay.  

At the moment, I'm the lame-duck president. After spending two terms on the 

board and three of those years as president, I'm pondering, what next? I touched 

on that subject in last month's Beacon article,  but I was too busy to comment 

with the end of the year meeting and budget to finish. Now we are here.  

I still have the Building & Grounds position to keep me busy. Thankfully, the               

ad-hoc Aesthetics Committee has given us a plan for sprucing up and                        

reorganizing the interior of the building.   Some members of the congregation 

have responded to our call for  donations to the aesthetics project. We have          

discussed using the UUCE Building Fund to make up the difference. Recently, I 

had a eureka moment as I was researching last years' budget results. I'll share 

that when other board and  finance members confirm or disprove my findings. 

We either need to restore the parking lot as we have in the past, or replace it with 

an entirely different surface.   Finally, the exterior of the building could use a coat 

of stain.  

The UUCE received five responses to our ad for a DRE.  I'm on the outside             

looking in, so I’m not sure how the consideration/interview process is going.  

Our previous DRE’s have told us that the position is extremely stressful.                     

Between their busy private lives and the demands of the DRE position, there       

appears to be a burnout factor. All of the RE teachers and volunteers were/are 

made up from the congregation. They also feel the press of keeping up in busy, 

multi-pull, day to day lives. Modern life keeps collapsing time. I sometimes think 

back to a congregational meeting when a response to a budget question was that 

many tasks that were performed by volunteers are now performed by staff. I offer 

no solutions or answers, but I do wish to keep the UUCE membership engaged in 

conversation/consideration what it takes to support RE and the people engaged 

in making it happen.  

Erie Gives Day is scheduled for August 13th, 2019. For the past two years, I've             

donated a share of my yearly pledge through this event. The funds donated to our 

organization, the UUCE, are grouped together and a small percentage of money 

is added to the total donations received and returned to the UUCE by check. It is 

a painless way to add a little extra to your pledge to the congregation. After se-

lecting the UUCE as your charity, remember to type in the amount and in the 

memo field, write how the amount should be credited— either pledge, donation, 

or gift.  One member has asked if donations can be made to the Aesthetics              

project through Erie Gives Day. The answer is, definitely!   Just remember to 

write Aesthetics Project donation in the memo line.  

It has been an exciting adventure as president of the board.  Thank you for your 

patience and help the last three years. Now to rebuild those exterior water             

faucets! 

~Doug 
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There will be 
no corn roast this year.  
 
After more than thirty 
years, Howard and Janet 
are taking a break from 
hosting this annual event.  
 
If someone would like to 
step up to co-host this 
event next year, all of the 
equipment and details are 
available.  
 
Meanwhile, please                
continue to have small or 
large summer picnics and 
gatherings. 
 
            Thanks,  
 
  Howard and Jan 

ATTENTION!  

MARK TUESDAY, AUGUST 13                                        
ON YOUR CALENDAR! 

This day of support for local nonprofits will be held on Tuesday, August 
13  from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. online at www.eriegives.org.  Why donate on 
this day?   The Erie Community Foundation and their sponsors will         
enhance donors’ gift by providing a prorated match to each gift 
made.              

Donating is easy.  Log on to www.eriegives.org between 8 a.m. and 8 
p.m.; have a Visa, MasterCard, or Discover card handy.  Look up The 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie.  Decide how much you 
would like to donate; there is a $25 minimum donation but the                    
maximum is up to you.  The website allows you to donate to up to 10              
local nonprofits in one transaction.  As always, we are listed as “The  
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie.”   

This year, please be sure to designate in the memo field of the 
donation page where you would like to apply your donation, 
either to your pledge, as a donation to the aesthetics project, 
or as a gift. 

If you do not have a credit card, please follow the following procedure.  If 
you need a copy of the donation form, we can print one for you to mail.   

• Checks must be made out to The Erie Community Foundation. 

• All check donations must be accompanied by a Check Donation 
Form. 

• Checks must be delivered to The Erie Community Foundation (459 
West 6th Street, Erie, PA 16507) no later than Monday, August 12, 
2019. 

The UUCE will receive the donations through the Erie Community     
Foundation during a check presentation ceremony.  Your gift will be put 
to work immediately.  We will continue the work of our congregation—
community service projects, strengthening our committees, and helping 
our members become more involved in UUCE, OMD, and UUA                 
activities.   

Please donate on this special day! 

http://www.eriegives.org
http://www.eriegives.org
https://www.eriegives.org/files/erie-gives-check-contribution-form
https://www.eriegives.org/files/erie-gives-check-contribution-form
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Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

 Please join our Facebook page, Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service  
announcements, upcoming events,             
conversations, words of inspiration                     

and much more. 
For  additional information, please contact 

Kristin Maguire at (krisspins@aol.com). 

August Birthdays 

   

01—Leigh Kostis 

10—Peggy Puleo 

18—Michele Paich 

22—Howard Krack 

22—Betty Young 

 

 

      

  

Service Attendance: 

06/30/19—Pride:  Beyond Understanding—Rev. Charlie—44 adults. 

07/07/19—Independence Day, Our Way—Regis and Ginny Sabol—33 adults. 

07/14/19—Life Inside a Cult—Barbara Winner—49 adults—1 child. 

07/21/19—Forensic Art—Michelle Vitale—40 adults—2 children. 

 07/28/19—If Life is a Game, These are the Rules—Lynne Stephens—20 adults— 4 children.  
  Also, Journey to Chautauqua—8 attended. 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

September issue is                                                   

Saturday, August 17 .                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 



August 2019 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Alcoholics                 
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 

Alcoholics                 
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 

Alcoholics                 
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 

Alcoholics                 
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

  

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

  

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

  

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

  

Girl Scouts                 
1:30-3 p.m. 

  

Girl Scouts                 
1:30-3 p.m. 

  

Girl Scouts                 
1:30-3 p.m. 

  

Girl Scouts                 
1:30-3 p.m. 

  

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

  

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

  

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

  

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

  

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

   

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

  

Alcoholics                 
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 

Memory Café 1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café 1-3 p.m. 

One Table Steering 
Committee 4 p.m. 

Erie Sisters                
6:30 p.m. 

Whispering Lake 
Grove 5 p.m. 

Homeschool 
Group 12-3 p.m. 

Homeschool 
Group 12-3 p.m. 

Finance Committee 
4:30 p.m. 

8 a.m.-8 p.m. 


