The Beacon
Theme for November: Gratitude

November 2016

Sunday Services begin at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75
minutes.
November 6

Honoring Our Own

Service Coordinator: Al Richardson
Do you want to know what keeps our Welcoming Congregation viable? This service will delve into
the infrastructure that’s too often taken for granted. We’ll gratefully acknowledge the myriad
volunteers whose caring contributions sustain our liberal religious community. Musicians: Lin Lang
Su, and her daughter Hannah. Potluck lunch after the service.
For the RE school age program, Susan Galle-Boyko, Melanie Hetzel-Riggin, and Abby Texter are
working on crafts that tie into our service learning project with EARS. For the teen Coming of Age
program, Leigh Kostis and Doug Russell will present their Credos lesson. Teens are invited to share
pot luck with their mentors.

November 13

Somewhere, Daffodils are Waking

Rev. Beth Marshall

Each of our lives has been or will be touched by loss. This morning’s service is one of remembering
and celebrating loved ones who have died. In a spirit of gratitude, we will celebrate their lives and
legacies, remembering what they meant to us. There will be candles to light in their memory, and
daffodil bulbs to take home and plant as a nod to beauty and life yet to come. As Rev. Edward
Searl so eloquently writes, “These are the days of memory, of reflection, of affirmation. It has
always been so for our kind, after the leaves have fallen.” Musician: Jackson Froman.
For the RE school age program, Susan Galle-Boyko, Lynne Brown, and Deb Haire are reviewing
sources and principles as a preparation for Chalica. Chalica is our yearly holiday celebration of UU
traditions. This service will fall on December 11. We will also discuss the Guest at Your Table social
justice program which runs also during this time of year.

November 20

Getting the Best in Us to Rise

Rev. Beth Marshall

Since the beginning of time, families and friends have gathered and shared food -- around a
fire, on a rug or woven mat, seated on floor pillows , or at a table with chairs. The meal might be a
crust of bread and a piece of cheese; it might be a meal of meat, potatoes and vegetables. Or, the
meal might be a few bites of rice, a bowl of soup, or pizza out of a box. What is important is
gathering together and renewing those valuable connections. In this service, we will explore the
history of communion in Unitarian Universalism, and some of the ways it is celebrated in our
modern congregations. And, there will be bread to share (with a gluten option available).
Musician: Jackson Froman.
For the RE school age program, students will be assigned their part in the Chalica service. IF
CHILDREN WANT TO BE A PART OF THIS SERVICE, THEY MUST ATTEND THIS CLASS and be present
on Dec 4 for practice and Dec 11 for the service. This is a three-class commitment for students. Very important! Susan Galle-Boyko, Deb DiPlacido, Sarah Fromknect, and Kat Wolper will be
in the classroom. For the teen Coming of Age program, John Galle-Boyko and Melanie Hetzel-Riggin
will complete the second half of the Credos lesson.

November 27

Existential Gratitude

We have all experienced overwhelming feelings of gratitude for the earth, it's beauty, and life itself.
This is existential gratitude. Theists among us know whom to thank while non-theists have a
different perspective. But, are we all having the same spiritual experience?
Service coordinator is Jim Wise, assisted by Tom Schlaudecker.
Musician: Jackson Froman.
For the RE school age program, Edie Cultu, Roberta McCall, and Diane Guthrie will present the
SafeNet Holiday Donation program and craft project.
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Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

Minister’s Musings—A Month of Gratitude
During this month of November, I wish for you very real moments of gratitude
and grace. There are times when it can be difficult to know where to look for even
shards of gratitude, and yet, they are there. Our faith demands we look for them
all.
We live in a country founded on democratic principles. Even when the process
works imperfectly, it is still far better than many others. For that, we must be
grateful.
This church is a place that celebrates the best in humanity. We encourage the
exploration of ideas that in other places might be forbidden. For this, we must be
grateful. Our congregation encourages our children to ask the hard questions and
expects its adults to answer those questions authentically. Children’s classes are
grounded in principles of love and equity, not guilt and fear. For this, we must be
grateful. The members of this congregation welcome those who wish to seek
alongside them; welcomed regardless of whom they love, for whom they vote,
where they live, or how large their bank account. For this, too, we must be
grateful. And finally, this congregation is demonstrating its willingness to step
outside of its comfort zone, working beyond its walls, and building relationships
on a foundation of respect. For this, we must be grateful.
We are living at a time when the future is unfolding before us in ways many never
expected. Yet, in this uncertainty, perhaps there is comfort knowing that the
congregation’s history points to a community that not only will survive whatever
happens. We have the deep capacity to thrive, to grow, and to shine.
And for that, we must be grateful.
In hope and optimism,
Rev. Beth
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PREMIER EVENT!
“LIGHTS, CAMERA, AUCTION”
Saturday, November 12, 5:30 – 8:30
Starring: UUCE Members and Friends
Come join us for the smash hit!
Participate in the second largest UUCE fundraiser.
Audience participation encouraged – Bid, Bid, Bid!
Enjoy world class refreshments!
Catering provided by you!
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share.
Wine, punch, coffee, and tea provided.
Play the Movie Trivia Game - $20 team prize!
Child care provided. Please inform the office if needed.
Pre-bids will be accepted, info with catalog.

Look for your preview catalog – Coming soon!
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Welcome New Members!
Following our Pathway to Membership class in October, we celebrate and welcome
three new members: Beth Guldan, Ron Brown, and Kat Wolper!
We will formally welcome them into our congregation on November 20, during the
New Member Welcoming Ceremony. Please take the time to get to know our newest
members!

SAFENET CHRISTMAS GIFT PROGRAM BEGINS!
It’s time for the annual SafeNet Christmas gift program, when we make the
holidays a little merrier for women and children after experiencing domestic
violence. Here’s what you need to do to join in:
By mid-November, there will be gift lists on the tables during social hour. Notice each gift recipient is identified by a number and whether it’s a mom/boy/
girl, the child’s age, and the gift each person has requested.
Then decide which gift you’d like to provide.
Come to the table in the back of the Olympia Brown room, and pick the ornament for the gift you
want to purchase. They are in numerical order, so will be easy to locate.
Next, find that number on the sign-up sheet, and provide your contact information: we must know
who has each ornament.
Go shopping, purchase the requested gift, then return it wrapped or unwrapped to UUCE by
DECEMBER 11TH. Our RE students will help wrap gifts.
PLEASE BE SURE TO SECURE THE ORNAMENT TO THE GIFT SO IT GOES TO THE INTENDED
RECIPIENT!
Thanks for your unending generosity. Questions: Michele Rupp 490-5976.

Thanksgiving Dinner
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Thanksgiving Day, November 24 at UUCE. We will gather
at 1 p.m. and eat at 2 p.m. There is a sign up sheet in the
Olympia Brown Room. You provide a dish to share; we
provide the turkey. We also offer wine and other
beverages.

Share a Recipe!
Here is a new idea Ginny Sabol suggests. Submit a recipe you
would like to share. Include a brief story or other information
about why you wish to share this recipe, or what makes it
special to you. Send your submissions to joanne@uuerie.org
We would like to share at least one recipe every month.
Thanks in advance for joining in this fun project! I will be
thrilled to publish a yearly “UUCE Cookbook” each November
containing these recipes and stories if we get enough monthly
submissions! ~Joanne
Ginny has had several requests for this recipe at the October Pot Luck. Maybe
next month you can share one of your favorite recipes.
Easy Turkey Divan
2 big bunches of broccoli
1 can condensed cream of chicken soup
1 can condensed cream of mushroom soup
½ cup mayonnaise
2 tablespoons prepared mustard
1/8 teaspoon pepper
4 cups cubed cooked turkey
4 oz (1 cup) shredded Cheddar cheese
1 (2.8oz) can French fried onions
1 Heat oven to 350. Spray 13 by 9 baking dish with nonstick cooking
spray. Cook broccoli.
2 Meanwhile, in large bowl combine soups, mayonnaise, mustard and pepper; mix well.
3 Drain broccoli and chop up-arrange in sprayed baking dish. Add turkey toss
gently. Pour soup mixture over top, spreading evenly over broccoli and turkey. Sprinkle with cheese.
4 Bake at 350 for 30 minutes or until hot and bubbly. Sprinkle with onions;
bake and additional 5 minutes or until onions are lightly browned.
Good way to use up the left over turkey. Serving 10.
~Ginny Sabol
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Caring Team News
Although the days are busy and the workload is always growing, there are still those
special moments when someone says or does something and you know you’ve made a
difference in someone’s life. That’s a big reason to offer your help to the caring committee.
— Diane McKenty (paraphrased)
The Caring Committee happily announces that we do have new members. Diane Guthrie is
helping us with home visits. Jan Krack and Tom Schlaudecker are both spending time with
congregants who are not well. Howard and Bill Krack are regulars at the nights we prepare
and serve dinners to Our Neighbor’s Place. Naturally, we can’t forget the long standing
members—Joanne Davis, Wendy Ormond, Edie Cultu, and Annette Kruscewicz. Looks like our
team is humming. Thanks to everyone who has helped the Caring Team. We always have
room for more volunteers.
As winter winds begin to blow, it is again time for UUCE to participate in Our Neighbor’s
Place. Our first dinner will be on November 10 at The Church of the Covenant. The meal is
served at 8 pm. We will make tasty rice and chicken casserole, vegetable casserole, jello and
fruit, cornbread and apple crisp.
The Millcreek community food bank continues to thank all UUCE congregants for donations
of food and cleaning products. Recently, we collected money for turkey and all the trimmings to be distributed by the Millcreek food bank. Pat yourselves on the back. You made
someone’s Thanksgiving special.
Our Card Blitz is happening on Sunday, November 20, during coffee hour. Join in and send a
card to a member or friend in need of a smile. We will have the cards, addresses, and pens
on the table in the Olympia Brown Room. All you have to do is sign the card and address the
envelope and the Caring Team will take care of the rest. The team had a lot of positive
feedback last year from this project.

If you know of a member who needs a little extra TLC, please get in touch with Joanne in the
UUCE office or Ginny 323-5421or regeginny@gmail.com.
That’s all folks! Hope you had a spooky and fun Halloween.
~Ginny Sabol, co-chair of Caring Team
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Memory Cafe of Erie Helps Erie’s Homeless Veterans
Stephen Durant (center), shelter
supervisor of Liberty House, Erie’s
temporary residential shelter,
recently received the latest batch
of” Kitchen Kits” from Erie’s
Memory Café. These kits will be
distributed to resident vets when
they are assigned permanent
housing. Walking through the
doors of their new homes, vets
likely find an empty space. Donated kits provide tools to do simple cooking,
cleaning so they can enjoy their new place right away.
The kits are a gift from the Memory Café, a place of relaxation and fun for
dementia patients and their caregivers sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie. The staff wanted an activity that would give them a sense
of helping to make Erie a better place to live. The answer was “kitchen kits.”
Items for the kits were donated by members of the church, or purchased by the
volunteer staff. They include knife, fork, spoon, can opener, dish towel,
dishwashing soap etc. Twelve kits have been donated to date.
For more information contact Tom Schlaudecker, Memory Café coordinator at
969-8622.

Welcome Circle Table
Have you been stopping by the visitor’s table during social hour to help make
newcomers feel welcome? All members are encouraged to be aware of people
sitting at the Welcome Circle Table, and to stop by and meet them. Meeting a
variety of new members each week, and experiencing our famous UUCE hospitality, can help someone feel at home as they consider UUCE for their new spiritual
community.
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SAVE THE DATE!
It’s time for our annual
gingerbread house party!
Community Baking for the gingerbread houses will be on
Wednesday, December 14, and Thursday, December 15.
Beginning at 5:30 p.m. you can bring your prepared dough
to the church. We will roll it out, cut out the patterns, bake
the pieces and assemble the houses. If you would prefer to
do this at home, we have recipes and patterns available.
We will decorate our houses on Saturday, December 17 at 1
p.m. Bring your assembled house on a firm base, about two
pounds of candy to share, and your most creative ideas. We
will provide popcorn, cider and frosting will be provided.
Be prepared for a sweet and colorful time! More details to
follow. Call Jan (866-2040).

You are Cordially Invited to an
Early Thanksgiving Dinner
On Tuesday, November 22 at 6 p.m. at the Turkish Cultural
Center, 3024 State Street, Erie 16508.
Please RSVP to bunyamin@tccpenn.org.
If you wish, you are welcome to bring a dish to share.
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@uuerie
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Tues, Wed & Thurs
8 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Fridays 8-11 a.m.

Leave Voice Messages
814-864-9300

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

November Birthdays
02—Beth Rockwell

21—Steve Sullivan

02—Patti Rogers

24—Terry O’Reilly

03—Nanci Lorei

27—Cathi Zelazny

07—Donna Martin

28—Lynne Rhodes

08—Doug Russell

30—Rebecca Olanrewaju

11—Christine Cedzo
13—Justine Julian
The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
December issue is
Saturday, November 19.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
Board Liaison: Mary Zuck
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

14—Karen Prather
17—Kevin Cedzo
17—John Daly King

Service Attendance:
09/04/16—The Future of Work in Erie—Beth Zimmer—49 adults
09/11/16—Water Communion—Lynne Stephens—46 adults, 8 children.
09/17/16—Body, Mind and Spirit—Mary Desmone—61 adults, 11 children.
09/25/16—Building Cathedrals—Rev. Beth Marshall—64 adults—16 children.

November 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

2

6

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

7

Erie Moot 7 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

13
Whispering Lake
Grove business
meeting 5 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

20

Whispering Lake
Grove Rite of
Thanksgiving
5:30 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

27

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

Girl Scouts
7-8 p.m.

8

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

14

15

Board of Trustees
5 p.m.

3

4

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

10

Memory Café
1-3:30 p.m.

16

17

5

RPG Game Day
Noon—6 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Our Neighbor’s
House Dinner
8 p.m.

9

Sunday Services
Committee
5:30 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Finance Committee
4:30 p.m.

Fiber Arts Circle
6-9 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch
after the service.

Sat

Memory Café
1-3:30 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

1

Fri

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

11

12
Service Auction
5:30-8:30 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

18

19

Overnight Writing Workshop
7 p.m.—8 a.m.

PFLAG 7 p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

21

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

28

Our Neighbor’s
House Dinner
8 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

Girl Scouts
7-8 p.m.

22

23

24
Thanksgiving
Dinner 1 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

29

30

25

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

26

