
   The Beacon 
 

Sunday Services:                      
 start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes.   

Theme for April:  Courage 
 
April 2 Courage  
    T. Augusta Gordon                     
Augie, now retired, was a Professor of Art History and         
German for 34 yrs. At Edinboro U. She traveled, studied and 
taught extensively in several European countries throughout 
her career.  Her sermon topic is the same as our theme for 
April, “Courage”. She will explore six different kinds 
of courage, what courage is, what it is not, and how it is  
related to fear.  Potluck after the service.                                 
Musician:  James Pearson 
 
 
April 9 Being Good Without God     
   Rev. Beth Marshall 
This morning’s sermon was purchased by Regis Sabol at the 
2016 Service Auction.  The service will explore the idea that 
human beings can be completely ethical, good, wise and 
kind without the presence of a superhuman agent.                 
Musician:  James Pearson 

 
April 16    The Courage to Rise      
   Rev. Beth Marshall 
In a season marked by rebirth in many forms, this morning’s 
service will explore the familiar and primitive pull toward 
reinvention, rebirth and a new beginning .                                   
Musician:  Jackson Froman. 
 
 
April 23 Celebrating Our Beautiful Earth Home! 
   Sue Galle-Boyko, Lynne Stephens 
Come join our youth, as they help us learn more about our 
precious Earth.  
Musician: Jackson Froman 
 
 
April 30  It's Your Turn  
   Michael Outlaw   
What will your response be when you have to go against 
your norm(s)?  Everyday we make decisions, some more          
impactful than others, but there comes a time when 
the right decision is not favorable, but needs to be made".  
Please see Michael’s biography on page 5.  

 

April 2017 
  

Attach pledge form to the 

Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive        

religious community. 

We:                                           

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

Vision                                                                                             

We will:                                                     

*Share the wisdom of our  guiding                

principles and nurture all  who come  

seeking personal and spiritual growth.                

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and       

expanding religious congregation with  

diverse ideas and  beliefs reflected in  our  

services and  programs.                 

*Establish ourselves as a strong   

presence in the region through                              

greater community engagement. 

Covenant                                              

We:                                           

*Covenant to promote a culture of  

compassion and acceptance in our 

relations with each other.                                  

*Promise to listen with the intent to               

understand and to  communicate in an 

honest and respectful manner, even when 

we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an          

opportunity for growth. 

 Minister: 

Reverend Beth Marshall 

 

President: 

 Doug Russell 

 

UUCE Board Secretary: 

Roberta McCall 

 

UUCE Board Members: 

Lynne Brown 

Bob Guthrie 

John Boyko 

Mary Zuck 

Wendy Ormond 
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Easter is possibly the most complex of holidays for Unitarian 

Universalists. There are those who expect a more traditional 

experience focusing on the life of Jesus, and those who want 

nothing beyond a naturalistic interpretation of spring and 

earthly renewal.  

 

What I have learned is that as religious liberals one of our 

greatest challenges  is not to dismiss the literature and         

traditions of the world’s religions, somehow  believing we must 

recreate the world. Our shared path  calls us to embrace a    

variety of traditions, embrace them for their diversity and 

beauty, for they have much from which we can learn.  

 

That is not to say that we must accept all without questioning, 

that is not our way or our truth. Ours is to question, and ours is 

to reclaim.  For too long, we have discarded too much in the 

name of possible offense. It is time to work toward a place of 

greater wholeness.  

 

In the spirit of all that cries for rebirth in its many forms, let 

us celebrate the season together.  

Minister’s Musings 

Baby and Child Dedication Service 

May 14, Mother’s Day—      

In Unitarian Universalist congregations we do not perform    

traditional baptisms on babies and children.  The concept of 

original sin is not part of our theology.   Rather, we welcome 

them into the stream of life in the community with water, and 

pledge  our support to them as they grow into the people they 

are meant to become, their young lives unfolding like a rose 

yet in bud.  If you would like to have your child dedicated on 

Mother’s Day, please contact the church office and Rev. Beth 

will be in touch with you to discuss it.   
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Book Club 

The BOOK CLUB will 

meet at 7 p.m. on 

Wednesday, April 26 

at the home of Diana 

Ferguson (480-8475). 

We'll discuss        

"The Piano Lesson",             

a play by                      

August Wilson. 

Shining Our Beacon 

 
Our beacon is shining brighter!  We are over half-way to 

our pledge goal of $111,015!  Thank you to all our            

members and friends who have already returned their 

pledge of financial support to our congregation.  Have you        

returned your pledge form? 

 

As you certainly realize, our UUCE Beacon strengthens us 

and beams brightly into our community.  We light up our 

own lives with opportunities for spiritual growth, new          

insights, and valued friendships.  We shine our beacon            

into the community with social outreach, education, and 

voices for justice.   

 

Our Beacon is shining brightly because of the work and 

support of all the members of our UUCE family.  Thank 

you for the time and energy you devote to the many             

actions we undertake.  Please help us continue our              

mission by donating a generous pledge to the financial 

well-being of our lighthouse.   

 

If you have not already turned in your pledge form, please 

do so by April 9.  A copy of the pledge form will be         

attached to this email. 

 

Thank you for helping us Shine Our Beacon! 

 

Leigh Kostis and Edie Cultu 

Stewardship Campaign Co-chairs 

3 



4 

West Millcreek Food Pantry 

Thanks to all who continue to bring in donations of non-

perishable food items, toiletries, house/laundry cleaning prod-

ucts, personal hygiene products, and baby diapers sizes 2 or 

3.  During our Souperbowl Sunday on February 5th, we collected 

a total of $150 in cash for the Food Pantry as well.  They are so 

grateful for everything we give.  Please continue to place dona-

tions in the wicker baskets under the table by the office. 

 

I’ve recently started a book lending library for their clients con-

sisting of gently used books that have an uplifting message.  If 

any of you have books you would like to donate that fit that de-

scription, you can place them in the wicker baskets as well.  I 

was thinking that old copies of UU World magazine that you no 

longer want would also be nice for them to read.    

 

~Deb DiPlacido 

Pathway to Membership 
Saturday, May 20—9:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. 

Wondering if you are a Unitarian Universalist, or if the Unitarian 

Universalist Congregation of Erie is the right community for you? 

Come spend an informal and informative day with us to find out, as 

we share the story of Unitarian Universalism and the life of our own 

congregation. There is no obligation to join UUCE by attending this 

event, but for those aged 16 and over who are so led, you will have 

the opportunity to do so. More recent members and UU transplants 

who have not yet participated in the class are encouraged to             

attend. There's plenty to learn from each other to enhance congre-

gational life.  

 

Childcare is available if requested in advance, and a light lunch will 

be provided. For more information, please contact Michele at 868-

2289, or register with Joanne at  joanne@uuerie.org. 

mailto:joanne@uuerie.org


Michael Outlaw is a tenacious individual who grew up in the inner city of Erie, PA and 

has overcome insurmountable odds. Since his early years as a teenager he has been            

involved with the criminal justice system. Like most offenders he transitioned from the 

juvenile justice system into the adult justice system, served two county bids and was 

paroled with five years of probation.  

 

After he was released from Erie County Prison with two felonies on his record the odds 

were not in his favor. Michael learned that working temporary jobs did not offer              

sustainable income or an opportunity for advancement. Feeling hopeless and              

overwhelmed Michael decided to turn to a criminal lifestyle to make money and provide 

a better living for himself. 

 

Nonetheless, the untimely murder of his younger brother, Eddie Outlaw Jr., left Michael 

contemplating whether to make changes and live the life he knew he was destined for 

or to continue embracing the criminal lifestyle. After a failed attempt to find the              

individuals responsible for his younger brother’s death due to them being arrested by 

the Erie Police Department,  Michael decided it was time to take charge of his destiny.   

No longer would Michael have to sleep with a firearm under his pillow for protection nor 

would he feel compelled to look over his shoulder.  

 

He enrolled in Edinboro University as a Criminal Justice major where he founded the on 

campus ministry, Christ for Life. Michael obtained his B.A. in Criminal Justice from                

Edinboro University and went on to earn a Master’s in Administration of Justice at              

Mercyhurst University. Michael is also a member of The National Criminal Justice Honors 

Society, Alpha Phi Sigma. In addition to his academic accomplishments, Michael also  

received a Governor’s pardon for the felonies which are now expunged from his record.  

 

Michael is an active member of Prince Hall Affiliation Masonic Order of Bay City Lodge 

#68 Erie, PA. He is also the Democratic Committee Chair Person over the 5th Ward 4th 

District of Erie PA, a board member for Erie Water Works, and serves on 

the HR and Pension Committees. Above all roles, Michael prides himself 

as a family man who is  passionate about his community. Michael              

currently resides in Erie with his beautiful wife, Danielle,                               

and their four children.       5 
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Caring News 

Courage is not the towering oak that sees storms come and go; it is the fragile           
blossom that opens in the snow. 
     ~Alice M. Swaim 
 
Our Neighbor’s Place is over for this winter season.  From  November to March we 

made and served 12 dinners that were received thankfully.  This was our third year of  

participation in the program.  The program is for overflow homeless people (not 

enough room in the regular shelters) and happens at various churches throughout the 

downtown.  Do to the situation in our country right now I think the homeless                  

population will only expand.  So I hope we will be able to continue the program in the 

fall.  *Special thanks to Bill Krack, Edie Cultu, Annette Krusewicz, and Howard Krack 

who were the basic team and thank you to all the people who gave money or helped 

with the dinners. 

 

Bag lunches for the Upper Room turned out a great success.  Thank you to the many 

people who helped to make and pack the lunches.  It was so much fun, let’s do it 

again on  Sunday, April 30 after the Sunday Service.  Here’s hoping you will help out.   

 

The Card Blitz for spring and/or Easter is on Sunday, April 9.  A list and cards will be 

on your table during coffee hour to sign for some of our UUCE friends. 

 

A special collection to honor Larry Wander for his years of service to our congregation 

will be held April 9 during the   Sunday offering.  As you enter the Sanctuary you may 

pick up a small envelope marked “special offering” then during the offering just drop 

it in the plate. The money is to buy a tree for our campus to honor Larry Wander. 

 

Thanks to Deb DiPacido for her work with the West Millcreek Food Bank.  People may 

bring food and hygiene articles at any time and put them in the baskets by the        

bulletin board.  

 

A personal note—I have enjoyed being chair of the Caring Team, however I have to 

cut back due to Regis’ illnesses.  Thank you to a multitude of people who made my 

work much lighter. I’d still like to help out the team whenever I can. We need people 

to step up and help the Caring Team, as I know you will. 

  

~Ginny Sabol 
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 Please join a UUCE team to attend the MCRC dinner and trivia night on Friday, April 28 

at 5:30 at the Prep and Villa Event Center.  We will enjoy dinner together, compete as a 

team for the trivia prize, and give our support to the Multicultural Community Resource 

Center which helps refugees in our community.  If we have a table of eight, the cost per 

person will be $27.50.  Please contact Edie Cultu for reservations for our UUCE 

team.  Her email is edie_cultu@yahoo.com or phone is 456-5406.  Let's give our UUCE 

support to an organization that is strongly supporting the refugees in our area!  
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  Third Annual MCRC Trivia Competition 
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Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Mondays 8-11 a.m., 

Tues, Wed & Thurs                               

8 a.m. until 1 p.m.,               

Fridays 8 a.m.—noon 

Leave Voice Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The 

Web! 

uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email Updates 

Every Thursday an update of UUCE events and 

news for the week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact  Joanne@uuerie.org 

before 9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

@uuerie 
"Please join our Facebook 

page, Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Erie! Here 

you can find Sunday Service 
announcements, upcoming 

events, conversations, 
words of inspiration and 

much more." 
For  additional information, 

please contact Kristin 

Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

April Birthdays   

01—Lorna Slater 

03—Margo Wolfe 

04—Jack Blount 

08—Sharon Scranton 

13—Ginny Sabol 

26—Edie Cultu 

30—Terry Smith 

 

  

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

May issue is                                                  

Saturday, April 15.                                 

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

Board Liaison:  Mary Zuck 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

 

Service Attendance: 

02/05/17—The Myth of White Innocence—Mary Desmone and David Szymanowski— 

  67 adults. 

02/12/17—Coming Home—Rev. Beth Marshall—64 adults, 10 children. 

02/19/17—Love Prepare Me—Rev. B eth Marshall—53 adults, 14 children. 

02/26/17—Nonviolence and Just Peace—Anne McCarthy, OSB—55 adults, 14 children. 

Reverend Beth Marshall 

minister@uuerie.org 



April 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 

Fiber Arts Circle 

6-9 p.m. 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 

 

 

 

 

Fiber Arts Circle 

6-9 p.m. 

27 28 29 

30       

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m.                   

Potluck after the 

service.                       

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Upper Room-

Lunch Assembly 

after the service. 

Sunday Service  

10:30 a.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 

7 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool 

Group 12-2 p.m. 

Girl Scouts            

7-8 p.m. 

 

Finance 4:30 

p.m. 

Girl Scouts            

7-8 p.m. 

Memory Café  

1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café  

1-3 p.m. 

Adult RE                

7-9 p.m. 

Adult RE                

7-9 p.m. 

Adult RE Noon      

Special Meeting 

to  Discuss the 

Budget Noon 

Whispering Lake 

Grove Business  

meeting 5 p.m. 

Sunday              

Services                   

6 p.m. 

Atheist and 

Agnostic            

Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and 

Agnostic            

Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and 

Agnostic            

Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Atheist and 

Agnostic            

Community 

6:30 p.m. 

Homeschool     

Science Fair              

11:30-2:30 p.m. 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics 

Anonymous 

8:30 a.m. 

QiGong              

9:30—10:30 a.m. 

QiGong              

9:30—10:30 a.m. 

QiGong              

9:30—10:30 a.m. 

Garden Work          

Party 9-11:30 a.m. 

Whispering Lake 

Grove Earth Day 

Ritual 5 p.m. 

World Tai Chi Day 

10-11:30 a.m. 

Whispering Lake 

Grove Beltaine 

Service 5:30 p.m. 


