The Beacon

December 2017

Minister:
Reverend Beth Marshall

THEME FOR DECEMBER: COMPASSION
Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last

President:
Doug Russell

approximately 60-75 minutes.

December 3

Chalica
UUCE Board Secretary:
John Galle-Boyko

This is a multi-generational service prepared and directed by our Religious
Education School Age program. Chalica is a holiday celebrated by Unitarian
Universalists during the month of December. Each of our Seven Principles of
Unitarian Universalism is celebrated and a candle lit. Children are asked to arrive at
the UU by 9:40 a.m. so they can run through their parts in the sanctuary. (The choir
will meet in classroom B/C on this day at their normal time). Please come and
celebrate our Principles and Sources with us on this holiday season. Musicians:
Bryan Hed, Pat Lorei Janet Krack, Candace Williams. Potluck lunch after the
service.

.

December 10

UUCE Board Members:
Lynne Brown
Bob Guthrie
Melanie Hetzel-Riggin
Roberta McCall
Wendy Ormond

Windows on Compassion

Speaker: Reverend Beth Marshall

This morning’s service draws upon lesser-known holiday stories that touch the heart
and speak to the transforming power of love and compassion, which are key
elements in any message of the holiday season. Musician: Jackson Froman.

December 17

Mission

Stages of Santa

Speaker: Reverend Beth Marshall

What happens when we take a very familiar seasonal story and look at it through
different sets of eyes, from different stages of spiritual development, deepening our
understanding as gain experience and wisdom? Musician: Jackson Froman.

December 21

Winter Solstice

6 p.m.

Across time and cultures, people have honored the day of shortest light and
celebrated the rebirth of the unconquered sun. We will do likewise, with fire, word,
song, and a labyrinth. Dress for the weather, as we will be both indoors and out.
Bring a bell to ring and a treat to share. Service leaders: Bryan Hed, Michele Rupp,
and Roberta McCall.

December 24

The Wonder of Christmas Eve:
Carols and Candlelight

7 p.m.

Set aside the insistent demands of late December and enjoy the quiet warmth of
Christmas Eve. Our UUCE Choir and musicians will share special songs of the
season. Stories of memorable Christmases past will be told and we'll all join in
raising our voices in song with some favorite carols. Our traditional community candle
lighting and singing of Silent Night will close the service.
Following the service we will enjoy a social hour. Please bring a dozen or so
cookies to share.

December 31

Auld Lang Syne

On the last Sunday of the year we take another look at the Scottish writer Robert
Burns and his poem written in 1788. Congregants will have an opportunity to share
their New Year’s Eve “old long since” thoughts. Coordinators: Janet Krack and Leigh
Kostis. Musicians: Janet Krack and Pat Lorei.

7180 Perry Highway, Erie

Mail to: PO Box 3495

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.

814-864-9300

uuerie.org

Minister’s Musings

Since our worship service on blessings back in November, I am
acutely aware of small moments that are opening my heart to
deeper gratitude. During a season when there is no shortage of
moments that might ordinarily spur annoyance, I am surprised by
how they are nudging me first toward calm and then into the
realm of joy. My hunch is that part of it is reframing the moment
by trying to be IN the moment, and not distracted by the long ToDo list. What is helping is quietly repeating to myself the blessing from that day:
It is a blessing to be.
It is a blessing to be here.
It is blessing to be here now.
It is a blessing to be here now, together.
Beneath what can feel like a deluge of commercialization, there
will no doubt be many moments of kindness, generosity, gratitude, and perhaps stress and anxiety. In this season of gratitude
and generosity, celebrations and festivities, I invite each of you,
in moments when you feel blessed or perhaps when you feel
challenged, to take a moment and breathe those four, deceptively simple lines. Perhaps they will bring you calm as well as joy.
I wish for all of you a joyous and calm holiday.
Rev. Beth
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A number of you asked again for the bread recipe
from the November 19th service.
Here you go:
Lithuanian Honey Bread (AKA Amy Bread) - shared by Rev. Beth
(with deep gratitude to Amy Hirsch)
1. Warm slowly over medium heat (or in the microwave):
¼ C water
4 T butter, margarine or veggie oil
1 C milk
½ C honey
2. Cool slightly. (Enough so it doesn’t burn your fingers.)
3. Mix together:
4- 41/2 cup unbleached flour
2 T yeast
1 (generous) T ground coriander
½ tsp. ground cloves
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
1 tsp. ground ginger
1 tsp. salt
4. Add 1 beaten egg to cooled milk and honey mixture.
5. Gradually add wet mixture to dry ingredients. Add up to another ½
C flour to get good consistency.
6. Knead and allow to rise until doubled in size in a greased and
covered bowl. (1.5-2 hours)
7. Punch down and knead for another 2 minutes.
8. Shape into large round loaf and place on greased cookie sheet or in
a greased casserole dish.
9. Allow to rise for another hour, until doubled.
10. Brush with melted butter and slash the top with a sharp knife to
prevent splitting.
11. Bake in a 325 degree oven for about an hour, or until it sounds
hollow when tapped gently.
12. Cool slightly and enjoy. :-)
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Notes from the RE Chalkboard
Greetings all!
Please don’t forget we celebrate Chalica on December 3 with our
multi generational Sunday Service. All RE children need to arrive
promptly at 9:30 for final rehearsal.
Please also plan accordingly for the nursery to be closed
intermittently during the month of December due to holidays
and/or a shortage of volunteers.
~Susan Galle-Boyko

Christmas Gift Program – UPDATE !
Our November Beacon contained an article about our annual
tradition to provide gifts to those in need. We will continue that
tradition this holiday season, but due to unforeseen circumstances,
we will do so in a slightly different manner.
Partnering with Community Shelter Services, we have “adopted”
one of the families they serve (a mom with five children) and all the
gifts will go to them. While our previous practice was to provide one
gift for each person, CSS asks that each family member have
several gifts to open, just as it would be in most other households.
We don’t have to feel obligated to purchase everything on the wish
lists, we’ll just provide whatever gifts we can.
The rest of our practice remains much the same: Choose a gift you
want to provide, obtain the “ornament” gift tag with the
corresponding gift/number information from the gift table, put your
contact number on the signup sheet, purchase the gift, and bring it
back to UUCE, wrapped or unwrapped, by Sunday, December 10.
Please remember to keep the gift tag with the gift so it gets to the
correct child or parent.
Community Shelter Services is delighted, grateful, and relieved that
we are helping this family!
Questions: Please call Michele Rupp 490-5976
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Caring News
Here we are smack dab in the holiday season. As you
gather with your family and friends, I hope you will
remember those in our congregation, city, and area who
don’t have the luxuries of family, friends, and home. Our
UUCE has a number of ways for you to share a bit of your
warm feelings and good fortune with others.
December 10 is the card blitz after the service that
Sunday. Cards are on the tables during coffee hour.
Simply sign and address them and the caring team will
send them. If you have someone you would like on the
card list, please call Joanne in the office with the name and
address.

Winter is the time for
comfort, for good
food and warmth, for
the touch of a
friendly hand and
for a talk beside the
fire: it is the time for
home.
—Edith Sitwell

December 17 we are packing 150 bag lunches for the
Upper Room. We need your help to make sandwiches,
bag items, and pack the lunches. We’ll do this during
coffee hour that Sunday. The Caring Team will deliver
them around 1p.m.
It has come to our attention that the Upper Room needs
meals on Saturdays. So the caring team has volunteered
to make meals for two Saturdays a month. We are no
longer making meals for Our Neighbor’s Place. We are
meeting Saturday, December 16 and Saturday,
December 30 at 8:30 a.m. to prepare the meals and then
take them to the Upper Room by 12:30. We are preparing
100 meals.
Don’t forget to bring in nonperishable foods for the
Millcreek Food Bank as well as cleaning produces and
personal items. Thanks to Deb DiPlacido for taking care of
those items.
Michele Rupp is handling the Community Shelter Services
gifts again this year. Please plan to participate in this very
worthy project.

As you can see, our community offers many ways to
honor the holiday’s tradition of giving and sharing. Please
share some of your time, love and money with these
causes for the needy.
Have yourself a merry little holiday,
The Caring Team
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Thank You, Mateys!
Ahoy, mateys! I hope you enjoyed our voyage on The Good Ship Service Auction.
We had good food, good times, and raised close to $6000 for our church coffers! I
hope that you too returned home with some good treasures!
There are many mateys to thank for our successful adventure! We had Jack
Blount, Diane Guthrie, Leigh Kostis, and Clyde Wolper to help us with all the new
technology that voyages need nowadays. We had Nanci Lorei, Tammy Blount,
Logan Blount, Annette Krusewicz, and Michele Rupp navigating our ship to the
treasures. Liz Yount, Mary Desmone, and Mary Szpara help us locate just the right
treasures for us to take home. Karen Prather made our ship look good! Janet
Krack, Monica O’Reilly, Roberta McCall, Lynne Stephens, Michele Paich, Donna
Martin, Lisa Balsan, Lynne Brown, and Wendy Ormond made sure our galley
provided good nourishment. We had Deb Haire, Roberta McCall, and Carla
Mayhugh collecting treasures for us. Other hands on deck helping out were Tom
Schlaudecker, Howard Krack, Bob Guthrie, and John and Susan Galle-Boyko, and
Kristin Maguire. We couldn’t have set out on our cruise without the help of our first
mate in the home port – Joanne Davis.
Most importantly, we needed all of you to make this voyage a success! Thank you,
for your donations, and thank you for bidding on the many great treasures. You,
my fellow buccaneers, are what make all our adventures and this congregation a
great place to be.
Thank you mateys!
Captain Edie

The Annual Gingerbread House
Decorating Party
Saturday, December 16 from 1:00 to 3:00 in the
Olympia Brown Room.
Bring your assembled house and a pound of candy to
share with everyone. Frosting, for sticking candy to the houses, music and popcorn will be
provided.
If you would like to make your own house and assemble it, a house baking and assembling
workshop during the preceding week can be arranged.
Sign ups for all of this will begin on December 3rd after the service. Questions? Jan or Howard
Krack at (814) 866-2040
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Reverend Beth Marshall
minister@uuerie.org

@uuerie
Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Mondays 8-11 a.m.,
Tues, Wed & Thurs
8 a.m. until 1 p.m.,
Fridays 8 a.m.—noon

UUCE Thursday Email Updates
Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

December Birthdays
Leave Voice
Messages
814-864-9300

05—Deb DiPlacido
07—Annette Krusewicz
10—Kelly Armor

We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

11—Lyncoln Journey and Quinn Journey
Horton-Bowen
12—Christine Bowen
12—Lynne Stephens
13—Rose Barr

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
January issue is
Saturday, December 16.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

24—Lily Hurlburt
25—Janet Krack
31—Lisa Balsan

Service Attendance:
10/29/17—On Artists, Prophets and Other Heretics—Dr. Michael DeSanctis—44 adults,
12 children.
11/5/17—Who are Unitarian Universalist Christians? - Lynne Stephens—57 adults, 7 children.
11/9/17—Abundantly Wise—Rev. Beth Marshall—60 adults.
11/12/17—An Abundance of Blessings—Rev. Beth Marshall—52 adults, 12 children.
11/26/17—Abundance—video sermon by Rev. Angela Herrera—32 adults.

December 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.
QiGong
9:30-10:30 a.m.

3

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch
after the
service

Whispering Lake
Grove business
meeting and class
5 p.m.
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

10

Special
Congregational Meeting
After the Service
Listening and
Reflecting after the
meeting
Caring Team Card Blitz
after the service

17

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

Caring Team Upper
Room Lunch
Assembly after the
service

4
Buddhist
Sangha 7 p.m.
Erie Moot 7 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Service 7 p.m.

Homeschool Group
12-2 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

6
Finance Committee
4:45 p.m.

11
Buddhist
Sangha 7 p.m.
PFLAG 7 p.m.
Sunday Services 5:30 p.m.

12
Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

18

19

Buddhist
Sangha 7 p.m.

Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

13

26
Erie Philharmonic
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m.

Memory Café
1-3 p.m.

14

Board of Trustees
5:30 p.m.

20

21
Memory Café
Christmas Ball

Girl Scouts
6:30-8 p.m.

25

7
One Table Event
6-9 p.m.

Girl Scouts
6:30-8 p.m.

Whispering Lake
Grove Yule Service
5 p.m.

24

5

Winter Solstice
Service 6 p.m.

27

28

8
Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

9

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

QiGong
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Keystone Progress
Noon-2 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

15

16

Adult RE
10:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Caring Team Upper
Room Dinner Prep
8:30 a.m.

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

QiGong 9:30-10:30
a.m.

22

23

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

QiGong
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Gingerbread House
Party 1-3 p.m.
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Erie Sisters 6 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

29

30

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Caring Team Upper
Room Dinner Prep
8:30 a.m.

QiGong
9:30-10:30 a.m.

31

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

