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January 6  New Orleans Jazz Funeral 

Join us as we “cut the year loose” New Orleans style!   It's a time to 
cry and a time to laugh, a time to grieve and a time to dance. We'll 
make a joyful noise, and parade around as part of the “second line” 
in a rousing adieu to the old, and bonne chance in the year ahead. 
Special musical selections and performances make this service one 
of our favorite traditions.  Laissez les bons temps rouler!   
Musicians:   Doug Russell, Pat Lorei, Barbara Cole,                                    
Jackson Froman, Tammie Johnson, and the UU Chorus.    
 

January 13   The Work of Christmas Begins   
  Rev. Charlie Dieterich     

Dr. Howard Thurman reset the meaning of Christmas in his litany 
of work from healing, to celebration.  How do we start anew on a 
journey of joy and hope?  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

 

January 20   Bayard Rustin and     
    MLK Partners in Change   
 Rev. Charlie Dieterich  

From Non-Violence to the March on Washington, Martin Luther 
King Jr. was inspired by a gay Quaker who was either invisible or 
hated by white society.  Rustin was organizer, activist and                  
philosopher from the margins.  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

 

January 27  Mystery and Beginnings and Endings  
 Speaker:  Rev. John Balance (biography on       
      page 3) 

Rev. Ballance will  examine the element of mystery as 
it arises inherently in the beginning or ending of             
issues in our lives either as an unconscious element 
or from intentional extension of our individual               
theological views. 

Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes 

Theme for January:   Beginnings 
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

Happy New Year.    2019 is going to be transformative for UUCE!   Now that 
the holidays are over, it’s time to make a new beginning.  “Beginnings” is our 
theme for the month, and we begin with a funeral for the old year… a Jazz 
Funeral.  And while fast away the old year passes, let us hail the new! 

It is important for all members of the congregation, and friends, too, to            
attend a Friday  evening workshop with my friend Rev. Sunshine Wolfe.  This 
is a startup workshop for my ministry, a chance to figure out how to 
“actualize” the dreams of the ministerial search process.  The Board is               
organizing things, so look for information from them regarding when and 
what.  We need everyone, so speak up if you aren’t feeling included.  We need 
to hear from you. 

It seems like a good time to review two lists from the packet you sent to              
prospective ministers:            

Provide your profile of the minister you seek: 

The top five Ministerial roles desired by the congregation: 

1. Creates well-crafted services (thematic, clear message) 

2. Inspiring speaker and leader 

3. Ability to manage conflict and dissent. 

4. Actively support children’s RE program (s) 

5. Open to new ideas and innovation. 

And  UUCE’s 

Hope and dreams: 

1. Maintain strong, inspiring Sunday services 

2. Maintain vibrant, healthy, and cohesive community 

3. Maintain and grow strengths 

4. Increase number of young adult and young families 

5. Establish financial security 

There were other lists, and,  perhaps, those will come up as we set goals for 
our work  together, but this is a start.   

While we are at it, here are our themes for the spring: 

January- Beginnings 

February- Inclusion 

March - Finding the Positive 
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Come create the 

future of UUCE!  

Ministerial 

Startup                 

All-Church Event 

on January 11-12    

 

Friday evening from 6pm 

- 9pm provides a chance 

for members of the con-

gregation to meet with 

Rev  Charlie and build a 

foundation for his minis-

try. This is an opportuni-

ty for members to share 

UUCE  stories and expe-

riences.  Saturday 10am - 

3pm   - Board, Finance, 

Search Committee and all 

interested members. We 

will work in small groups 

making plans for the fu-

ture of the UUCE.  Both 

events will be facilitated 

by Reverend Sunshine 

Wolfe, (they/their/

theirs) |  Congregational 

Life Staff  |  Central East 

Region.  



WHALECOAST ALASKA 2019 

Have you ever dreamed of visiting Alaska? If so, WhaleCoast 
Alaska 2019 is for you! Four Alaska UU congregations invite 
you to experience our eco-cultural and spiritual program this 
summer. See Alaska through the eyes of local UUs with friendly 
homestays and unique tour activities. See wildlife, including 
moose, bears, caribou, whales, bald eagles, sea lions, seals, and 
otters. Visit Denali National Park. Experience Native Alaskan 
culture. Our program is truly the best way to visit Alaska! Tours 
led by Dave Frey, member of the Fairbanks UU congregation and 
Alaska travel expert.  

Find out more about this Alaskan trip of a lifetime. For complete 
information go to:  www.WhaleCoastAK.org, 
email dfrey@whalecoastak.org or call 907-322-4966. Discount 
for groups of 8 or more. We would love to share our Alaska with 
you! 
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 
The Minister Startup two-day event is scheduled for January 11 and 12. Our 
Central Eastern Region (CER) Congregational Field Staff contact Rev.                  
Sunshine Wolfe will be our facilitator. The Friday evening get together              
involves light food and refreshments, and working to build a relationship with 
Rev. Charlie and his ministry. Saturday is for considering how we have gotten 
to here and where we see ourselves in the future. After three and a half years 
planning, the UUCE's future can fully commence.  I hope you will be able to 
attend, enjoy each others' company, and join in contributing thoughts and             
ideas about what lies ahead for the UUCE. 
  
The Board is working on evaluating the rental contract for building use at the 
UUCE. We are attempting to find a balance between protecting the UUCE from 
liability issues and allowing our space to be used by organizations that may not 
be able to find an affordable or accepting place to meet. 
  
The Heather Pierson Acoustic Trio will appear on Friday, January 5, at our 
UUCE home. A former UUCE member, Davy Sturtevant, is part of the trio. 
Heather is also leading a workshop on January 4 . I attended their                           
performance here last spring and was truly captivated. You do not want to miss 
this.  More information is included in this issue of the Beacon. 
  
Lynne Stephens and I are putting together small, informative Garage Sale meet
-ups during January and February social hours. We need input regarding              
continuation of this successful fundraiser or ideas about how to replace the 
funds it generates. At the February 24 Congregational Meeting, we will present 
the results of these gatherings. 
 
I hope you are enjoying a festive Holiday season,  and I am looking                           
forward to sharing the January 6 Jazz Service with you. 
 
Doug Russell.   

Reverend John Ballance 

was educated as a           

metallurgical engineer 

and received BS and MS 

degrees from North    

Carolina State                       

University, and spent 15 

years doing materials 

research on steels and 

copper alloys.  Before 

retiring in 2008, he was 

executive director for 25 

years of Materials                 

Research  Society, a  

professional society of 

scientists and engineers 

doing fundamental                  

research on a wide range 

of sophisticated                          

materials.  In 2013, in 

response to a felt call to 

ministry, he enrolled in 

Meadville Lombard        

Theological School,            

receiving the Master of 

Divinity (MDiv) degree 

in May 2016.  He was          

ordained in September 

2018 as a Unitarian   

Universalist minister 

and is currently in 

search for a settled           

minister position  

BIOGRAPHY 

OF OUR 

GUEST 

SPEAKER           

JANUARY 27 

http://www.whalecoastak.org/
mailto:dfrey@whalecoastak.org


TRUNK FULL FOR MILLCREEK FOOD BANK 

 

February 3 is Souper Bowl Sunday at the UUCE.  This is a day           
designated to collect supplies for the Millcreek Food Pantry.  This is a 
joyous day at the UUCE.  Please bring in nonperishable foods, cleaning 
produces, or personal items for the food bank.  I’m challenging you to 
bring in so much that Deb Diplacido can’t fit it all in the trunk of her 
car.  

Pot Luck Sunday also falls on February 3, so if you can bring in a soup 
for the pot luck it would be fun. Naturally, any dish for the pot luck is 
fine.  After all it is Souper Bowl Sunday.  Oh, yes.  And, if you are a 
football fan, wear your team colors.   

Let’s all make this another Super Sunday at the UUCE. 
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ANNUAL 
UUCE             

PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 

WEST MILLCREEK FOOD PANTRY  
  FOOD BLITZ—SUNDAY FEBRUARY 3 

 

Coinciding with our annual “Souper Bowl Sunday” pot luck,  we 
will again invite congregants to donate a larger than usual amount 
of packaged/canned food, personal hygiene products 
and household products for the Food Pantry.  There will be a table 
at the back of the Olympia Brown room where you can place your 
donations.  I will be counting the items at the end of our ser-
vice.  You are all so wonderfully generous.  Their clients could re-
ally use these donations. 

 
Thank you in advance, 

Deb DiPlacido 

 Sunday,                          
January 27 

 Serving from                
9-10 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for our annual 
pancake breakfast on 

Sunday morning.        

No cooking required, no 
dishes to do.  Come and 

enjoy a delicious             
breakfast and good              
company while our           
experienced kitchen 

cooks and elves take care 
of you.  

Pancakes, (including  
gluten free) sausages 

(vegan options available) 
juice, fruit, beverages. 

And, of course, plenty of 
prize winning maple       

syrup from our                   
Hurry Hill. 

  Tickets will be available 
starting January 6.  

$7.00 for adults and 
$3.00 for children                

under 12.   
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COMMUNITY SINGING/MUSICAL MEDITATION WORKSHOP AT  

     UU CHURCH IN ERIE 

   

Heather Pierson will present a community singing and musical  meditation 

workshop at Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie on Friday, January 

4 at 7:00 p.m. 

Heather is a pianist, singer-songwriter, and performer who frequently tours 

throughout the United States both as a solo artist and with her acoustic trio 

(who will be performing at the UUCE on Saturday,  January 5 at 7:00 

p.m.).  This fall, she released a songbook and companion CD called ‘Heart 

Songs & Circle Songs’, a collection of 37 chants, rounds, and songs of peace, 

empowerment, wonder, joy, and community.  The songs are intended for 

community sing groups, churches, hospice choirs, schools, and anywhere that 

the ideals of harmony and unity may take hold.   She is also the producer of Musical Meditations, an 

online resource for seekers of instrumental piano music for mindfulness and meditation.  Every three 

days, Heather creates and uploads a new,  entirely improvised piano piece to add to this growing           

collection, and listeners from around the world subscribe to these online offerings.  

The January 4th workshop will include performances of songs from the ‘Heart Songs & Circle Songs’ 

songbook, live Musical Meditation offerings with the sanctuary’s Steinway grand piano, as well as                

interactive opportunities for those in attendance to learn songs and sing along. 

The UUCE is located at 7180 Perry Highway in Erie.  Cost for the workshop is on a sliding scale - $10-

$20.  No one will be turned away.  To register for the January 4 workshop, call 603-733-6350 or email 

heather@heatherpierson.com.   More artist information is available at www.heatherpierson.com.   

JANUARY REFLECTION GROUP 
  

Rev. Charlie will hold a Reflection Group on Friday morning, 
January 18th at 10:30.  These groups provide space for shared 
individual reflection on a particular topic.  Weather permitting, 
come and spend an hour and a half listening and reflecting.  We 
meet in Rev. Charlie's office. RSVP is not required... but feel 
free:  minister@uuerie.org  

mailto:heather@heatherpierson.com
http://www.heatherpierson.com
mailto:minister@uuerie.org


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

January Birthdays 

 02—Diana Ziemniak 

08—Al Richardson 

15—Nancy Brazill 

28—Randy Hurlburt 

   

   

  
The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

February issue is                                                   

Saturday, January 19.                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

11/4/18—Reflections for a Better World—Al Richardson—55 adults, 7 children. 

11/11/18—Sharing and Listening—Rev. Charlie—50 adults, 9 children. 

11/17/18—The Bounty of Life—Rev. Charlie—50 adults, 12 children. 

11/25/18—Hope for the Homeless—Dr. Christopher Taylor, 50 adults, 5 children. 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

 January 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                    
Potluck Lunch 
after the service 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Buddhist Sangha 
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 
7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

  

Buddhist Sangha 
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 
7 p.m. 

Homeschool 
Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 
Group 12-2 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus Retreat           
9 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Girl Scouts                   
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                   
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                   
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                   
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                   
1:30-3 p.m. 

Bellydance      
4 p.m. 

Bellydance      
2 p.m. 

Bellydance      
4 p.m. 

Bellydance      
4 p.m. 

Whispering 
Lake Grove  
5 p.m. 

Common Sense                          
Gun Regulations                 
Group—Noon 

Memory Café                   
1-3 p.m. 

One Table Steering 
Committee Meeting    
4 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Heather Pierson Trio 
Workshop 7 p.m. 

Heather Pierson Trio 
Concert 7 p.m. 

Caring Team Upper 

Room Lunch Prep 

after the Service 

Alcoholics                        

Anonymous                      

Alcoholics                        

Anonymous                      

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                        

Anonymous                      

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                        

Anonymous                      

8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi            

9:30-10:30 

Tai Chi            

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi            

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Ministerial Startup                                       

All-Church Event                                      

6-9 p.m. 

Pancake                    
Breakfast 9 a.m. 

Reflection Group 
10:30 a.m. 

Memory Café                   
1-3 p.m. 

Ministerial Startup                                       

All-Church Event                                      

10 a.m.-3 p.m. 


