
The Beacon 

Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive        

religious community. 

We:                                           

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

Vision                                                                                             

We will:                                                     

*Share the wisdom of our  guiding                

principles and nurture all  who come  

seeking personal and spiritual growth.                

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and       

expanding religious congregation with  

diverse ideas and  beliefs reflected in  our  

services and  programs.                 

*Establish ourselves as a strong   

presence in the region through                              

greater community engagement. 

Covenant                                              

We:                                           

*Covenant to promote a culture of  

compassion and acceptance in our 

relations with each other.                                  

*Promise to listen with the intent to               

understand and to  communicate in an 

honest and respectful manner, even when 

we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an          

opportunity for growth. 

 
Sunday Services—start at 10:30 a.m. and last   
    approximately 60-75 minutes.    
  THEME FOR JUNE:  CONNECTIONS 

 
June 3 The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens 
Join the teens and their teachers as they share what they learned 
this year in studying The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens,              
by Sean Covey.  They discovered which habits they needed to 
practice more and in which ones they shine.  Teens: Hannah 
Cedzo, Hannah Olenwareju, Seigrid Tuttle.  Musician:  Jackson 
Froman. 
 

June 10 Keep the Fire on the Altar Burning  
  Speaker:  Reverend Beth Marshall 

There are those who can see with clarity, and they are willing to 
take the necessary risk to protect, rescue and defend those in the 
greatest need.  They keep the flame in our chalice burning.  

This morning’s full service will include our traditional Flower 
Communion, a welcome for our new members, and testimonials 
from the Reverse Offering in May.  Remember to bring with you a 
flower (or twig) to help construct the community flower           
arrangement.  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

 

June 17 Within Every Ending is a New Beginning 
 Speaker: Reverend Beth Marshall     

Endings are rarely easy, but this morning is one of celebration.  
There will be a time to honor the Board Members who are           
completing their terms of service, the last testimonials from the 
Reverse Offering, a This I Believe, and the burning of the 
church’s mortgage.   Musician:  Jackson Froman.     

 

June 24 Do the Genes Still Fit?     

 Speaker:  Dixie Morrow 

The array of human genes selected thousands of years ago        
enabled our ancestral clans to survive alongside wooly mammoths 
and giant cave bears.   Are we adapted for a global society and 
technological threats?   Musicians:  James Pearson and Hannah 
Olanrewaju. 
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Minister’s Musings 
At a small, very liberal college in Ohio, humorist David Sedaris 
recently received an honorary doctorate and then delivered the 
commencement address. Most of us in attendance could recite         
3-5 of his major points, but one stood out above the others:  
 
Pick one thing to be offended and outraged about – not dozens, 
not hundreds.  Pick one. 
 
What immediately struck me was how relevant his message was 
far beyond the assembled body of graduates, parents, alumni, 
friends and faculty—perhaps even to liberal faith traditions like 
Unitarian Universalism.   
 
We live in a time when it has become fashionable to wear our 
grievances  publicly, moving almost instantaneously to offense 
and outrage, when small slights often explode                         
disproportionately taking on greater significance than perhaps 
they merit.  This doesn’t make us better human beings, or more             
moral; it makes us angrier.   We are not necessarily more              
virtuous because we are offended.   
 
As Sedaris spoke, I could almost hear other voices countering 
with there is far too much that needs our attention to focus on 
only one issue at a time.  While there is certainly a degree of 
truth in that, there is also great wisdom in focusing precious  
energy and resources on one or two projects or issues at a time, 
addressing them thoughtfully, taking time to do the background               
research, and collaborating with others who are already doing 
the work.    
 
There are absolutely times to be offended and outraged, but I 
also believe that our effectiveness is greatly increased when 
those emotions are channeled for good through constructive           
action, and not encouraged for their own sake.  Our                   
congregations have great potential to be a driving force for 
change, in their own communities and globally, but such              
transformation will demand of us more collaboration and a            
willingness to put aside personal agendas.   As fiercely                
independent people, these are not always easy to achieve.  
 
As the summer heats up, my hope is that we will each find paths 
that are more meaningful than outraged, and that there is time 
to discern what matters most, separating the most important 
from that which is the outrage of the hour.  If you had to pick 
one, could you? And what would it be?  
 
In faith, 
Rev. Beth  
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Reminder— 
 
Please plan to attend 
the Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, 
June 24 at Noon. 
We will vote on the 
budget for 2018-2019, 
as well as three new 
board members,               
chairperson of  the   
memorial garden, and 
treasurer. 
 
Committees: 
 
Please remember to 
submit your reports to 
4unipsey72@gmail.com 
by June 17.   
 
Thank you! 
   



President’s Ponderings 
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It has turned into summer this last two weeks of May. HVAC is working and critters are a crawling. 
I just agreed to a coating of gravel to our UUCE parking lot, which may be accomplished in the 
next week. 
 
The gun position paper is in the works, Kate Buczek Concert, Garage Sale, Teen's Service, Rev 
Beth's last two services, all are happening this month of June. Hope all can attend and enjoy. 
 
The nominating committee is asking for volunteers to fill three positions on the UUCE board of 
trustees, a chair for the Memorial Garden Committee and to fill the UUCE Treasurer position. If 
you feel to need to contribute, Thank you. My term on the board ends next June, 2019. I've spent 
3 years as board president. In a group conversation among CER (the Central Eastern Region of the 
UUA) presidents, this has become a common problem. Finding members willing to hold positions 
on the board and finding someone willing to head the board. This is but one needed position to 
fill.  
 
Our numerous fund raisers have been headed by a group of individuals who again and again                   
unceremoniously lead these vitally important events. If you feel your time to contribute to our 
UUCE home has arrived, give me a shout. I can pass this information along. 
 
~Doug Russell  
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UUCE Book 
Club 

 
 
Date: June 27 
 
Place: Springhill 
 
Time: 7 p.m. 
 
Book: Just Between 
Us by Rebecca 
Drake 

Greetings to all. 
 
For the summer, most of the UUCE Religious Ed teachers and I will be 
taking time off. We are  operating a small crew of employees and     
volunteers to cover the nursery from now through the Water                
Communion Service September 9. If you haven't responded to my email 
yet about volunteering for a nursery shift on the few Sundays that our 
paid employees cannot work, please contact Lynne Brown and/or me 
ASAP. And a HUGE THANK YOU to Stephanie Majewski and Hannah 
Cedzo for staffing the nursery for most of the summer!! Since the start 
of this calendar year, we've had nursery-aged children EVERY WEEK! 
Our UUCE family is growing :) 
 
Please don't forget the Sunday June 3rd service was prepared by our 
teens to share with us all that they have learned in their school year. 
 
Also, I will have June and July off from teaching and most DRE duties.    
I will return August 1. Please watch for announcements in August that 
will recruit teachers to volunteer for another successful RE year.   I will 
also announce a parent-teacher meeting in August following a Sunday 
service to keep parents informed of the new year's curriculum. 
 
Have a safe and wonderful summer! 
 
Susan Galle-Boyko  

NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 

Welcome New Members! 
 

On June 10th we will celebrate our new members during the                   
Sunday service.   

 
We are pleased to welcome:  

 
Chris DeCrease 

 
Andrew Greene 

 
Debbie Milinovich 

 
We will also recognize Dave Szymanowski, who signed the                           

book last November.  
 

Please help us receive our new members as equal partners into our 
wonderfully expanding congregational life. 
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Friday and Saturday, June 15-16, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

 
SETUP WEEK:  Sunday, June 10  through Thursday, June 14 

 
ANYONE interested in joining the Yard Sale Planning Group,                                                  

is welcome to our final meeting at 
5:30 pm on June 6.  

                                 
~Lynne Stephens (814) 868-1438 

 
 
 
If you’ve never experienced a UUCE Yard Sale, you’re in for an amazing journey with 
us this year. 
 
We take in sale items, baked goods, and time/labor donations from members, friends, 
and the community.  (That’s a hint to you – P lease look around your space and              
consider what “stuff” are you ready to be free of.   We’ll help you get it to the 
church!). 
 
We turn our building into a giant, organized swap-fest, where we trade our treasures 
for conversations, laughter, new and renewed friendships, and much-appreciated 
funds for our budget. 
 
Historically, most of our unsold items were donated to a low-cost outlet.  Last year, 
we donated more than 50% of them to specific community organizations that either 
use them or distribute them at no cost to folks who need them.  It was a challenging 
change, but well worth the extra effort.   This year, we’ll be able to streamline the 
process and expand our outreach.   
 
The Sale is an incredible event that is fun, and serves every aspect of our goals,       
aspirations, and purposes.   The main qualities of the Garage Sale are: congregational 
and community  interaction, inviting visitors to know us and our home, financial    
profit, and recycling and donating items to fill needs and reduce waste.   The          
potential benefits are unending.  As we engage the entire congregation and new 
friends with the community, we build relationships and possibilities. 
 
Most importantly: peaceful relations, enjoyment, common growth, and social          
responsibility are our guides.  This annual event has become one of legend, laughter, 
togetherness, and joy.  Please come and ENJOY IT with us!!   

U.U.C.E. 29TH ANNUAL YARD SALE 



Save 
the 

Date! 

Annual Corn 
Roast 

                          
August 19, 2018 

Potluck with 
corn and               
beverages               
provided. 

Beach 11                  
Pavilion, 

Presque Isle 
State Park.    

More details in 
the July              
Beacon! 
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Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Mondays and Fridays,                          

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues, Wed & Thurs                               

8 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The 

Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Beth Marshall 

minister@uuerie.org 

@uuerie 

UUCE Thursday Email Updates 

Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and 

news for the week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact  Joanne@uuerie.org 

before 9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook 
page, Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service 
announcements, upcoming 

events, conversations, 
words of inspiration and 

much more." 
For  additional information, 

please contact Kristin 

Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

June Birthdays   

06—Katrina Hurlburt 

11—Roberta McCall 

11—Joan August 

13—Diane Guthrie 

13—Ella Riggin 

14—Ryan Cedzo 

15—Marge Wander 

15—Audrey Steinbrink 

22—Cathay Kramer 

23—Jan Woods 

25—Willow Hurlburt 

26—Deb Cable 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

June issue is                                                   

Saturday, June 16.                                   

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

 

04/29/18—The Nine Commandments—Rev. Charlie Dieterich—76 adults, 15 children. 

05/06/18—Journey:  A Rubric—Rev. Charlie Dieterich—71 adults. 

05/13/18—The Goddess Within—Rev. Beth Marshall—58 adults, 8 children. 

05/20/18—Life on the Margins—Rev. Beth Marshall—80 adults, 14 children. 

05/28/18—Progressive Revelation—Tom Howe—40 adults—7 children. 



June 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Garden Work Party 

9-11 a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

 Potluck lunch                 

after the service 

Special Congrega-

tional Meeting after 

Potluck 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Buddhist Sangha           

7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Homeschool Group 

12-2 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha           

7 p.m.  

Buddhist Sangha           

7 p.m.  

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

 

Flower Communion 

Board of Trustees           

5 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 

Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Finance 

Committee 

4:45 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 

Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 

Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. Book Club 7 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                        

1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                        

1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                        

1:30-3 p.m. 

Sunday 

Services           

7 p.m. 

Memory 

Cafe1-3 

p.m. 

Memory 

Cafe1-3 

p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 

Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 

Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 

Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 

Community 7 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous                   

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous                   

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous                   

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous                   

8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi                        

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi                        

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi                        

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi                        

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Keystone Progress 

1-5 p.m. 

Kate Buczek 

Concert 4 p.m. 

Congregational 

Meeting Noon 


