September 2017

The Beacon

Minister:
Reverend Beth Marshall

Sunday Services—

President:
Doug Russell

start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.

September 3
Mass Incarceration: In Search of Justice
The Adult Education Committee and community members have
been studying Michelle Alexander’s book The New Jim Crow:
Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindess. In addition, three
smaller groups are working to decrease the impact of mass
incarceration locally and are eager to share their plans.
Our guest speakers are Tyshun Taylor and Gary Horton.
Recommended for teens and adults.
Potluck lunch after the service. Musician: Pat Lorei.
September 10 Just Water
Speaker: Reverend Beth Marshall
On this Homecoming Sunday, our intergenerational service will
focus on the essential nature of clean water across the planet.
Please remember to bring with you a small sample of water from
your family’s experiences this summer – from Lake Erie, the
garden hose, the kitchen faucet or someplace farther away.
Musician: Jackson Froman
September 17 More Justice, More Peace
Speaker: Reverend Beth Marshall
This morning’s service will explore some of the ways in which
working toward peace is only possible through work toward
justice. Musician: Jackson Froman

September 24
Incarceration and Mental Health
To further our study of justice and incarceration, please join
Public Defender Pat Kennedy for another look at
incarceration. This service will focus on Attorney Kennedy’s
first-hand experience with the incarceration of people with
severe mental health problems. Musician: Jackson Froman.

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

Mail to: PO Box 3495

814-864-9300

UUCE Board Secretary:
John Galle-Boyko
UUCE Board Members:
Lynne Brown
Bob Guthrie
Melanie Hetzel-Riggin
Roberta McCall
Wendy Ormond

Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.

uuerie.org

Minister’s Musings
As the events of the summer continue to unfold, it is becoming
more clear that our communities need strong, thoughtful voices
of people who are willing to speak up and stand against bigotry,
hatred and violence.
More than perhaps any time in recent history, our communities
need places where we can learn and study about traditions and
cultures different from our own, finding the places of common
ground and exploring the ways we experience the world
differently.
Our communities need places where people can work together
toward a time when equal justice is a reality for all people, and
where people take priority over profit. Our communities need
places where people can work together to ensure that the
environment is not sacrificed for convenience and that one day
good healthcare will be a certainty and not an option. Our
communities are in such need of places where hatred is not a
shared value.
The beauty of it is that these places already exist. Our Unitarian
Universalist Congregation is one of them. If you are reading this
you already know about the good work the church does and the
greater work it is moving toward in the future. My hunch is that
you know someone who shares your concerns and ideals. My
challenge to you is this: Risk having a conversation that leads
toward inviting them to join you at church. While it may feel
awkward, I do believe that our radically inclusive message of
hope is more timely than ever before. We do ourselves no favor
by keeping it a secret.
I look forward to seeing everyone in September,
In peace,
Rev. Beth
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Books in Library
Books on the library table immediately to the left of the door are looking for new homes. Take and keep, or pass on to friends, any that interest you. Books less than twenty years old which promote our UU
principles that are by UU authors, our own authors, and/or are from
the sources remain on the shelves. We have a few dozen books that
have been donated which will fill the empty spaces as soon as they are
labeled. If you borrow a book from the shelves, please sign it out in the
white three-ring binder on the center shelf on the parking lot side of the
room. Include the year as part of the borrowing date. Children's
books have moved to the classrooms.

Chance for UUCE Young Adults to Connect
The UUCE received this offer through our website. Anyone interested in
investigating this offer please contact Doug Russell, 4unipsey72@gmail.com:
Hello—I am writing to you on behalf of the Ohio-Meadville District (OMD)
Young Adult Network Steering Committee. We are in the process of planning
our annual Fall Call and are interested in having it at your church ( UUCE ).
The dates we are considering are November 3-5 or November 10-12. Would
your building be available either of those weekends?

September
Book
Club
The BOOK CLUB will
meet at 7:00PM on
Wednesday, August
23rd at the home of
Lucy Krupicz
(459-6072).
We'll discuss "The
Story Hour" by Trity
Umrigar.The author is
one of three who will
speak at the AAUW
scholarship luncheon
on September 23 at
the Khakwa Club.

If you are not familiar with Young Adult Cons, they are similar to the Youth
Cons that take place in our UU community; we spend the weekend (Friday
night - Sunday morning) at UU churches throughout the OMD and have
ctivities such as workshops, discussions, worship, and games. Our events are
for UUs who are 18 - 35 years old and we have anywhere from 15 to 35
people in attendance. Please feel free to let any young adults in your
congregation know about our events!
If you have any additional questions about the Young Adult Network or the
event that we are planning, please feel free to contact me or anyone else on
the Steering Committee.
Thanks so much!
Amanda Woodside, awoodside9@gmail.com
Events Coordinator, OMD UUYAN
Our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/OMDUUYAN/?ref=bookmarks
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Notes from the RE Chalkboard
ACT team/
Social
Responsibility
Committee
Meeting
Sunday,
September 24,
11:45
Please join us to plan
our projects for the
coming year!

Let's continue to take
action in our community!
New members are encouraged to join us.

We are ready to start an exciting new Religious Education school
year. Please complete the enclosed registration form with photo
release (on backside of registration form) and return it to the UUCE at
our September 10 Water Communion or on September 17 on the first
day of most classes.
The following programs will be offered for this 2017-2018 year:
Nursery: Nursery service will be offered starting September 10 for
children aged infant to preschool. We have a variety of new faces in
the nursery, eager to meet you and your children.
Elementary Aged Classes: Our comprehensive Mind, Body, and
Spiritual Lifespan development classes will be offered every Sunday in
classroom B/C. Led by Susan Galle-Boyko, MA, and with much
assistance from various volunteers, children aged Pre-K/Kindergarten
through 4th grade will learn about our seven principles and six sources
through a variety of activities and lessons geared towards this age
group. Classes start September 17.
Middle School Aged Classes: Melanie Hetzel-RIggin, PhD, and Kat
Wolper have created a curriculum suited to our 5 th grade- 8th grade
students, focusing on relationship development. Focusing on
development of the self, our tweens and early teen population will
learn more about what gives them personal meaning as well as
different ways to deal with stress, drama, and other challenges they
face. Melanie and Kat will be assisted by Lin Lang Su and Deb Haire
for most lessons. These classes will be offered only on first and third
Sundays in classroom D. Classes start September 17.
Teen Classes: Mary Desmone, PhD and John Galle-Boyko, M.Ed, will
explore The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens, a program developed
by Sean Covey. Lessons will be based upon exploring Covey’s theory,
as well as how to apply these strategies in our teens’ everyday lives.
Mary and John will be assisted by Doug Russell and Diane Guthrie for
most lessons. These classes will be offered only on second and fourth
Sundays in classroom D. Classes start September 24.

ALL AGE GROUPS: In conjunction with themes of Leadership and
Service Learning, all age groups (except nursery-aged children) will be
given opportunities to participate in service learning activities. Some
will be during classroom time and others will be outside the classroom.
This information will be given to parents in the first weeks of classes.
Sincerely,
Susan Galle-Boyko, MA
DRE
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Caring News
“September”
by John Updike
The breezes taste
Of apple peel.
The air is full
Of smells to feelRipe fruit, old footballs,
Burning brush,
New books, erasers,
Chalk, and such.
The bee, his hive,
Well-honeyed hum,
And Mother cuts
Chrysanthemums.
Like plates washed clean
With suds, the days
Are polished with
A morning haze.

After the summer lull the caring team is back in business. I hope
all of you had a rewarding summer.
This is our schedule for September:
Caring Team Meeting, Tuesday, September 12 at 10 a.m. in the
UUCE office. Hope to see a few new members at the
meeting.
Sunday, Sept 17, after the service, we will make lunches for the
Upper Room. We are making lunches for the Upper Room again
Sunday, November 12. Please mark these dates on your
calendars. Making lunches is a good opportunity for all our members and friends to take part in a caring activity.
We will have a card blitz on Sunday, October 22 after the
service. The caring team has card blitzes at least four times a
year. The cards will be on the coffee hour tables when you exit
the service. All you have to do is sign and address the cards and
we will send them out. Another great opportunity for everyone to
participate.
This year for Our Neighbor’s Place we are only delivering meals
on Thursdays every two weeks. This usually runs from November
until April. We always need volunteers to make, transport, and/ or
serve the meals for this project. We also welcome the donations
of food. You may sign up for one time, one month, or every
dinner, it’s up to you.
Right now we have a few congregants and friends who would
appreciate a little extra attention:
Peggy Puleo, 54370 Old Glenwood Park Avenue, Erie, PA, 16509
Kathy Harris, 1106 Oregon Street, Erie, PA, 16505
Ann Townsend, 2323 Edinboro Road, Apt. 460 B, Erie, PA, 16509
Richard Morley, 9472 Sawmill Drive, North Ridgeville, Ohio,
44039-9178. Howard Lincoln, 5966 Wyndemere Drive, 16505.
Big Thank You to Deb DiPlacido, who takes care of the food for
the Millcreek Food Pantry. Please remember the need is great
every month. Let’s all remember to bring in a donation for this
important cause.
Any questions or comments call 814-323-5421 or Regeginny@gmail.com. Or call Joanne in the office.

5

Potluck is Back!
It’s September.
Time for Potluck the first Sunday of every month.
Share your favorite dish with our fellow congregants.

Congratulations
and Good Luck!
Congratulations to our two
high school graduates as
they begin their college
experiences. Rebecca
Olanrewaju, daughter of
Lin Lang Su, graduated
from McDowell High
School. She is attending
Penn State Behrend,
majoring in plastic
engineering. Ryan Cedzo,
son of Christine and Chris
Cedzo, is attending
Gannon University,
majoring in computer
studies.
Best wishes to both of
these fine young people as
they enter the next stage of
their lives.
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Reverend Beth Marshall
minister@uuerie.org

@uuerie
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Mondays 8-11 a.m.,
Tues, Wed & Thurs
8 a.m. until 1 p.m.,
Fridays 8 a.m.—noon

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.

If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Leave Voice Messages
814-864-9300

September Birthdays
We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

03—Michele Rupp
15—Hannah Cedzo
16—Chris Duro
18—Lisa Nathanson
21—Bob Rhodes
24—Liz Yount

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
October issue is
Saturday, September 16.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
Board Liaison: Mary Zuck
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

25—Barb Brennan
29—Ann Townsend

29—Lynne Brown

Service Attendance:
07/02/17—Biosemiotics and Religion—Richard Moodey—40 adults, 5 children.
08/26/17—Skeptical and Appreciative Reflections on the Bible—Stephen Sullivan—33 adults,
8 children.

September 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

3
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch
after the service

4
Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
Erie Moot 7 p.m.

5

6

7

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

11

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Team
12 Caring
13
10 a.m.

Finance
Committee
4:30 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
PFLAG 7 p.m.

17
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

18

Fiber Arts
Circle 6-9 p.m.

20

15

Cat Yoga
1-5 p.m.

16 Alcoholics

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

21

22

23 Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

25

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Whispering Lake
Grove Business
Meeting 5 p.m.

24

14

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Upper Room Lunch
assembly after the
service

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

19

Board of
Trustees
5 p.m.
Sunday
Services
6 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.
Girl Scouts
7-8 p.m.

9

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

10

8

26

27

Buddhist Sangha
Caring Team Card 7 p.m.
Blitz after the
Erie Philharmonic
service
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.
Whispering Lake
Grove Fall
Fiber Arts
Equinox Service
Girl Scouts
Circle 6-9 p.m.
5 p.m.
7-8 p.m.

28

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

29

30 Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

