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February 3  Deja Vu All Over Again   
Guest speaker: Ed Whitbred  (see pg. 4) 

Our February theme of “Inclusion” kicks-off with a light hearted 
talk/slide show that looks at the role Lower Parade Street played in 
early immigration.  Remarkably, that neighborhood is still playing 
the same role today.  While not serious history, this has an                     
important message about the assimilation of ethnic cultures into 
America.  Service Coordinator: Al Richardson; Musicians: Pat Lorei 
and  Janet Krack.  The Service will be followed by the monthly            
potluck meal. 
  
February 10 Open Your Hearts      
  Reverend Charlie Dieterich      
St. Valentine’s Day is advertised as a day for love between two peo-
ple… spouses, perhaps other relatives.  When I was in elementary 
school we would make valentines for everybody in the class, whether 
we liked them or not.  How wide can you open your heart in this 
hurting world?  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 
  
 
 February  17 We Drew a Circle      
 Reverend Charlie Dieterich                                                                     
This month’s theme, “Inclusion” is bigger than acceptance, bigger 
than welcome.   Edwin Markham, in his poem Outwitted, celebrates 
the victory of inclusion over exclusion, of love over hate, name              
calling and oppression.  Musician:  Jackson Froman and the UUCE 
Choir. 

  

 February 24         InclUUsion:      
      The Promise and Practice of Our Faith   
 Speaker:  Dixie Morrow  
Musician:  Jackson Froman. 
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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 
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Minister’s Musings 

February is the month when new lambs are ready to be born.  It’s 
filled with possibility and hope, and warm fuzzy things.  With the 
focus on change and love, the congregation’s chosen theme of 
“Inclusion” seems perfect.  Our guests may not be warm and fuzzy 
lambs, but how do we work to “Include” those who find us?  Our 
principle of Acceptance of one another and encouragement to 
spiritual growth in our congregation certainly sounds like a good 
start.   
 
At last month’s MLK Day Walk one speaker noted that Inclusion is 
more than Acceptance, it is that “We are all in this together” (to 
quote Holly Near.)  The Universalist principle of Inclusion-of-all is 
a stretch for some, maybe a stretch for you, and yet, what a               
wonderful world it would create! 
 
The monthly Spiritual Reflection session continues on February 
15th at 10:30 AM.  We sit and listen to other’s voices and then to 
our own voice, without judgment or commentary.  No need to sign 
up, but an RSVP helps us plan.  Adding an evening session                     
requires a few folks to commit to and select a good time – away 

from the frenzy of Sunday mornings.  Contact me if you want to 
help organize this. 
 
== 
 
When you voted in November for Worship Themes, one of the 
most popular was “UU History”… and so we are planning a special 
service at the end of February, a listening session of sorts.  It is a 
pre-written service of pieces from UU leaders of color, speaking to 
their experiences in a denomination which includes us and them.   
 
Dixie Morrow is leading the team to put together our presentation 
of this material.  It is important that we not assume editorial               
privilege in this process, and we let the words from Unitarian  
Universalists of color be heard.  And so Dixie and team will be             
recruiting leaders in the congregation to learn about and read the 
materials.  Our speakers will probably all be white, but the words 
will be from African American, Asian and Latino and Latina               
Unitarian Universalists.  This is more than listening, it is including 
their experiences in the definition of what it means to be a UU. 
 
I hope you can attend and will help Dixie Morrow if she asks you. 
 
Finally, a big thank you for my Ministerial Startup!  I felt honored 
by the thirty-plus members who gave their input and shared CER’s 
Pastor Sunshine Wolfe’s classroom with me.  I hope we continue 
to internalize some learnings including RACI and Appreciative In-
quiry.   
 
Happy Winter, 
Rev. Charlie 
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February 
Book Club 

 
Date: February 27 

  
Time: 7:00pm 

 
Place: home of Lucy 
Krupicz (459-6072) 

 
Book: Lincoln In The 

Bardo by George 
Saunders 



 
 
Reflections on the Minister Start-Up. Thirty              
members attended and left with praise of the            
process and appreciation of the results. The results 
of discussions in numerous small groups are        
displayed on twelve large sheets of paper and 
could use some condensing and consideration.  
This was the first step toward our overall goal of 
providing Rev. Charlie with a view of who we are 
as a congregation and how to gently provide guidance.  
 
Along with feedback from Lynne and Dixie about the future of the       
Garage Sale, feedback from Lisa and Lynne about the future of the 
Hospitality Committee, and the beginnings of the semi-orphaned 
Stewardship process—I'm still interested in gathering the                                            
information from the Minister Start-Up.   Anyone game? 
 
Stay warm, 
 
Doug 

President’s Ponderings 
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Little Dinners to Resume in March! 
 
It is time to get to know each other better, have fun, and eat good 
food!  Let’s create our own March Madness! 
 
Little Dinners are a popular activity at our UUCE.  Hosts provide 
the home and the beverages, and the guests bring the food.  What 
could be easier!  For those of you who are fairly new to our                 
congregation, this is a great way to get to know other congregants.  
For old timers, we know how enjoyable this event can be. 
 
First, we need hosts.  Please sign up to host a Little Dinner for a 
weekend time in March.  When you sign up, please indicate how 
many guests you can entertain – it can be a small group or large.  
Please also indicate if your dinner (or lunch) includes having            
children.  This doesn’t have to apply to all cases, but once in a while, 
a family likes to entertain other families with children.  It will also 
help if you can indicate how accessible your home is.  In other 
words, are there stairs at the entrance or only an upstairs                   
bathroom?  Please look in the Olympia Brown room for the sign-up 
sheet or email Edie at edie_cultu@yahoo.com. 
 
Let’s play at our own UUCE MARCH MEAL MADNESS!  Get in the 
game and sign up to host and then sign up to attend!    

March Meal Madness! 

Backs Against the 
Wall, Saturday,       
Feb. 9 from 3-5:30 PM 
 
This is a chance to gather 
at UUCE and watch a new 
documentary being 
broadcast on WQLN's 
“World Channel” 
 
Backs Against The Wall: 
The Howard Thurman 
Story's premiere is              
Saturday, Feb 9 at 4 PM, 
and we will take the hour 
before to gather and learn 
a bit about Dr. Howard 
Thurman, then watch the 
show. This is not                
particularly a UU event, 
so invite your friends and 
pass this on to other faith 
groups. You could also 
watch it at home if you 
can get the “World                
Channel.” (Comcast 197, I 
think)  This is part of 
their Black History 
Month programming.  
 
I have mentioned Rev. 
Dr. Thurman many times 
this year, his words                 
inspired the sermon “The 
Work of Christmas” last 
month. We can make                
coffee or hot tea, and feel 
free to bring snacks to 
share as we watch TV           
together. Hope you can 
come. 
 
Rev. Charlie 
 
Here's more info from 
another PBS station: 
https://www.kcet.org/
shows/backs-against-the-
wall-the-howard-
thurman-story 

Special Event 

https://www.kcet.org/shows/backs-against-the-wall-the-howard-thurman-story
https://www.kcet.org/shows/backs-against-the-wall-the-howard-thurman-story
https://www.kcet.org/shows/backs-against-the-wall-the-howard-thurman-story
https://www.kcet.org/shows/backs-against-the-wall-the-howard-thurman-story


Notes From the RE Chalkboard 

It’s hard to believe we’re halfway through the 
school year. Seems like we just started last week :-) 
 
 The elementary age group is starting their campaign for 
our local rabbit shelter. In the month of February we are 
collecting 30 gallon garbage bags. For the month of March 
we are collecting paper towels. For the month of April we 
are collecting newspapers. Please leave your donations in 
the RE classroom on the countertop. The children are also 
interested in collecting monetary donations as well, like we 
did last year with a new T-shirt design as a reward. Each 
child that donates $25 towards the shelter will receive a 
free T-shirt, design to be announced soon.  And, yes, any 
congregant can participate in all of these donation            
programs including the T-shirt campaign. 
 
For our end-of-the-year party, Brian Heyd, John Galle-
Boyko, and I will host an all ages talent show. On May 19, 
we will have our teacher appreciation Sunday along with 
the flower communion service. That afternoon we will          
present the all ages talent show. Similar to talent shows of 
the past, all congregants and friends are encouraged to    
participate and show off their talents. Even if you’re not                
participating in the talent show, please stay to see the    
wonderful talents we have within our community. I will 
have a sign up sheet in the RE classroom and participants 
need to sign up by April 1., with more details to come. 
 
~Susan Galle-Boyko 
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Biography of our Guest Speaker February 3 
  
Ed Whitbred is an Erie lifer who grew up in the area under 
discussion, lower Parade Street, retired from P&G, he has 
served on the boards of a variety of social service and              
religious agencies; including SafeNet, Trinity Center and 
Bethany Outreach Center. He has been a Lay Worship 
Leader in the Lutheran Church for more than a decade. He 
is program chair for the Y Speaker’s Series, a member of 
“The Amazing Grays”       

TRUNK FULL                   

FOR MILLCREEK 

FOOD BANK  

February 3 is Souper 
Bowl Sunday at the 
UUCE.  This is a day           

designated to collect 
supplies for the               
Millcreek Food           

Pantry.  This is a joyous 
day at the UUCE.  Please 
bring in nonperishable 

foods, cleaning              
produces, or personal 

items for the food 
bank.  I’m challenging 

you to bring in so much 
that Deb Diplacido can’t 

fit it all in the trunk of 
her car.  

Pot Luck Sunday also 
falls on February 3, so if 
you can bring in a soup 
for the pot luck it would 

be fun. Naturally, any 
dish for the pot luck is 

fine.  After all it is 
Souper Bowl Sunday.  

Oh, yes.  And, if you are 
a football fan, wear your 

team colors.   

Let’s all make this  
another Super Sunday 

at the UUCE. 



5 

 

    Honor With Flowers! 
  

There is a new process for providing flowers to    
adorn our sanctuary on Sunday mornings! 

 
Show you care by donating to the UUCE Flower Fund, and a member of our Flower Team will 

provide for the sanctuary a  beautiful arrangement in honor of your loved one or special              
occasion.  Your tribute will be featured in that  Sunday’s order of service.  Just sign up on the 

sheet on the bulletin board in the Olympia Brown Room, fill out a dedication card (shown                  
below) which can be found in the pocket to the left of the sign up form, and leave 

 the completed card and  payment on the desk in the office. 
 

 Please give us two weeks’ notice to prepare your request. 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Fridays 8 a.m.—12 p.m. 

  

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The 

Web! 

uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist                 

Congregation of Erie! Here you 
can find Sunday Service                    

announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, 

please contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

February Birthdays 

 04—Bob Cullen 

06—Judy Morley 

13—Danieh Foltz 

16—Julie Maguire 

17—Shannon Zuck 

18—Lily Maguire 

19—Jared Cedzo 

24—Rhys Oak Horton-Bowen 

27—Annette Wise 

 

      

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

March issue is                                                   

Saturday, February 16.                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

12/02/18—Chalica—RE Children—57 adults, 14 children. 

12/09/18—Keeping Hanukkah in Christmas—Rev. Charlie—54 adults, 4 children. 

12/16/18—Family Traditions—Annette Krusewicz & Dixie Morrow—40 adults, 8 children. 

12/23/18—Whose Holiday Is It? - Rev. Charlie—47 adults, 6 children. 

12/30/18—Conversations in Germany—Ryan Cedzo—49 adults. 

  

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28   

 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Media Policy                       
Committee Noon. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Alcoholics                        
Anonymous                      
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                        

Anonymous                      

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                        

Anonymous                      

8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                        

Anonymous                      

8:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi               

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi  9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Screening of “Backs 
Against The Wall: The 
Howard Thurman Story”           

3-5:30 p.m. 

Tai Chi              

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi                

9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Memory Café                   
1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café                   
1-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                   
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                   
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                   
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts                   
1:30-3 p.m. 

Homeschool Group 
12-2 p.m. 

Homeschool Group 
12-2 p.m. 

Reflection Group 

10:30 a.m. 

Erie Philharmonic  
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic   
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic  
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Erie Philharmonic  
Chorus 6:30-9 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 
Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha              
7 p.m. 
PFLAG 7 p.m. 

  

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 
  

Buddhist Sangha      
7 p.m. 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                    
Potluck Lunch after the 
service 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Bellydance 2  p.m. 

Bellydance      
4 p.m. 

Bellydance      
4 p.m. 

Bellydance      
4 p.m. 

Whispering Lake Grove        
5 p.m. 

Caring Team Upper 
Room Lunch Prep 
after the Service 

Erie Sisters                

6:30 p.m. 

Fill the Trunk for the           
Millcreek Food               
Pantry—Souper Bowl            
Sunday 

February 2019 

Board of 
Trustees              
5 p.m. 

Finance                
Committee               
4:30 p.m. 

Sunday     
Services 
Comm. 4 p.m. 

One Table 
Steering 
Comm. 4 p.m. 

Book Club          
7 p.m. 

Caring Team 
Card Blitz  
during coffee 
hour Game Day           

12-6 p.m. 

Tuesday 
Morning 
Music Club           
9 a.m.– Noon 


