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Sunday Services
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begin at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.

Roberta McCall
UUCE Board Members:

August 7

Highlights from the UU General Assembly Sunday
Service, July 24, 2016

We will view highlights from the service including music, poetry and the
sermon “In All Thy Getting, Get Understanding,” by Rev. Nancy McDonald
Ladd of River Road Unitarian Universalist Church, Bethesda, Maryland.
There will be time for discussion at the end of the service. Come and
celebrate with over 4,000 other Unitarian Universalists!
August 14

Quaker Service

We will meet with the Religious Society of Friends or Quakers in our sanctuary. Members of their congregation will join us for a combined Quaker - UU
service. Meeting for Worship: The community gathers together in a waiting,
expectant frame of spirit. Worship is silent, waiting upon insight from God. A
participant may feel led to share a message with those present. There may
be many, few, or no such messages, which Friends call “vocal ministry”. The
meeting concludes when the person with responsibility for closing the worship
discerns that the meeting has drawn to an end. Worship usually lasts about
an hour. What am I supposed to do during worship? You are encouraged to
explore ways to center down. Centering means entering deep stillness. The
idea is to clear one’s mind of chatter and to concentrate on listening to God.
The service will be led by a member of their congregation and is being
coordinated by Jim Wise. Refreshments will be provided after the service.
August 21

The best reflections are there when the wind,
water, and you are still.

Join us for another summer lite service as we commune with nature in the
"sheltering arm" of Presque Isle. The service will include walking meditation
to the shore, and sitting meditation in the shade of the picnic shelter.
August 28

The final service in our Summer Lite series.

Details to be announced!

Lynne Brown
Bob Guthrie
John Boyko
Mary Zuck
Wendy Ormond

Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.

THE UUCE IS AGAIN
PARTICIPATING IN ERIE
Mark Tuesday, August 9 on Your
Calendar!
This day of support for local nonprofits will be held on Tuesday, August
9 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. online at www.eriegives.org. Why donate on
this day? The Erie Community Foundation and their sponsors will
enhance donors’ gift by providing a prorated match to each gift made.
Donating is easy. Log on to www.eriegives.org between 8 a.m. and 8
p.m.; have a Visa, MasterCard, or Discover card handy. Look up the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie. Decide how much you
would like to donate; there is a $25 minimum donation but the
maximum is up to you. The website allows you to donate to up to 10
local nonprofits in one transaction.
If you do not have a credit card, write a check to the UUCE with “Erie
Gives” in the donation line any time before August 9. The donation will
be entered on that Tuesday so that the UUCE can benefit from the
additional funds offered through the ECF.

CARING
TEAM
UPDATE

The UUCE will receive the donations through the Erie Community
Foundation during a check presentation ceremony. Your gift will be
put to work immediately. We will continue the work of our
congregation—community service projects, strengthening our
committees, and helping our members become more involved in UUCE,
OMD, and UUA activities.
Please donate on this special day!

Caring Committee
Meeting, August 5,
10:30 a.m.,
UUCE Office.

All are welcome.
We always need new
members.

Hope to see you there.

SUMMER LITE SERVICES CONTINUE IN AUGUST
The Sunday Services Committee has decided to go with a Sunday
Summer Lite service schedule for August. Members of the Sunday
Service Committee will host the services. We will offer a wide
variety of informal services. Some ideas put forth so far are: a
drumming circle, UU video sermon and discussion, and a hymn
sing. There won’t be a formal order of service for any of the Sundays
or a printed bulletin. The title of the service and the service provider
will continue to be announced in the Thursday E-News.
Our annual Corn Roast will be held on Sunday, August 21, at Presque
Isle, Beach 11 pavilion. Our service will begin at 11 a. m. with our pot
luck lunch to follow.
We hope you continue to enjoy our Summer Sunday Lite services!
Questions or comments? Please see one of the Sunday Service
Committee members. Leigh Kostis, Chair.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
Summer has hit hard. It is a beautiful and sometimes oppressive season.
Time to slow and reflect. Calculate and repair. Escape and experience. Turn
up the air!
The board and Transition Team have interviewed one half-time contract
minister candidate and have tentative plans to interview another the first
week of August. Our first candidate withdrew from the process one week
after we met citing logistic problems, travel and accommodations. Frankly,
the biggest challenge of a half-time anything is housing, when the minister is
here. We are considered a backwater, out in the boonies location. Tough to
find a minister that lives close enough to commute to our place.
Since I am a volunteer in the RE program I'm kept abreast of what is
happening via emails, Cc. Sounds as though they are very close to being
fully staffed. This is a great opportunity for one to interact with the youth of
our congregation. If you haven't considered volunteering as a teacher or the
much needed “second” ( safe rules ) please consider. Thank you Susan GalleBoyko.
Soon the rumbling of trucks and heavy equipment will surround our parking
lot and repair the paved areas and add stone. It has been many years since
the paved areas have seen any attention and two years since any stone has
been added to the parking lot. These efforts will extend and add to our
UUCE home. Thank you Larry Wander. Another note about maintenance.
We are still seeking bids on repairs about to our UUCE home; window in
classroom “D” and siding on parking lot side of building.
One of our UUCE congregants has been involved with the organization
Unified Erie. http://www.unifiederie.org/ . Included is the associated
organization “Take me to worship”, found at http://takemetoworship.org/ .
The board has agreed to join in these efforts. Info is supplied in another
article in this issue of the Beacon.
The March to Erie Pride Fest is coming up soon, August 27. The UUCE has
been a part of the parade for many years. Any takers to organize a group of
UU's to participate? To be part of the parade you must register by August
20th. No cost. The contact is at, tables@nwpapride.org.
Still could use help with the sound system. There are four of us who can
show you the ropes. It isn't complicated. All those buttons and sliders are
just there to make you look cool. Kinda like a shiny car, Yo. This is
directed towards the youth of the congregation also. Get out of class once in
a while.
The Service Auction is traditionally held during November. It was delayed
until March this year because of a late start. Not sure who to contact about
participation in planning but normally August is when initial plans are
started. The Morleys made huge contributions of time and effort but have
moved to the Cleveland area to be closer to family. We thank you, Judy,
Irene, Richard!
Run out of time. Off to paint a room per my “Service Auction” offering.
There are many orphaned committees, events and teams that could use your
help.
Now, have a great summer, what is left of it!
~Doug Russell
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You are Invited to the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie’s Annual Corn Roast and
Sunday Service
When:

Sunday, August 21, 2016

Where:

Presque Isle State Park, Beach 11 Pavilion
(follow the park road 6.5 miles from the park
entrance)

Time:

11:00 A.M. Sunday Service

1:00 P.M. corn roast and potluck luncheon
Provided: Corn and lemonade. Please note that
alcoholic beverages are not permitted at the
park.
Bring:

A generous dish to share, your own table
service, and a lawn chair

There will be games and plenty of things to do for all ages.
Patty Munz has generously offered to be in charge of games
this year, so we will have lots of fun activities planned! We
have the shelter reserved for the entire day so you are
welcome to come early and/or stay late to have a swim, take
a walk, go fishing, kayak, and canoe.
There is a large grassy play area at the shelter, drinking
water and electricity are available, and pets on leashes are
permitted. The beach is an easy, short walk from the
pavilion.
If you have any questions, please contact Janet or Howard
Krack at 866-2040 or email janetkrack@gmail.com
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Take me to worship is six week awareness initiative to
educate the Erie community on the effects that one hour
of worship per week will have on a child’s education,
violent tendencies, risk of suicide, parental
communication, moral choices and other areas
of their life.
Worship is not limited by type of activity or type of
religion—the research shows that the same positive
effects are found if a child attends any place of organized
religion for one hour per week.
Only 43% of Erie county youth attend worship—lower
than state and national averages. Attending worship
increases grades, lowers violence, and develops a more
moral child—all things our community needs right now.
This could be the change our community needs.

How can you help?
Get informed, get involved, get invested.
And most importantly, take them to worship!
Take me to worship is affiliated with the Religion Matters
component of Unified Erie.

This website contains all the information about the
campaign. http://takemetoworship.org/
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@uuerie
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:

Tues, Wed & Thurs
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

Leave Voice Messages

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

814-864-9300

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508
We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
September issue is Saturday,
August 20.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.

August Birthdays
01—Leigh Kostis
01—Irene Morley
04—AnnDrea Benson
05—Jim Smith
10—Peggy Puleo
11—Marilyn Storll
14—Rose Gamble
18—Michele Paich
22—Howard Krack
22—Betty Young
31—Sara Seigworth

Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
Board Liaison: Mary Zuck
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

Service Attendance:
06/05/16—Community in Connection—Dixie Morrow—45 adults, 1 child
06/12/16—Flower Communion—Lynne Stephens—51 adults, 4 children.
06/19/16—Father’s Day, The Image of Beloved Community—B. Herbert-Weed—
40 adults, 0 children.
06/26/16—Diversity Celebrated Here—Inspire Team—55 adults, 8 children.

August 2016
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3
Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Thu

4
Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Erie Moot 7 p.m.

Fri

5

6

Atheist and Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
QiGong and Tai Chi
9-10:15 a.m.

Finance Committee
4:30 p.m.

7

8

9

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

10

11

Erie Gives Day
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
PFLAG 7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

12
Atheist and Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

8 a.m.—8 p.m.
Board of Trustees
5:30 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

15
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

16

17

18
Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

13
Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
QiGong and Tai Chi
9-10:15 a.m.
Family Reunion 2-6 p.m.

Fiber Arts Circle
6-9 p.m.

14

Sat

19
Atheist and Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

20
Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
QiGong and Tai Chi
9-10:15 a.m.
RPG Game Day
12-6 p.m.

21
Corn Roast
Service 11 a.m.,
1 p.m. corn roast and
potluck luncheon

28
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Whispering Lake Grove
Rite of Offering 5 p.m.

22
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

23

24

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

30
Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

26
Atheist and Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Fiber Arts Circle
6-9 p.m.

29

25

27
Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

QiGong and Tai Chi
9-10:15 a.m.

31

