
The Beacon 
  

July 2019 

Minister: 

Reverend Charlie Dieterich 

 

President: 

Doug Russell 

 

UUCE Board Secretary: 

 John Galle-Boyko 

 

UUCE Board Members: 

Mary Beth McCarthy 

Julie Maguire 

Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 

Ron Brown 

Wendy Ormond 

Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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Sunday Services—  start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.  

July 7  Independence Day…Our Way!                                            
Join us as we celebrate the American experiment in democracy in    
music, song, and poetry.  Service Leader: Regis Sabol.  Asst. Service 
Leader: Ginny Sabol.  Music: UUCE All-Star Band 

 

July 14  Life in a Cult 
Barbara Winner, a member of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Jamestown, NY, will share her experiences. As Barbara writes, "To 
those on the outside, the religion I was a member of for 40 years 
seems like nothing more than a group of people with some odd beliefs. 
I will discuss why it is a dangerous mind-controlling cult and give some 
insights into what life is like on the inside." Barbara will also be               
available to answer questions during our coffee hour. 

 

July 21  Forensic Portraiture    
 Speaker:  Michele Vitale (biography on page 4) 

 Many people don't know the types and uses of forensic art and what 
goes into the making of a human reconstruction. Michelle will explain 
several forensic applications and will visually lead us through some of 
the cases she has dealt with. 

    

July 28  Two Service Opportunities:      
   Journey to Chautauqua or   
    Informal Service at UUCE        
We will travel to the Chautauqua Institution for the UU service in the 
Hall of Philosophy.  The speaker will be Matt Asprin, Chautauqua 
award 2019 recipient.  Before studying for the UU Ministry, Matt               
enjoyed a successful business career.  Matt is attracted to Buddhism 
and the teachings of Thic Nhat Hahn.  He currently lives in Seattle, WA 
with his daughter.  
 
If you wish to carpool, we will leave from the church parking lot at 8 
a.m. The Chautauqua service begins at 9:30 a.m. After the service, we 
can spend time wandering around the grounds, having lunch and               
visiting the Unitarian  Universalist House. Parking in the Chautauqua 
lot is free until 2 p.m. 
 
Alternatively, there will be an informal service at UUCE at 10:30 a.m.,  
led by Lynne Stephens.     



MINISTER’S YEAR END REPORT JUNE 2019 
 

Has it really been a whole year?  When I think back on this year, I wonder where the time has gone. 
My time with UU Erie began with a short outdoor service before Howard Krack’s team fed us at the 
congregation’s Corn Roast on Peninsula, complete with pot luck food.  The day was perfect and the 
children welcomed me warmly with a heart I still keep in my office. 

One of the first tasks for the fall was to work with the board to determine my areas of concentration 
for the year ahead.  We also established what half-time ministry would look like: here two weeks, 
then gone.  Recognizing that I needed to plan, both the Board and Sunday Services Committee 
agreed to consistent meeting days and times, simplifying my life a little. 

In September, we held Water Communion, Teacher Hand blessing and “Meet the Minister” session 
after a service.  Board President Doug Russell and I went to “Board Development Day in Akron, 
meeting the UUA regional staff most involved with UUCE.  We brought back the “RACI Model” (or 
RASCI) for planning projects in a way that we know what role each person has.  (Responsible, Ac-
countable to, Consult, Inform of results, and maybe S=Support.)  This model came up again during 
the Ministerial Startup. 

In October, we Carved Pumpkins, organized with Julie and Kristen Maguire and many creative 
carvers! This was an opportunity for me to get to know members in a less formal setting and to    
create jack-o-lanterns for Halloween.  There was also a joint service with Rev. Charles Brock in 
Girard. 

One thing I’ve been trying with the board is to have policy discussions in a “needs first way.”  That 
means we first state what need we want to satisfy, then talk about approaches.  So, instead of start-
ing with “Let’s carve pumpkins” we might say “let’s find a way to get together informally and appre-
ciate the artistic talents of all ages!” and then think of what might do that.  

In November, we held the first workshop, this one on “Welcoming,” led by Julie Maguire and me.  
We considered the experience of newcomers on Sunday morning and their expectations and needs.  
Welcoming, along with Pastoral Care to Members and Worship, was one of the areas of                          
concentration the Board gave me.  

December included both Chalica (led by Susan Galle-Boyko), a Winter Solstice celebration (by Lisa 
Balsan, Carla Mayhugh, Brian Hed and Roberta McCall) and Christmas Eve, a group effort – in-
cluding Pat Lorei and the Choir -- which attracted one of our largest crowds of the year.  I also 
worked on holding Small Group Ministry sessions, but these did not reach critical mass, and so they 
were suspended.  

Our Ministerial Startup in January was facilitated by Rev. Sunshine Wolfe, from the Central East 
Region.  There were two sessions, Friday evening and Saturday.  Over one third of the membership 
attended at least one session.  The “Startup” helped us to consider how we could work together.  

We formed a Communications Team to study how we communicate-- Facebook, Website, Twitter, 
Newsletter.  The group has continued to meet monthly, revising our website and adding tweets and 
Facebook groups.   We held a “Membership Process Workshop” to examine our processes, with  
seven members.  In February, Dixie Morrow, Julie Maguire and Al Richardson led a service on 
“Incluusion” reading worship elements from Unitarians of color supplied by BLUU (Black Lives of 
UU.) 

Edie Cultu organized “March Meal Madness,” a month of pot luck dinners in homes during the 
month.  Again, participation was high.  And then in April, there were two big events: The UUA               
Region held a “Small and Mighty” gathering in Jamestown, NY, for leaders to compare notes, and 
Leigh Kostis and Edie Cultu kicked off a successful Stewardship Campaign “Building a Bridge to 
Tomorrow.”  And then in May, we celebrated community and UU History with the Flower          
Communion. 

And the year will end in June with the Pride Parade and the Annual Meeting… what a whirlwind!  
And then there are all the other things that this congregation did when I was away.  Let me say that 
I enjoy hearing about and reading of your successes (and experiments) even if I can’t attend them.  
This has been a wonderful year getting to know each other, and I have great expectations for the 
year ahead.              
     ~Rev. Charlie   2 



PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
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The deadline for the August Beacon is a week early due to my absence from 

the office the week of the 22nd.  Please send all content you wish to be              

included in the August Beacon to joanne@uuerie.org by Saturday, July 13.   

Thank you! 

 

~Joanne 

A new beginning rises from an ending. Moving out of the position of                 

president of the board brings me to wonder which action plan needs help. 

Where can I focus my  energies? To which of the many opportunities can I               

contribute?  

I considered listing all the “to do” items that languish in my inbox and                

inhabit my curiously active thoughts in the middle of the night, but that’s 

not happening.  

I considered listing all the completed and celebrated events of the past year, 

but Rev Charlie's article presents those in such a way that I experienced a  

moment of elation.  

As a caretaker leader, I wonder if I have let us drift too far from a goal that 

doesn't appear with great clarity at the moment:  the Seven Principles of the 

UUA, the UUCE Covenant, and the Guiding Principles of the UUCE.  These                 

statements form a framework but not a focal point or objective. These                 

concepts are actually quite difficult to sustain in my day-to-day activities, 

and in our faith, there is neither reward nor punishment. Consequences yes, 

but no gold star.  

It has always been quite satisfying for me to support the UUCE and its               

doggedly determined members and friends.   We all work tirelessly to relieve 

the suffering and injustices that plague society. This is the reason I'm a 

member.  

See you next Sunday. 

~Doug 

BEACON ANNOUNCEMENT 



Well, Summer is here and the kids are out of school.  That means that the              
children of the Food Pantry clients may be getting less food at home due 
to missing lunch and possibly breakfast.  Therefore, I’m  requesting that 
you include items that would be healthful for the kids.  The Pantry says 
they are in special need of cereals.  Many stores have their own brand of 
cereal which is just as good but way cheaper than national brands.  So 
here are some suggestions for the summer months.  You are welcome to 
continue to donate food, toiletries, and household products, but please 
give priority to the following: 

 

• Cereals (please watch the sugar content—no Fruit Loops-type                   
cereals) 

• Peanut Butter 

• Canned fruits 

• Canned tuna 

• Canned chicken 

• Baked beans 

• Canned Chili 

 

Also remember that the collection baskets have been moved, and I hope 
that out of sight does not lead to out of mind.  They are now located                   
under the coat racks by the wooden pew. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Deb DiPlacido 

WEST MILLCREEK FOOD PANTRY 
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August 4—Danieh Foltz 

speaks about her UU 

Internship at the UN. 

August 11—Tackling the 

Impossible with guest 

speaker Joseph           

Bednarik. 

August 18—A Sense of 

Community with Rever-

end Charlie. 

August 25—Quaker             

Service with guest 

speaker Linda Williams. 

UPCOMING 
SUMMER 

LITE                        
SERVICES 

Michelle Vitali receive her Masters of Fine Arts from the New York Academy 
of Art and is currently a professor of anatomy and scientific illustration at 
Edinboro University.  

She is a founding Fellow of Edinboro’s Institute for Forensic Sciences and 
has worked on legal and historic cases in the U.S.,  Europe and Central 
America. 

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON JULY 21 
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YARD SALE THANK YOU! 

More than 70 UUCErs, plus family and friends, participated in the 30th 
annual yard sale.  We welcomed 893 bargain hunters.  The break room 
offered an opportunity for "face time"  and sustenance. Sale day worker 
food was out-of-this-world delicious.  The last sale remnants were 
packed away in classroom D before 6 PM, Saturday, thanks to sufficient 
fresh workers who magically appeared at 2 o’clock, and many tired 
ones who carried on.  Even though we had fewer items to sell, our              
revenue before expenses exceeded that of the previous two years, and 
we anticipate fewer expenses.  We captured some data that could be 
useful to  make any future fundraisers less stressful.  Lynne and Dixie 
are coordinating dispersal of the remnants.   Summer is here! 
    

~Dixie 
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The Memory Café is on break for the month of July.   

We will return on August 1! 

MEMORY CAFÉ NEWS 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

 Please join our Facebook page, Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service  
announcements, upcoming events,             
conversations, words of inspiration                     

and much more. 
For  additional information, please contact 

Kristin Maguire at (krisspins@aol.com). 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 

July Birthdays 

 01—Dixie Morrow 

03—Kristin Maguire 

05—Diana Dymski 

18—Sheela Horton 

20—Regis Sabol 

20—Shawn Riggin 

21—Kathy Christensen 

27—Patty Munz 

30—Robin Green 

30—Mike Balsan 

31—Pat Lorei 

 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

August issue is                                                   

Saturday, July 13.                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

06/02/19—Intimacy, Housework and Art—Suzanne Proulx—38 adults 

06/09/19—Is “God” The Seventh Principle? - Rev. Alex Holt—50 adults, 2 children. 

06/15/19—Transitions and Transformations—Michael DeSanctis—39 adults. 

06/23/19—The Morrigan Project—Christine Serfozo—57 adults, 4 children. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

July 2019 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

  

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

  

8 a.m. leave for 
Chautauqua    
service at 9:30 
a.m.,  Informal 
service at UUCE 
at 10:30 a.m.  

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

  

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

  

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

  

Homeschool 
Group 12-3 p.m. 

  

Finance Committee 
4:30 p.m. 

  

Girl Scouts                 
1:30-3 p.m. 

Board of Trustees 
5:30 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                 
1:30-3 p.m. 

  

Girl Scouts                 
1:30-3 p.m. 

  

Girl Scouts                 
1:30-3 p.m. 

  

Girl Scouts                 
1:30-3 p.m. 

  

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

  

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

  

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

  

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

  

Alcoholics                 
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 

Anti-Mass Incarceration 
Group Meeting 1:30-3 
p.m. 

Whispering Lake 
Grove 5 p.m. 

Erie Sisters 6:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics                 
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 

Alcoholics                 
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 

Alcoholics                 
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 

Sunday Services             
4 p.m. 

  


