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Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.
July 2 Our “Summer Lite” Services kick-off with a casual format but weighty talk:
"Biosemiotics and Religion"
Guest speaker: Dick Moodey (see pg. 5)
Our “Summer Lite” Sunday Services kick-off with a casual format but weighty talk. “Biosemiotics” is a
movement to rethink biological processes at all levels, from cells to ecosystems, in terms of non-linguistic
sign systems and symbols as a significant part of communications -- a theory developed by Charles
Sanders Peirce and others. Dick will explore conflicts between biological science and religion, including
the conflict between evolutionary theory and creationism. Service Coordinator: Al Richardson.

July 9
Hospitality and the Stranger
Who is the stranger and how do we meet the stranger? Adapted from Barbara-Hamilton Holway's
Evensong small group gathering guidance, this Sunday service encourages deep listening and
reflection. Most of us listen in order to respond, discuss, and help. We will spend about forty minutes
simply listening, in silence, to thoughts and experiences of others, and then take turns reflecting on what
the words mean to us. Service Coordinator: Dixie Morrow.
July 16
Equity in Education and Society – Lessons from Socialist Cuba
Emma Nathanson will be presenting about her recent trip to Cuba through Michigan State University’s
Fellowship to Enhance Global Understanding (FEGU) run by the College of Education. Emma is a
doctoral student in school psychology at Michigan State. This presentation will focus on lessons learned
in Cuba around the themes of the trip: Equity in Education and Society – Lessons from Socialist Cuba.
July 23

A Sunday with Three Options
This Sunday we will have 3 options for our congregants:
Option Number One: ServErie is organizing a 3-day work party to revitalize Erie High School (formerly
Central Tech). Thousands of volunteers from Erie area churches and civic organizations will volunteer to
paint, replace and repair doors and tiles, landscape, clean, and other projects, to prepare the school for
the students and teachers who will report to their new school in August. Our “service” this morning is an
opportunity to “serve” in our community. We will be working as a group this Sunday from 9:00-1:00.
Anyone over the age of 14 is welcome to join us. Volunteers are to register at serverie.com/projectdetails. Contact Leigh Kostis (lwko@roadrunner.com) or Al Richardson (asrjr@aol.com) for further
information or to signup. Be sure to sign up as Other: Unitarian Universalist Congregation. This will
assist organizers to put us together as a group if possible.
Option Number Two: For those unable to do volunteer work with ServErie, Jim Wise will facilitate a
discussion of UU ideas and values. (see page 4).
Option Number Three: Parents of school-age students are encouraged to attend a discussion session
with RE Director, Sue Galle-Boyko, in the church library. Sue will focus on the curriculum for the
upcoming church year and other ideas to expand the RE programs for families. The upcoming middle
school program teaching team will be present. Classes and nursery services are provided so that
parents are free to attend this discussion session.
July 30
Journey to the Chautauqua Unitarian Universalist Service
Instead of having our usual service at the UUCE, we will carpool to Chautauqua Institution's Hall of
Philosophy to hear Rev. Dr. Susan Ritchie. Rev. Ritchie has served as the minister of the North Unitarian
Universalist Congregation in Lewis Center Ohio since 1996. Sharing a solid understanding and
enthusiasm for liberal religious identity is important to this life-long, multi-generational Unitarian
Universalist. Rev. Ritchie is an expert in UU history and a highly engaging speaker. If you wish to
carpool, we will leave from the church parking lot at 8 a.m. The Chautauqua service begins at 9:30 a.m.
After the service, we can spend time wandering around the grounds, having lunch and visiting the
Unitarian Universalist House. Parking in the Chautauqua lot is free until 2:00 p.m.
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Mission
INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.
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Minister’s Musings
1. “Be proximate.”
2. “Change the narrative.”
3. “Be hopeful.”
4. “Get uncomfortable.”
This short list is my primary take-away from the UUA’s most recent General Assembly in
New Orleans. Can nine words sum up all those hours of conversations and workshops?
Yes, if they are the sum and essence of Bryan Stevenson’s Ware Lecture on Saturday night.
Gleaned in part from his book “Just Mercy,” which focuses on the industry of mass in
carceration and the underlying systems involved, Stevenson moved through staggering
statistics and moving stories, building toward a call to action for all of us, regardless of
whether we work in the private sector, in education, in healthcare, or building
relationships in our own neighborhoods. While you will hear more about this from me
next year, here is a summation of his thinking. Essentially, Stevenson is asking all those
who believe in progressive, societal change, who hear the call to justice work to do four
things.
1. “Be proximate.” Show up, be there, step outside the bubbles of our everyday lives,
get our hands dirty with the stuff of life.
2. “Change the narrative.” Listen for what might be other truths – not fake facts or alt
-facts, but multiple ways of understanding the human experience.
3. “Be hopeful.” Human beings are capable of much good, transformation and change
are possible.
4. “Get uncomfortable.” This last point links unswervingly with “Be proximate.” The
changes we hope to bring about will only happen if we get out from behind our
computer screens and venture beyond the relative safety and comfort of our
congregations. “Get uncomfortable” is an invitation to stretch ourselves beyond
where we normally go, building relationships with people whose ideas and beliefs
confront our own, and entering into conversation with those whose politics make
us twitch. Yes, it’s uncomfortable, but that’s the point.
Many of us already do all four. Some of us could benefit from strengthening one or more.
Either way, from all that I’m seeing, hearing and reading, our faith is at another watershed
moment, as we struggle to reconcile the past with the present, with an eye on what the
future may one day be. We can choose to stay as we have been, or we can choose to
evolve. The forms each congregation chooses, and those we choose as individuals will
determine in large part the future of Unitarian Universalism.
May your summer be filled with moments of joy, moments of calm, bursts of insight and
clarity.
I look forward to seeing everyone in the fall.
~Rev. Beth
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President’s Ponderings
We have one year left of support from Rev Beth Marshall. We have the coming year to decide
what type of ministerial presence will join us. We have a thriving community that has been
buoyed by the combined efforts of the members of this congregation. We have summer before
us that's pace never seems to slow down but allows us the pleasure of shorts ‘n sandals. Life is
relentless in its demands but hopefully this community gives us a place of recovery and
common communion.
The Garage Sale was a success. Thank you Lynne Stephens and Mary Desmone for directing all
the efforts of our many members who volunteered. Thank you one and all. The next day the
Garage Sale team spread forms about the Olympia Brown Room seeking your impressions and
ideas for keeping the Garage Sale a successful endeavor in the future. Please take one and fill it
out. I've had many conversations with members about the continued viability of this
fundraising effort. In this day and age of competition from Craig's List and very cheap
replacement through Amazon, Walmart and Dollar Whatever are there better ways to attract
outside funds? Still, this massive effort is appreciated by the Erie community and visitors
continually remark about looking forward to next year's Garage Sale.
Summer Lite services, RE and nursery have been planned for these summer months. Thank you
to the Sunday Service Committee volunteers, led by Leigh Kostis and Thank you Susan GalleBoyko and all the RE and nursery volunteers for keeping our little space of sanity open. Looking
forward to sharing in the experience of these unique services. And a reminder to mark your
calendars that the July 23 service will not be held at the UUCE building but that our
congregation is participating with the ServErie Project at Erie High School. There are forms in
the UUCE office or one can go on line at, http://serverie.com/project-details to register.
The UUCE 2017 – 2018 Budget was passed at the Congregational Meeting on June 25. Also
nominated and elected at the meeting were: Janet Krack as the Memorial Garden chairperson,
Christine Cedzo as our Treasurer, and Melanie Hetzel-Riggin as the newest UUCE Board
member. Congratulations to all, and thank you. BIG THANKS go out to Mary Zuck, who has
served as a UUCE board member for the past three years, and has also served as the Hospitality
Chairperson for many years. Rumor has it that Mary is leading the Raised Bed Garden at Saint
Joseph Apartments’ challenge against gardening
restrictions. Give ‘em heck Mary!

Please stop me and tell me what I've missed in keeping our UUCE
community wonderful. Tell me if you can help out with our
grounds and building. Tell me if you have talents that you are
willing to share. We can work together to share and care for
our UUCE oasis.
~Doug
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Notes From the RE Chalkboard
We had a fabulous start to our summer program with our visit from the Erie
Zoo. Attendance continues to remain stable at about a dozen children per
Sunday. We are honored to have your children be part of our very successful
program! Thanks again to our many volunteers for supporting this program every
Sunday with your time and service!
For the month of July, you can look forward to more fun and fitness in the
classroom. We will have a Qi Gong lesson as well as Danieh Foltz returning to do part
two of her internship. July 16, Tanya DeSantis is still in need of your children's art
work for her book. You may remember that your child participated in the May
installment of this project, but she needs the other half of her book drawn. Parent
permission forms must be filled out before your children enter the classroom on July
16, so please make sure to be early (10:15) so the teachers are not overwhelmed with
paperwork.
Please remember to reserve the July 23rd Sunday to be at the UUCE for our 10:30
curriculum discussion in the library. Nursery and school aged classes will be provided
for your children aged 12 and under. Melanie Hetzel-Riggin and Kat Wolper, and I will
be available to discuss the upcoming school year curriculum. It will be partly a
presentation and partly Q&A session so we can get some idea of things you want your
children to learn about in our classrooms.
Finally, July 30, there is no RE as the UUCE will be traveling to Chautauqua for Sunday
Services.
Peace and Blessings,
Susan Galle-Boyko

Alternative Summer Light Service July 23
For those who are not able to participate in the ServErie Project
at Erie High School, we will have an open discussion of current
events. Everyone will have an opportunity to suggest a topic.
We will vote on the topics to be discussed, discuss the topics in
the order of their vote count. Everyone will have an
opportunity to speak before anyone speaks a second time, then
we will move on to the next topic until the 1 hour time runs out.
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Guest Speaker July 2
Dick Moodey teaches sociology and anthropology at Gannon University, and in the past
has taught at Allegheny College, Loyola University of Chicago, and Godavari School in
Nepal. In his research and writing he has focused on the cross-cultural cognitive
development and the relationship between kinship and culture. He has also
served as the dig artist at Gannon’s archaeological site at Khirbat Iskander in
Jordan.

5

Reverend Beth Marshall
minister@uuerie.org

@uuerie
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Mondays 8-11 a.m.,
Tues, Wed & Thurs
8 a.m. until 1 p.m.,
Fridays 8 a.m.—noon

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

Leave Voice Messages
814-864-9300

We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

July Birthdays
01—Dixie Morrow

27—Patty Munz

03—Kristin Maguire

28—Kelly Kidd

05—Diana Dymski

30—Robin Green

05—Gabe Riggin

31—Pat Lorei

09—Brian Lorei
18—Sheela Horton
20—Regis Sabol
20—Shawn Riggin
21—Kathy Christensen

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
August issue is
Saturday, July 15.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
Board Liaison: Mary Zuck
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

25—Susan Boam-Wood
25—Nora Blue

Service Attendance:
05/07/17—Noticing Moments of Grace—Rev. Terry Kime—62 attendees.
05/14/17—A Good Enough Mother—Rev. Beth Marshall—64 adults, 12 children.
05/21/17—Amazing Grace—Liz Yount—67 adults, 20 children.
05/28/17—And Service Is Our Prayer—Rev. Beth Marshall—no data available.

July 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1 Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

QiGong
9:30—10:30 a.m.

2
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
No Potluck in
July or August

3

4

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

Finance
4:30 p.m.

6

9

10

11

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

12

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

13

17

18

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

14

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Girl Scouts
7-8 p.m.

16

7

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

Board of
Trustees
5 p.m.

Moot 7 p.m.

PFLAG 7 p.m.

5

19

20

21

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.
Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

23

24

25

Sunday With
Three Options
(see page 1)

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.
Girl Scouts
7-8 p.m.

30
Journey to

31

Chautauqua UU
Service Carpool
leaves at 8 a.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Whispering Lake
Grove Lughnasadh
Service 4 p.m.

26

27

28

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

8

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

QiGong
9:30—10:30 a.m.

15

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

QiGong
9:30—10:30 a.m.

22

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

QiGong
9:30—10:30 a.m.

29

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

QiGong
9:30—10:30 a.m.

