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The Beacon

Minister:
Reverend Charlie
Dieterich
President:
Doug Russell

Sunday Services—

start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes

Theme for October: Freedom from Fear

October 7th

Beginning Again:
Understanding Our Newest Americans

MenajErie Studio owners Nick Taylor and Jessica Yochim (see
biography on page 5) will present their documentary, Rustbelt New
Americans: A Film About the Refugee Experience. Based on a
photo exhibition by international photojournalist Maitham
Basha-Agha—who shares his refugee experience in the film while
encouraging others to do the same—the documentary follows
several new Americans in their journey towards building
communities and revitalizing economies. Potluck lunch after the
service. Service Coordinator: Leigh Kostis
October 14
Always Use Your Best China
Rev. Charlie Dieterich. At First UU Church in Girard.
Service at 11 a.m.
We plan for emergencies. We worry about what might happen. But
how does that fear change our behavior? Beloved Community is
here before us, but we do not see it. Sometimes a ceramic tile
holds the secret of love. Service will be at First UU Church, 107
Myrtle Street, Girard, PA. Potluck lunch after the service, please
bring a dish to share.
October 21
Trust and Verification
Rev. Charlie Dieterich.
In a society where trust has been violated, you can’t simply say
“oops!” How do we go forward, building trust in our institutions
and each other? Come, hear the choir sing! Make sandwiches after
the service!
October 28

Unafraid

UUCE Board Members:
Mary Beth McCarthy
Julie Maguire
Melanie Hetzel-Riggin
Ron Brown
Wendy Ormond
Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and
spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and
service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our
guiding principles and nurture
all who come seeking personal
and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious
congregation with diverse ideas
and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant

Tyler Titus (see biography on page 7) won his Erie School Board seat
to become the first openly transgender person ever elected in
Pennsylvania. Service Coordinator: Annette Krusewicz.

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

UUCE Board Secretary:
John Galle-Boyko

Mail to: PO Box 3495

814-864-9300

We:
*Covenant to promote a culture
of compassion and acceptance
in our relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the
intent to understand and to
communicate in an honest and
respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is
an opportunity for growth.

uuerie.org

Ministry Works
Freedom from Fear- The perfect topic for this month!
This is the second month of our theme series based on FDR’s
“Four Freedoms” and October’s theme-- freedom from fear-seems appropriate, what with goblins and villains roaming the
streets. It also speaks to the anxiety of the upcoming election.
The Sunday Services team has created a program of services
which will give you hope, make your heart beat a little faster,
and open your mind. The month starts with a special service
viewing a local documentary Rust Belt Americans where Erie’s
new Americans speak of the worlds they left. I haven’t seen
the film, but the photo exhibit that goes with it is powerful,
and the preview makes me want to come back from vacation
early, just to be at the October 7 service!
https://www.rustbeltnewamericans.com/
Plans for October 28 will also focus on Erie and on freedom.
Tyler Titus is scheduled to speak. Mr. Titus has made a career
of advocating for those who live in fear. Way to go Sunday Services!!
I do love October’s scary holiday, Halloween. It is the night
where appearances can show your inner self or can allow you to
pretend to be someone else. And the candy is good, too. And
pumpkin spice is everywhere. I wonder if our galaxy has a
planet of pumpkin spice.
I think what I love most about the holiday is pumpkin
carving… a creative outlet on a canvas made of gourd. For
almost every year of my adult life, I’ve found a way to gather
folks together and have a community pumpkin carving. Not a
competition, but a chance to be creative… like finger paints,
but easier to clean (and there are seeds to roast!) I’m not sure
what will happen this year. I hope to have a social event using
those safety carvers, so all ages could participate.
I am hoping to find more ways to be together socially with the
congregation. Read the weekly e-mail for opportunities, and
feel free to send me a note with suggestions.
minister@uuerie.org
Please help with our very-social Service Auction on November
10. Now is the time to dream up a creative offering – like
climbing a lighthouse together or brunch and visiting a bee
keeper. What do ya got?
By they way, some of you have found me on Facebook and
asked to be a “friend.” I try to keep that account private,
though I do post public things which you are welcome to look
at. In the months ahead we’ll be talking about using media to
become social online. Stay tuned.
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Until then, happy October,
Rev. Charlie

President’s Ponderings
I am working with Susan Galle-Boyko on plans for the two weekends,
September 29 and October 6, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., when the Gannon
students help the UUCE with projects about the building and grounds.
This project gives them a chance to find out a bit about Unitarian
Universalists while they rub elbows with congregants at their tasks
and at a presentation by Leigh Kostis after lunch. Thank you, Lynne
Brown, for the food. We always appreciate help from anyone in the
congregation. You can even just hang out and drink coffee, chatting
with the students.
Rev. Charlie has led two services during September and will lead two
this October. The first will be at the Girard Church on October 14 at
11 a.m. There won't be a service or social hour at the UUCE building
that day. Time to get your Google Maps or GPS out to find your way:
107 Myrtle St, Girard, PA 16417. Reverend Charlies second service,
October 21, will be held in our sanctuary at 10:30 am.

Book Club
Date:
October 24
Place:
Home of Nancy Brazill
Book:
Showdown;
Thurgood Marshall
and the Supreme Court
Nomination That
Changed America

An aesthetics team has been formed and is starting to shape plans for
sprucing up the building and grounds. If you are interested in helping
or adding your thoughts, call me at 814-602-9245 and I will gladly give
your information to the team.
Last week, Rev. Charlie asked me what we do for fun at the UUCE. It
took me a moment to comprehend the question. I started naming a
few projects when he interrupted and said, “No, fun”. “Oh, ah, Game
Day, ah...” I said. “Yeah, carving pumpkins is what I've done at other
congregations, carving pumpkins, what's a good day?”. We took our
phones out and we compared open dates and we penciled in a
tentative date of October 20. We can carve pumpkins, separate and
bake seeds. Think of the mess of internal pumpkin slime all about the
place. Tentative plans are in the making. Call me if you would like to
help steer me in the correct direction.
We will hold the first of our first of three 2018/2019 Congregational
meetings on October 28 at noon. The hot topic will be the
continuation or replacement of the Garage Sale fundraiser. The
Garage Sale brought in $4,400 after expenses last fiscal year. I've
heard many reasons for why and why not it should continue. Please
attend and prepare to contribute to this discussion. We need our best
ideas!

It's Fall. Bummer, I miss summer. But the change is upon us. Soon the
changing leaves and the muted sun will color the days. At least it isn't
time for the dusting of winter snows.
See you all about,
Doug
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Notes From the RE Chalkboard
Greetings to all!
We had a successful start to the new school year. We began with a Blessing of the Hands
Ceremony, honoring the 20 teachers who have volunteered for the 2018-2019 school year.
They included:
Elementary: Susan Galle-Boyko, Lynne Brown, Melanie Hetzel-Riggin, Michelle Jaggi, Candace
Williams, Mary Beth McCartney, Mary Lubowicki, Edie Cultu
Upper class (formerly Middle School and teen programs): Kat Wolper, John Galle-Boyko, Deb
Haire, Roberta McCall

Nursery: Hannah Cedzo and Stephanie Majewski
Substitute teachers: Kristin Maguire, Sheela Horton, Christine Bowen, Doug Russell, and Liz
Yount
You will also notice (depending on when you read this month's Beacon) changes to the classrooms, from a fresh coat of paint to the relocation of the upper class to Classroom A, all in
efforts to support our Aesthetic and Function Team as they spruce up our building.
This fall, our service learning curriculum will kick off our support for the Erie Area Rabbit
and Rescue Society with a visit from the rabbits on 10/7/2018. Watch our publicity for when
we will be collecting newspapers, paper towels, 30 gallon garbage bags, and/or funds to
support their rescue center. Last year, our children and congregants collected $1000 and
four carloads of supplies! The buns were very hoppy with our support! There is a myth in our
culture that domestic rabbits can be purchased at Easter time, kept for the summer, and
then released into the wild and they survive on their own. This myth is not only false, it
perpetuates a culture of animal abandonment and leaves them vulnerable to predators. A
domestic rabbit's survival rate in the wild is less than a year, while when they are cared for
in their family homes, they can live as long as the average cat! EARS works to rescue these
abandoned animals, get them the medical care they need (depending on how long they have
been homeless), and then find them a new, fur-ever home. Since rabbits are considered
either exotic pets or livestock (depending on which organization you ask), their rescue
shelters do not qualify for grants or federal monies. Therefore, their shelter is all privately
funded and its expense is quite large. Any help we can give them is a blessing.
We will also provide service learning within our congregation as well, from the upper class
program supporting two coffee hours to three multigenerational services, beginning with
Chalica in December. Upper Class students will also be invited to lend a hand with either
ushering or with teacher support, but we are limiting again the number of volunteers per
Sunday. Please refer to your parent welcome letter for details.

Parents, if you did not fill out your child's registration form or if you've lost/misplaced your
parent letter outlining our activities, please see me ASAP.
Blessings to another fabulous Religious Education year,
Susan Galle-Boyko
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Biography of Our Guest Speakers October 7
Jessica Yochim is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State University
College of Communications where she earned a B.A. in Film and
Video. Alongside her husband, Nick Taylor, she launched MenajErie
Studio in 2013 as a digital media studio based in Erie, PA and serves
clients nationwide. MenajErie Studio also includes Leah Taylor and
Greg Happ. Both are award-winning graduates from the Edinboro
University film program. To see their work, and learn more, visit:
www.MenajErieStudio.com.
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Biography of our Guest Speaker October 28
Tyler Titus, father of two amazing little humans, is a Licensed Professional Counselor, advocate, trauma specialist, public speaker, and
elected School Board Director. Tyler became the first openly elected
transgender official in the State of Pennsylvania in November 2017. He
currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Crime Victim Center.
He was recently appointed to co-chair of the State’s first LGBT Commission of Affairs created by Governor Tom Wolf. In addition, Tyler regularly presents at local and national conferences on the topics of trauma,
suicide, and ways that communities can reach out to under-served populations. He uses his presence to speak for those who need a strong
voice and engages others in conversations that lead to meaningful
change .
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Sources and References for Recent Sunday Services
Sources for Kat Wolper’s August 12 poetry service: “Things” from The Essential Rumi,
translation by Coleman Barks “The Question” & “No Room for Form” Naomi Shihab Nye
“Kindness” KS Wolper “Kaleidoscope God” “Exoskeleton” “Eternal Things” “Swooning” “Final
Word” All unpublished, but further works can be found at anotherforever.com
Readings for the July 29 Listening and Reflecting service were from 1) A Heart as Wide as
the World, by Sharon Salzberg , 2) Start Where You Are, by Pema Chodron, and 3) Touching
Peace, by Thich Nhat Hanh, in case anyone wants to explore further.
——————————————————————–
For any of you who would like to follow up on the topic of “Do the Genes Still Fit?” check out
lectures on YouTube by Johannes Krause, Jonathan Haidt, Svante Paabo, John Hawks, Robert
McCrae and Oliver P. John, Genevieve von Petzinger. Also the videos with titles: Ancient DNA
and Human Evolution; DNA Genesis – the Children of Adam; National Geographic – the Genographic Project; Deciphering the World’s Oldest Rule Book. One will lead to another and
another and another…
Rev. Charlie’s service on September 9 used these sources: Marge Piercy: “To be of use”
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/57673/to-be-of-use
Also, “The low road” https://thesunmagazine.org/issues/502/the-low-road
Cheryl M Walker’s piece on church and community was from “Turning Point” a set of essays,
edited by Fredric Muir.: https://www.uuabookstore.org/Turning-Point-P17720.aspx
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Caring Team News
Too often, we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a
listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which
have the potential to turn a life around.
Upper Room Lunches
Starting in September, the congregation made lunches for the Upper Room. We are
making the lunches again Sunday, October 21, after the service. Please help if you
can; “many hands make light work.” Thank you to all our congregants who help to
make this possible. The men and women the Upper Room serves greatly appreciate
the lunches.
Card Blitz
The Card Blitz starts again Sunday, October 7, after the service. Halloween Cards
are provided. All you have to do is sign and address the card; we take care of the
rest. If you don’t know the people on the list, just sign the card as “a friend from
the UUCE.” If you know anyone in our congregation who needs a little bit of sunshine, please give the name to someone on the Caring Team and we will gladly include that person.
THANKSGIVING DINNER
Looking ahead, the Caring Team would like to facilitate a Thanksgiving Dinner for
any of the congregants who are interested. We did this in the past with great success. The dinner is handled like a pot luck; everyone signs up to bring something to
the dinner. Annette Krusewicz has volunteered to make the turkey. (Thank you,
Nettie!) Please sign up in the Olympia Brown Room as soon as possible so we can
go forward with plans.
DINNERS FOR THE HOMELESS
Right now, we are finalizing plans to serve hot dinners for the homeless. We are
definitely providing this service again this year on Thursdays once or twice a
month. We’ll keep you posted when we have more information. An important
heads up. We need volunteers for this project. The meals don’t make and deliver
themselves.
Caring Team Members: Ginny Sabol, Wendy Ormond, Annette Krusewicz, Edie
Cultu, Joanne Davis.
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Reverend Charles Dieterich
minister@uuerie.org

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of
UUCE events and news for the
week is sent out via email.
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Mondays and Fridays,
8-11:30 a.m.
Tues, Wed & Thurs
8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

If you would like to be
included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact
Joanne@uuerie.org before 9:30
a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook page,
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday
Service announcements, upcoming
events, conversations, words of
inspiration and much more."
For additional information, please
contact Kristin Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

Leave Voice
Messages
814-864-9300

We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
November issue is
Saturday, October 20.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

October Birthdays
13—Bob Guthrie
15—Bryan Hed
25—Adele Crotty

Service Attendance:
September 2—Speech: The First Freedom - Regis Sabol—39 adults, 1 child.
September 9—Drops of Water—Rev. Charlie Dieterich—58 adults, 8 children.
September 16—When Voices are Silenced—Rev. Charlie Dieterich—no data.
September 23—Freedom of Artistic Expression—Kelly Armor and Susan Barnett—56 adults,
8 children.

October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

1

Homeschool Group
12-2 p.m.

2

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Finance Committee
5:45 p.m.

PFLAG 7 p.m.

7

8

Caring Team Card
Blitz after the service

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

14

9

Sunday Services
Committee 4 p.m.

15

Upper Room Lunch
Prep after the
service

5

11
Caring Team
Meeting 10 a.m.

Girl Scouts
1:30-3 p.m.

17

12

One Table
Steering
Committee
4 p.m.

18

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Clothing Sale Setup
5-8 p.m..

19

23

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 a.m.

13

Keystone Progress
1-5 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Clothing Sale
8 a.m.-3 p.m.

20

Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Girl Scouts
1:30-3 p.m.

22

6

Memorial Service
2:30-8 p.m.

Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.

Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.

Board of Trustees
5 p.m..

Book Club at
home of Nancy
Brazill

Gannon Students
Service Learning Project
9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

10

16

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

21

4
Concert Setup 6 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Highway Pickup
Rain Day 9 a.m.

Girl Scouts
1:30-3 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.
Sunday Service 11
a.m. in Girard.
Potluck lunch after
the service

3
Girl Scouts
1:30-3 p.m.

Sat

10 String Symphony
Concert 7:30 p.m.

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Erie Moot 7 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m. Potluck
Lunch after the
service

Fri

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30 a.m.

24

25

26

27
Erie Sisters 6:30 p.m.

Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Girl Scouts
1:30-3 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

28

29

30
Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

31

