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Our “Summer Lite” program begins

We will revisit Karen Armstrong’s efforts to return the Golden Rule to the
world’s consciousness and behavior. She is an author and commentator known
for her books on comparative religion. Her work focuses on commonalities of
the world’s major religions, such as the importance of compassion and
the Golden Rule. She received the TED prize of $100,000 in 2008 and used it
to call for the creation of a Charter for Compassion. Following a viewing of her
TED presentation, we will discuss ways to “do unto others” in our personal and
religious lives. Social hour to follow. Consider wearing your UUCE T-shirts.
Tom Schlaudecker will coordinate the service.

Heather Steinbrink &
Doug Russell
UUCE Board Secretary:
Deb Haire
UUCE Board Members:
Lynne Brown
Bob Guthrie
Roberta McCall

July 10

Journey to the Chautauqua Unitarian Universalist Service

Instead of having our usual service at the UUCE, we will carpool to Chautauqua
Institution's Hall of Philosophy to hear Dr. John Hooper, President of the
Unitarian Universalist Humanist Association. We will leave from the church
parking lot at 8 a.m. The Chautauqua service begins at 9:30 a.m. After the
service, we can spend time wandering around the grounds, having lunch and
visiting the Unitarian Universalist House. Page 2 has more details about both
the Chautauqua day trip and Dr. Hooper. Please let Leigh Kostis know if you
are interested in carpooling. 838-2941 or lwko@roadrunner.com

July 17

Sit, Walk, Sing!

Join Liz Yount and sangha friends in some mindfulness activities for a summer
Sunday.

July 24

Why I'm a Unitarian Universalist

Think about what brought you to our Unitarian Universalist Congregation and
how your UU faith sustains you. Take your turn to share your story with your
UUCE friends and visitors. Service coordinated by Al Richardson.

July 31

How Can We Keep from Singing?

Join us for a hymn sing this morning. Bring an instrument or choose from one
of the rhythm instruments available. Send in a request for your favorite. A
partial list of songs will be given a week ahead of time. Soloists or small group
ensembles welcome. Service followed by lemonade and cookies in the Memorial
Garden. Jan Woods, pianist. Service coordinated by Janet Krack. Social Hour
hosted by Michele Paich in honor of Danieh Foltz graduating from high school
and going off to college! Congratulations Danieh!
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Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

SUNDAY SUMMER LITE SERVICES FOR JULY
AND AUGUST
The Sunday Services Committee has decided to go with a Sunday
Summer Lite service schedule for July and August. Members of
the Sunday Service Committee will host the services. We will

offer a wide variety of informal services. Some ideas put forth
so far are: a drumming circle, UU video sermon and discussion,
and a hymn sing. There won’t be a formal order of service for any
of the Sundays or a printed bulletin. The title of the service and
the service provider will continue to be announced in the
Thursday E-News and the monthly Beacon.
For our July 10 service, we will travel to the Chautauqua
Institution to hear Dr. John B. Hooper, president of the
Unitarian Universalist Humanist Association (UUHA). The
service will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the Hall of Philosophy. Please
join us. We will carpool from the UUCE parking lot at 8 a.m.
Our annual Corn Roast will be held on Sunday, August 21, at
Presque Isle, Beach 11 pavilion. Our service will begin at 11 a. m.
with our pot luck lunch to follow.
We hope you will enjoy our Summer Sunday Lite services!
Questions or comments? Please see one of the Sunday Service
Committee members. Leigh Kostis, Chair.
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PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
The year went by quickly. Is everybody ready for the next twelve months?
The boards of Meadville and Erie joined together last year to call an
Interim Minister, Rev Pam Allen-Thompson, but Rev. Pam's ministry was
cut short by health problems. This leaves us in the position of seeking a
minister once again, but without Meadville. They have hired a half-time
Interim Minister. Our ministerial search process has resulted in three
inquires, but one has since withdrawn his application. We hope to

interview the remaining two candidates soon.

2016 YARD SALE
WRAP UP
Our 27th sale was another
astounding success! Once
again, the donated items
from members and friends

The stewardship drive was successful but fell short of our optimistic goals.

were distributed to our

A very complete report is included in the Congregational Meeting Records

roughly 700 visitors who

from the June 26, 2016 meeting. If you wish to obtain a copy of this

wanted, needed, and loved

report, please call Joanne in the office at 864-9300. A quick reading

them.. and our delicious

reveals trends that are being experienced by many major religious entities

snack bar and bake sale

and fraternal organizations. The generations are moving past and the
culture is changing.
When I arrived here in the late 1980s, I experienced this congregation as a
vibrant, social justice driven group. It was a haven to me, populated with
like-minded individuals, pushing back against the “greed is good”
mentality of the times. As a community, we found a commonality within
the seven principles of the UUA. We worked as individuals on our
personal projects, and joined together on common endeavors. Those
individuals are moving on. I recognize the same kind of committed
individuals in the congregation today, but is this the model that will
continue to attract new and retain old members? And is maintaining
ministerial services and infrastructure robbing the membership of its
vitality and energy? Directing it away from service and towards fund

raising? The rush of time and mobile digital technology has changed when
and how we are individually and collectively able to respond to lingering
social justice issues.
Give this web site a viewing; 5 Disruptive Church Trends That Will Rule
2016 - Carey Nieuwhof
I see the traditional Chinese curse “may you live in interesting times”

treats! We faced some
unusual challenges this
year, and all the usual
ones. But our UUCE
community came together
with laughter, muscles,
minds, and creativity... as
we welcomed our larger
Community into our
home. Even the Erie Times
-News sent a reporter to
cover the event - and get a
picture of Howard Krack in
his cool hat!! We owe a
tremendous debt of
gratitude to everyone who
helped - whether you
donated items, time,
experience, expertise, food,
money, or just wishes of
good-will... THANK
YOU!!!

everywhere. I think we will continue to live in “interesting times” for the
forseeable future.
Doug
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CARING TEAM
UPDATE
Caring Committee
Meeting, July 5,
10:30 a.m., UUCE
Office.

All are
welcome. We

always need
new members.

Hope to see you
there.
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THE UUCE IS AGAIN
PARTICIPATING IN ERIE GIVES!
Mark Tuesday, August 9 on Your Calendar!
This day of support for local nonprofits will be held
on Tuesday, August 9 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. online
at www.eriegives.org. Why donate on this day? The Erie Community
Foundation and their sponsors will enhance donors’ gift by providing a
prorated match to each gift made.
Donating is easy. Log on to www.eriegives.org between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.;
have a Visa, MasterCard, or Discover card handy. Look up the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Erie. Decide how much you would like to donate; there is a $25 minimum donation but the maximum is up to you.
The website allows you to donate to up to 10 local nonprofits in one transaction.
If you do not have a credit card, write a check to the UUCE with “Erie
Gives” in the donation line any time before August 9. The donation will be
entered on that Tuesday so that the UUCE can benefit from the additional
funds offered through the ECF.
The UUCE will receive the donations through the Erie Community
Foundation during a check presentation ceremony. Your gift will be put to
work immediately. We will continue the work of our congregation—
community service projects, strengthening our committees, and helping
our members become more involved in UUCE, OMD, and UUA activities.
Please donate on this special day!

JUNE 2016 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING REPORT
FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
RE was completed successfully! I have been asked by 4 congregants if I want to
do RE next year. I am assuming if we have enough volunteers and no one else
wants to be DRE, then I can say yes. Here are the parameters to make next year
successful:
I need 4 volunteers PER MONTH for the teen program to run every other
week. One week would be a coming of age program (and Leigh Kostis is
interested in spear-heading this monthly activity) and one week would be
a topic to be determined by the lead volunteer. This means each volunteer
would be assigned one shift per month for 9 months.
In order to run a school age program, we need three volunteers PER WEEK as
our age groups are large enough that we need to run an elementary program and a middle school program. Ideally if I work every other Sunday,
and if this program ran every other week, then I need 4-5 volunteers PER
MONTH. This means each volunteer would be assigned one shift per
month for 9 months.
Staffing the nursery weekly with a lead and a second volunteer. I am hoping
Sharon will be interested in doing this again next session. The nursery,
running weekly, drains our resources the most. It’s too bad we don’t have
a person wanting to work with Sharon every week for that second paid
position. (Or should the questions be, will we have 2 paid positions next
season?) If this runs like our recent school year with modifications, each
volunteer would be assigned one shift per month for 9 months.
As you can see from these details, we need 13-14 volunteers PER MONTH to take
a shift for all 9 months. This would leave a pool of 6 volunteers that can be called
upon when someone is out sick. When one volunteer commits to THE SAME
SUNDAY each month, it makes it easier on our ability to provide these services to
the children. Many people have complemented me on this format, and it is easier
for all lead teachers and the lead nursery worker to do our jobs with the kids.
Some volunteers asked to be scheduled more often in the classrooms (5 of you in
fact). Now’s the time to see me and tell me which room and which Sunday per
month you want to commit. But I do need you to commit to one Sunday per
month with the same age group. Remember when you were in school (or if you
were homeschooled), each school year, you had one science teacher or math
teacher every day (not many different people) and remember how fond you were
of them? This is how they feel about seeing you once per month. And can’t you
give this program only 9 Sundays?

JULY BOOK
CLUB
The BOOK Club will
meet on Wednesday,
July 27, at 7:30 p.m.
Diana Ferguson (4808475) will host the
meeting.
We'll discuss "Sworn to

Silence" by Linda
Castillo. The book is
one of a series set in
Amish country.

Susan Galle-Boyko, DRE
June 2016 Congregational Meeting report for Summer Camp
Summer Camp is on! As you can see from the side of our building, we are advertising July 10-14, 2016. We are missing one volunteer per
day. If you can do one day or if you have time to do all 5 days, please see me
ASAP so we can get your clearances in order. We are hoping for 40 kids but we
are staffed to accommodate a few extra. We have advertised in the newspaper
and my wonderful husband passes out registration forms at our garage sale.
Campers will enjoy learning about our 7 principles while enriching their mind,
body, and spirit . They are collecting items for the local rabbit shelter as well as
meeting their “clients” with a visit from the bunnies and their shelter volunteers
(http://eriearearabbitsociety.org). There is another service learning project surprise that will benefit one of our congregational groups, but that will be revealed
after summer camp is over.
Susan Galle-Boyko, DRE
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Secretary:

@uuerie

Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Tues, Wed & Thurs
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

Leave Voice Messages

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

814-864-9300

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508
We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
August issue is Saturday,
July 16.

July Birthdays
01—Dixie Morrow
03—Kristin Maguire
05—Diana Dymski
05—Gabe Riggin
09—Brian Lorei
18—Sheela Horton
20—Regis Sabol
20—Shawn Riggin
21—Kathy Christensen
25—Susan Boam-Wood
27—Patty Munz
28—Kelly Kidd

30—Robin Green
31—Pat Lorei

Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
Board Liaison: Mary Zuck
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

Service Attendance:
05-08-16—Compassion and Caring—Bob Rhodes—36 adults, 11 children.
05-15-16—Turnaround: Personal Stories of Healing and Change—Carla Storrs and
Jill Varner—45 adults, 8 children.
05/22/16—Pity Us Poor Immigrants—Regis T. Sabol, PhD—42 adults, 3 children.
05/29/16—Unshrinking God—B. Herbert-Weed—34 adults, 2 children.

July 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
Atheist and Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

3

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

4

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
Erie Moot 7 p.m.

5

Caring Team
10:30 a.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

6

7

8
Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Board of Trustees
5:30 p.m.

Finance Committee
4:30 p.m.

10

11

Sunday Service
at Chautauqua

12

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

13Fiber Arts Circle 14

17

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

24

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

31

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

18
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

25
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

19

6

—

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

2
Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
QiGong and Tai Chi
9-10:15 a.m.

9
Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
QiGong and Tai Chi
9-10:15 a.m.

16
Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

8:30

20

P.M.

21

Atheist and Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

22

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

26

15

5:30-8:30 p.m.
Panera 4014
Peach

MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT FITNESS CAMP

Atheist and Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Sat

Atheist and Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

27
Fiber Arts Circle
5:30-8:30 p.m.
Panera 4014
Peach

28

29
Atheist and Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

QiGong and Tai Chi
9-10:15 a.m.
Baby Shower
12:30—4:30 p.m.

23
Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
QiGong and Tai Chi
9-10:15 a.m.

30
Alcoholics Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
QiGong and Tai Chi
9-10:15 a.m.

