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The Beacon
THEME FOR APRIL: SACREDNESS
Sunday Services—start at 10:30 a.m. and last

April 1

Minister:
Reverend Beth Marshall

approximately
60-75 minutes.

President:
Doug Russell

Easter, the Ultimate April Fool's Day

UUCE Board Secretary:
John Galle-Boyko

Speaker: Lynne Stephens
As we awake from winter's snow and slumber, we greet
springtime with renewed purpose and possibility. Musicians:
Kelly Armor and Pat Lorei.

April 8

UUCE Board Members:
Lynne Brown
Bob Guthrie
Melanie Hetzel-Riggin
Roberta McCall
Wendy Ormond

Holy Listening, Sacred Presence

Speaker: Reverend Beth Marshall
All too often there is an expectation that the “right” words are
what is needed. In fact, what might be needed most is much
different. Musician: Jackson Froman.

April 15 Sacred Fools

Speaker: Reverend Beth Marshall
Imbedded in many religious traditions is the presence of a holy
fool, a trickster, a jester, the one who humorously asks that we
take what we think we know and turn it upside down, seeing
what else we might learn or what we might understand
differently. Musician: Jackson Froman.

April 22 Earth Day
With our RE Children
The theme for this Multi-Generational Service, our theme is
Saving The Oceans. Musician: Jackson Froman.

April 29 The Nine Commandments:

Beyond The Decalogue

Guest Speaker: Rev. Charles Dieterich
Ancient sacred texts have much to teach us, even
today. Should they be etched in stone? Musician:
Jackson Froman.

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

Mail to: PO Box 3495

Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

Minister’s Musings
This time of year gets complicated for some of us. After a long,
cold winter, many of us have a deep yearning to celebrate, but
our radically different expectations sometimes get in the way of
celebrating together.
Colleague Jane Rzepka is only half-kidding when she writes
about how Unitarian Universalist congregations can’t win on
Easter. Why? Because on this day in particular, we come
bearing radically different expectations. She writes:

Our familiar congregations will come through the doors,
alongside a goodly number of Easter visitors we’ve never seen
before. Why do they come?
To hear the familiar, traditional, Easter music. To NOT hear
familiar, traditional, Easter music. To be reminded of the
newness of spring, the pagan symbols of the season, the
lengthening of days, without a lot of talk about Jesus and
resurrection. Conversely, to BE reminded of Jesus and His
Resurrection, without a lot of talk about the newness of spring,
the pagan symbols of the season, and the lengthening of days.

They come participate in a family service, where children delight
in discovering the many roots of our religious tradition. Or they
come to participate in a dignified service, where adults celebrate
the undeniably Christian holiday, Easter.
We each have religious stories, spring dreams and seasonal
celebrations. And, on Easter they’re with us, joining together in
church. This is our glorious celebration, and by considering the
blend a blessing, we win every time.
The blending and blessing she speaks of on Easter is not much
different than the blending and blessing we do every Sunday. I
believe in embracing all that we honor and cherish as a
blessing. So in that spirit, during this season of rebirth and
rejuvenation, I invite each of you to embrace the spectrum of all
the places where you find inspiration, and therein find the
blessing.
In hope and faith,
Rev. Beth
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President’s Ponderings
Rev Beth's time here is almost over. Part of our reason for having her
here was to look into our committee structure. We started with 24
named committees, which has been whittled down to the nine named
in the UUCE By-Laws. The Religious Education, Hospitality, Finance,
Caring and Sunday Service committees have chairpersons. Building
and Grounds, Membership and Social Responsibility run without chairs
but function with dedicated volunteers. The Committee on Ministry,
which hasn't existed since Rev. Steve retired, needs to be re-instated
and staffed when a new minister is found. The descriptions of the
duties of the committees have become dated with the new realities of
family life, with everyone busy and pulled in so many different
directions. A congregant has offered to assist Rev Beth in the final
assessment and reclassification of the committees. This should be
completed by June 30, the end of Rev Beth's contract. Please
consider joining in this effort.
Our committees facilitate the fulfillment of our commitments to our
individual members as well as the surrounding community. These
commitments are a reflection of our Seven Principles. The social
outreach to our community is vast, but we must not forget to support
our own members. We have joined a congregation, a group—not a
church, an institution.
Please consider joining with Rev. Beth to assess and strengthen the
committees, which are the glue that holds this community together. A
minister is a great rallying point, but that is just the beginning. Our
entire congregation is bound together in our efforts to supply the
local community with another view of what it means to care for one
another.
Call me with your questions, offers and suggestions.
Doug

Jan Woods appreciates all the
cards, prayers and good wishes
she has received during her recent
illness. She is recovering well and
feels “almost like myself”.

Pennies from
You and Me
Stewardship
Campaign
Our Stewardship
Campaign has been
underway for two
weeks. To date we have
received approximately
half of the pledges
anticipated. Every
pledge so far has either
been increased or remained the same. That
is great news!
We have two more
weeks to go. If you
have already pledged—
Thank You! If you still
haven’t returned your
pledge, please bring it
to church or mail it in as
soon as possible. If for
any reason you have not
received your pledge
forms, please let us
know and we will be
happy to get you one.
All those pennies from
all of us will add up to a
successful year for the
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie.

Together we will be able
to support the programs
that mean so much to
all of us.
Stewardship Team:
Edie Cultu and
Leigh Kostis
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Notes From the RE Chalkboard
Let me start this month’s entry with my humble thanks to the
families and congregants of the UUCE. The fundraiser for EARS
surpassed my expectations! So far we have donated four carloads
of newspapers, paper towels, and garbage bags to the facility. We
will also have a monetary donation to present to them in May when
the bunnies return for their final visit of the school year. We could
not have done this without everyone’s help and support. Mark
your calendars for May 6 for our fur-friends. For the children that
raised funds for the rabbits, I am asking that you wear your EARS
T-shirt on May 6 for the bunny visit. Once T-shirts are delivered, I’ll
hold onto them in the classroom so we have them for the day of
their visit.
April 22 is our Earth Day service. This year‘s theme is Saving The
Oceans. On Easter/April Fools’ Day, the middle school class will
work on their drum circle for the service while the elementary age
kids will begin work on a responsive reading. If you can’t make it
for Our RE class on April 1, please set aside April 8 and 15 to have
your elementary and or middle school children in RE class for other
preparations for the Earth Day service.

Blessings,
Susan Galle-Boyko

Erie Atheists and Agnostics meet at UUCE
every Friday evening at 7 p.m., except for
Saturday, April 14, when they will meet from
5:30– 8:30 p.m.
Here are our meetup topics for the rest of April:

Friday, April 6: Guided Discussion:
The Possible Dangers of Artificial General Intelligence
Saturday, April 14: Guided Discussion:
Antinatalism
Friday, April 20: Guided Discussion:

On Being a Skeptic
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Friday, April 27: Poetry Night

Thank You From The Caring Team!
Thank you to everyone
who helped with the
lunches for the Upper
Room on Sunday, March
18, and an especially
loud shout out to all the
children who helped and
made the bags festive!

The Heather Pierson Acoustic Trio will
perform at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie on
Friday, April 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Hailing from New Hampshire’s Mount Washington Valley,
Heather and her trio are a rare bunch – three musicians from three very different backgrounds,
bringing their skills, their quiet charm, and their down-to-earth honesty to bear on songs that bring
to life the sounds of the streets of New Orleans and the valleys of Appalachia. Their recordings
(2015’s Still She Will Fly and 2017’s Singin’ ) and live performances feature Heather’s multi-genre
songwriting, their instrumental virtuosity, and stirring three--part vocal harmonies.
Heather Pierson (lead vocals, acoustic guitar, tenor banjo, piano ) is an award-winning singer/
songwriter, pianist, and performer. With eight previous solo recordings under her belt, Heather’s
wise-beyond-her-years songwriting, angelic voice, and world-class chops have catapulted her into
the national spotlight. Erie native and UUCE member Davy Sturtevant (cornet, dobro, fiddle,
mandolin, harmony vocals ) is a veteran touring artist, producer, engineer, songwriter, and performer.
Armed with a gorgeous tenor voice and a mighty arsenal of instruments that come to life in his
capable hands, Davy is at once a witty, thoughtful, and engaging musical presence. Shawn Nadeau
(bass, harmony vocals ) brings a rock solid thump and nearly two decades of performing experience
to the trio, informed by a wide spectrum of unique rhythmic and melodic sensibilities ranging from
rockabilly to reggae to jazz.
Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 at the door and are available at
Brown Paper Tickets: https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/3320847
and at www.heatherpierson.com.
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We want you to help recruit youth leaders for our regional
youth leaders school. This is a week-long immersion experience that graduates consistently cite as transformational.
It’s a chance for high school youth to focus on deepening
their identities as a Unitarian Universalist leader, practice
skills, and discern how to use their gifts in the world now.
Goldmine graduates have joined social justice committees,
become worship associates and helped teach curriculum. We
want you to help recruit youth to attend, because sending
youth to Goldmine is an investment in your congregation.
It makes a difference when adults take the time to tell a
youth they see their leadership talent and want to help them
grow that!
You can send youth and parents to read more and listen to
Goldmine graduates talk about their experience here: https://
www.uua.org/central-east/youth/goldmine
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Single Payer Health Care:
What is it? How Can It Save Me Money?

Thursday, April 26
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
H O Hirt Auditorium-Blasco Memorial
Library
160 E. Front Street, Erie 16507

This forum will zero in on proposed legislation HB 1688 & SB 1410 which will
drastically change our health care system in PA. First, we will show "Fix It: Health Care at
the Tipping Point." This documentary was produced by a PA CEO who is convinced such
a system will help our businesses be competitive in the current global market. The
movie is a good primer on just what a Single Payer System is and what it is not. After
the movie, we will have a panel discussion with room for lots of Q & A. Doors open at
5:30 p.m. with the 35 minute movie beginning at 6 p.m.
This is open to the public and free of charge.
Sponsors include Health Care 4 All PA Education Fund
and UE 506 PAC.

7

8

9

Reverend Beth Marshall
minister@uuerie.org

@uuerie
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Mondays and Fridays,
8-11:30 a.m.
Tues, Wed & Thurs
8 a.m. until 1 p.m.

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

Leave Voice
Messages
814-864-9300

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

April Birthdays
01—Lorna Slater

03—Margo Wolfe
We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
May issue is
Saturday, April 21.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

04—Jack Blount
13—Ginny Sabol
26—Edie Cultu

Service Attendance:
03/04/18—Why I Want to Live to be 120 and Beyond—Bob Guthrie—49 adults, 19 children.
03/11/18—Growing Hope—Rev. Beth—40 adults, 9 children.
03/18/18—What Makes a Life? - Rev. Beth—55 adults 8 children.
03/25/18—Seedfolks—Janet Krack—61 adults—16 children.

April 2018
Sun

1

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch
after the service

Mon

2

3

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
Erie Moot 7 p.m.

Whispering Lake
Grove Fool’s Rite
5 p.m.

8

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Listening and
Reflecting Session
after the service

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Upper Room Lunch
Prep during coffee
hour

Wed

Finance Committee
4:45 p.m.

4

Homeschool Group
12-2 p.m.

Thu

5

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

9

10

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
PFLAG 7 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.
Sunday Services
4 p.m.

Girl Scouts
6:30-8 p.m.

16

17

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

11

12

Cat Yoga
6:30-7:30 p.m.

24

Whispering Lake
Grove Earth Day
Service 5 p.m.

30
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

7
Alcoholics
Anonymous 8:30
a.m.

18

Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

14

Upper Room Lunch Prep
8:30 a.m.

One Table Meeting
4 p.m.

Keystone Progress 1-5 p.m.

Board of Trustees
5 p.m.

Cat Yoga
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Atheist and Agnostic
Community
5:30-8:30 p.m.

19

20

Memory Café 1-3 p.m.

21

Alcoholics
Anonymous 8:30 a.m.

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30
a.m.

25

26

27

Turkish Cooking Class
3 p.m.

28

Alcoholics
Anonymous 8:30 a.m.
Garden Work Party
9-11:30 a.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

Girl Scouts
6:30-8 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

13

Homeschool Science
Fair 12-3 p.m.

Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.
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Sat

Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

29

6
Heather Pierson Trio
6-9 p.m.

Memory Café 1-3
p.m.

Cat Yoga
3-4 p.m.

22

Fri

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

Erie Music Teachers
3 p.m.

15

Tue

Atheist and Agnostic
Community 7 p.m.

Tai Chi 9:30-10:30
a.m.
Erie Sisters 6:30 p.m.

