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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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The Beacon  
Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.  

Theme for May:  Enlightenment 

May 5  I Think, Therefore I Am!     
   Regis Sabol  

“I think; therefore I am.”  With that one idea, Rene Descartes ignited 
an “Age of Enlightenment” that gave rise to modern science, the           
Industrial Revolution, and modern democracy,  and nurtured the liber-
al religious perspectives we call Unitarianism and Universalism.  Join 
us as we venture through this Age of Reason.  Musicians: James 
Pearson and Hannah Olanrewaju. 

 

May 12  Ritual, Pilgrimage and Enlightenment   
 Reverend Charlie Dieterich.        

From spring cleaning to visiting a parent’s grave, we each have our 
rituals – daily, yearly or once in a life time.  We will explore the rela-
tionship between bucket lists and spiritual formation.  Jackson plays.  

 

May 19 Flower Communion    
 Reverend Charlie Dieterich 

  In the 1920s, Rev. Norbert Capek led the first flower communion as 
a uniquely Unitarian celebration.  We celebrate our shared community 
and thank our teachers in ritual fashion.  Bring a flower from your     
life-- your home, or a neighbor, and share it with the community.  
Choir and Jackson perform.   

 

May 26  America Will Be 

  Amanda Hayes (see bio on page 7) 

Let us give thanks for the idea of America - land of the free, home of 
the brave. And at the same time, let us remember that America has 
never yet quite been America for everyone. On the eve of Memorial 
Day, as we honor those who died to protect this country, in the words 
of Langston Hughes, let us "swear this vow: America will be!"   

         



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Happy May! 

The first of May, May Day, is the beginning of the season of light… three 
months when the days are long and the nights warm and joyous.   No           
wonder the day has been celebrated as a worker’s holiday since ancient times.                                                                                    
It is a forward-looking day of growth and wonder.    

While in the USA we have moved the celebration to the end of summer, as Labor Day, May Day is the more spiritual 
of the holidays… watch this fall how many corporations declare Labor Day “back to school day.”  They rebrand the           
holiday as something commercial and the worker as an obey-er of rules rather than an enjoyer of life. 

May Day is very much an earth-based holiday.  Perhaps, love is in the air, perhaps travel.  Whatever you resolve to 
do this month, let it be hopeful. 

Our theme this month is enlightenment.  An interesting word selected by you, the congregation.  There are some             
interesting coincidences here.  Many Buddhist traditions celebrate Buddha… in the form of Buddha Day this month.   
The word Buddha simply means “awakened one” and is similar to “Professor” or “Lord” in that it describes the               
person.. and is not his name.  Gautama Buddha’s attainment of buddhahood, or enlightenment, is the central miracle 
of Buddhism.  In Christianity, the central miracle is the reception of the Holy Spirit (once called the “holy ghost”, but 
more accurately the “holy breath”) where the baptized are empowered to speak and understand the word of God.  It’s 
usually in May, though this year it slips in to June.  

In a more American way, May is the month of Mother’s Day.  It can be celebrated as a general holiday which includes 
everyone who ever does anything mother-like, and, I prefer it to be specific to those who received the miracle of                   
motherhood, either by having their newborn placed in their arms or by receiving a child in adoption.  The gender of the 
mother is not central to the miracle, one can be a father and a mother in role.  What is important is the most-close re-
lationship which forms in an instant.   

Not all mothers are completely worthy of celebration, and not all of us had mothers at all.  For those folks, Mothers 
Day can be painful   May I suggest a change in perception?  I want to celebrate what the relationship can be at its 
best.  Celebrate laws that allow family leave at the time of birth or adoption; celebrate research into post-partum de-
pression; celebrate improved care of newborns and childhood diseases.   These are signs of a civilized society, and 
something to celebrate in the month of May.  

And, someday, healthcare will be part of an enlightened society.   

Unitarian Universalism has several miracle stories.   We have largely left behind the miracle of Plymouth Rock and 
God’s guidance of the Pilgrims to their promised land.  We now see how un-miraculous and tragic that appropriating 
history was.  But there are other moments of enlightenment, there are other miracles.  

In the newly independent Czechoslovakia, Unitarian minister Norbert Capek led the founding of a new religious              
organization, independent of Christian rituals.  The team came up with a way of showing the miracle of community 
through the sharing of flowers at their center “Unitaria.”  His partner, Maja Capek, brought the ritual to the USA, and it 
is now a world-wide Unitarian ritual. 

We will celebrate our own Flower Communion this May 19th as our Sunday service.  Just as we each bring ourselves 
and our talents to the community, we ask you to bring a flower… ask a friend if you have none available.  We collect 
the flowers into a bouquet, representing our shared beauty.  And then the “communion” happens.  Each of us will 
choose a flower, a symbol of life and beauty, from the bouquet, though we do not know who brought it.  In the same 
way, each of us benefits from the congregation’s programs and relationships though we can not fully know what made 
the program and relationships possible.  

Flower Communion is fun for all ages.  Hope something wonderful is in bloom this May (if not, we will have flowers at 
our entrance!) 

On Saturday, May 11, we invite newcomers to spend the day learning about us and deepening their relationship to the 
congregation – anyone interested can sign up too. 

On Saturday May 18,  I will lead a workshop on Worship and creating Sunday services.  All are invited. 

Enough sunshine and enlightenment for one article.   Happy May! 

Rev Charlie 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
Stewardship vs Doer-ship was part of my conversations last month. 
Recent contacts have expressed the Doer-ship over the Stewardship 
shortfall. A second opinion always helps expose contrasts between   
reality, as you see it, and what a group will express after a considered 
discussion. Not to say a leader isn't needed, but the consideration of 
the group allows for the formal recording of ideas that can be                   
disseminated and held as an example for further and future discussions 
and planning. When the Doer-ship holds all the plans and deliberations, 
there is very little left for others to follow and none of the possible   
transfer of passion that brought about the process. Supporting the Doer 
by providing stewardship, the support of members of the organization, 
is a must. 
 
Do most members of an organization see it as a continually scheduled 
event or a community that evolves over time?  Evolves is the key idea 
that expresses itself every day. The amount of paperwork, discussion, 
and physical effort involved is constant. The challenges presented  
never cease. Members, groups, care, counseling are everyday events 
in our organization's evolution. These are the elements that require 
stewardship and leadership from the slowly evolving membership. 
These, taken as a Doer-ship task, are huge but, when shared with             
fellow congregants, become manageable and rewarding as the tasks 
are discussed and resolved. 
 
Guess what? Time for nominations to, two UUCE board members          
vacancies, UUCE treasurer and Memorial Garden Chair. These will be 
presented to the board and then given discussion and voted upon at 
the June 30 final 2018 – 2019 UUCE Congregational Meeting. There is 
a nomination committee made up of the two board members, whose 
terms have been completed and a voting member at large who hasn't 
been determined as of yet. Any volunteers or candidates for any of 
these positions? Please consider these choices. These are brief              
interludes in your life that one can relish for the part one has performed 
in sustaining the life of this congregation. 
 
Doug 
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IT IS TIME TO HAND IN YOUR COMPLETED 
PLEDGE FORMS 

 
There are many reasons to support the UUCE and its programs and        

activities through your pledge. This isn't an easy task. It takes hard work 
and resources to keep this organization functioning. There are obstacles 

and ideas that will present themselves to challenge the culture but not the 
ideals of this place. The investment will be worth it if you value the basic 

premise of the Unitarian Universalist Principles.    
 



NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 
Greetings! We are within the last weeks of Religious Education. 
Here’s what to look forward to: 
 
May 5: Visit from the Erie Area Rabbit and Rescue Society. The 
teens will have a shortened lesson so they can join the elemen-
tary class. Last chance to donate newspaper, paper towels, or 
30 gallon garbage bags. AFTER THIS VISIT, PLEASE          
FORWARD YOUR DONATION YOURSELF TO THEIR           
SHELTER LOCATED ON 2316 WEST 38th STREET (THE PINK 
BUNGALOW). 
 
May 12: For Mother’s Day, please let me know by May 5 if your child will be in attendance. So far, the 
few parents that I have talked to report that they will not be in attendance. This way, Melanie and I 
can plan if we will have class. 
 
May 19: Teacher Appreciation Sunday, Pizza Party, and Talent Show.  Please make sure your child 
is here by 10:20 AM as we will present the teacher’s gifts at the beginning of the service instead of the 
end of the service. During coffee hour, we will have a treat dedicated to the teachers. This year, we 
had about two dozen volunteers and 3 employees staff our Religious Education program. Following 
coffee hour, students will participate in a pizza party along with the other congregants who will be  
featured in the talent show. Please contact me by May 12 so I have a head count and don’t forget to 
let me know about any food allergies/dietary restrictions.  At 1 p.m., we will have a quick run-through 
for the talent show with the sound/AV volunteers. The show will run at approximately 2 PM. 
 
Regarding recent announcement of my retirement from DRE, I wasn’t sure how much to share about 
this decision.  Not all of you are aware of my career change back into mental health therapy, but with 
the demand of a 225 client caseload and the high stress of helping people with serious mental illness, 
I find it more of a challenge in all aspects of my life. Therefore, I have stepped down from DRE. The 
Board will be searching for someone to fill this administrative role. I plan to be part of the team of RE 
teacher volunteers. I’ve also offered ideas to have a monthly youth group as well as to participate in 
the self-study program of Certified Lay Minister to support this congregation in other areas. I will           
advocate that the next DRE continue to keep the things that the children, teens, and parents love 
about RE, including Chalica and Earth Day Services, the EARS service learning project, and for the 
teens to continue on their two year program for 2019-2021 to include Kat Wolper’s Spirituality        
coursework for 2019-2020 school year and Coming of Age for 2020-2021. With keeping these basic 
fundamentals, the new DRE should still have plenty of room to implement his/her ideas/coursework. 
 
Here’s what you can do to help the new DRE: 
1) Introduce yourself and welcome our new DRE. Ask questions about his/her program vision. 
2) Continue to volunteer, committing to the same Sunday per month. This consistency is helpful to 
administration and vital for children to count on seeing their teaches regularly. 
3) When someone calls off or when holidays become a challenge to staff, please reconsider being a 
fill-in volunteer, especially in the nursery. If the DRE needs to approach you last minute to fill in, 
please be gracious and say yes. The DRE never wants to be imposing, and if it is last minute, it is  
truly an emergency and your kindness is appreciated.  
4) Please consider being part of the Religious Education Committee. This is one of the things that fell 
apart in the last half of my administration. The new DRE will need guidance. The RE Committee 
needs a Chair and a liaison to the board. I propose a liaison directly to Safe Congregation as well as 
to Sunday Services to streamline communication.  Your support of a new RE Committee is an           
investment in your child’s spiritual future. 
 
I look forward to our end of the year celebration and to new things to come in the next school year 
with new leadership. 
 
    Namaste, 
     Susan Galle-Boyko, Director of Religious Education   4 



Thirty-five congregants completed  the survey, and the team is making adjustments in response 
to the comments, suggestions, and opinions.  Four people wanted to discontinue the sale and 
one was ok with discontinuing; seven  persons were uncertain about continuing, and twenty-three 
wanted the sale to continue. 
 
We are enhancing the commitment effort by phoning everyone in the directory unless we first see 
a completed commitment form from them.  Forms are on the Sale table in the Olympia Brown 
Room.  The yard sale is a force-multiplier of our mission.   We interact with members of the            
community who otherwise would not know us; we supply folks with necessities and little luxuries 
that otherwise would be too expensive; and we  enjoy each others' company while setting-up and 
selling.   
 
Top of the priority list is commitment for post-sale clean-up and restoration on Saturday. Ten  
sturdy folks who haven't worked at the sale itself is the goal.   
 
Pre-sale storage of items is available.  Let us know if something has to go before June 9 when           
donations can be accepted at the church. 
 
We will have sandwich fixins and snacks for all dietary considerations available in the kitchen  
during set-up. 
 
One of the co-chairs will be happy to open the church if you want to work on set-up during              
daytime when the building otherwise would be closed.  Contact information is in weekly news. 
 
We will have carts and dollies for moving donations to departments and request that folks use 
them to reduce steps and fatigue. 
 
Items of lesser value will be bagged, priced, and sold in bulk to reduce time spent pricing, and it 
also assist the cashiers. 
 
The pricing  principle will be that $6 in the cash box is preferable to a $10 tag on an item that is 
given away after the sale. 
 
Garage sales usually price items at about 25% of new cost, with consideration given to condition.  
Don't avoid  pricing because you are not a regular yard sale 
hunter.  Consult smart phone and follow the guide. 
 
There will be more information in the June Beacon and in each 
weekly news until the week of June 9. 
 

YARD SALE SURVEY CONSEQUENCES 
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Whether you have been attending the Unitarian Universalist                   
Congregation of Erie for a short time, sometimes, or regularly, there 
must be so much more you would like to know about our                       
denomination and this congregation. You are welcome to join us for 
the Pathway to Unitarian Universalism class to learn, ask questions, 
and share in fellowship with new friends. More recent members and 
UU transplants who have not yet participated in the class are                   
encouraged to attend. It is a fun, informal, and informative day. There 
is no obligation to join the UUCE by attending this event, but for 
those aged 16 and over who are so led, you will have the opportunity 
to do so. Childcare is available if requested in advance, and break-
fast refreshments and a light lunch will be provided. For more                          
information, please contact Leigh at 838-2914 or 
Lwko@roadrunner.com, or register with Joanne at                                     
joanne@uuerie.org.  

PATHWAY TO UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM CLASS 

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2019,  9:30 AM-2:30 PM 
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During the Yard Sale, we also have a bake sale going on.  In the past, the 
sale has been quite successful.  Please look in the Olympia Brown Room for 
the Yard Sale Table and sign up to bring a baked item for the sale.   

Please have your items cut up and ready to sell. Thanks for your help. Ginny: 
392-9023 or Regeginny@gmail.com 
 

Toys, Toys and More Toys! 

I’m looking for a few people who love toys and would like to work with me in 
the toy room.  Believe me, it’s loads of fun.  Just sign up under toys at the 
Yard Sale Table and we will have a jolly good time.                        
 
Ginny: 392-9023 or regeginny@gmail.com 

BAKE SALE 

Meeting: May 22, 7 PM 

 

Where: home of Diane 
Guthrie, (814-504-4020) 

 

Book: The Death and Life 
of the Great Lakes 

 

Author: Dan Egan 

BOOK CLUB 

mailto:Regeginny@gmail.com
mailto:Regeginny@gmail.com
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Amanda Hays is the intern minister at First Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Columbus and will graduate from Meadville Lombard     
Theological School on May 19. Amanda lives with her husband Jim in 
a community house in Columbus where she enjoys gardening,            
cooking, hosting friends and family, and reading speculative fiction. 

Hello Everyone 

Among the “90 ways to add Healthy Years to Your Life”                                                                                       
AARP recommends                                                                                                              

“Throw a Party!” 

Cherish the opportunity to hang out with your tribe. 

They cite the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences’  findings that strong social relationships have 
positive physiological effects, while isolation has negative effects.  Whew!  That is probably more clinical than 

we needed to get to make the point that community makes us happy and healthy. 

So let’s run with the positive vibes from our spring Little Dinners by holding an additional few gatherings,           
perhaps once the weather gets outdoors friendly.                                                                             

Let’s get together for light fare - appetizers and desserts - sometime this summer. 

Consider putting your name on the host sign-up sheet                                                                            
beginning Mother’s Day in the OBR.                                                                                                            

You can choose the date, setting and number of guests.                                                                       
You provide the setting and beverages and guests bring the food.                                                             

Make it a family affair and include our kids.                                                                                
The usual guest sign-up sheets will follow in June. 

       Lisa Balsan, mtnestr15@gmail.com 

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR SPEAKER ON MAY 26 

PARTY! 

mailto:mtnestr15@gmail.com


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

 Please join our Facebook page, Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service  
announcements, upcoming events,             
conversations, words of inspiration                     

and much more. 
For  additional information, please contact 

Kristin Maguire at (krisspins@aol.com). 

May Birthdays 

   

 01—Tom Schlaudecker 

08—Mary Lubowicki 

13—Hannah Olanrewaju 

20—Deb Haire 

30—Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 

31—Carolyn Rhodes 

 

 

      

  

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

June issue is                                                   

Saturday, May 18.                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

03/03/19—Our Erie: A Story of Hope—Ben Speggen—51 adults, 8 children. 

03/10/19—Flowers in the Ruins—Rev. Charlie—37 adults, 5 children. 

03/17/19—At Least There Are No Snakes—Rev. Charlie—49 adults, 4 children. 

03/24/19—East Africa: A Study in Positive Thinking—Kelly Armor—57 adults, 7 children. 

03/31/19—How About Some Good News—Pastor Chuck Cammarata—45 adults, 6 children. 

  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

May 2019 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Potluck lunch 
after the service 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Caring Team 
Card Blitz 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Upper Room 
Lunch Prep after 
the service 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Homeschool 
Group 12-3 p.m. 

Finance Committee 
4:30 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 
p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 
p.m. 

Erie Outing Club            
7-9 p.m. 

Erie Outing Club            
7-9 p.m. 

Tuesday Morning 
Music Club 9-Noon 

Yard Sale Meeting 
5:30 p.m. 

Homeschool Group  
12-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                     
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                     
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                     
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                     
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                     
12:30-4 p.m. 

Board of Trustees                
5:30 p.m. 

Memory 
Café 1-3 
p.m. 

Memory 
Café 1-3 
p.m. 

One Table Steering 
Committee 4 p.m. Sunday Services                   

4 p.m. 

Whispering Lake 
Grove 5 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Glenbeigh Event            
5:30-9:30 p.m.           

Tai Chi                     
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi                     
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi                     
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi                     
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Pathway to                
Membership 9 a-2 p 

Sermon Writing             
Workshop 9:30 a- 1 p 

Erie Sisters 6:30 
p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 
p.m. 

RE Talent Show   
2 p.m. 


