March 2017

The Beacon

Sunday Services start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.
Theme for March: Possibilities
March 5

God and Evolution:
from the wisdom of Ramana Maharshi to the Californians

Guest speaker: Dale McBrier
Dale will explore the evolutionary impulse within us and its possibility of
awakening the spiritual. See page 4 for his bio. Potluck lunch after the
service.
Musicians: James Pearson , Hannah Olanrewaju and Janet Krack.

In the School Age classroom, Abby Texter will host a lesson on our theme
Mind, Body, and Spirit ,assisted by Melanie Hetzel-Riggin and Susan Galle-Boyko.
Leigh Kostis and Doug Russell will begin Unit 6 with the Coming of Age youth.

March 12

Shining Our Beacon

From Whence We Come

Rev. Beth Marshall
The arc of our faith is marked by the prophetic words and actions of
courageous men and women. Their stories resonate with the kind of courage
and determination that we can draw upon today. Also, pledge return Sunday!
Musician: Jackson Froman.
In the school age classroom, Susan Galle-Boyko and Kat Wolper
present part two of our music lesson in preparation for our April
Multigenerational Earth Day Service with guest musician Willow Hurlburt.
Melanie Hetzel-Riggin and John Galle-Boyko will continue Unit 6 lesson with
the Coming of Age youth.
March 26

Living our Bond of Union

Speaker: Janet Krack
The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie has a been a modest but
significant voice in our town since it was founded as The First Unitarian
Society in 1898. Janet Krack, a third generation Unitarian and life-long
member of our congregation, will share some highlights of our storied
past, She will also consider the timelessness of our Bond of Union, which
has been a guiding principle since our beginning.
Musician: Jackson Froman
Roberta McCall, Edie Cultu, and Diane Guthrie will host a lesson on
our theme Mind, Body, and Spirit in the school age classroom.
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Stewardship Sunday

Rev. Beth Marshall
This morning’s service celebrates the congregation’s place and future as a
voice and anchor for progressive religion in Erie.
Musicians: Jackson Froman, UUCE Choir, Bryan and the Sangha Sisters.
In the school age classroom, Lynne Brown will will host a lesson
on our theme, Mind, Body, and Spirit assisted by Deb Haire and Susan
Galle-Boyko.
March 19

Minister:
Reverend Beth Marshall

Mail To: P.O.. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

Minister’s Musings
Later this month we launch the Stewardship Campaign, and there will be discussion
about what it takes to sustain this congregation – including all its dreams and goals for
the future. We will have necessary conversations about the budget, and how the budget
is a reflection and a tangible manifestation of both the church’s mission and vision.
Unitarian Universalist congregations are self-funding, meaning that the congregation itself
is responsible for what monies it has to allocate for all facets of its mission. Because
Unitarian Universalist congregations do not receive outside funds, each is limited only by
the breadth of its vision and the commitment of its people.
In the brief time that I have been minister here, I have seen a great many things that
encourage me about the congregation’s future and what possibilities it may hold. It is
exciting to be part of a congregation that values its commitments not only to itself but to
the larger community as well. It is also exciting to be part of a congregation where so
many volunteer their time and energy. While the stewardship campaign focuses rightly on
creating a budget that will sustain and support the mission, another way to embody
stewardship is to consider parallel pledges of time as a path of service.
A number of key volunteer positions are currently open from fundraising to hosting and
organizing social events. These openings are an opportunity, for each is a place where
personal connections can deepen, where tasks grow into service, where the mission is
fulfilled one small act of kindness at a time.
If you have an inclination toward taking on a new role in the church, talk with a Board
Member, talk with Joanne, or Rev. Beth. Any of us would be delighted to help you find a
new means of connecting more deeply with the congregation and the community at large.
In hope and faith,
Rev. Beth

Welcome New Members!
Tammie and Marc Smith became the newest members of the
UUCE when they signed the membership book on February
19. They moved to Erie in 2011 and were formerly members
of the UU Fellowship of Fredericksburg VA. Dr. Tammie is
the principal of Roosevelt Middle School in Erie, and Marc is
an adjunct professor in the Education Department of Edinboro
University. They have three daughters, ages 18-21, who are
all currently college students.
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We are glad you are here Tammie and Marc!

SHINING OUR BEACON Stewardship Campaign
Beginning with a kickoff service on March 12, we will conduct our
annual stewardship campaign. Our theme, Shining Our Beacon,
represents the light of Unitarian Universalism within our congregation
that strengthens us and beams brightly into our larger community.
During the second week of March you will be contacted by mail or in
person on how you can be a part of this yearly funding effort. Through
all of our efforts, we will reach our budget goals.
During our pledge drive from March 12-April 9, you will be asked to
make a generous pledge to help carry us into the future of our
congregation. This has been an exciting year!
In September, we welcomed part-time minister Rev. Beth
Marshall and many new congregants over the year. Sunday
service attendance has been increasing. Our teens are participating
in the Coming of Age program and our children have meaningful and
exciting classes every week. Our Memory Café is thriving, and
Marketplace of the Mind has been revived. We continue to increase
our involvement and presence in the community with programs like
meals for Our Neighbor’s Place and lunches for the Upper Room.
Let’s continue this positive growth. Let’s continue as a shining light
within our congregation and for the people in our community. Please
pledge the most you are able to support the financial health of our
congregation.
Please do your best to Shine Our Beacon brightly! Thank you!

The Stewardship Team of Leigh Kostis and Edie Cultu
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Notes from the RE Chalkboard
As the school year winds down, we look forward to these upcoming events in the Religious
Education program:
Saturday, March 11—(8:45-11:45 a.m.) The Coming of Age program students will work with
their teachers, mentors, and families to assist the Sisters of Saint Joseph with their Eastside
Neighborhood Program. We hope for 100% attendance.
Sunday, April 23—The school age program will host our second annual, multigenerational
Earth Day service. Please join us as we celebrate our Earth and our Service Learning recipients from the Erie Area Rabbit and Rescue Society (EARS).
Sunday, May 7— The Erie Area Rabbit and Rescue Society (EARS) will make its final visit to
our school age classroom. They have been very blessed by all our donations throughout the
year, and they are "hopping" by to say thank you. Please don't forget that they are
ALWAYS needing 30 gallon garbage bags, paper towels, vinegar, newspapers, monetary
donations, and volunteers. Let's increase our donations as the school year winds down.
Sunday, June 11— The Coming of Age program students will complete their studies by
hosting the Flower Communion. We will not only celebrate the uniqueness of each flower but
also our students' blossoming spirituality. Each will be recognized as a graduate of the
Coming of Age program, share their personal credos, and be honored by their mentor.
Blessings,
Susan Galle-Boyko

Biography of our Guest Speaker on March 5
Dale McBrier is a member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Girard where he often
conducts the Sunday Worship Service. He graduated from Wesleyan University with a B.A. in
Philosophy and also substantially completed a Masters of Religion at Iliff Theological Seminary,
Denver, CO. His many community services include the United Way’s “Erie Together” Executive
Committee, the Jefferson Educational Society’s Board of Trustees, and Erie Chamber Growth
Partnership’s Executive Committee. He’s also on the Erie Blue Coats’ Support Committee and
author of Be the Guru, a self-published book about parenting.
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Service Opportunities
Many of us are asking ourselves how to channel some of our distress and frustration into
productive action that is meaningful and has tangible results. While there are actions you can
take to benefit the greater Erie community, we also have emerging projects right here at UUCE
that will benefit from our collective attention. These are avenues for putting our faith into action.
The ACT Team and Social Responsibility Committee are working together on several projects.
We will announce details in the next few weeks.
Did you know that every Sunday morning requires a team of approximately 40 volunteers and
professionals? It takes that many people willing to greet, teach, make coffee and tea, run the
media room, and offer gifts of word and music so that the entire congregation can engage with
the Sunday Service, Religious Education, and Social Hour. Sunday mornings are also a time
connect with friends, have new conversations and share a bit of our lives. For this to happen
effectively, the church needs a few more people willing to take on specific tasks.



We need someone willing to coordinate hosts for social hour.
We need someone willing to coordinate monthly potlucks.

The reality is that a congregation this size requires many hands working together, sharing
resources and drawing upon our many diverse talents. We have a number of other “vacancies”
that require more of a commitment, but which are vital to both growth and sustainability. These
jobs include Co-Chairs for the Annual Garage Sale and Chair of Membership. There are
others; these two are the most pressing.
Years ago, I had a conversation with a handful of church members who were very interested in
doing only social justice work, even though there wasn’t an active social justice project at the
moment. Over the course of our conversation, I was able to explain that while hosting coffee or
washing coffee cups afterwards may not “seem” like direct social justice work, it creates an
environment where the work of the church can happen, fostering a community of strength and
deeper connections, which in turn supports all of our collective outreach efforts.
If you have any interest in coordinating some of our hospitality events, working on Membership
or the Garage Sale, please speak to Joanne in the office. Putting faith into action takes a variety of forms, many of them rather unexpected.
Rev. Beth
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Third Annual MCRC Trivia Competition
Please join a UUCE team to attend the MCRC dinner and trivia night on
Friday, April 28 at 5:30 at the Prep and Villa Event Center. We will enjoy
dinner together, compete as a team for the trivia prize, and give our support to
the Multicultural Community Resource Center which helps refugees in our
community. If we have a table of eight, the cost per person will be
$27.50. Please contact Edie Cultu for reservations for our UUCE team. Her
email is edie_cultu@yahoo.com or phone is 456-5406. Let's give our UUCE
support to an organization that is strongly supporting the refugees in our area!
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@uuerie
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Mondays 8-11 a.m.,
Tues, Wed & Thurs
8 a.m. until 1 p.m.,
Fridays 8 a.m.—noon

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

Leave Voice Messages
814-864-9300

We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
April issue is
Saturday, March 18.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
Board Liaison: Mary Zuck
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

March Birthdays
01—Emma Woods Nathanson

18—Ricahard Morley

04—Peggy Richardson

18—Mary Zuck

06—Chris Cedzo

23—Herta Danowski

08—Isabella Makowski

23—Mary Desmone

08—Rick Haire

26—Ray Sherman

15—Amelia Steinbrink

27—Tammy Blount

15—Mathilda Baltusavich

28—Alissa Tanner

16—Lauren Galle-Boyko

28—Jim Wise

16—Matthew Maguire

Service Attendance:
01/08/17—Jazz Funeral for 2016—64 adults, 7 children.
01/15/17—Dreams Undaunted—55 adults, 9 children.
01/22/17—Embracing the Exile—Rev. Beth—62 adults, 21 children,
01/29/17—City Awakening—Lora Caldwell—78 adults, 24 children.

March 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Our Neighbor’s
Place Dinner
Prep begins
5:30 p.m.

5
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Potluck after
the service.

6

7

8

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

9

Sunday
Service
10:30 a.m.
Stewardship
Kickoff

Fiber Arts
Circle 6-9 p.m.

Erie Moot 7 p.m.

13

14

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Caring Team
10:30 a.m.

PFLAG 7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

Upper Room Lunch
Prep. during social
hour

19
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Pledge Return
Sunday

15

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Whispering Lake
Grove Business
Meeting 5 p.m.

16

Sunday
Services
Meeting
4:30 p.m.

20

21

22

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

23

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

28

Girl Scouts
7-8 p.m.

24

Adult Ed
Documentary
13th Screening
7 p.m.

11

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

QiGong
9-10 a.m.

18

QiGong
9-10 a.m.

25
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Fiber Arts
Circle 6-9 p.m.

29

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

Game Day
12-6 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Bhakta School
Meditation
Event 6-10
p.m.

27

17

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Girl Scouts
7-8 p.m.

Whispering Lake
Grove Spring
Equinox Service
5:30 p.m.

26

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

10

Board of
Trustees 5 p.m.

12

QiGong
9-10 a.m.

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

30
Our Neighbor’s
Place Dinner
Prep begins
5:30 p.m.

31

QiGong
9-10 a.m.

