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THEME FOR JANUARY:  POSSIBILITIES 

 

Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last  approximately 60-75 

minutes.   
 
January 7 New Orleans Jazz Funeral      
Join us as we “cut the year loose” New Orleans style!   It's a time to 
cry and a time to laugh, a time to grieve and a time to dance. We'll 
make a joyful noise, and parade around as part of the “second line” 
in a rousing adieu to the old, and bonne chance in the year ahead. 
Special musical selections and performances make this service 
one of our favorite traditions.  Laissez les bons temps rouler!   
Musicians:  Jackson Froman, Pat Lorei, Doug Russell, Tammie 
Johnson. 

 

 

January 14         Wanted:  The Perfect Minister      

  Speaker:  Rev. Beth Marshall                                       

With the search for a new minister fully underway, it seems only 

fitting to spend a morning exploring what goes into the perfect    

ministerial candidate, or the perfect congregation for that matter.   

Musician:  Candace Williams.  
 
 
 
January 21     Why I Want to Live to Be 120 and Beyond 
 Speaker:  Bob Guthrie 
Bob will discuss why he is so optimistic for the future with                 
ever-increasing advances in technology.   
Musician:  Jackson Froman 
 
 
 
January 28       Can You Imagine It?  
  Speaker:  Pastor Chuck Cammarata     
     (see biography on page 4.) 
In an era of massive pessimism about the future of humanity, a 
question that needs to be asked is, 'Is it possible to envision a     
better future?' In his talk this morning Pastor Chuck Cammarata 
will talk about the lenses that we each use to view the world and 
about the possibilities of adjusting those lenses.                                          
Musician:  Jackson Froman. 
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive        

religious community. 

We:                                           

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

Vision                                                                                             

We will:                                                     

*Share the wisdom of our  guiding                

principles and nurture all  who come  

seeking personal and spiritual growth.                

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and       

expanding religious congregation with  

diverse ideas and  beliefs reflected in  our  

services and  programs.                 

*Establish ourselves as a strong   

presence in the region through                              

greater community engagement. 

Covenant                                              

We:                                           

*Covenant to promote a culture of  

compassion and acceptance in our 

relations with each other.                                  

*Promise to listen with the intent to               

understand and to  communicate in an 

honest and respectful manner, even when 

we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an          

opportunity for growth. 
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Minister’s Musings 

Dreams 

 

At the start of the New Year, it seems fitting to a few of my dreams for UUCE.  Naturally, at the 

top of my list is the dream of the congregation voting to call a wonderful, new minister in the 

spring, but  there are others. 

 

I have a dream that one Sunday soon, the parking lot will be filled to capacity 15 minutes          

before the service begins, and to our surprise, more people will be attending than there are 

Orders of Services printed or even chairs set up in the Sanctuary.  I would love to see those 

beautiful doors to the Olympia Brown Room swung open for overflow seating.   (This vision of 

abundance tends to counter a colleague’s  dream where if no one is sitting in the front 3-4 

rows,  at the push of a button, the chairs drop down into the basement and the rest of the 

chairs  move forward on a conveyor belt.  It’s a twisted variation on the familiar   “…and the 

last shall be first….”)  

 

I have a dream that most Sundays, all of our RE classrooms will be fully utilized for lively            

classes and programs, addressing the spiritual needs of our younger ones from the nursery 

through high school, and that more of the youth beg  their parents to bring them to church,        

because they don’t want to miss anything.    

      

I have a dream that a handful of talented, committed individuals will  step up and volunteer to 

lead some of our key committees. There are currently openings on Membership, Social         

Responsibility and RE.  These are key committees that define our community,  and fulfilling 

the dreams and goals of UUCE are difficult to do without a full leadership team.   

 

I have a dream that multiple groups regularly offer their musical gifts during Sunday Services.  

In addition to the choir, wouldn’t  it be fun to have a jazz group,  a brass quartet, an acapella  

or a folk group?  I could even be open to a small group that did covers of contemporary songs 

or Broadway music, to fit with the theme of a specific service.  

 

I have a dream that the congregation is able to find a defining social responsibility project that 

will excite and include a high percentage of the congregation.  We have so many good         

projects going, but is seems that a large majority of them are sustained by one or two                 

individuals. While these projects do fill a deep need in the community, from a systems                    

perspective, for them to be truly church projects, they need more participation from the                   

congregation.  

 

I have a dream that our beautiful building becomes a true center in Erie for progressive               

conversations and social responsibility, hosting regular conversations and presentations,     

workshops and trainings.   We are positioned geographically to draw from multiple urban              

areas, and our historic roots could make UUCE the perfect choice.   

 

And, even though at this writing it is not yet officially winter, I am dreaming of the day when the 

first daffodils peak through the snow, affirming once again that life persists. 

Perhaps you share some of these dreams. 

       In hope and faith, 

 

       ~Rev. Beth     
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President’s Ponderings 
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2017 has rushed by.  
 
The Garage Sale, Service Auction and pledge drive all contributed to 
allowing the congregation to continue working in the community and 
within our UUCE home. Supporting our efforts of feeding the              
homeless, to gathering at local events in support of societal change, 
to obtaining the material and DRE for a growing RE program, to                
maintaining our UUCE building, to re-contracting, with Rev. Beth 
Marshall and Joanne our “do it all” secretary.  
 
Thank you congregants, for all your efforts!  
 
The Search Committee has its basic paperwork approved by the 
UUA Transition Office. A few more pieces of paperwork and our                
request for a hired, ½ time minister should be posted at the UUA 
website. When you see Search Committee members; Lisa Balsan, 
Steve Sullivan, Deb DiPlacido, Bryan Hed, Nanci Lorei, Michele 
Paich, Christine Cedzo, Lily Maguire and ex-officio Melanie          
Hetzel-Riggin, thank them and continue to support them during the              
coming months as they consider the offers that will come.  
 
With the mortgage paid off and the Search Committee process using 
but a part of the funds, where do we set our sites?  
 
A full time minister seems beyond our fiscal abilities at the moment. 
Large but tantalizing close. In a letter, included in the search                
information, I included the positives and problems that face our          
region and city. Tried to possibly entice a problem solver, maybe a 
firebrand to consider the challenges our region face as a positive 
move on their part.  
 
Hope you're shoveled out and ready for a new year.  
 
~Doug Russell 



January 7—Potluck Lunch—Robert Rhodes, Caroline Rhodes,         

  Steve Sullivan, Brittany Deutsch, Wendy Ormond,  

  Carla Mayhugh. 

January 14—Coffee Hour—Deb Haire, Richard Haire, Lisa Balsan. 

January 21—Coffee Hour—Carla Mayhugh, Bob Guthrie, Diane  

  Guthrie.  

January 28—Pancake Breakfast. 
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Hospitality Volunteers for January 

Annual Pancake 
Breakfast 

 
Sunday, January 28th               

serving from                          
9:00 to 10:00 AM. 

 
     Join us for our delicious 
pancakes, Hurry Hill Maple 
Syrup, sausages, fruit, and 

beverages. Prepared by our 
own chefs and competently 

served by our teens. 
 

 Tickets available after the 
services during the            
Sundays in January. 

 Cost: $7.00 for adults           
$3< 12yrs   Family $18.00 

  
Pastor Chuck Cammarata is a Pittsburgher (and therefore a rabid 
Steeler fan) who, last February ended a 32 year run as Pastor of 
Fairview Presbyterian church. Today, as he revels in retirement, he 
has begun to get involved with organizations like "One Table", and 
"Art-Erie" (ask me about it) has returned to his roots as an artist (I am 
creating again) is enjoying the time to be a friend again, and is giving 
time and love to his 3 children, their partners, and their kids, and 
most of all finding time for the person he cares most about in this 
world (no it is not me) his wonderful wife Donna.  

Biography of our January 28 Speaker 



  
Voting members of UUCE -- by a 26 yea, 1 nay vote -- approved a Position Paper on                      
decriminalizing small amounts of marijuana for non-medical, personal use, and also approved its 
distribution to elected officials in the City of Erie and to local media. 
 
 Both our Adult Education Committee and the ACT Team/Social Responsibility Committee            
sponsored this action.  When Board President Doug Russell called the Dec. 10 meeting to order, 
Mary Desmone (representing Adult Ed) made a motion to approve; seconded by Al Richardson 
(representing Social Responsibility).  Copies of a draft Position Paper and a draft Ordinance were 
available. 
 
 Before discussion began, Richardson summarized the 9-month process that culminated in this 
special meeting.  An important step in that process was collaborating with Art Leopold (Keystone 
Progress) to produce the Public Forum at Jefferson Educational Society on Oct. 26.  (See https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtjuqpvWqDk.) 
 
 Richardson also provided background details about the draft Ordinance. 
 
 During the discussion before voting, the last sentence of the draft Position Paper was amended to 
read: “We urge Erie City Council to enact legislation to lessen the penalties of possession of a 
small amount of marijuana and related drug paraphernalia from a misdemeanor to a summary          
offense under certain terms and conditions.” 
 
The approved Position Paper includes pertinent facts, principles and arguments validating the   
stated UUCE position.  To obtain a copy -- via email or postal mail -- contact our Secretary,        
Joanne Davis: joanne@uuerie.org or 814-864-9300. 
 
On Dec. 12, copies of the signed Position Paper were delivered to Erie City Council and Mayor, 
along with a cover letter (on UUCE letterhead) with this text:  
“Public support for decriminalizing possession/use of small amounts of marijuana has never been 
greater, and neither have racial disparities in marijuana arrests.  
 
 As explained in the attached Position Paper, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie             
supports decriminalizing small amounts of marijuana for non-medical, personal use. * 
 
 For the sake of racial justice and alleviating mass incarceration which adversely impacts families, 
our Congregation urges Erie City Council to enact appropriate decriminalizing legislation. 
________ 
 * Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie does not advocate or encourage non-medical,          
personal use of marijuana.”  
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Report on December 10 Special Meeting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtjuqpvWqDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtjuqpvWqDk
mailto:joanne@uuerie.org


Remembering Howard Lincoln 

  
by Al Richardson 
  
Howard Lincoln died last October, at the age of 79.  Almost 50 years 
earlier, in March 1969, Howard signed the membership book of the 
First Unitarian Society of Erie. 
 
 Already a UU when I moved to Erie in 1975, I met Howard and his 
wife Mary at our Sunday Services.  Over the ensuing 40+ years, my 
wife Peggy and I became good friends of the Lincoln family,              
interacting with them many different times and places in Erie as well 
as Florida, and once (unplanned) in Belize! 
 
Peggy taught 6th grade in Millcreek Township and had Howard’s 
daughter and younger son in her classes.  Howard served a term as 
President of the Erie Philharmonic Board; his older son played the 
cello when Peggy (now Phil Board Member Emeritus) was guiding the 
Erie Jr. Phil orchestra.  Believing that every child should have access 
to a quality music education, Howard co-founded the Young Peoples 
Chorus of Erie and “persuaded” the Richardsons to be major        
supporters. 
 
The Lincoln’s loyalty and generosity to our UU congregation are     
exemplary.  During capital campaigns as well as annual canvassing 
for pledges, we could always count on Howard and Mary.  The three 
flowering Crabapple trees alongside Perry Hwy were Mary’s              
contribution.  Ten years ago, when our Sanctuary was condemned 
because of rotting glulam support arches, Howard and Mary came to 
our rescue with the major donation that is acknowledged by the 
plaque outside the Sanctuary doors: “Sanctuary Restoration 2007 / 
Made possible through the Commitment and Generosity of Mary and 
Howard Lincoln.” 
 
Although not frequently seen at our Sunday Services, Howard was a 
bona fide “pillar” of our congregation.  He earned our heartfelt “well 
done and thank you” salute.  We will truly miss him. 
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Photo taken at Sanctuary restoration and improvements                                                  
dedication service January 13, 2008. 



  
  

 
Have you ever dreamed of visiting Alaska? If so, WhaleCoast 
Alaska 2018 is for you!  Four Alaska UU fellowships invite you to 
experience our eco-cultural and spiritual program this                   
summer.   
 
See Alaska through the eyes of local UUs, with friendly 
homestays and unique tour activities.   
 
See wildlife, including moose, bears, caribou, whales, bald            
eagles, seals, and otters. Visit Denali National Park.  
 
Experience Native Alaskan culture.   
 
Forget the cruise ships – our program is the best way to visit 
Alaska! Tours led by Dave Frey, member of the Fairbanks UU 
congregation and Alaska travel expert. Find out more about this 
Alaskan trip of a lifetime. For complete information go 
to:  www.WhaleCoastAK.org, email dfrey@whalecoastak.org or 
call 907-322-4966.   
 
Discount for groups of 8 or more. We would love to share our 
Alaska with you! 
 
I went on this trip last summer and it was fantastic!   
 
If you are interested in seeing Alaska in a unique way, this is a 
special experience.   
 
I’d be glad to fill you in with all the details.   
 
~Leigh Kostis  
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WhaleCoast Alaska 2018 

http://www.whalecoastak.org/


Every man should be born again on the first of January. Start with a fresh page.                         
Take up one hole more in the buckle, if necessary, or let down one, according to                       
circumstances; but, on the first of January let every man gird himself once more,                       

with his face to the front, and take interest in the things that are and are to be,                                          
and not in the things that were and are past.  

 
~Henry Ward Beecher, "A Completed Year," 1882 December 

 
So we start another year, here, at the UUCE.   
 
UPPER ROOM— We plan to make meals for the Upper Room Saturday, January 13 and 
27. We need volunteers to make, transport, and serve the meals.  We make the meal 
starting at 8:30 and deliver it by 12:00.  We have the option of serving the meal or not. 
The work with the Upper Room is a great chance for congregates to practice their faith 
and commitment. Tom Schlaudecker, one of our members, started the Upper Room.  Call 
Joanne in the office if you have any questions or choose to volunteer.  
 
BAG LUNCHES— Sunday, January 21 is the day we pack lunches for the Upper Room 
after the service.  For this project, “ Many hands make short work.”  The more people who 
help, the faster it goes.  Anyone is welcome.  Just find a space and dig in making      
sandwiches, packing cookies, fruit, eggs and veggies.  This project is not limited to just 
adults volunteering. 
 
CARD BLITZ—Thank you for the participation in sending cards to our shut-ins.  Many              
people tell me how much a cheery card makes their day.  So let’s have a card blitz on 
January 14.  If you have a person who you think would like to be included in our list 
please let us know.   
 
Have a warm and peaceful January,  
 
Ginny Sabol 

Caring News 



UUCE awarded grant for 7th Annual Kate Buczek Memorial Concert 
  
Last month our congregation received a Project Stream Grant of $696 from PA Council on the Arts Pennsylvania 
Partners in the Arts that will help with expenses of our 7th Annual Kate Buczek Memorial Concert scheduled          
Sunday afternoon, June 3. 
 
Last June Al Richardson wrote the grant application. He also passed the “impresario baton” to Tom Schlaudecker 
who now serves as Artistic Leader for the June 3rd and future concerts. 
 
 Kate Buczek Memorial Concerts were launched in 2012. Two years earlier, after Kate died at age 91, UUCE           
began receiving memorial gifts from her many friends in the Erie community.  Draw-downs from her Memorial 
Fund and new donations from concert-goers enabled the concert series to continue for the past six years. 
 
Kate was a long-term loyal member and generous supporter of UUCE. She also had an exemplary career of   
community activism, including: serving 45 years as secretary of Erie Branch of NAACP; working with Citizens for 
Better Schools; serving as Director of Erie Opportunities Industrialization Center (OIC); co-founding the Erie 
Peace and Justice Center, and organizing a book club lasting 45 years. 
 
Kate developed an appreciation for music and was an enthusiastic jazz fan. She attended many concerts country 
wide, including several years enjoying the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival in later life. Among her                  
favorites were Louis Armstrong, Miles Davis, Thelonious Monk, and the Grateful Dead. 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Mondays 8-11 a.m., 

Tues, Wed & Thurs                               

8 a.m. until 1 p.m.,               

Fridays 8 a.m.—noon 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The 

Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Beth Marshall 

minister@uuerie.org 

@uuerie 

UUCE Thursday Email Updates 

Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and 

news for the week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact  Joanne@uuerie.org 

before 9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook 
page, Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service 
announcements, upcoming 

events, conversations, 
words of inspiration and 

much more." 
For  additional information, 

please contact Kristin 

Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

January  Birthdays   

   

02—Diana Ziemniak 

02—Tara Seigworth 

08—Al Richardson 

14—Laurie Baker 

15—Nancy Brazill 

28—Randy Hurlburt 

    

     

  

 

 

 

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

February issue is                                                   

Saturday, January 20.                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

12/03/17—Chalica—RE Youth and Children—57 adults. 

12/10/17—Window on Compassion—Rev. Beth—60 adults, 6 children. 

12/17/17—Stages of Santa—Rev. Beth—64 adults, 11 children. 

12/24/17—Carols and Candlelight Christmas Eve—100 attendees. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

January 2018 

Caring team Upper 

Room Lunch Prep 8:30 

a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

 Potluck lunch  

after the             

service 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Caring Team Upper 

Room Lunch        

Assembly after the 

service 

Listening and            

Reflecting              

12:15 p.m. 

Whispering Lake 

Grove Imbolc         

Service 5 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 

Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Girl Scouts             

6:30-8 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 

Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 

Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Girl Scouts             

6:30-8 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 

Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Girl Scouts             

6:30-8 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic 

Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Sunday Services 

Committee 5:30 

p.m. 

Finance Committee 

4:45 p.m. 

Adult RE                  

10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Birthday Party       

4:30-9:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics                

Anonymous               

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                

Anonymous               

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                

Anonymous               

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                

Anonymous               

8:30 a.m. 

Buddhist Sangha           

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha           

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha           

7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha           

7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha           

7 p.m. 

Memory Café              

1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café              

1-3 p.m. 

RPG Game Day 

Noon—6 p.m. 

Caring team Upper 

Room Lunch Prep 

8:30 a.m. 

Board of Trustees 

5:00 p.m. 

Atheist and             

Agnostic Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and             

Agnostic Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and             

Agnostic Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and             

Agnostic Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Qi Gong                              

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Qi Gong                              

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Qi Gong                              

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Qi Gong                              

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Homeschool Group  

12-2 p.m. 


