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Mission                                                            

                                                     

INSPIRE, CONNECT, ACT                                                              

We are a vibrant and inclusive religious 

community. 

We:                                                        

*INSPIRE personal and spiritual growth;                                                      

*CONNECT in fellowship and  service;                                                              

*ACT for peace and justice. 

 

Vision     

                                                                                   

We will:                                                      

*Share the wisdom of our guiding principles 

and nurture all  who come  seeking personal 

and spiritual growth.                                                  

*Be a welcoming, inclusive, and expanding 

religious congregation with diverse ideas and  

beliefs reflected in  our services and  programs.                                                         

*Establish ourselves as a strong presence in the 

region through greater community 

engagement. 

Covenant                                                                         

We:                                                          

*Covenant to promote a culture of  compassion 

and acceptance in our relations with each 

other.                                                                     

*Promise to listen with the intent to  

understand and to  communicate in an honest 

and respectful manner, even when we disagree.                             

*Acknowledge that conflict is an opportunity 

for growth. 

The Beacon 

December 2   Chalica     
  with our RE children 

No matter which holiday you and your family celebrate, you are cordially invited to 

the seventh annual Chalica celebration.  The Chalica service was created by Willow 

Hurlburt and the 2012 religious education committee. We look forward to                          

celebrating with you again this year. 

 

December 9   Keep Hanukkah in Christmas  

  Reverend Charlie Dieterich 

In which Gospel does Jesus celebrate Hanukkah?  What is the significance of this 

minor Jewish holiday and why is it important today? Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

 

December 16  Family-Grown Traditions  

 Dixie Morrow and  Annette Krusewicz 

Several speakers from the congregation talk about their own family customs and  
rituals.  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

  

December 23   Whose Holiday Is It?   

  Reverend Charlie Dieterich 

Christmas comes once a year and it seems everyone is celebrating.  How have       

Unitarians and Universalists contributed to the general festivities?  Our choir sings 

carols and songs of joy.  Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

 

December 24 at 7 p.m. Christmas Eve                 

  Reverend Charlie Dieterich 

The congregation and Rev. Charlie.  Start your holiday with community.  We will 

sing and listen and share sweets, with anthems and readings. Stay for the reception. 

 

December 30  Conversations in Germany 
 Speaker:   Ryan Cedzo  

Musician:  Jackson Froman. 

 

Sunday Services— start at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 60-75 minutes 

Theme for December:  Freedom of  Worship  

December 2018 



MINISTER’S MUSINGS 

“Freedom of Worship”  

The last of our Four Freedoms, as articulated by Franklin Delano Roosevelt, was 
the hardest for Norman Rockwell to illustrate.  The cover for the “Saturday Evening 
Post” showed people praying and all looking in the same general direction,  above 
them the words, “EACH ACCORDING TO THE DICTATES OF HIS OWN           
CONSCIENCE.”  To Rockwell, the words meant generally Jewish/Christian                       
religions.  No one is dancing a prayer or meditating, and the Muslim has no prayer 
rug.  Awareness of human diversity has grown in the past 75 years.  With it, comes 
humility and celebration. 

In Japan, for example, Christmas is probably bigger than in Erie.  Huge Christmas 
trees, stores bustling with gift buying and incredibly ornate wrappings.  Every town 
is 5th Avenue, and the winter gloom is fought with tinselly fierceness.  The presents 
are mostly for the New Year, and the songs are of comfort and joy.                                       
Merī Kurisumasu.  

In Hawaii, there are very few pine trees, so they do something different.  The                     
language also lacks several sounds common in English, so they substitute similar 
phonemes.  The greeting on December 25 is “Mele Kalikimaka”.  And in Alaska, you 
might hear the Inuktitut phrase, “Kuvianak Inovia.”  

Returning to our theme, these days, we only occasionally hear of worship                        
suppression.  The execution of infidels by ISIS also happened on a smaller scale in 
colonial Massachusetts.  The Rhode Island Colony was formed for the specific               
purpose of providing religious liberty.  The Pilgrims, themselves, fled England in 
fear of public execution.  From Nazi Germany to the USA, rock throwing thugs 
fought freedom of worship.  After high school, I visited Germany and was amazed 
that one large church had hundreds of carved saints on the walls, each one with its 
head  broken off – this had been done hundreds of years ago as a purification when 
the city turned from Catholic to Protestant.  The Majority enforces its culture,        
sometimes violently. 

I am still not sure what I'll do for Christmas Day.  Working Christmas Eve does 
make me want to simply sleep in and listen to Burl Ives records.  Many people         
celebrate the day off with their own individual traditions.  In her confirmation 
hearing, Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan was asked where she was on               
Christmas.  She answered: "Like all Jews, I was probably at a Chinese restaurant." 
So, Merry Christmas, and may your plans come true, whatever they are. 

There is still time to help plan our Christmas Eve..  If you will be 
here for Christmas Eve, consider volunteering to help with our 
service… https://doodle.com/poll/4v8depiphw4b4ff5  or send 
me an e-mail.  I will be announcing gatherings to plan for those 
who sign up. Check the Thursday “UUCE Weekend News” e-mail 
for more news. 

 

Ho ho ho, 

Rev Charlie 
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https://doodle.com/poll/4v8depiphw4b4ff5


PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS 

 

This year, we were able to provide $297 for the Easter collection and $481 for the 
Thanksgiving collection, for a total of $778!!  This is tremendous.  When I visited 
the Pantry recently, they said that they had received turkeys from the Second  
Harvest Food Bank for all but 20 of their client families.  They said the money we 
donated would cover all 20 turkeys for the remaining families plus the additional 
items for a complete Thanksgiving meal.  I received a big hug and many                   
thank-yous, which I’m sending on to all of you.  I’ll also soon be dropping off                  

about 40 knitted hats.  What a great job from our small but mighty congregation! 

In February, we will have our Souper Bowl Sunday (more info and date to be announced later). 
We will accept a blitz of donations of food, toiletries, and cleaning  products.  I will add up the 
total number of items donated, so I’m hoping that I have so much stuff it will barely fit in my car 
trunk!   

Suggested “most wanted” items are cereals, sources of protein (canned fish, canned meats, dried 
or canned beans), dried rice, canned fruits and vegetables, full-size shampoo, body wash, soap 
and toothpaste, and any type of cleaning products.  Also, please make sure “use by” dates are 
current.  ~Deb DiPlacido 

WEST MILLCREEK FOOD PANTRY 
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Reverend Charlie and Julie Maguire hosted a Workshop on Welcoming on                                                           
November 17.  Eleven  members participated. It was very informative, and the                                             
presentation describing the subtleties of introduction and exchange when one meets                                    
a guest or visitor was very enlightening. What are the first impressions when a guest                                            
or visitor arrives? Thank you, Rev. Charlie.  Thank you, Julie!   
 
January 11 and 12 are the tentative dates for Rev Charlie’s Ministry Start-Up. This will be facilitated by 
the UUCE's CER Congregational Field Staff representative, Rev. Sunshine Wolfe (they/their/theirs).  
We started the planning for this last week.  Put those dates in your phone calendar, Google account, 
IPhone 6000, or that paper calendar hanging on your wall—and plan to attend! 
  
The UUCE's automatic defibrillator has arrived. Training from the company is basically CPR-oriented. 
The following link takes you to a explanation of their various training sessions.                                                   
https://www.heartsmart.com/CPR-AED-Training-Certification-s/1835.htm   
For training on the AED, not CPR, a very helpful resource is YouTube for instructional videos such as 
this one: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHy3YwoO3c8. The defibrillator was recommended be-
cause its simplicity of use. Please take a look at the two links and give me some feedback. Rev Charlie 
relayed a conversation he had with a member of  his previous congregation, a police officer, who said 
CPR training is 90% of  being prepared for an emergency event. ALICE training is considered less 
needed. The UUCE has contacted security specialists and received six email attachments that I will 
gladly share at your request. 
 
I've contacted Tony Beraducci, of Grise Audio Visual, about our recent AV problems.  This month, he 
will troubleshoot our system and reboot the ClickShare software. 
 
I have enlisted a member to help change out the commercial faucet with one that has a retracting 
sprayer.  We hope to have it installed in the next couple of weeks. 
  
I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration!    ~Doug 

https://www.heartsmart.com/CPR-AED-Training-Certification-s/1835.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHy3YwoO3c8


  4 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting Ahead 

Call for Mentors 

The Getting Ahead program is identifying adults willing to serve as mentors to other adults working 

hard to improve their lives and become more self-sufficient. 

Through the Getting Ahead program, participants take part in a structured curriculum and set three 

personal self-sufficiency goals.  They are then matched with mentors who provide moral support and 

encouragement as they work to achieve their goals. 

The mentor has three primary responsibilities: 

1. Make an intentional friendship with a person in poverty and join them on their journey to 

achieve their goals. 

2. Increase awareness of one’s own stereotypes and class rules and be willing to look beyond them. 

3. Use the experience of the friendship to advocate within the community for changes to barriers 

that keep poverty in place. 

The Mentor commitment is: 

1. Two to three hours of time per month. 

2. After mentors are matched with mentees, there is: 

 a. Monthly “Big View” meetings with other Getting Ahead participants   

  and program staff to discuss challenges. 

 b. Phone and  in-person contact between the mentor and mentee as needed   

  throughout the month.  

3. There is no financial commitment required of the mentor. 

Mentors receive the following support: 

1. Bridges Out of Poverty training. 

2. Program staff available to answer questions and offer advice. 

To become a mentor, contact Teresa Swoger, Getting Ahead Coordinator, at tswoger@gecac.org or 

814-4581 x652. 
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CARING TEAM NEWS 

  

A Holiday Toast 

In this time of darkness, we see light. 

In this time of cold, we feel warmth. 

In this time of war, we desire peace, 

In times of injustice, we demand justice. 

In this time of fear, we embrace courage. 

In this time of ignorance, we seek enlightenment. 

In this time of hatred, we share the love of our family. 
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NOTES FROM THE RE CHALKBOARD 
 

Happy Holidays, 

 

No matter which holiday you and your family celebrate, you are cordially invited to the seventh                
annual Chalica celebration on Sunday, December 2. For all those involved in the service, please                
report to the congregation by 9:30 that morning. We will have our rehearsal prior to the service. The 
Chalica service was created by Willow Hurlburt and the 2012 religious education committee. We look 
forward to celebrating with you again this year. 

 

Religious Education will have a holiday break from December 23-31. Thank you to all the families 
and volunteers that support this wonderful program 

 

Blessed be, 

 

Susan Galle-Boyko  

 

Schedule for December 

Card Blitz December 9 

Lunches for the Upper 
Room December 16 

Meals for the Community 
Center December 10 and  
December 31 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM THE                      

CARING TEAM! 



  

Friday, December 21, 6 p.m. at UUCE 

Across time and cultures, people have observed the day the sun 
stands still and the days begin to lengthen.  We will do likewise, 
with fire, word, song and reflection. Please join us for these and a 
candlelit Potluck.  Bring a bell to ring and a dish to share and 
thoughts to send off in the bonfire.  Dress for the weather, as we 
will be both indoors and out.  Service leaders, Lisa Balsan, Carla 
Mayhugh, Brian Hed and Roberta McCall. 

WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION 
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AN OCEAN OF OFFERINGS 
2018 SERVICE AUCTION 

SUCCESS AT SEA 
 

Our dive into the ocean proved to be a fun adventure and a profitable one as well!  We made over 

$6000 for our UUCE funds.  Thank you goes to all who helped make this journey a success.  We had 

help from all our technical people buying software and working the computers, slide shows and sound 

systems.  We had people setting up and decorating ahead of time and cleaning up afterward.  There 

were many helpers assisting in the kitchen and working on the silent auction.  Our auctioneering team 

did a fantastic job getting your bids, recording them and keeping us on track.  It is not difficult to be in 

charge of a UUCE project when so many people contribute their support. 

A thank you goes to all of you in our congregational family as well.  You contributed the many                   

offerings, and you bid on the items!  Your generous support made us raise a good amount of money for 

our UUCE home.  You also supplied the great appetizers and desserts that we all enjoyed so much.  

Hopefully, everyone had a wonderful time and got some good services and items as well.  This was a 

team effort, and we can be proud of what we accomplished! 

With gratitude,  

Edie Cultu 

The Memory Cafe  

will prepare "survival kits" for Freedom House, a temporary shelter for homeless                

veterans. We will prepare holiday packages containing items they will need when they 

are finally assigned housing. Gently used items are welcome! Here's what we need: 

cereal sized bowls, tall glasses, 6 inch frying pan, peelers, spatula, dish 

towels, "scrubbies.  

The guests at Memory Cafe will prepare the packages during upcoming sessions. 



 

Secretary: 

Joanne Davis                               

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and Friday                

8-11:30 a.m.   

Tues. & Thurs., 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Leave Voice               

Messages   

814-864-9300 

Please direct all mail to:   

P.O. Box 3495, Erie, PA 16508 

We’re On The Web! 

uuerie.org 

Reverend Charles Dieterich 

minister@uuerie.org 

UUCE Thursday Email    

Updates 

Every Thursday an update of 

UUCE events and news for the 

week is sent out via email. 

If you would like to be            

included on the UUCE email 

mailing list, please contact    

Joanne@uuerie.org before        

9:30  a.m. Thursdays.  

"Please join our Facebook page, 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
of Erie! Here you can find Sunday 

Service announcements, upcoming 
events, conversations, words of     

inspiration and much more." 
For  additional information, please 

contact Kristin Maguire at 

(krisspins@aol.com). 

December Birthdays 

 09—Deb Di Placido 

07—Annette Krusewicz 

10—Kelly Armor 

11—Lyncoln Journey and   

 Quinn Journey Horton-Bowen 

12—Christine Bowen 

12—Lynne Stephens 

24—Lily Hurlburt 

25—Janet Krack 

31—Lisa Balsan 

      

The Beacon is published monthly.   

We welcome your suggestions  

and submissions.   

The deadline for articles for the             

January issue is                                                   

Saturday, December 15.                               

Send submissions to:                                 

Joanne@uuerie.org. 

Beacon Editor/Layout:  Joanne Davis 

Content Review: Dr. Regis T. Sabol 

To receive future newsletters via                 

e-mail link or through the mail, please 

register with Joanne at  864-9300 or    

Joanne@uuerie.org.                                   

Remember, you must register                                           

to receive a newsletter.                        

Service Attendance: 

11/4/18—Reflections for a Better World—Al Richardson—55 adults, 7 children. 

11/11/18—Sharing and Listening—Rev. Charlie—50 adults, 9 children. 

11/17/18—The Bounty of Life—Rev. Charlie—50 adults, 12 children. 

11/25/18—Hope for the Homeless—Dr. Christopher Taylor, 50 adults, 5 children. 



December 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                    
Potluck Lunch 
after the service 

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Sunday Service 
10:30 a.m.                      

Christmas Eve 
Service 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 
7 p.m. 

Erie Moot 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 
7 p.m. 

PFLAG 7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 
7 p.m. 

Buddhist Sangha 7 p.m. 

Homeschool 
Group 12-2 p.m. 

Sunday Services 
Committee 4 p.m. 

Finance Committee 
4:30 p.m. 

Girl Scouts               
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts               
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts               
1:30-3 p.m. 

Board of Trustees 
5 p.m. 

Memory Café                   
1-3 p.m. 

Memory Café 
Christmas Ball           
1-3 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Atheist and Agnostic 
Community 7 p.m. 

Alcoholics                  
Anonymous               
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                        
Anonymous                      
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                      
Anonymous                             
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                    
Anonymous                 
8:30 a.m. 

Alcoholics                        
Anonymous                       
8:30 a.m. 

Winter Solstice               
Celebration 6-9 p.m. 

Girl Scouts               
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts               
1:30-3 p.m. 

Girl Scouts               
1:30-3 p.m. 

Whispering Lake 
Grove Yule               
Service 5 p.m. 

Tai Chi            
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi            
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi            
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi            
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Tai Chi            
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Keystone Progress 
1-5 p.m. 

Erie Sisters              
6:30 p.m. 

Caring Team                
Community  Shelter 
Services Dinner 
Prep 3:30 p.m. 

Caring Team 
Card Blitz  

Caring Team Upper 
Room Lunch Prep 
after the Service 

Caring Team                
Community  Shelter 
Services Dinner 
Prep 3:30 p.m. 


