The Beacon

August 2017

Minister:
Reverend Beth Marshall

Sunday Services—
start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.

President:
Doug Russell

August 6
Quaker Service
On August 6, we will meet with the Religious Society of Friends, or
Quakers, in our sanctuary. Members of their congregation will join us for
a combined Quaker /UU service. The service will begin with a 7.5 minute video
“What Quakers Do in Silent Worship.” The service will be led by a member of
their congregation and is being coordinated by Leigh Kostis.

August 13
Income Inequality Workshop
Guest Speaker: Kate Koehle
Workshop communities like ours need to take control in order to shape
our town into a safe and successful environment. There are two ways we
can do this, people power and money power. Erie County United is
building people power to influence progress. Coordinated by Kat Wolper.

UUCE Board Secretary:
John Boyko
UUCE Board Members:
Lynne Brown
Bob Guthrie
John Boyko
Melanie Hetzel-Riggin
Wendy Ormond

Mission

August 20
This is a Sunday service and special event not to be
missed! We will gather for a meditation service at 11:15 a.m. at the
Beach 11 pavilion. Corn Roast and Potluck to follow at 12:30.
The Best Reflections are When the Wind, Water, and You are Still
Join us for another summer lite service as we commune with nature in
the "sheltering arm" of Presque Isle. The service will include walking
meditation to the shore and sitting meditation in the shade of the picnic
shelter.
Annual Corn Roast and Picnic
Following our walking and sitting mediations, we will have a delicious
potluck lunch and fabulous grilled corn. Our friends from area
congregations in Girard, Meadville, and Slippery Rock and nearby NY
churches have been invited to join us. The pavilion is ours for the day, so
many of us will stay to swim, walk the beach, and enjoy the summer at
Presque Isle. Alcoholic beverages are prohibited in the park.

August 27

Skeptical and Appreciative Reflections on
Judeo-Christian Scripture
Dr. Steve Sullivan, professor of English and Philosophy at Edinboro University, will deliver the sermon.
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INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT
We are a vibrant and inclusive
religious community.
We:
*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;
*CONNECT in fellowship and service;
*ACT for peace and justice.
Vision
We will:
*Share the wisdom of our guiding
principles and nurture all who come
seeking personal and spiritual growth.
*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and
expanding religious congregation with
diverse ideas and beliefs reflected in our
services and programs.
*Establish ourselves as a strong
presence in the region through
greater community engagement.
Covenant
We:
*Covenant to promote a culture of
compassion and acceptance in our
relations with each other.
*Promise to listen with the intent to
understand and to communicate in an
honest and respectful manner, even when
we disagree.
*Acknowledge that conflict is an
opportunity for growth.

uuerie.org

The UUCE is Again Participating in Erie Gives!
Mark Tuesday, August 8, on Your Calendar!
This day of support for local nonprofits will be held on Tuesday, August 8 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. online
at www.eriegives.org. Why donate on this day? The Erie Community Foundation and their sponsors
will enhance donors’ gift by providing a prorated match to each gift made.
Donating is easy. Log on to www.eriegives.org between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.; have a Visa, MasterCard,
or Discover card handy. Look up the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie. Decide how much
you would like to donate; there is a $25 minimum donation, but the maximum is up to you. You will
find our name under The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie, alphabetized under “T”.
Please be sure to enter your name in the appropriate fields in the donation screen to ensure proper
attribution of your donation. Also, please email the office at joanne@uuerie.org indicating what portion
of your donation that day is to be applied to your pledge amount.
The UUCE will receive the donations through the Erie Community Foundation during a check
presentation ceremony. Your gift will be put to work immediately. We will continue the work of our
congregation—community service projects, strengthening our committees, and helping our members
become more involved in UUCE, OMD, and UUA activities.
Please donate on this special day!

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie will
Walk to End Alzheimer’s
on Saturday, September 16
We already host the only Memory Café in the area to support persons and
families experiencing Alzheimer’s and dementia, and now we will join with
others in our community at the annual Walk to End Alzheimer’s event.
Walk details: UPMC Park 110 E 10th Street, Erie
Registration 9 a.m., Ceremony 10am, Walk at 10:30 a.m. Route: 2 miles
Contact team captain Michele Rupp at 490-5976 to let her know you want to
join the team or to donate to the cause. You can also register or donate at
act.alz.org and locate team Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie,
or use the link:
UUCE Alzheimer's Team Page
A team orientation will take place August 6 after Sunday service. Michele
can guide team members to set up their own page to spread the word and
invite others to donate online.
Let’s get those UU feet in the street!
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President’s Ponderings
I'm switching from my president hat to my Building and Grounds
Chairman's cap. Read On. Please stop me and tell me what I've
missed in keeping our UUCE community wonderful. Tell me if
you can help out with our grounds and building. Tell me if you
have talents to share. We can work together to share and care
for our UUCE oasis.
Yes, I lifted the last paragraph from my previous Beacon
article because it is still pertinent. We pay to have the lawn cut
and trimmed. I've even stopped the mowing service in the very
northern area to save $35 a crack. BUT the shrubs and beds
around the building are overtaken by weeds and the plants look
shabby. I'm ready to pull it all out and plant grass right up to the
building's edge. I'm not sure how everyone wants to spend their
excess energy, surely not pulling weeds. Our top priorities, of
course, are RE, Sunday Services, Caring, Hospitality, Act/Social
Responsibility, Finance, Membership, Connect/Adult RE. We
also contribute to the community with Our Neighbor's Place
suppers, numerous fundraisers for MCRC, EARS, Memory Cafe,
ServErie and other projects. We all contribute to keeping our
congregation viable, as well as the demands of your job and
family. Still, the weeds keep growing.

Memory Café
Update
The Memory Café will be
on vacation in August.
The café will reopen on
September 7
from 1-3 p.m.

I’m looking for IDEAS on how to keep the UUCE building and
grounds presentable. What would truly help is someone taking
on the Building and Grounds Chairmanship. I'll whine no more.
Erie Gives Day is August 8. I usually donate part of my yearly
pledge to The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Erie during
this event. You will find it is listed/registered with “The” in our
name, on their list of organizations. You won't find us listed
under “U”. Also, please email the office at joanne@uuerie.org
indicating what portion of your donation that day is to be applied
to your pledge amount. This is a great way to pay on your pledge
or donate to the congregation and have a little added to your gift.
The Corn Roast is August 20. This is a great end of the
summer celebration for our congregation. Please join in.
Details are in this issue of the Beacon, on page 5.
Doug
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Notes from the RE Chalkboard
Greetings!
I hope you are enjoying your vacations and our summer program. So
far, we've had a blast in the classroom, from zoo visitors to our
returning congregant Danieh Foltz, who has inspired us with her
research into social justice and breaking gender and racial stereotypes. In August, you can also look forward to our annual Corn
Roast. Although we don't have childcare available in this outdoor
setting, I've invested in some craft activities. Feel free to bring some
beach toys, balls, and games to share with your children and their
friends.
By now, you may have seen my email requesting teacher volunteers for
the next school year. There are positions available in the nursery,
elementary classroom, and middle school classroom still
available. This program does not succeed without your volunteer
support. Please contact me ASAP so I can finish our schedule.
As a reminder, there is no class on Labor Day weekend. September 10
is the multigenerational water communion ceremony. This is our official
end of the summer, when we gather and share stories of our
vacation. Only nursery service will be offered. All the elementary aged
children are encouraged to attend this service. They are welcome to
use our coloring pages during the service. Some of our middle school
children have worked hard to be part of this service, so please come
and enjoy our multigenerational service. I will have preregistration
forms for RE available for families to fill out so we are ready to start the
school year. Even if you filled one out for last school year, we will need
a new one for this new year.
September 17 is the official start of the school year. Elementary aged
children and the nursery children will meet every Sunday. Middle
School children will meet first and third Sundays in Classroom D, while
the Teen program will meet second and fourth Sundays in Classroom
D. If you missed our parent organizational meeting on July 23, please
make sure you read the entire welcome letter when you register your
child so you are aware of all the service learning and fun planned for
the school year.
Blessings,
Susan Galle-Boyko
Director of Children and Youth Religious Education
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Annual Corn Roast
Our Annual UUCE Corn Roast is scheduled for Sunday, August 20 at the Beach 11 Pavilion beginning
at 12:30. Please bring a dish to share, your own table service and a lawn chair.
Beverages will be provided. (No alcohol is permitted at State Parks).
The corn will be on the grill and we will eat at 12:30.

Because new playground/educational area has been installed next to the pavilion, we will need to
adjust to the new configuration and somewhat limited space we have to spread out.
Good conversation, buttery corn, great food and warm fellowship are all on the agenda rain or shine.
~Jan and Howard

Important Meeting!
There has been a petition filed with Millcreek Township to rezone the property across the street
from our building (east side of the 6100 block of Perry Highway) from RR (Rural Residential) to
R-4 (High Density residential). This rezoning would have serious implications for us because of
potential requirements to utilize city water and sewer lines.
There will be a public meeting to discuss this possibility on August 22 at 7 p.m. in the Township
Assembly Room, 3608 west 26th Street, Erie.
If you have any questions, please contact Doug Russell at 4unipsey72@gmail.com.

Upper Room Fundraiser
Rick Haire is selling tickets for the October 5 grand opening of Boscov's Department Store in the
Millcreek Mall at the newly remodeled Sear's store. The cost of the ticket is $5 and 100% of the
ticket cost will be donated to the Upper Room. Only people who have purchased a ticket from a
non-profit organization will be able to attend the store opening. There will be door prizes and
gifts for the patrons. A fun time will be had by all. Rick can be reached at 814 520 8173 or
bartokk47@roadrunner.com

5

6

7

Reverend Beth Marshall
minister@uuerie.org

@uuerie
UUCE Thursday Email Updates

Secretary:
Joanne Davis
Office Hours:
Mondays 8-11 a.m.,
Tues, Wed & Thurs
8 a.m. until 1 p.m.,
Fridays 8 a.m.—noon

Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and
news for the week is sent out via email.
If you would like to be included on the UUCE email
mailing list, please contact Joanne@uuerie.org
before 9:30 a.m. Thursdays.

"Please join our Facebook
page, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Erie! Here
you can find Sunday Service
announcements, upcoming
events, conversations,
words of inspiration and
much more."
For additional information,
please contact Kristin
Maguire at
(krisspins@aol.com).

Please direct all mail to:
P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508

August Birthdays
Leave Voice Messages
814-864-9300

01—Leigh Kostis

01—Irene Morley
04—AnnDrea Benson
We’re On The
Web!
uuerie.org

05—Jim Smith
05—Peggy Puleo
11—Marilyn Storll
18—Michele Paich
22—Howard Krack
22—Betty Young

The Beacon is published monthly.
We welcome your suggestions
and submissions.
The deadline for articles for the
September issue is Saturday, August 19.
Send submissions to:
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Beacon Editor/Layout: Joanne Davis
Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol
Board Liaison: Mary Zuck
To receive future newsletters via
e-mail link or through the mail, please
register with Joanne at 864-9300 or
Joanne@uuerie.org.
Remember, you must register
to receive a newsletter.

31—Sara Seigworth

Service Attendance:
06/04/17—”A Blessing for the Tsar”—Rabbi Emily Losben-Ostrov—56 adults, 12 children.
06/11/17—”We, Like the Flowers, Are Many. We, Like the Flowers, Are One” - Rev. Beth
Marshall—56 adults, 14 children.
06/18/17—”Words of Our Forefathers” - Rev. Beth Marshall—51 adults, 9 children.
06/25/17—”Blessings Abound with Possibilities” Lynne Stephens—50 adults, 16 children.

August 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

1
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.
No Potluck in
August

6

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
Moot 7 p.m.

7

13

Corn Roast
service at
11:15 a.m.
Picnic at 12:30

20

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.
PFLAG 7 p.m.

Finance
4:30 p.m.

8

27

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

4

Sunday
Services 6 p.m.

9

10

Board of
Trustees 5 p.m.

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

11

15

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

21

22

16

23

17

24

Fiber Arts 6-9
p.m.

Buddhist Sangha
7 p.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

28

29

Baby Shower
12-7 p.m.

12

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

14

5
Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

Fiber Arts 6-9
p.m.

Girl Scouts
7-8 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

3

Homeschool
Group 12-2 p.m.

Girl Scouts
7-8 p.m.

Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.

2

30

31

Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

Wedding
Rehearsal
5-6 p.m.
Atheist and
Agnostic
Community
6:30 p.m.

18

19

EARS
Fundraiser
Garage Sale
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Alcoholics
Anonymous
8:30 a.m.

25

Wedding
1-4 p.m.

26

