
  
  

 

 

November 4  Reflections for a Better World 
Finding a basis of hope in moments of despair.  Gaining incentives to              
advance, even when times are out of joint.    UUCE members and friends -- 
Chris DeCrease, Clyde Wolper, Mary Szpara, and Al Richardson -- will share 
their reflections for a better world.   Musician: Jan Woods.  Service                
Coordinator: Al Richardson.  Monthly potluck meal follows this service;           
Saturday night reset your clocks to standard time and enjoy an extra hour 
sleep;  Nov. 6 vote! 
   

November 11 Sharing and Listening                           
The election is over. The war is over. One hundred years ago, the War To 
End All Wars ended with the Armistice.  How do we lament? How do we 
share our bounty? How do we build a community when some are suffering? 
Speaker:  Rev. Charlie.  Musician:  Jackson Froman 

 

November 18 The Bounty of Life      .  
We gather together in joyous thanksgiving each year.  Or we take time to 
reflect on those who were left out of Massasoit’s first feast.  How can we 
celebrate    mindfully? Come hear the choir and help make sandwiches   
Speaker:  Rev. Charlie.  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

 

November 25 Hope for the Homeless  
Is homelessness a choice? Is panhandling wrong? Does it intrude? Should 
we give, or are we taken advantage of? How should we act?  Dr. Cristopher 
Taylor (see  biography on page 3), director of The Upper Room of Erie, will 
share his thoughts.  Leigh Kostis, Service Coordinator.  Musician:  Jackson 
Froman 
 
           

November 2018 

Sunday Services—    

 start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes 

 

Theme for November:  Freedom From Want  

Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive        

religious community. 

We:                                           

*INSPIRE personal and 

spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  

service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision    

                                                                                          

We will:                                                     

*Share the wisdom of our  

guiding principles and nurture 

all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and       

expanding religious 

congregation with  diverse ideas 

and  beliefs reflected in  our  

services and  programs.                 

*Establish ourselves as a strong 

presence in the region through                             

greater community engagement. 

 

Covenant     

                                          

We:                                           

*Covenant to promote a culture 

of  compassion and acceptance 

in our relations with each other.                                 

*Promise to listen with the 

intent to  understand and to  

communicate in an honest and 

respectful manner, even when 

we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is 

an opportunity for growth. 

Minister: 

Reverend Charlie         

Dieterich 

 

President: 

Doug Russell 

 

UUCE Board Secretary: 

 John Galle-Boyko 

 

UUCE Board Members: 

Mary Beth McCarthy 

Julie Maguire 

Melanie Hetzel-Riggin 

Ron Brown 

Wendy Ormond 

     The Beacon 
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Minister’s Musings 

Freedom from Want– creating a bounteous world. 
 
This month, we take our theme from a speech by Franklin Delano                                   
Roosevelt, where he spoke of his aspiration toward plenty.  In his day, Europeans were suffering for want 
of food, safety, peace.  Today, our world is larger, and we see people in need worldwide.  How do we build 
a world free from want?  What does plenty look like? 
 
Spiritual Reflection.  Do you have a desire for more spiritual connection, more time to speak from the heart 
and listen wholeheartedly?  In October, Janet Krack and I began a small effort to hold spiritual reflection: 
group sessions.  Our first one considered the possibility of change toward plenty in our lives.  The session 
included readings, silence and reflections and was held in my office.   We agreed that this sort of gathering 
should be offered again, so we invite you to our next session, 10:30 a.m., on Friday, November 16.   The 
session takes an hour or so, and is over before lunch.  I’d love to start an evening or weekend session, too. 
Anyone interested? 
 
Themes.  The Sunday Services Committee has done a stellar job finding amazing speakers for our monthly 
themes.  Unfortunately, FDR only spoke of FOUR freedoms, so we are running out of those.  We would like 
you to help us select new themes for the spring.  On November 11 and 18, we will have a nominating and 
voting process for “theme words.”  On the 11th, we will invite you to submit a word that you’d like us to          
explore.  On the 18th, we will have “Dot Voting” for words with energy.  This won’t be “paper trail verifia-
ble voting” (such as is used on November 6th’s election) but it will give the group an idea of what’s hot. 
 
January’s theme is already selected: “Beginnings” to honor the new year and the Workshops for Ministry 
Startup Weekend on January 11 and 12.  (mark your calendar for the Friday evening dinner.) 
 
I had so much fun pumpkin carving in October! I will remember our event every time I smell pumpkin 
spice. Welcoming community is created whenever we gather together.  Of course the Service Auction is a 
fine example of that, both the event itself and the group activities you have offered for auction. The 
Thanksgiving Dinner plans also grow community.  On November 17 we will be studying “Welcome” at a 
special workshop for all who work with our guests/explorers/visitors.   The three-hour workshop will      
gather ideas and raise awareness.  10 a.m. start. 
 
Also, it is time to plan for Christmas Eve... Yes, it’s October, and CVS already has put the holiday                         
decorations on the shelves.  We have to start thinking what we will do.  It starts knowing who our team will 
be.  If you will be here for Christmas Eve, consider volunteering to help with our service.  We need extra 
ushers and greeters, and readers and reception workers, and even folks to clean up.   Here is a simple                  
on-line way to say,  “Yes!”   
 
It’s a website that makes a list of who is coming and when (easiest when you can click or cut and paste): 
https://doodle.com/poll/4v8depiphw4b4ff5  I will be announcing gatherings to plan, so check the Thursday 
“UUCE Weekend News” e-mail for details. 
 
Happy Election Day, Peaceful Veterans Day, Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Rev Charlie 
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President’s Ponderings 
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Biography Dr. Cristopher Taylor,                                             
   our guest speaker on November 25 
 
Dr. Taylor first came to Erie in 1974 with the Kroger Company.  After managing stores 
and restaurants in Pittsburgh and New Bethlehem, Cris returned to Edinboro                   
University and earned a Master's Degree in Psychology in 2007.  In 2011 he received 
his PhD at the Fielding Graduate Institute in Santa Barbara, CA. He has worked for the 
Barber National Institute, Safe Harbor Behavorial Health and Family Services. He took 
over as the director of The Upper Room of Erie in 2014 following the retirement of 
Tom Schlaudecker.    Dr. Taylor is the father of two, son Nick and daughter Jessica. 
 

November 
Book Club 

 
Date:  

November 28 at 7pm 
 

Where:  
Home of Enika 

Szendrey 
 

Book:  
Showdown by Will 

Haygood 
 

Tough to write about the mundane events of everyday UUCE              
business after the Tree of Life Synagogue shooting, the murder of 
two African Americans who were grocery shopping ,and the bombs 
delivered through the mail.   All in the context of the “other”. Active 
shooter training is the topic of many of my emails. The din of hostile 
speech back and forth is deafening. May we all find a safe way 
through this. 
  
I'll use the Weekend News to comment on UUCE events this month 
but at the moment I leave the Presidents Comments section open to 
leave you time to mourn and reflect,. 
 
Peace. 
 
~Doug   



Notes From 
the                         
RE                        

Chalkboard 

 
Greetings all!  

 
Thank you to our              

upper class group and 
their teachers for               

October 20                         
coffee hour!                       

Kudos to  John and 
Lauren Galle-boyko. 

Kat Wolper, Deb 
Haire, Ella Riggin, 

Matthew Maguire, 
Jewels Frantz,                     
Owen Brown! 

 
Please check your   
parent letters for 

Chalica rehearsals.  
 

Also there are no   
classes Thanksgiving 

weekend. 
 

 Blessings, 
 

Susan Galle-Boyko  
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The purpose of life is not to be happy.  It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be 
compassionate, to have it make some difference that you have lived and lived 
well.  ~Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
The Caring Team, for the time being, will make dinners for the Community         
Center at old  Columbus School 655 West 16th Street.  The dates scheduled for 
the dinners, so far, are all  Mondays, October 19, November 12 and 26.  People 
who are interested in helping should come to the UUCE by 3 p.m. the day of the 
dinner.  We deliver the dinners at 4:45 for a 5 p.m. meal time. If you would like 
to make something for one of the dinner, please call Ginny (814-392-9023), or            
Joanne in the office. 
 
Thank you to all the people who participate in the card blitz each month.  The 
next card blitz is November 11.  If you do not know the people on the list, just 
sign as a friend from the UUCE. 
 
Sunday, November 18, after the service, is the next time we make bag lunches 
for the Upper Room.  Each time the lunches are delivered the people there send 
blessings and thank yous for the lovely lunches. The RE children decorate the 
lunch bags. 
 
Rev. Charlie suggested we join a web site called Meal Train to coordinate meals, 
rides, and so on for people in our congregation who are temporarily in need of a 
little extra help.  We are following up on this excellent idea.  
 

TURKEY TIME 
If you are interested in having a Thanksgiving pot luck as we have done in the 
past, please sign up on the sheet by the name tags.   
 

Thanks, Fellow Turkey Lovers. 
 
~Ginny 

Caring 
News 
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AN OCEAN OF OFFERINGS 

2018 SERVICE AUCTION 

NOVEMBER 10, 2018 
 

 

 

It is almost time for our dive into the ocean.  Hopefully, you have saved the date of        

November 10 for our UUCE service auction.  The fun will start at 5:30.   You will have a 

chance to support our congregation by bidding on the variety of offerings made by our 

fellow congregants.  While bidding on the silent auction items, you can enjoy yummy    

appetizers and scrumptious desserts. 

 

We do need your help supplying that good food.  Please offer to supply an appetizer or 

dessert.  Sign-up sheets are in the Olympia Brown room or you can email Edie at 

edie_cultu@yahoo.com.   You can also volunteer to set up that afternoon or help              

clean-up when all the fun is over with. 

 

We can offer child care for those 5 and under, but Susan Galle-Boyko needs to know in 

advance to arrange for the child care.  Please inform her by October 28 if you need              

child care.   

 

The catalog of offerings will be coming out about a week before the auction.  If you are 

sadly unable to join us that evening, there will be information about making a pre-bid.   

The UUCE service auction is always a fun evening and a great opportunity to spend time 

together.  It is also a major fund-raising event for our congregation.  We hope you will be 

able to sail with us and discover the treasures in our UUCE ocean!   

mailto:edie_cultu@yahoo.com


 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Mondays and Fridays,                          

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues, Wed & Thurs                               

8 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The 

Web! 

uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be        

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact  

Joanne@uuerie.org before 9:30  

a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

December issue is                                                   

Saturday, November 17.                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

November Birthdays 

 03—Nanci Lorei  21—Steve Sullivan 

 07—Donna Martin  28—Lynne Rhodes 

08—Doug Russell  30—Rebecca Olanrewaju 

11—Christine Cedzo 

14—Karen Prather 

17—Kevin Cedzo 

17—John Daly King 

      

  

Service Attendance: 

10/7/18— Beginning Again:  Understanding Our Newest Americans—Leigh Kostis— 

        52 adults, 9 children. 

10/14/18—At Girard—Always Use Your Best China—Rev. Charlie Dieterich—25 attendees 

10/21/18—Trust and Verification—Rev. Charlie Dieterich—60 adults. 

10/28/18—Unafraid—Tyler Titus—65 adults—9 children. 

  

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

November 2018 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 
 
Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 
PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                    
Potluck Lunch after 
the service 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.  
Caring Team Card Blitz 
after the service 
 
Whispering Lake 
Grove Meeting            
5-10 p.m.  

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Caring Team Lunch 
Prep after the Service. 
 
Whispering Lake Grove 
Thanksgiving Rite             
5 p.m.   

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.   

Homeschool Group 
Crafting Party 12-2 
p.m. 

Finance Committee 
4:30 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Sunday Services            
4 p.m.. 

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Tuesday Morning 
Music Club                  
9 a.m.-noon. 

Girl Scouts                      
1:320-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                      
1:320-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                      
1:320-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                      
1:320-3 p.m. 

Memory Café                  
11-4 p.m. 

Memory Café                  
1-3 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Homeschoolers Picture               
Day 12:30-3:30 p.m. 

Small Group                  
Ministry 10:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
8:30 a.m. 

Service Auction                 
5:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics           
Anonymous  
8:30 a.m. 

Baby Shower                     
1:30-5:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics                        
Anonymous                  
8:30 a.m. 

Memorial Service              
1-4 p.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Keystone Progress              
1-5 p.m. 

Erie Sisters 6:30 p.m. 

Welcome Workshop 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. 


