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THEME FOR MAY: COME, COME, WHOEVER YOU ARE
Sunday Services—start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately
60-75 minutes.

May 6
Journey: A Rubric-- Load Up the
Caravan and Let's Go! Bring Extra Sandals?
Speaker: Reverend Charles Dieterich
Musician: James Pierson

May 13

Mother’s Day

The Goddess Within

Speaker: Reverend Beth Marshall
Many of us are keenly aware of how the lives and stories of our
ancestors live on in us, but how might we find inspiration, courage
and the spirit of transformation in the stories of the ancient
goddesses? Might elements of them live on in us, in our
daughters, our nieces and sisters? Musician: Jackson Froman.

May 20

Life on the Margins

Speaker: Reverend Bath Marshall
In Fr. Gregory Boyle’s new book, Barking to the Choir, he invites us
to “find kinship with one another and reconvinces us all of our own
goodness.” We will recognize our Religious Education teachers
this morning. Musician: Jackson Froman.

May 27 Progressive Revelation, the Baha’i
Faith, and How a Wooden Table Can
Understand the Mind of the Carpenter
Speaker: Tom Howe (please see bio on page 7)
Musician: Jackson Froman.

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

Mail to: PO Box 3495

Minister:
Reverend Beth Marshall
President:
Doug Russell
UUCE Board Secretary:
John Galle-Boyko
UUCE Board Members:
Lynne Brown
Bob Guthrie
Melanie Hetzel-Riggin
Roberta McCall
Wendy Ormond

Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

MINISTER’S MUSINGS
There are exciting decisions before the congregation this
month. I am confident that the members and friends will find
ways to be present during Candidating Week, ask thoughtful
questions and listen to what Rev. Charlie has to say, and how he
articulates his hopes and dreams and ideas for a possible shared
future with UUCE. Of all the decisions members vote upon,
calling a new minister is one of the most significant – but you
know all of that. Have fun, get to know each other, and explore
what might be possible. Enjoy it all.

In hope and faith,
Rev. Beth

JUNE
LISTENING
AND
REFLECTING
SESSION
In order to focus our
attention on preparing
for the Garage Sale, we
will not have a
Listening and
Reflecting session in
June. However, we will
find the entire Garage
Sale to be an extended
opportunity to listen
and to reflect in the
moment.
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
April 29 should be our first sighting of Rev. Charles Dieterich. Are you
prepared to experience the UUCE's future? Of course that depends on a
week spent interacting with Rev. Charlie at numerous events, two
services and your vote May 6. The UUCE is calling Rev Charlie to a
settled, half-time ministry. Full-time ministry has been discussed as a
future possibility. Try to make one of the numerous meet and greets
during this coming week.
Yesterday I called the one contractor that submitted a detailed and fair
bid for repairs to the UUCE's parking lot, late last summer. Asked them
to re-submit. They will re-inspect the parking lot next week BUT won't
be able to do the work for 3 to 4 months. Anyone have a name of a
contractor that you feel could work on the UUCE parking lot? Please call,
email or talk to me about your suggestions.
This last week of April and first week of May is the UUCE's chance to
move on with a permanent presence in our community. Please take time
to join in welcoming Rev Charlie to the UUCE and take time to consider
his offer of ministry to the congregation.
~Doug

PENNIES FROM YOU AND ME FOR THE
UUCE STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
Our annual stewardship campaign began on March 11th with a Sunday
service kickoff by Rev. Beth Marshall. The following Sunday we held
“return your pledge” Sunday and collected pledges over the next five
weeks. We set a very ambitious goal of almost $138,00, which we hoped
would help support full time ministry. The stewardship team hoped that
we could reach last year’s successful campaign of $125,000. As of April 25,
as a community, we have pledged $114,218 for the 2018-2019 fiscal year. Here are the
highlights of the campaign.
•

Letters mailed to 106 pledge units who have pledged in the last 2 years; 67 pledges
returned. 51% of these were increases; 42% remained the same amount as last year.

•

Letters sent and contacts made to 13 new friends who have been attending the congregation
for 2 years or less; 6 new pledges received.

•

Total pledge units at this time is 73, which includes both individual and couple pledges

Yet to be returned are thirteen pledges from people who pledged last year. Based on last year’s
pledges they total approximately $25,930. We still hope to collect some of these pledges to get
closer to our goal.
We are very grateful to everyone who participated in making this campaign a success. We thank
Beth Guldan and Ron Brown for their testimonies and Mary Lubowicki who assisted with our
bulletin board; we are thankful for all those who pledged, increased their pledge, and returned
their pledges on time; we are blessed with the generosity of our new friends who made their
first pledges to our congregation; and we are especially thankful to Joanne Davis, our loyal
church administrator, who greatly assisted us in all aspects of this campaign.
If for any reason you have still not had the opportunity to pledge, and wish to do so, please
contact Joanne Davis in the church office. We will be grateful for your support!
~Edie Cultu and Leigh Kostis, Stewardship Campaign Co-chairs
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NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD
As we are winding down our school year, I just want to take a moment
to thank all the parents and teachers and children that made this year
so memorable for me. I’m looking forward to our next school year of RE
activities.
What are some things you can expect in the few weeks we have left?
Our teen program will present a multi generational service on June 3 to
showcase all they have learned and inspire us through their eyes. Many
thanks to John Galle Boyko, Diane Guthrie, Mary Desmone, Doug
Russell, and anyone who subbed in that program for inspiring our teens
as they learned the seven habits of highly successful teens.

MAY BOOK
CLUB
Date - May 23
Place - Home of
Janet Krack
Book - Little Women
by Louisa May Alcott

Our middle school children will wrap up their classes in May regarding
their topics of spirituality, identity, and navigating the challenges that
are specific to their development. Many thanks to Melanie Hetzel
Riggin, Deb Haire, Kat Wolper, Lin Lang Su, and anyone else that
subbed in the classroom and for inspiring our middle schoolers to be
authentic to themselves.
In the elementary room, we will have a visit on May 6 from EARS.
Please join us for the May 6 potluck to see the bunnies and to hear our
SPECIAL announcement. If you donated to EARS or if you are one of the
RE volunteers who is getting a T-shirt, I will have them the morning of
May 6 for you to wear while the bunnies are visiting. We are also
completing the school year by preparing special gifts of thanks for all
the teachers and nursery workers that have participated in our
program. Many thanks to Lynne Brown, Michelle Jaggi, Candace
Williams, Edie Cultu, Mary Lubowicki, Abby Texter, and anyone else
that subbed in this classroom and for inspiring our future leaders in
training.
Finally in our nursery program we hired a new nursery worker! Please
say hello to Stephanie Majewski the next time you see her in the hall.
She and Hannah Cedzo have volunteered to work most Sundays this
summer so that we can continue to have nursery service even if we
may not be running religious education classes during the summer
months. I also want to take this time to thank Annette Krusewicz,
Sheela Horton, Christine Bowen, Hannah Cedzo, Donna Martin, and
anyone else who subbed in the nursery so that our little ones could
have their time in play and so their families could enjoy our services as
well.
It takes a congregation who is dedicated and supportive to run an RE
program, and I thank every one of you for that pledge!
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Blessed Be,
Susan Galle-Boyko

U.U.C.E. 29TH ANNUAL YARD SALE
Friday and Saturday, June 15-16, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
SETUP WEEK: Sunday, June 10 through Thursday, June 14
ANYONE interested in joining the Yard Sale Planning Group, is welcome to our short meetings at
5:30 pm on April 18, May 9, May 29, and June 6.
~Lynne Stephens (814) 868-1438

If you’ve never experienced a U.U.C.E. Yard Sale, you’re in for an amazing journey with us this
year.
We take in sale items, baked goods, and time/labor donations from members, friends, and the
community. (That’s a hint to you – to please look around your space and consider what “stuff”
are you ready to be free of. We’ll help you get it to the church!).
We turn our building into a giant, organized swap-fest, where we trade our treasures for
conversations, laughter, new and renewed friendships, and much-appreciated funds for our
budget.

Historically, most of our unsold items were donated to a low-cost outlet. Last year, we donated
more than 50% of them to specific community organizations that either use them, or distribute
them at no cost to folks who need them. It was a challenging change, but well worth the extra
effort. This year, we’ll be able to streamline the process and expand our outreach.
The Sale is an incredible event that is fun, and serves every aspect of our goals, aspirations, and
purposes. The main qualities of the Garage Sale are: congregational and community
interaction, inviting visitors to know us and our home, financial profit, and recycling and
donating items to fill needs and reduce waste. The potential benefits are unending. As we
engage the entire congregation and new friends with the community, we build relationships
and possibilities.
Most importantly: peaceful relations, enjoyment, common growth, and social responsibility are
our guides. This annual event has become one of legend, laughter, togetherness, and joy.
Please come and ENJOY IT with us!!
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WEST MILLCREEK FOOD PANTRY
Thanks again to our wonderful UU congregation for generously
donating $297 to the Food Pantry which they used to purchase
Easter hams for their clients. I also provided 75 Easter treat bags
for the younger children. They are so very grateful for your
generosity! Please REMEMBER TO CHECK USE-BY DATES on the
items you donate. We cannot give them items that are past the
dates stamped on the item. The Pantry continues to have
highest need for cereals and sources of protein such as peanut
butter, canned tuna or chicken, canned or dry beans, canned
chili, refried beans, meat-based soups, etc. but are happy to
receive any type of donation in the way of non-perishable food,
personal care items or cleaning items.
~Deb DiPlacido

PATHWAY TO UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM CLASS
SATURDAY, MAY 19
9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Whether you have been attending the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie for a short time, sometimes, or regularly,
there must be so much more you would like to know about the
denomination and this congregation. You are welcome to join us
for the Pathway to Unitarian Universalism class to learn, ask
questions, and share in fellowship with new friends. More recent
members and UU transplants who have not yet participated in
the class are encouraged to attend. It is a fun, informal, and
informative day. There is no obligation to join UUCE by attending
this event, but for those aged 16 and over who are so led, you
will have the opportunity to do so. Childcare is available if
requested in advance, and lunch will be provided. For more
information, please contact Michele at 868-2289, or register
with Joanne at joanne@uuerie.org.
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CARING TEAM NEWS
Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an
honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all which have the potential to
turn a life around.
~Leo Buscagalia
The caring meeting, April 10, was attended by Rev. Beth, Joanne Davis, Wendy Ormond, Lisa
Balsan, Edie Cultu, Annette Krusewicz and Ginny Sabol. Thanks to all of you for attending and
for your input; we make a great team.

May 6 is another card blitz for spring. (Hopefully by the time you read this it is spring) Please
sign and address cards to members on the list. We get a lot of positive comments from people
who receive the cards, so thanks again for caring.
Sunday, May 20, we are making sack lunches for the Upper Room. Thank you to all the people
who help prepare the lunches and thank you to the children who decorate the lunch
bags. When we deliver the lunches the people at the Upper Room always send thanks and
blessings to the people who prepare the lunches.
Another item we discussed at the meeting was Thanksgiving Dinner at the UUCE. As in the past,
we have had dinner at the UU on Thanksgiving Day. Last year we did not. However the caring
team would like to pick up and restart this tradition. As in the past turkey is provided and
people who would like to attend sign up and add what they will bring to the dinner. I know this
is early but keep it in mind and decide if you want a dinner at the UU again.
Any questions, suggestions or comments are welcome.
Yours truly,
Ginny Sabol

BIOGRAPHY OF OUR GUEST SPEAKER ON MAY 27
Tom Howe is a Master Plumber, Documentary Film and TV Producer,
Director, Writer, Editor, a retired Assistant Professor of Communication and
a long-time member of the Baha’i Faith. He has served at the Baha’i World
Centre in Haifa, Israel, at the US Baha’i National Center near Chicago, Illinois,
and as an international Baha’i ‘pioneer’ in the Pacific Islands and mainland
China.
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ROADWAY CLEANUP
SPRING IS HERE!
The snow has melted, revealing all the trash that's been
collecting on our roadways over the winter. The UUCE is happily
responsible for cleaning up the road for about two miles north
of our building. We'll have four Roadway Clean-up Saturdays
this year. Our first trash-treasure hunt will be SATURDAY, MAY
5th, at 9am. Gloves, bags, pickup sticks, orange safety vests, donuts, water, and guidance are all provided for you. See you
there!

THE CHAMBERLAIN MEMORIAL GARDEN has graced the bank on the west side of the
church for over thirty years. It was created in honor of Patricia Chamberlain by her husband, Bob, both long
time active members of the Erie congregation before they moved to Florida for their retirement.
Over the years it has provided a quiet place to meditate or share a conversation, a lunch, a ceremony, or a work
party. We've even enjoyed a couple of social hours there on warm summer Sundays.
Deer, turkeys, squirrels and other wildlife have also shared our space.
The garden is maintained by volunteers and is funded by an endowment from the Chamberlains as well as by
fees given when someone wishes to have their ashes scattered or placed in the garden. The names of those
memorialized are on a plaque near the sound room window in the back of the sanctuary.
If you've never been to the garden, please take some time to wander through either before or after the Sunday
service or any time during the week. The garden will always welcome you. ~Janet Krack

SPRING FOR A LITTLE DINNER
As the weather warms and the flowers bloom, let’s get together to share
some of the springtime joy! Just as we like to see the warm sunshine, we
also like to see the warm smiles of our congregants as we gather together
for a meal and conversation. Please sign up to host a little dinner in May or
June and then sign up to attend one. The host provides the house and beverages. The guests bring the food. What an easy way to spend time together and have a good time! Look on the bulletin board in the
Olympia Brown room for sign-up opportunities.
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Reverend Beth Marshall
minister@uuerie.org

@uuerie
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Mondays and Fridays,
8-11:30 a.m.
Tues, Wed & Thurs
8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

Leave Voice
Messages
814-864-9300

We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

May Birthdays
01—Tom Schlaudecker

01—Larry Wander
08—Mary Lubowicki
13—Hannah Olanrewaju
20—Deb Haire
30—Melanie Hetzel-Riggin
31—Carolyn Rhodes
28—Walter Toperzer

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
June issue is
Saturday, May 19.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

Service Attendance:
04/01/18—Easter: The Ultimate April Fool’s Day—Lynne Stephens—43 adults, 3 children.
04/08/18—Sacred Listening, Sacred Presence—Rev. Beth Marshall—60 adults, 10 children.
04/15/18—Sacred Foolishness—Rev. Beth Marshall—61 adults.
04/22/18—Earth Day—RE Children—70 adults, 18 children.

May 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
Alcoholics
Anonymous

Memory Café 1-3 p.m.
Homeschool Group
12-2 p.m.

1

2

Girl Scouts
1:30-3 p.m.

3

Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch
after the service

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
Erie Moot 7 p.m.

6

Board of Trustees
5:30 p.m.

7

Caring Team Card
Blitz during potluck
Whispering Lake
Grove Beltaine
Service 5 p.m.

13

Listening and
Reflecting Session
after the service
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Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
PFLAG 7 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Girl Scouts
6:30-8 p.m.

14

Tuesday
Morning
Music Club
9 a.m.-noon

Homeschool
Girl Scouts
Curriculum
fundraiser
11 a.m.4:30 p.m.

9

Upper Room Lunch
Prep during coffee
hour

20

Position Paper
Discussion Group
12 p.m.

10

15

16

17
Sunday Services
Committee 4 p.m.

21

Girl Scouts
6:30-8 p.m.

22

Girl Scouts
1:30-3 p.m.

23

24

Anti Mass
Incarceration
Meeting
7-9 p.m.

18
Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.

29
Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

Girl Scouts
1:30-3 p.m.

30

25
Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.

Yard Sale Planning
Meeting 6 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Keystone Progress
1-5 p.m.

19

Tai Chi
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Pathway to UU Class
9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

28

12

Tai Chi
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

27

11

Memory Café 1-3 p.m.
Girl Scouts
1:30-3 p.m.

5

Upper Room Lunch
Prep 8:30 a.m.

Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.

Yard Sale Planning
Meeting 6 p.m.

Tai Chi
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

One Table Meeting
4 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

4

Highway Pickup 9
a.m.

31

26

Tai Chi
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Erie Sisters
6:30 p.m.

